
 

 

 Sermon for Sunday, December 10, 2017  
 

Coming Home 
 

 In this morning's New Testament reading, the apostle Peter is talking about the second coming of Christ, 

not so much to terrify us (although he does) with descriptions of the earth melting in a blazing inferno, but to 

suggest to us what sort of persons we ought to be while we wait for the infamous Day of the Lord.  Naturally, he 

recommends that while we wait we strive to be at peace, without spot or blemish, growing in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  No surprise there.  We know that as followers of Christ we are called to 

live godly lives as a demonstration of our salvation by God's grace. 

 But what I want to draw to our attention this morning is what Peter suggests we are waiting for.  I mean 

certainly we are not waiting for and hastening the day that the earth will be set ablaze, even if that is what must 

occur to purify the earth of sin.  Who would?  And God willing, such frightful images are simply metaphorical.  

But there is a positive goal, a hopeful end, for which we wait.  According to Peter, "we wait for new heavens and 

a new earth"—and here comes the important phrase—"where righteousness is at home." 

 Now I wish we had another word than "righteousness" to express this positive goal, because the word is 

burdened with misunderstanding.  Most often, we interpret righteousness as the state of being right rather than 

wrong.  The righteous are those persons who abide by the rules and regulations, not only of God, but of polite 

society.  So, to push this to its farcical limit, the righteous are those who write a thank you note when they 

receive a gift, but those who don't are the ungodly heathen who are destined to be consumed in God's purifying 

blaze, and I’m one of them.  In short, the unrighteous are those who are ethically incorrect or in modern 

terminology, ethically challenged.  The righteous are those who are perfect in every way.  Fortunately, that's not 

what righteousness means at all. 

 Righteousness, in both the Old and the New Testaments, refers to being in a good relationship with God. 

 Now to be in a good relationship with God, you must be in a covenant relationship with God, and 

covenants generally have some obligations which both parties agree to meet.  The New Covenant in which we 

live as followers of Christ is no different.  Indeed what's new about the New Covenant is that God agrees to 

preserve it in spite of what we do to break it.  But what is not new is that the continuing efficacy of the covenant 

relationship demands the participation of both covenant partners.  God's righteousness in the New Covenant 

consists of God’s saving acts on behalf of humankind in Christ, who restores the covenant relationship in spite of 

human sin, that is, God's righteousness is that God saves us.  Our righteousness in the New Covenant is faith in 

Christ, that is, trusting that we are redeemed by grace through faith.  Ethical acts have nothing whatever to do 

with it.  You and I are righteous through faith, through believing in Jesus Christ.  That's it. 

 So that understood, Peter invites us to embrace the vision, that what we wait for, and yearn for, and ache 

for, is a world "where righteousness is at home."  The Psalmist puts it this way: 

 

  Steadfast love (God) and faithfulness (us) 

    will meet; 

  righteousness (God) and peace (us) will kiss 

    each other. 

  Faithfulness (us) will spring up from 

    the ground, 

   and righteousness will look 

    down from the sky. (Psalm 85:10-11) 

 

So the prospect and possibility, and the promise and hope that the season of Advent invites us to acknowledge, 

prepare for, anticipate, and expect is that righteousness is coming home. 

 Righteousness is coming home.  Isn't that what Advent is all about?  It's about getting our homes, our 

hearts, and our spirits ready for God's arrival.  God is coming home. To prepare for God’s return we clean the 

house, and clean up our act. 



 

 

 It's like the commercial vignette shown on TV during the holiday season of the young boy waiting 

eagerly and anxiously for his beloved older brother to come home for Christmas.  It's Christmas Eve and 

everything is ready.  The tree is decorated and the family is gathered.  But a snow storm has conspired to prevent 

the missing brother's arrival. Finally, when hope is all but gone, the young boy stands before the family to sing 

their traditional duet alone.  He begins to sing, uncomfortable by himself, and quite tentative, when suddenly 

from behind him, a stronger voice merges with his.  His brother has come home.  Joy washes over his face, and 

... it's Christmas. 

 Advent is the season in which we prepare ourselves for God's homecoming.  We remember the yearning 

of God's people for God to rescue them from hopelessness and despair.  We watch through the window of faith 

to see signs of God’s coming, anxious that the storm of sin which covers the earth has conspired to delay God’s 

return.  And just when we feel like we are singing the duet of faith all by ourselves, the voice of God merges 

with our own in the birth of Jesus, and ... it's Christmas.  Righteousness is at home. 

  It is no accident that the most enduring feature of our American Christmas celebration is the gathering 

of the family at home.  Christmas is a homecoming, a time when children find their way back to the place where 

they belong, to reunite in a spirit of righteousness with parents and those whom they love.  Which is precisely 

what makes Christmas such a difficult time for those whose homes lack the warmth of mutual love, or for those 

whose homes are so shattered that they lack a sense of belonging anywhere, or for those parents whose children 

just can't make it back.  Somehow Christmas doesn't happen when the homecoming is not complete, when the 

relationships are not restored, when righteousness is not at home. 

 Christmas happens when righteousness is at home.  It happens when God comes home to the children 

and the children come home to God to live together in covenant relationship. 

 The writers of the Old Testament were convinced that God had absented God’s self from the covenant 

because of the children's iniquity.  So they prayed and hoped and longed for God's return.  But in the New 

Testament we hear a different voice.  We hear that God has never abandoned God’s children; it is the children 

who have abandoned God.  In the New Testament we learn, that we are the ones, not God, who need to return 

home.  Which brings us to the paradox of Advent.  The paradox of Advent is this:  By preparing for and praying 

for God's homecoming, we come home to God. 

 Since Mary and Joseph returned to Bethlehem to be counted as part of the family of David, people of 

faith have been coming home for Christmas to be counted as part of the family of God.  Week by week the 

attendance at church swells as God's children return to the place where they belong.  Like a candle flickering in 

the window of God's house, the light of Jesus Christ draws us and guides us and welcomes us home.  Until on 

Christmas Eve, the house is so full of the family of God that, like Bethlehem, there is nearly no room for us.  

Then, something happens which is inexplicable.  Communion happens, a communion of the Spirit.  Something 

happens on Christmas Eve, in worship, that doesn't happen in quite the same way at any other time of the year.  

We feel genuinely united with each other, and with God, in Jesus Christ.  Christmas happens. 

 When Christmas happens, righteousness is at home, because Christmas is the moment when God and 

humankind unite in New Covenant communion.  It's the moment of Christ's birth, the God-Man, in whom the 

Psalmist's vision is realized, in whom the steadfast love of God and the faithful response of humankind meet, and 

in which the righteousness of God and the peace of humankind kiss each other.  The New Covenant is not 

simply an agreement between God and humankind.  It is their uniting in Christ.  Jesus Christ is the New 

Covenant.  In him we have communion with God.  In him we have the good relationship with God we always 

wanted.  In him, heaven and earth are recreated, and righteousness is at home. 

 Righteousness is at home in Jesus Christ.  That is the good news of the gospel.  We are at home when 

we are in Christ's body, which is the church.  Christmas happens, not beneath an evergreen tree bedecked with 

lights, nor when your family sits down for a Christmas meal, nor even within the confines of your house.  

Christmas happens in God's house, when we come home to commune with God and with each other in Jesus 

Christ, the Lord.  So this year, in addition to all the gift buying, and wrapping, and rushing around to prepare for 

the holidays, be sure to come home to the place where you and God meet, where righteousness is at home, to the 

church, the body of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Christmas awaits your coming. 
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