
 

 

  

Sermon for Sunday, June 25, 2017 
 

UNITED WITH CHRIST 

 
 

“So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:11)." 

 

Sin is something most of us learned about as children of the church.  We learned from our 

parents, what was reinforced by our Sunday school teachers, that there are sins both of commission and 

omission.  The sins of commission were all those naughty little things we did that got us into hot water, 

like hitting our sister, or taking God's name in vain.  The sins of omission were the things we didn't do 

but should have, like remembering to say grace at meal time, or helping a frail person cross the street.  

Taken together, the sins of commission and omission about covered it all.  You were damned if you did, 

and damned if you didn't.  Wasn't life precious! 

 But then, later on in life, we learned about Sin with a capital "S".  This wasn't the "debts and 

debtors" stuff of the Lord's Prayer; this was a power that infected the very fiber of our beings.  The 

apostle Paul portrayed it as something far more serious than a bad deed accomplished or a good one 

neglected.  Sin, said Paul, is the refusal of human beings to acknowledge that God is God and that we 

are but the products of God's hand (Rom 1:18-23).  Even if we found a way to conquer the sins of 

commission and omission—say by subduing our tongues, curbing our physical appetites, or meeting the 

needs of others—we would still not have escaped the power of Sin.  In fact, we could be even more 

vulnerable to it because of the deluded idea that we conquered it on our own. 

 Now forgiveness works well as a cure for debts, for restoring the relationships we damage by a 

nasty deed here, or a kindness withheld there.  But it loses some of its punch when we begin to do battle 

with the power of Sin that holds us in a kind of stranglehold from which we are unable to escape.  To 

speak of the overcoming of this Sin, which can only be accomplished by God, Paul resorts to more 

alarming language.  He talks about dying to Sin, and rising to new life; about dying with Christ, and 

rising with him; about becoming dead to Sin, and alive to God.  Thankfully, this victory over Sin’s 

power is accomplished by God through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and becomes effective 

in you and me by means of the sacrament of baptism.  In baptism, we die with Christ to Sin—

submerged as it were in the waters of creation—and are raised with him to new life, literally "born 

again."  Sin's grip is broken.  We are free from its power, and liberated from its penalty, which is death.  

"So" concludes Paul, "you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Jesus Christ." 

 Great!  Then why aren't we jumping for joy, and singing the Doxology at the top of our lungs?  

Because we can’t escape the nagging awareness that our newness of life is more than a little tarnished.  

Despite being washed in the waters of baptism, despite enjoying the fruits of communion with Christ in 

the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and despite our best intentions, we are still guilty of debts of 

commission and omission and of trying to put God in his place, which is somewhere beneath ourselves. 

Paul's conviction that the gospel brings about a radical change in our lives runs counter to our 

experience. 

 Yet Paul, of all people, was fully aware of the pervasive power of Sin, and of its continuing 

influence on himself and on Christ’s followers.  His letters give ample evidence that he encountered 

Sin’s effects in the churches of Galatia, Corinth and Philippi, and he was well aware of its continuing 

influence in his own life.  No, Paul never understood that Sin was completely obliterated in us, merely 

that the power of Sin could no longer hold us captive, because Jesus had overcome it.  Jesus had lived 

and died in complete obedience to and in utter dependence on the love of God, as you and I were created 

to do.  He was raised to new life by God's grace in order that he might continue to live to God alone.  



 

 
And the promise is, that because he lives, we shall live also, if we trust in him; if we also consider 

ourselves dead to Sin and alive to God. 

 "For if we have been united with him in a death like his, [through baptism] we will certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his [through faith]."  Paul knew full well that we do not enjoy 

completely the new life of the Resurrection. That is yet to come.  But we are able to anticipate that 

resurrection life through faith in Christ, a faith which is confirmed and sealed in the waters of baptism. 

 “Baptism is the gateway, not to the fully realized kingdom of God, but to a life which is related 

both to the present age, which is marked by sin and death, and to the Age to Come, which is 

‘righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” There is no automatic guarantee in baptism by which 

we can assure ourselves that we have died to sin and risen to enjoy the new life of the Age to Come.  

There is only the promise of believing, of living in faith, of trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ and his 

victory. There is ultimately only our decision, to no longer live "in Sin" hopelessly separated from God, 

but to live "in Christ" in eternal communion with God.  In expressing this Paul, very deliberately, uses 

the word "consider." "So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

To consider ourselves as such, is a choice.  We make a decision to believe.  We make a decision to trust.  

We turn away from an old life and embrace a new one grounded in the victory of Jesus Christ.  We take 

the leap of faith.  And to quote a line from Code Black this past Wednesday, “Proof is easy; faith is 

hard.” 

 When we make that decision, and are baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, as Landon 

Turley was last Sunday, we are grafted into the body of Christ which is the church.  We begin to live "in 

Christ" rather than "in Sin."  We begin to live into the life of Christ, rather than into a life of 

self-absorbed indulgence.  We become increasingly Christ-like in our faith and demeanor.  Grafted into 

the vine, we and Christ begin to grow together, our lives empowered by God’s life-giving Spirit. 

 It's a mistake, of course, to think that this new life of the in-grafted disciple is something we 

achieve.  We choose it, but we don't achieve it, no more than we achieved life to begin with.  No, new 

life is a gift of God's grace, empowered by the Holy Spirit.  So Paul refuses to present the gospel as a 

self-help manual that guarantees progress for the diligent. 

 That's exasperating, because we want to know what we can do.  We are still determined to earn 

our way into heaven, to work our way into God’s favor, and to accomplish the feat of salvation on our 

own.  So much so, in fact, that we are willing to posit the twisted thought, as Paul suggests, that if God's 

grace is a gift given in proportion to our Sin, then if we Sin more, we will cause grace to abound more! 

 The one thing we can do, and are invited to do, is believe.  And believing in Jesus Christ implies 

that we trust him, which means that we love him.  And when we enjoy a life of loving communion with 

Jesus, it can be said, we are "in Christ."  We cannot live our physical life unless we are in the air and the 

air in us.  In the same way, we cannot live the life of God unless we are in Christ, and Christ in us. 

 Through baptism then, we are united with Jesus.  We are grafted into his body, which is the 

church, and we are made to live "in Christ."  Jesus, from the moment he was born, was dead to Sin and 

alive to God.  By his death and resurrection we know that this is the character of authentic, abundant, 

and eternal life.  "The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus." 

 

PRAYER:  Almighty and most gracious God, who authored our salvation, help us embrace the good 

news of your redeeming love, and unite ourselves to Jesus Christ through faith, that we may grow into 

him, and into his authentic, abundant, and eternal life.  We ask it in his most worthy and powerful name.  

Amen.  
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