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Pastor’s Notes 09/02/2018 
(No sermon) 

             Hymn Sing Sunday:  September 2, 2018 

 

Come Labor On 

 

Hymn of Praise  23  God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 

Hymn Sing:  

The theme for our Hymn Sing today is two-fold, but also one.  It’s about work and labor, and 

about fruit and harvest, but for the most part in our hymnody, the work and labor we are called to 

do is to go into the world as God’s chosen disciples, and collect the fruit of the harvest.  So you 

see how the two-fold emphasis is also one. 

Labor Day, which is the national holiday we celebrate tomorrow, was, as you know, initiated out 

of respect for the laboring public.  Its origin is more a political statement than a day of rest, and 

more urban than agrarian.  But the timing of this holiday is agrarian.  This was the time when 

those on the farm were beginning to bring in the harvest.  In fact, not having the children start 

school until after Labor Day, which was once the norm, was because they were needed to assist 

in the harvest. 

Our lectionary reading today is from the letter of James, and we all know that James writes 

passionately about the need for faith and works, declaring that without works, faith is dead.  So 

today we thought it was appropriate to sing some of the hymns that remind us of our call to work 

in  

God’s vineyard, and to labor on behalf of God’s harvest of faith, rejoicing in the fruit of God’s 

faithfulness and in God’s provision of our sustenance, even at this, the Table of the Lord. 

 

 

Hymn 36        For the Fruit of All Creation 

You will see from the notes at the bottom of the page that this hymn, written by Fred Pratt Green 

in 1970, was originally called “Harvest Hymn.”  But the text deals also with stewardship, 

thanksgiving, and God’s endless gifts.  The first verse is about the harvest, and our thanks to God 

for its blessing.  The second verse, is about our ministry of sharing the harvest with our neighbor 

and those in need, and thereby doing God’s will.  The third stanza reminds us that the real 

harvest in which we rejoice is the harvest of God’s Spirit, and that God has found us and loves 

us.  It’s a wonderful hymn, and sung to an old Welsh tune, whose name means, “throughout the 

night.” 

 

 

Hymn 712       As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought 

Our next hymn is a familiar one that we sing each year in the season of stewardship.  It was 

actually written by Frank von Christierson in 1961 for that very purpose.  Like our previous 

hymn, the first stanza is about the harvest and offering to God its first fruits.  The second stanza 

is again, about sharing the harvest, and making our lives an offering as well.  The third stanza 

reminds us that as Christ gave himself to us, God calls us to give ourselves—time, talent, all—

until life’s work is done. 
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Hymn 38         To Bless the Earth 

This wonderful hymn, based in the text of Psalm 65, acknowledges God utterly and completely 

as the author of our harvest.  From God comes the water, the seed, the harvest, and the pastures, 

and it is all gift, unmerited and humbly received by the faithful, who respond by singing to God a 

joyful song of praise.  There aren’t many hymns, which are nothing by praise to our Maker, in 

which we don’t ask God to give us something, help us do something, or guide us, protect us, or 

console us.  But this is one of them, and hymns of pure praise hold a special place in my heart, 

because for me at least, the very purpose of worship is just to praise God, thank God, glorify 

God, and to enjoy God as the source of every blessing.       

 

 

Hymn 719        Come, Labor On 

Our last hymn is a golden oldie, because it has spoken truth to the faithful for generations since it 

was first published in 1859.  For obvious reasons, it has become associated with Labor Day, but 

fits better with the season of harvest, and our call to help God bring it in.  When first written it 

had seven stanzas, and because I especially like the last one, I’ve printed it in the bulletin so we 

can sing it as a fifth stanza this morning.  Musically, this hymn is fascinating.  It doesn’t begin or 

end on the tonic, and finishes with an open-ended note that invites us forward and upward, as if, 

to labor on. 

The hymn reminds us of a most amazing thing, that God partners with us to accomplish God’s 

will, and who dares stand idle when God invites us to share in the glad work of salvation?  It also 

reminds me of my grandfather who spent his ministerial career as a Presbyterian missionary on 

the island of Hainan, China.  When he departed from Hainan after forty years of ministry, it 

seemed as if his efforts were for naught, because the Communists had seized power, and 

religious practices were banned.  But his confident response was, “God will provide the harvest.”  

God did, and my grandfather’s ministry was to labor with God to bring it in. 

Countless saints at Ladue Chapel have done the same, labored with God and with each other to 

bring the fruit of God’s harvest into the church, for seventy-five years.  We will celebrate that 

milestone on November 4th, and our Hymn of Dedication this morning, at the conclusion of 

worship, will honor them, and you, for service on behalf of Christ.  But to honor our forebears 

best, and to proclaim our faith in God, I invite you once again, to Come, Labor On! 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Mark P. Thomas 

 
 


