
 

 

 Sermon for Sunday, August 26, 2018 
 

CHRIST’S COLORS 
 

 Holly and I returned this week from our family cottage in Wisconsin, which means we also returned from the land 

of green and gold, which are the colors of the Green Bay Packers.  I mean, we like our Cardinals here in St. Louis, but 

it’s nothing like Wisconsin’s commitment to the Packers.  It’s all consuming up there.  The evening news starts with a 

quick headline, and after twenty minutes about the Packers, you get the weather, a few shootings, and that’s it.  When 

you are near Green Bay, there is no doubt about what is really important, and whose side they are on. 

 Whose side are you on?  That's the question that confronts us as creatures of God, as members of the human 

community, and as participants in the political entities that organize and structure the societies of the earth.  Are you on 

the side of God, who is making all things come together for good, who is reconciling the world and the creation to 

Godself, who is promoting peace and righteousness, justice and grace, growth and development, faith and 

encouragement?  Or are you on the side of that which is falling apart, tearing down, separating, decaying, 

disintegrating, discouraging, disillusioning, and distrusting?  Are you on the side of the Spirit of God, or on the side of 

the spirit of chaos? 

 The spirit of chaos is that which seeks to separate us from God and from each other.  It is a spirit of self-

absorption, which seeks to divide, disrupt, dismantle, disestablish, disable, decay, and destroy all that God has put 

together.  It's the spirit of things falling apart.  Remember the story of creation?  God creates the world—the creatures, 

the stars and the heavens—out of the waters of chaos.  And what God creates is unequivocally declared good.  But 

there remains a spirit of chaos in the world, a spirit of dissolution arising from the willfulness of humankind that 

disrupts God's good creation.  Make no mistake about it; we are its authors.  And we are its followers whenever we 

focus too much on ourselves, and on our handiwork. 

 The good news of the gospel is that God has defeated this spirit of death and decay in Christ Jesus.  Testifies Paul, 

in Christ, all things hold together.  But though the contest with the spirit of chaos is won, the assaults and skirmishes 

upon the unity and hope of the people of God continue.  Because of the freedom of will in which God made us, we 

must still wrestle with our allegiance, with choosing whose side we are on.  If we choose for Christ, we are on God's 

side, and on the winning side.  But Paul knows, and we know, that remaining on God's side, is a struggle.  The spirit of 

chaos, of self-interest, of self-absorption, of self-pity, and self-glorification is tempting.  To defeat it, to stand firm 

against it, to overcome it, we need spiritual defenses.  We need the spirit of God that has the power to create good out 

of the spirit of chaos.  So at the end of his letter to the Ephesians, which is all about the unity and peace of the church, 

Paul entreats us to "be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his power." 

 What does it mean to be strong in the Lord?  Paul employs a surprising metaphor to enlighten us.  It is to put on 

the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  In Christ, and on our behalf, 

God won the battle against the spirit of chaos.  Clothed with divine attributes, Jesus was armored against all the attacks 

of temptation.  To side with him is to put on his colors.  To testify to his victory is to wear his identifying clothing.  It's 

not that we need Christ's armor to survive the battle as he did, because the contest is won.  It's more that we need to 

declare his victory, and our allegiance to him, and all he represents, by wearing his colors. 

 The fervor with which many of us identify with our favorite athletic teams and their victories is a perfect example 

of what Paul is trying to get at.  The team fights the battle; they make the hits and take the hits; they suffer the injuries, 

and they are victorious.  To glorify them, to testify to what they accomplish, and to declare to the world that we are on 

their side, we wear their colors: red and white for the Cardinals and blue and gold for the Blues.  It's not like we are 

going to leap onto the field or the ice and do what they do.  We can't.  But we can declare our allegiance to them by 

donning their colors so all the world will know that we are on their side.  Just so, Paul wants us, the members of Christ's 

body, to clothe ourselves in Christ's colors.  Not so we can do what he did.  We can't.  But to declare our allegiance to 

him and to testify to his victory.  We don't make the good news.  God did that in Christ Jesus.  We declare it.  That is 

our ministry. 

 What are the divine attributes that make up the colors of Christ’s uniform which is ours to put on?  First, we may 

put on the belt of truth.  Others may grope and grapple for meaning in the midst of a chaotic universe, but Christians do 

not.  We know the truth, that God created and is creating, that God's promises are sure and are fulfilled in Christ Jesus, 

that God's will is for the good and fruitful ordering of all humankind, and that God has acted decisively in Jesus Christ 



 

 

to rescue us from our proclivity to sin.  Lies and half-truths can be dismantled, but the truth endures.  Uniformed with 

truth, our position is unassailable. 

