
 

have so that they can honor God by using and devel-
oping them, too? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank God for the gifts you have and  
commit to using them for God’s glory. 

 

 THURSDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 5–6 
Reflect:  The temple Solomon builds is glorious in every  

detail, using only the best materials and expert craft-
manship. Note, however, on what God’s presence in 
the temple depends: Solomon’s obedience to God’s 
commands. God cannot be bought by a luxurious 
temple; what God desires most of all is faithfulness. 
Are you more likely to try to buy God’s favor or to 
grow closer to God’s presence through your faithful-
ness? Why? 

Respond:  In prayer, ask God to show you the ways that you try 
to buy God’s favor, and commit to moving closer to 
God through acts of faithfulness. 

 
FRIDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 7:1–12, 51; 8 
Reflect:  As Solomon dedicates the temple, he acknowledges 

that God’s presence there is an act of sheer grace.  
If heaven itself cannot contain God, then how will 
God live on earth or be contained in the temple.  
Yet, God’s presence fills the temple and God  
chooses to dwell there. As you read this account of 
the dedication of the temple, what emotions does it 
evoke in you? Why? What, if anything, does this 
story tell you about God’s character? 

Respond:  In prayer, thank and praise God that God chooses to 
be accessible to human beings. Spend time resting 
and delighting in God’s presence.  

 

SATURDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 9 
Reflect:  God confirms the promise made with David, and 

reminds Solomon that Israel must not worship  
other Gods. Then, we are told that the temple  
was built by Canaanite slaves and that Solomon was 
married to Pharaoh’s daughter. Given the context of 
this story, what is significant about the Canaanites 
and Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter?  
In your own life, what makes temptation so difficult 
to root out? 

Respond:  Make a list of the things that hinder your faithful-
ness to God. What could you do to eliminate those 
things from your life? 

 
SUNDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 10–11 
Reflect:  The final verdict on Solomon’s reign is not a happy 

one: he succumbs to the temptation to worship  
other gods, and he is unfaithful to God. Read 11:2. 
What, if anything, do you insist on doing, even 
though you know it is harmful to you or to others? 
Why? What would it take for you to stop? 

Respond:  In worship this morning, ask for the strength and 
courage to stand up to temptation and to remain 
faithful to God. 

*   *   *   *   *  
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The King Who Had It All 
1 Kings 1–11 

 

Exploring the Story, Chapter 13 
 
Solomon’s reign is dripping with gold, and this week’s read-
ings are full of his notable accomplishments and reputation 
for wisdom. Despite all the outward appearances of success, 
Solomon is finally remembered for his failures where it really 
counted—in his faithfulness to God. With Solomon’s fail-
ures, we are left once again wondering how the promise will 
survive. 
 
 
MONDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 1–2 
Reflect:  David offers a final charge to the new king,  

Solomon, repeating the promise God had given to 
David and reminding Solomon to obey God’s law. 
For Solomon’s reign to be established, however, 
Solomon needed exact revenge and eliminate 
threats to his power. What, if anything, does this 
story tell you about the way God works in the 
world? Do you find it comforting or concerning to 
see God’s will enacted through such everyday 
events? Why? 

Respond:  Consider your own faith journey. How has God  
acted in unexpected ways to fulfill the promises 
God has made? 

 
TUESDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 3 
Reflect:  For all of Solomon’s wisdom, his love of God, and 

his obedience to God’s law, Solomon still  
worshipped at local shrines instead of where God 
wanted to be worshipped, in Jerusalem. Do you 
think it is important to pay attention to the little 
exceptions to your efforts at being faithful to God? 
Why or why not? If you were to write your story, 
what would be the “except thats” (3:3)? 

Respond: Think about your own faith and efforts to follow 
God, and make a list of the exceptions. How, if at all, 
could you work to eliminate the exceptions? 

 
WEDNESDAY 
Read:  1 Kings 4 
Reflect:  Solomon’s wisdom extends not just to good govern-

ance and spiritual things, but to the natural world as 
well (4:33). His knowledge of plants seems to be an 
expression God’s blessing of Solomon and a way 
that he honors God. What gifts do you have that 
allow you to honor God as you use and develop 
them? How could you affirm the gifts that others 


