
 

 

 Sermon for Sunday, November 12, 2017  
 

Be Wise 
 

 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 

the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise (Matt. 25:1,2).”  Not wanting to count 

ourselves among the foolish, especially when we find out at the end of this story that the door to the wedding 

banquet is shut to them, this parable invites us, with a sense of urgency, to be wise.  Be wise or you may miss 

your opportunity to enjoy the wedding feast in the kingdom of heaven.  So what makes the wise maidens 

wise? 

 The parable’s answer seems obvious enough.  Like good Girl Scouts, the wise maidens were 

prepared.  They brought extra oil with them.  So when the bridegroom’s arrival was delayed they were still 

ready to greet him with the light of their lamps.  The foolish were not prepared, and when the moment finally 

came to greet the bridegroom with light and enter into the joyful feast, they were not ready, and while they 

went looking for more oil, the door to the wedding feast was shut. 

 So the wise are those who are prepared, the ones who plan ahead, who maintain a bank balance in 

case of a financial emergency, purchase life insurance in the event of untimely death, and keep an umbrella 

in the car just in case it rains. 

   Yes, the wise person is the one who is prepared for all those little things that may, and according to 

Murphy’s Law, will go wrong.  The wise are prepared for scarcity, for the prospect of not having enough.  

Their cupboards are full, their indebtedness is manageable, and their portfolio is diversified.  They can kick 

back, relax, enjoy retirement, and say to themselves, “I am set for life.”  And that should remind us of 

another parable, of a man whose barns were full, to whom Jesus said, “You fool!  This very night your life is 

required of you.  And all of this, whose will it be?” 

 We are all pretty good at preparing for the worst, at planning ahead for unforeseen contingencies, 

and on making sure that we are insured against the unexpected calamity.  It’s wise, and it’s prudent to do so.  

We are even pretty good at preparing for death.  But if all we do is prepare for the worst, we are in grave 

danger of missing the best. 

 The wise, the truly wise, are those who prepare for the best.  What makes the five maidens in our 

parable wise is that they were prepared to greet the bridegroom whether he was on time or delayed.  No 

matter what, they did not want to miss out on the glorious opportunity of participating in the wedding 

banquet. 

 When we only prepare for the worst, we live in fear, and fear cripples us.  We get stingy with our 

hearts, and with our property, and with our money.  We get shut in, and miss out on a lot of life.  The wise 

are those who live in hope, who look forward to the great and glorious day of Christ’s coming, and who 

prepare themselves to enter into the joy of their loving master.  Jesus has overcome every form of death that 

we might have life and have it in abundance.  The wise are those who live, because they have already died 

with Christ in baptism and been raised with him to new life.  They know they have nothing to fear.  So they 

live in hope, and in joyful expectation of that great and glorious day when the bridegroom will come.  They 

are passionate about their love for God and neighbor, committed to the journey of faith, grateful for all good 

gifts, and determined to follow Christ. 

 That twenty-six people—men, women, and children—were shot to death in the sanctuary of the First 

Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, is an unspeakable tragedy.  But all twenty-six of the victims 

were wise, because they were there to worship and give thanks to the God of their salvation and the Lord of 

their lives.  Every Sunday they met with each other in that sanctuary to wait for the bridegroom, and to 

prepare for his coming.  They did not huddle there in fear.  They did not post armed security guards outside 

their doors.  Their pastor wasn’t packing a concealed weapon against the remote possibility that they would 

come under attack by a deranged gunman.  No, no, no!  They were preparing themselves, even as we are here 

today, for the glorious day, when Christ returns to become our all in all, and their open doors welcomed all to 

join them in that joyful expectation. 



 

 

 The problem with living in fear, and preparing for the worst, is that it increasingly cuts us off from 

our neighbor, whom God has commanded us to love.  Walls of fear don’t just keep our neighbor out, but also 

keep us enclosed within.  And the more we do to isolate ourselves from love’s risks, the smaller our living 

space becomes until it is just a coffin, in which only the dead reside.  Jesus invites us into life, into abundant 

life, and into eternal life.  “Fear not,” the angels always say, “for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy 

for all the people.  For to you is born this day a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.”  And in that savior, we place 

all our trust and hope.  “Fear knocked at my door.  Faith answered.  There was no one there.”  The wise are 

those who trust, with all their heart, soul, mind and strength, that the bridegroom is coming, and they are 

prepared, always prepared, to greet him with joy and thanksgiving.  

  Next Sunday, we will turn in our pledge cards, which means this week we each have a decision to 

make.  It’s an important decision.  It’s not just about how much money we are willing to give to Ladue 

Chapel next year.  It’s about how we choose to live, and for whom.  It’s a decision about our faith and our 

trust in God. 

 We are, each of us, prepared for the worst.  We do have money set aside for an emergency.  We do 

have life insurance, and even long-term care insurance.  We do have an emergency evacuation plan for this 

sanctuary.  And I don’t know about you but I always have an umbrella in my car.  I was a Boy Scout after all, 

and I still take seriously Scouting’s motto, to “be prepared.”  But if we only prepare for the worst, we are the 

most to be pitied. 

 Jeff Drew and Mary Sumner have shared with us a couple of stories about how the ministry of our 

congregation is transforming lives for the better.  The one Jeff will share with us this morning is about how a 

girl’s faith in Christ and Christ’s promises, is helping her cope with fear, and cast it out.  And this church 

gave her the tools to do that, to overcome darkness with light.  It’s what we are about here, proclaiming the 

good news of God’s never-ending love, and living into it as disciples of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  We have 

been doing that for seventy-four years, and the Session has invited us to celebrate our seventy-fifty 

anniversary next year, by showing the next generation of believers that we are committed to living into hope, 

that we are committed to welcoming all, that we are committed to transforming lives with the ministry of 

Christ, and that we are always and forever prepared for the best, which is our communion with the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit in the kingdom of heaven.  Hope and joy, and a glorious year of ministry in Christ’s 

name awaits us, if we are willing, and wise enough, to prepare for the best, if we are courageous enough to 

trust in God’s abundance, and if we are faithful enough to enter into the wedding banquet with our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Our seventy-fifth anniversary will not come around again.  Our youth will not be youth much 

longer.  The hungry don’t’ need food later; they need it now.  Today is the day.  Will we be foolish?  Or will 

we be wise? 

 You may think it harsh and unchristian that the foolish maidens were shut out of the banquet, but it 

simply reflects the truth of faith.  The wise maidens sent the foolish away to buy for themselves the oil they 

needed, not because they were unwilling to share, but because spiritual preparedness cannot be shared.  

When it comes to preparing to greet your Lord and master, you must buy for yourself.  Another cannot 

prepare on your behalf.  The Lord will call you by name, and you are the only one who can respond to his 

invitation.  In like fashion, the spiritual benefits of pledging, of making a financial commitment to the 

ministry of Christ’s church, cannot be given to you by another.  You must buy for yourself. 

 Ladue Chapel didn’t get to where it is today by living in fear, but by living in hope.  We didn’t arrive 

at this milestone year by preparing for the worst, but by preparing for the best.  Though the bridegroom’s 

arrival is delayed, he is still coming.  Don’t be foolish.  Be wise. 

 

PRAYER:  Almighty God, help us not to live in fear but to live courageously as those whom you love, that 

we may embrace the abundant life you have given us in Christ.  In his name we pray.  Amen. 
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