
 

 
  

 

 

 

Sermon for Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

A Seeing Faith 

 
Some say “Seeing is believing.”  Seeing a shooting star, for example, is a different experience from believing 

in one without ever having seen that arc of light in the night sky.  Before you see one the starry vision is left to 

imagination or reproductions of images… but after you witness a shooting star, you know just how it looks and it 

leaves an impression.  I can envision exactly what it looks like now in my mind’s eye just thinking about it because I 

have seen a few… 

Elijah’s ascent to heaven in a whirlwind and Jesus’ mountaintop transfiguration remind me of a seeing a 

shooting star.  Both of these biblical stories tell tales of something so wild that you would have to “see it to believe it.”  

These are definitely scenes where you would turn to your neighbor and say, “Did that really just happen?!?”  Where 

the biblical stories differ from the starry night’s sky…is that the divine shows up.   

In these theophany scenes God enters into creation in a major way.  God is in Elijah’s whirlwind and God’s all 

over the place atop the mountain, in Jesus’ garments, in the prophets presence, the shadowy cloud, the voice from 

above...  The biblical authors are explaining faith sightings.  Something divine happened when Elisha received a 

double portion of his mentor’s blessing.  Something divine happened when Jesus was named the Son of God.  How it 

was seen by the biblical authors give us an account of what they witnessed, but the exact details are beyond the point.  

The stories have the same force if we imagine them a bit differently, as long as we give full credence to God’s full and 

real presence in those moments.  It is more than just an awesome story- it is God made manifest. 

Faith sightings like these are experiences unlike other sightings.  Although the sort of magical feeling is 

similar, it is not the same thing to say you saw a shooting star as it is to say that you saw God at work today.  When we 

talk about seeing Christ in one another, we do not literally mean that we saw our neighbors dressed up as an Israeli 

man in ancient garb… we mean that we saw something beautifully loving take place that was not really able to be 

described except as divine handiwork.  When we see God’s work in our lives, we often do not see a direct cause and 

effect, but we see a tapestry woven together just so, by the loving affection of our Lord and Savior.   

Our 2 Kings and Markan gospel stories tell us about divine moments, and they are certainly full of grandeur.  

God’s pure essence enters the scene, as if our Creator were “descending from the Heavens.” There is drama.  Elijah is 

whisked away, in none other than a whirlwind, and that happens just after he miraculously parts the waters.  Jesus has 

a transformation.  His inner divinity shines so brightly that his clothing shines with white purer than any Tide product 

could ever bleach our whites. God’s presence and the drama of these scenes points to more than miraculous events- it 

points to our heavenly Father’s ability to effect change.   

The transition from prophet to prophet was abrupt- but in that succession, or passing down of the mantle, God 

gave his blessing.  A double portion at that. When Jesus’ clothes changed to white…there was a change.  Jesus was 

named God’s son, with the authority of prophetic witness and God in Heaven’s firm proclamation.  When the mantle is 

passed down, and change takes place, or when a new Prince of Peace is named, a new covenant is ushered in… in both 

instances our Almighty is at work in the world…making history happen by working through the hands of his called 

leaders.    

These great biblical stories and these great biblical leaders set up a precedent.  We read how the Omnipotent 

author of creation steps into time with great flair…and we start to believe that is how God always appears.  When the 

Lord is on the scene, there will be a burning bush, a whirlwind, a shadowy talking cloud atop a mountain… But that 

differs from most of our experiences.  When we see God at work, and when we believe God is present, it is much more 

subtle.  Very rarely do we have these hugely revelatory experiences that are on similar scale to these great historical 

events in our bible.   

 While these major moments seem like they would be so easy to see, it strikes me that there was more to the 

story...  These were mysterious occurrences that likely left the prophets in 2 Kings wondering if that really just 

happened.  It most certainly left the disciples atop the mountain in Mark’s gospel scratching their heads.  Could they 

believe what they just saw?  Or should they believe it just because they saw it?   



 

 
I also imagine these were only quick glimpses of the divine.  Otherwise the authors would comment on the 

length…if it were a prolonged presence, it would require more detail, much more than the few verses afforded to these 

short stories.  After all there are 4 complete books of the Bible that account for God’s longest descent into creation, in 

the person of Jesus Christ.  So, although it is not directly mentioned that these were sort of fly by appearances, it seems 

fitting that this major being, our Creator God, joins in a moment of manifestation on earth- but in a minute flash of 

time.   

Unbelievable works and quick flashes of pure divine essence are easy to miss.  They had to be wildly dramatic 

for even the biblical authors to notice… and even when they did see them, they had to have questioned their credibility 

because they were so outside the realm of normal experience…Which makes me think.  It’s hard to relate to these 

biblical stories of revelation because we struggle with a seeing faith. 

Faith often seems to be like having 20/20 eyesight that loses sharpness.  Vision can easily deteriorate, much 

like faith.  We are distracted by our challenges, consumed by them, and frankly, we are hurt by them.  The more pain 

and suffering we endure, the harder it can be to see God’s love and Christ’s grace at work in our lives and others.  

These scriptures remind of my work in Seminary with a blind student.  She was born blind, and although she 

was a masters student at Princeton, she needed a helping hand in the library.  I was her research assistant.  Most of the 

tools she used for her studies were tailored to her needs, but one of the things she could not easily do was to search for 

books.  I helped her find the right resources for projects using the search catalogue, grabbing her books, reading aloud 

to her… and then would work with the library staff to convert useful documents into formats that worked for her.   

Rachel was not given the gift of sight, but that did little to impact her faith in a negative way.  She was in 

pursuit of her masters in divinity because her faith was so strong… and in her own way, she was a living testimony of 

how faith is not dependent on sight.  As I think about her today, I am encouraged and comforted. While God does 

work in overt and visible ways, more often it seems, much of Christ’s love and saving grace is unseen.   

A seeing faith doesn’t really have so much to do with sight as it has to do with trust.  If you can trust 

unbelievable events that your eyes have seen, then your faith sees.  If you can’t see Christ in the world as you look 

around at despair and brokenness, but you still believe that saving grace is the reigning force in all creation, then your 

faith sees.  Events of mythic proportion intend to point to that which normally cannot be seen, to highlight that which 

is normally invisible to the naked eye.  Most of the time we are walking around with uncorrected vision, and we miss 

faith sightngs…but occasionally we get to see God’s work.  Those moments are just enough to help our unbelief… to 

carry us through the times when we feel like no set of corrective lenses could help our poor sights for faith.   

Today, I want to encourage those of you who feel spiritually blinded- or sort of like you lost your rose colored 

lenses for a spell.  Life does not always hand you a double share of blessing, and it certainly does not always give you 

mountain top moments.  You are in good company if you do not “see” Christ in all things… but I do think that despite 

our shortsighted visions, we still know how to see.  Sometimes we just have to stop looking so hard with our own two 

eyes, and open the eyes of our hearts.   

 To close I want to share one final thought, which I find to be the best news of all.  Each of us already knows 

exactly how to see faithfully as Christians… it just takes some practice in loving yourself and one another.  What 

better time than Valentine’s day to trust that by leaning into the love in your heart, your faith will see anew.  That love 

was  given to you first in Christ, you don’t have to trust me on this one- trust that Jesus is already on your heart. 
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