
 

 

 Sermon for Sunday, January 14, 2018 
 

Trust the Saving Force 
 

 Light and darkness, good and evil, are words that describe the struggle that continues to go on in our 

lives between the force of God and the force of this world, between the force of love and the force of selfishness, 

between the force of spirituality and the force of materialism.  John makes clear that in Jesus, the light of God 

came into the world to rescue it from the darkness.  And through his faithful obedience to God, Jesus overcame 

the darkness, not only for himself, but also for us.  The cosmic victory is won.  The darkness is defeated and the 

throne of God is at peace.  But the struggle continues in you and me.  You and I must still decide wherein we 

place our trust, our allegiance, and our ultimate devotion.  The power that God has given us may still be used for 

dark purposes; we can still choose the losing side.  Or it can be used to spread the light, to expose the goodness 

and mercy and saving power of God. 

 After Christmas I saw the motion picture, The Last Jedi, and as always in the Star Wars movies there is 

a battle between good and evil, and it’s a cosmic one.  But the struggle is also depicted, just as it is in Scripture, 

as a personal one.  There is a "Force" once well-known and followed by many valiant, courageous, and righteous 

disciples, called the Jedi, but now only one remains, Luke Skywalker, and he’s in hiding, wanting just to be left 

alone.  Meanwhile another, Kylo Ren, has chosen to follow in the footsteps of Darth Vader and use the Force for 

evil ends, to compel others to his will and keep them under his control.  At no time in any of the films is the 

Force described, but the clear impression is that the Force is the creative Spirit of God, which in the hands of the 

righteous is ultimately more powerful than the evil one.  But it must be followed and trusted, sometimes at great 

personal risk, and that’s the challenge.  The Jedi are instructed by their mentors to let go, and trust the Force.  

 Isn't that what faith is about for us as Christians?  God offers us Holy Spirit, that dimension of God 

which can penetrate our inner lives, there to direct them, strengthen them, and mold them.  God, declares the 

Bible, will empower our lives, give us the right words to say, uphold us in the face of every enemy, and save us 

from every defeat in this world and the next.  But we have to trust in the saving force of God's Spirit.  We have to 

believe, and learn to listen to the quiet Voice as it speaks, to have faith in the gentle tug that comes as the Spirit 

guides our actions.  There is a yielding that is necessary.  But we resist it.  We want to trust in our own wisdom, 

in our private judgement, in our personal abilities.  We want to use the force of God's Spirit for our ends, and not 

for the ends of God. 

 It is in the midst of this personal struggle with the force of God's Spirit, with choosing for the good or 

evil side, that we meet the author of Psalm 139.  Think of him as young Jedi knight.  We are granted the 

privilege of entering into his incredibly personal, intensely intimate, very private conversation with God, a 

conversation in which he discloses truths about God and himself that we all know—intimate truths—but which 

we often fail to acknowledge. 

 "O Lord, you examine me and know me."  Deep in our hearts, when we see clearly, we know that God's 

knowledge of us is intimate and personal.  Though we are often able to hide things about ourselves from others, 

we know that we cannot hide them from God.  God knows.  Though from time to time we hide things about 

ourselves from ourselves, we know that God knows.  God knows our thoughts before we think them, our words 

before we speak them, our actions before we do them.  Though we may be duplicitous with others, there is no 

deceiving God's Spirit.  God's knowledge of us is personal, and intimate, and complete.  God knows. 

 What a commentary on our times, we who put our trust in ever increasing knowledge, in science, and 

technology to solve our ills.  We trust that science will find a way to feed the millions of starving people, that 

technology will preserve the peace, and that scientists will prolong (if not clone) our lives.  And yet, despite the 

breadth of our knowledge, we are at each other's throats more than ever.  Incivility is rampant, racism is on the 

rise, millions more are starving and conflicts have increased rather than ceased. 

