
 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for all the ways God has  
provided for you. Be sure to thank God for all the 
non-spiritual ways God has provided. 

  
THURSDAY 
Read:  2 Kings 2; 4–5 
Reflect:  Elisha, the successor of Elijah, inherits a double  

portion of Elijah’s spirit and does twice as many  
miracles. His miracles are not limited to Israel, even 
going so far as to heal the King of Aram. Can you 
discern an underlying pattern to the people Elisha 
helps? What, if anything, do these events have in 
common? What might Elisha’s work tell you about 
God’s priorities? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask for help in making God’s priorities 
your own priorities. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  2 Kings 6–7 
Reflect:  Tucked away in these stories of God’s power at work 

through Elisha, we find a picture of what it means 
to be a faithful follower of God. Read 7:3-9. With 
whom in this story do you identify most closely? 
Why? What, if anything, might this story show you 
about what it means to share your faith in Jesus with 
others? 

Respond:  In prayer ask God for the courage to share your faith 
in the good news of Jesus Christ with other people.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  Hosea 4–5; 14 
Reflect:  Elisha is not the only prophet active in Israel.  

Hosea, too, calls the people to return to God. In 
chapters 4 and 5, God brings a lawsuit against Israel 
for the people’s unfaithfulness and idolatry. But God 
always accepts those who turn back and return  
to faithfulness. As you read these chapters, what 
emotions arise in you? Why? Chapter 14 uses many 
images to describe God redemption. What contem-
porary metaphors would you use to describe God’s 
grace and healing in your own life? 

Respond:  From what might God be calling you to turn away 
so that you might return to God? Ask God for help 
in identifying those things that keep you from  
complete faithfulness and obedience. 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  Amos 5–9 
Reflect:  The writings of the prophet Amos are fiery and  

passionate, full of God’s judgement against the  
people of Israel for injustice, idolatry, and disobedi-
ence. But these words of judgement are incomplete 
without words of hope. God promises to restore the 
people of Israel, to heal them back into faithfulness 
and obedience, not compel them. What might it 
look like for God to restore you to obedience rather 
than to demand obedience? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, thank and praise God for 
the gift of hope. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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Exploring the Story, Chapter 15 

 
The people of Israel have fallen into disobedience and 
idolatry, forgetting about the God who saved their  
ancestors and led them to the promised land. Now God 
tries to win the people back by sending prophets  
who both call out the people’s unfaithfulness and 
demonstrate God’s power and grace. 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 17 
Reflect:  Elijah finds abundance and life where others  

cannot. In the desert he drinks from a brook and is 
fed by ravens. In the home of the Sidonian widow, 
the flour and oil do not run out, and Elijah prays to 
God to resurrect her son. If God can bring life out of 
such lifeless situations, surely God can lead Israel 
back to faithfulness. Where, if at all, have you seen 
God bring life and abundance when the situation 
seemed hopeless? How, if at all, does your Christian 
faith give you eyes to perceive situations differently 
than others might? 

Respond:  Where do you need God’s power to bring  
abundance to the desert and life to the dead? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 18 
Reflect:  Elijah suggests a contest between the false god Baal 

and the true God of Israel. No matter what the 
prophets of Baal do, their god does not answer 
them. But the Lord answers Elijah and demon-
strates that God is active and present in the land. 
Have you ever persisted with something, even 
when you have been shown that it is useless or 
harmful? Why or why not? How, if at all, have you 
been convinced of God’s power in your own life? 

Respond: If you are unconvinced that God is alive and at work 
in the world, ask God to show you a sign of God’s 
power. 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 19 
Reflect:  Just when Elijah thinks that he is useless in God’s 

plan to bring Israel back to faithfulness, God  
provides for Elijah. Make a list of all the ways  
God provides for Elijah. As you look at your list, 
what strikes you about the ways that God provides? 
How has God provided for you so that you continue 
following the call God has given to you? 


