
 
 

 Sermon for Sunday, April 15, 2018 
 

BECOMING HUMAN 
  
 At the meeting of the senior high youth group last Sunday evening, each of us was asked to share our 
memory of what we wanted to become when we were five-years old.  Someone wanted to become a veterinarian, 
and another a scuba diver. I really couldn’t remember what I wanted to become when I was five.  I said, “A 
fireman,” but in truth I think I just wanted to become six!  
 What are you becoming?  It's an important question that we ask mostly of ourselves.  Who do I want to 
become?  What do I want to achieve?  Who do I want to be when I grow up?  I remember when a friend of mine 
from college was trying to decide what kind of medicine he would specialize in, at issue for him was not how 
much money he was going to make but what kind of person he would become under the influence of his medical 
specialization.  Surgeons, he said, develop a god-complex.  Neuro-surgeons lose too many patients and grow 
cynical.  He finally settled on plastic surgery because he felt it would allow him to become the kind of person he 
wanted to become: hopeful, helpful, encouraging, restorative, and healing. 
 What are you becoming?  The struggle to come to terms with this question ranges from the cute to the 
tragic.  We delight in watching children play dress-up, trying to act like the adults they might want to become, 
until we see adults putting their little girls in beauty pageants.  We often see middle-aged men, fearful of 
becoming old and out-of-touch, suddenly acting like teenagers, buying sports cars, abandoning their 
commitments, acting foolishly.  We even see people becoming demigods, trying to control everyone else's 
destiny, people like Caesar and Hitler, and Kim Jong Un, and maybe Vladimir Putin. 
 What are you becoming?  Who are you becoming?  What is your goal, your objective, your hope and 
your dream for the kind of person you will be?  This isn't just a question for the young.  It's a question for all of 
us.  Some of us just have less time to achieve our goal.  What are you becoming?  Who are you becoming?  Who 
do you want to be? 
 The answer to that question begins necessarily in knowing who we are.  About that, the Bible has a great 
deal to say. 
 Right from the start the Bible asserts that we have not become what God intended us to be.  We are 
creatures of God, to be sure, made in God's image, and blessed with the goodness of the earth to sustain us.  We 
are in that sense, offspring of God.  But the Bible also makes clear from the very beginning that God intended 
more than that for us, that we were made not simply to exist, to take up space on the planet like any other 
creature, but to live in joyful relationship with our Creator.  It's not unlike the difference between paternity and 
fatherhood, a difference with which our courts often struggle.  Paternity describes a relationship in which a man is 
responsible for the physical existence of a child.  Fatherhood describes an intimate, loving, enduring and 
committed relationship.  In the sense of paternity, we are all offspring of God, made in God's image.  But in the 
sense of fatherhood, we are only God's children when we have a relationship with God, an intimate, loving, 
enduring and committed relationship. 
 Unfortunately, the Bible also tells us right from the start, that somehow, someway, due to every fault of 
our own, our relationship with our heavenly father became one of estrangement and alienation.  That 
estrangement was so severe, and so long-lasting, that it has become a part of the very System into which we are 
born and in which we live.  You and I were estranged from God through our socialization into that System, either 
as its beneficiaries or its victims, and we lost our connection as children of God.  But now, thanks to the gospel of 
God's forgiving love, thanks to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and thanks to God's relentless pursuit of 
his wayward children, through faith in Jesus Christ we can be restored to our primordial relationship with God.  
Writes the author of I John, "See what love the Father has given us; that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are.  Through faith, we are adopted into God's new family, a family of new creatures whose lives 
are organized around the obedience, love and commitment of the new archetypal human being, Jesus Christ.  He 
is the one, who is the way, the truth, and the life.  So we follow him, and we imitate him.  And through him, we 



 
 

also see that God is trustworthy.  A life of faith, is a life that trusts in God, and recognizes that God does not want 
to dominate us or control us, but wants to love us, guide us, nurture us, and save us. 
 Jesus revealed to us what it means to be fully human, fully alive, fully empowered by God, and fully 
conscious of the short-comings and self-delusions of our System.  In all things and at all times he trusted in God, 
and remained obedient to God.  He refused to collude with a System that oppressed the poor, that created outcasts, 
and that dominated others.  He resisted it even unto death, and he was able to do so because of the intimacy of his 
trusting relationship with God.  Jesus exemplifies true humanness by demonstrating in both word and deed what 
living as a child of God really looks like.  When humanity finally becomes what God wants it to become, and 
what God has made it capable of becoming through the power of faith, it will be like Jesus. 
 But Jesus merely inaugurated this new order.  It is not yet consummated, nor are we finished or complete.  
We are, even in the power of faith, just barely human, just beginning to understand what it means to live as 
children of God.  So we still don't know who we are as individuals or as a species, or what we are meant to 
become.  Writes John, "we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know 
is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is." 
 We know that we have been called to allow God to dwell in us through our faith in Jesus Christ, to 
incarnate God's love in a world that is all out of whack, and to let the Spirit guide us and empower us.  But at the 
same time, part of the mystery of faith, is that we have also been summoned to be born in God, into God's eternal 
life.  The great folly of humankind is that we think to be god-like is to be powerful, controlling, and dominating.  
In truth, what we discover through Jesus, is that to be God-like, is to be human, is to be fully human, is to be 
whom we were created to be.  God is god.  Despite everything we try, we will never be God.  God made us to be 
human.  Nonetheless, we are chips off the old block.  When we truly become human, as Jesus was human, we 
will be like God.  The author of Philippians says it best when he advises: "Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in 
human form he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross (Phil. 2:5-8)."  
The mystery of faith, is that we will become divine when we become human, when we become like Jesus. 
 We will be like Jesus when we live each waking moment in the confidence of faith, trusting in the love 
and knowledge and power and will of God.  That doesn't mean "having" faith, which is kind of like having a book 
which we read every once in a while, but "faithing," which is actively living by means of our trust in God.  We 
will be like Jesus when we live to serve God by serving others, especially by serving those in need; when we 
remember that the greatest is the one who serves; when we emulate the master who washed his disciples’ feet.  
We will be like Jesus when we love God and others, not with a sentimental love, but with a suffering love, with a 
love that will suffer itself for the sake of establishing and restoring communion, with a love that will suffer to 
forgive others the hurt they inflict upon us, and with a love that pours itself out even when it is rejected and 
crucified.  We will be like Jesus when we commit ourselves to becoming God's children, when we really commit 
ourselves to growing into Christ's likeness, when we dedicate ourselves, no matter what the cost, to becoming 
human. 
 What are you becoming?  Who are you becoming?  What do you want to achieve?  Who do you want to 
be when you grow up?  The God who made heaven and earth, and who made you in his image, and whose child 
you now are by virtue of your baptism, invites you to become human through your faith in Jesus Christ, to 
become human like Jesus, and like God. 
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