   The knowledge that God has of us is personal knowledge, intensely personal knowledge.  In fact God's 

knowledge has one thing that no form of modern knowledge has.  It has presence.  God's knowledge is not about 

us, it is of us.  God's knowledge of us is God with us; it is the result of God's communion with us.  God's probing 



 

 

and discerning presence is knowledge in communion, that inescapable bond that exists between God and you, 

between God and me, between God and every living being. 

 "Where can I go from your spirit?  “Or where can I flee from your presence,” writes the Psalmist.  

Wherever we are, whether in Heaven or in Sheol, God is with us.  Wherever we turn, to the light or to the 

darkness, God is with us.  To the person who feels abandoned by God, like Jesus on the cross, the abiding 

presence of God is a companion and comforter in troubled times.  To the person who seeks to flee from God, like 

Jonah, the abiding presence of God is unsettling, comforting but also confronting his lack of faith.  The Psalmist 

knows that wherever he is led, whether in life or in death, one thing will always be in hot pursuit, relentless in its 

quest, namely the compassionate knowledge of a loving God . . . .  There is no escape from the Hound of 

Heaven.   

 "There are no moments, distant and dark though they might be, in which God is absent.  There are no 

traumas in which we do not own God's mercies.”  This psalm is an intimate look at the fullness and mystery of 

one's life, a prism, imperfect as it is, through which the fullness and mystery of God are beheld.  It is an intimate 

testimony that God is indeed "all in all."  Despite our efforts to entrust ourselves to no one but ourselves, and in 

spite of our efforts to be utterly independent, God always intrudes, not like some unwanted guest, but as creator, 

advocate, friend, and savior, one who knows us better than we know ourselves and who claims us in compassion.  

In The Last Jedi, Luke and Rey know this feeling.  Neither of them can escape their destiny.  The power of the 

Force, keeps intruding, keeps knocking on the door of their minds and hearts, until each surrenders to it.  They 

are chosen, and destined, to be a saving influence in the cosmos, just as Martin Luther King Jr. was chosen and 

destined to be a saving influence on our society. 

 Finally this: God's presence is always personal, and always embodied.  In The Last Jedi, the Force is 

dispassionate, not personal, and able to be used for good or for ill.  God's Spirit is never dispassionate, and never 

impersonal.  The force of God's Spirit is always passionate for us, compassionate for us, eternally interested in 

and concerned for our well-being.  And it’s always embodied, most especially and decisively in Jesus of 

Nazareth.   

 In The Last Jedi, Luke gives his life to save the remaining members of the Rebellion.  But we know that 

in his death, he passes the Force to young Rey, and he will become present to her as Spirit in a way he could not 

have been before. 

 Isn't that also how we received the Spirit of God?  Christ, the embodiment of God's Spirit died for us, to 

our grief and horror, so that we might be changed.  He died that he might deliver to us his power, his Holy Spirit, 

so that we might live by his power, by his faith, and not by our own strength.  And in his dying, he became 

present to us as Spirit in a way he could not have been before.  Christ is risen!  The Lord lives!  He is our savior, 

time and again. 

 Where do we put our trust these days?  Is it not in our knowledge, in our computers, in our science, our 

medicine, and our technology?  Jesus invites us to trust in God, to trust only in God.  In the God who knows us 

through and through, and still loves us; in the God who is present with us in the best of times and in the worst of 

times, when we are saints and when we are sinners, as a passionate and compassionate friend calling us back to 

our best selves; in the God who made us and is personally invested in our world, in our lives and in our freedom; 

in the God who so loves us that he gave us his only son that whoever believes in him may have eternal life; in the 

God who is the light of hope in the darkness of human sin.  God has given us his Spirit to dwell in us as a saving 

force.  When we surrender ourselves to it, and embody it as disciples of Jesus Christ, evil shall be overcome. 

 The Last Jedi is a fantasy, of course.  The gift of God's Spirit is real.  It is the saving force that 

overcomes the world.  Receive it.  Trust it.  Live by it. 

 

PRAYER:  "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  See if there is any wicked 

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23-24)."  Amen. 
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