 Second, we may put on the breastplate of righteousness.  This is not the equivalent of a good and moral lifestyle, 

but the full assurance, that in spite of who we really are, through the power of faith, we have been forgiven and restored 

to right relationship with God.  It is the conviction that we have been saved by grace through faith, and this was not of 

our own doing, but was a gift of God.  It is also the confidence, that because it is a gift of God, nothing in all creation 

will be able to separate us from God's love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In that knowledge, we can stand fast. 

 Third, we may put on the sandals of the gospel of peace.  We are not equipped by God to create more separation, 

more divisions, more decay, more disruptions, and more chaos, but to proclaim the good news of God's uniting love.  

We are not soldiers of war, but ambassadors of peace, equipped and empowered with a message of reconciliation and 

hope.  Our objective is to invite all persons to join us in one great fellowship of faith, wherein every knee shall bow and 

every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord; a fellowship of heaven, in which the powers of chaos are overcome forever. 

 Fourth, we may take up the shield of faith.  Trusting in God, is the equipment that empowered Jesus to ward off 

the temptation to trust in himself alone, to be the self-absorbed and self-absorbing agent of separation the spirit of chaos 

wanted him to be.  The spirit of chaos shoots flaming darts at us, arrows that inflame our passions and test our 

emotional stability, that cause us to tremble with fear.  Faith, as Jesus employed it in his own temptation in the 

wilderness, stops them cold and shields us from their life-threatening damage.  So we call people to faith. 

 Fifth, we may put on the helmet of salvation.  This is the assurance and the testimony that no matter what happens 

as we enter into the fray with chaos, we are saved.  Nothing can separate us from God's love, not our sin, not our 

stupidity, not our backsliding, and not our failure to be faithful.  Despite all the evidence to the contrary, Christians 

stand firm in the certainty of salvation through Christ.   

 Sixth, we carry the sword of the Spirit, the word of God.  It slices through our self-deception to proclaim God's 

truth.  It is not a word that maims and cuts, but one which heals and justifies.  It is not a word that destroys and breaks 

down, but one which plants and builds up.  It is not a word of exclusion but of inclusion, not of separation but of unity, 

not a word of war but a word of peace.  The sword we wield is the message of reconciliation.  It is the Word made 

manifest in Jesus Christ. 

 Finally, we persevere in prayer, entrusting ourselves, and our defense of the gospel, to the Holy Spirit.  We pray 

for enemies and friends alike, knowing that when we pray for our enemies we make them our friends.   There is 

nothing quite so powerful as a Christian engaged in thoughtful, conscientious, heartfelt prayer.  It is the activity that 

puts us in communion with the mind, Spirit, and will of God, against whom the spirit of chaos is helpless. 

 It is important to understand that Paul in no way suggests that we are soldiers on a crusade.  We have no battle to 

win.  The victory has already been won in Christ; the high ground has been achieved and it is ours.  It is not even ours 

to defend.  We are clothed in Christ’s colors only to proclaim it.  We put on the uniform of God in order to witness to 

the unity we have achieved in Christ.  The spirit of chaos will continue to seek to undo that unity, to separate us from 

one another and from God, to disrupt and destroy all that God has accomplished in our hearts.  But clothed with the 

attributes of Christ's faith, we will stand firm, that God's glory may be seen in our land, the glory of the blessed 

communion of saints. 

 No, we are not soldiers armed or dressed for battle.  We are ambassadors of Christ's victory, wearing the uniform 

of God and the colors of Christ’s faith.  We stand our ground, testifying to the truth of the gospel, praying for one 

another in the bond of faith, and speaking the message of reconciliation loudly and forcefully, that the world may 

someday be one in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Whose side are you on?  Declare it, by putting on Christ's jersey.  Put on the colors of Christ Jesus, and witness to 

him who is the victor, who is the way, the truth and the life. 

 PRAYER:  Help us, good Lord, to put on the whole uniform of God: the belt of truth, the breastplate of 

righteousness, the sandals of the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit, and 

persevering prayer, that we may witness to Christ's victory over the spirit of chaos, and give glory to your name.  In 

Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

Rev. Dr. Mark P. Thomas 

Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church 

St. Louis, Missouri  

August 26, 2018 

Ephesians 6:10-20 


