
 
 

 Sermon for Sunday, April 21, 2019 
 

"THE DOXOLOGY" 

 "For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen."  These final words of 
the Lord's Prayer, are a doxology, an ascription of praise to the God in whom we have dared to put our 
hope.  From the gospels we know this doxology is not a part of the original text of the Lord's Prayer; 
Jesus did not add it.  It was added by the early Christian church.  That it has endured as in integral part 
of the Prayer, is a testimony to the way in which it strikes a responsive chord in the hearts of the 
faithful. 

 Although an addition, the doxology has a meaningful relationship to the sixth petition, 
"deliver us from evil."  We know that evil arises out of human willfulness, and that only the God who 
created us and shepherds us can save us from our own misguided footsteps.  Why?  Because the 
kingdom and the power and the glory do not belong to us, but to God alone.  It's almost as if, by virtue 
of our having turned our heads to consider the genuine threat of evil and to pray for deliverance from it, 
we feel compelled to reassure ourselves by turning our heads back to God and saying, "For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever," lest we forget this essential and life-giving truth.  It's as 
if we instinctively know, that we will be delivered from evil if we keep our hearts, minds and wills 
focused on God's kingdom, God’s power, and God’s glory. 

 The doxology is also an affirmation of faith that encompasses the whole content of the Lord's 
Prayer.  Its words assert our recognition of what is, of how the world is established and maintained.  
This is God's world, not ours.  We pray to God not simply because we want to, or need to, but because 
it is necessary.  The Heidelberg Catechism offers this explanation: "Thou art our King, the 
All-Powerful, who art able and willing to give us every benefit, in order that thy name may be 
glorified—thy name and not ours or the name of Christianity or of the church." 

 But most of all, the doxology is an Easter affirmation of faith.  For the eleven disciples of 
Jesus, who learned the Prayer and used it as a daily devotion, Black Friday was a crushing defeat both 
emotionally and spiritually.  Everything they had hoped and believed about Jesus was shattered, that is, 
until Easter morning.  On Easter morning their faith was dramatically confirmed in Christ's rising from 
the dead.  The kingdom of God was established in Jesus, the power of God was victorious over evil, 
and the glory of God was revealed to anyone who had eyes to see.  So this doxology is like an emphatic 
punctuation mark arising out of the miracle of Easter, "For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever!"  Christ is risen! 

 Jesus had taught them to pray.  The disciples added the doxology to glorify God.  It was their 
response to the miracle of Easter. 

 Today, we are a long, long way from the Easter morning that so transformed the hearts and 
spirits of Jesus' disciples.  And no matter how convincing the reports of the way Jesus' resurrection 
appearances transformed them from a frightened, demoralized little band into a fearless and dynamic 
group of evangelists, they are still just reports.  With troubled hearts we keep looking to find some 
tangible evidence in our day, contrary to all appearances, that God is really governing our world. 



 
 

 So we pray the Lord's Prayer to its end, hoping that God is in control.  And because we are 
speaking to "Our Father who art in heaven," we do so in the secret hope that some sign, some reason 
will appear to prove to us that our prayers are not uttered into a void and that we do not pray in vain for 
the coming of the kingdom of God, for daily bread, for deliverance from evil, and for forgiveness of 
sin. 

 When we hope for such a sign we are in the good company of those very disciples who 
walked with Jesus himself.  They too asked of Jesus, "When will the kingdom of God come and where 
is it?  Give us some evidence; tell us the signs.  Before we enter into a life-and-death partnership with 
you we need some assurances that you speak the truth."  That was especially true after Jesus succumbed 
to the kingdom of Rome and the power of Pilate.  It is true even now when we feel overwhelmed by the 
kingdoms and powers in our world, when we fall victim to human cruelty or bureaucratic insensitivity, 
to indiscriminate fate, or to death itself.  When is the kingdom of God coming, and where is its power? 

 Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he 
answered, "The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, 
'Look, here it is!' or 'There it is!'  For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you (Luke 17:20-21)."  
This doesn't mean that the kingdom of God is in you, as if you have possession of it in your own body.  
It means that the kingdom of God is where Jesus is.  When you are with Jesus, living in his spirit, you 
are in the midst of the kingdom, and the power, and the glory of God. 

 Where is Jesus?  This is part of the problem for humankind, because we look for Christ in all 
the familiar places and find him not.  We look for him among the kingdoms of this earth, and find him 
not, because as he told Pilate, his kingdom is not of this earth.  We look for him among the powerful 
and find him not, because he is among the powerless.  We look for him in the brightness of heaven and 
find him not, because he is busily at work in the darkness of hell.  God sent Jesus into the darkness and 
despair of the human condition, into the deepest pits of suffering and death to do his work.  Wherever 
there is a cross to bear, suffering to be endured, brokenness to be healed, there is where the Christ will 
be found.  Don't look up to find Jesus, look down.  God is always found in the depths.  You won't find 
Jesus when you are standing tall, but when you are on your knees. 

 Back in the Middle Ages, when the great cathedrals were being built to the glory of God, like 
Notre Dame, the tallest building in town was by far the church.  The cathedrals were a grand testimony 
to faith.  Today, of course, the banks and office buildings tower over the churches as a testimony to our 
culture's faith.  Anyone who has ever been to St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York can picture what I 
mean.  That church is dwarfed by the monuments of steel and concrete that stand beside it.  St. Patrick's 
was once a grand testimony to faith.  Today, it is perhaps an even greater testimony to the truth, that to 
find Jesus, you need to look down into the depths of the human condition, down where the children of 
God live and work. 

 To find the kingdom of God, you need to stand in the right place; it's a matter of perspective.  
If you stand in the wrong place, you see absolutely nothing.  But if you stand in the right place, then 
even children, fools, and the despised of this world can see the great mysteries of the kingdom of God. 

 It’s like the stained glass window of this church.  From the outside of the church you see 
nothing but darkened, dirty panes.  But the moment you enter into the church, the window takes on 
color and beauty, reflecting the light, and telling the whole story of salvation.  The mystery of the 
kingdom of God can be seen only if we are in it.  So we begin to understand why Jesus said of the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: From the wise and understanding of this world it is hidden, but to the 
children and those who love him it is revealed. 



 
 

 The truth, is that we don't so much need to have Jesus reveal himself to us, as we need to 
reveal ourselves to him.  We need to enter into the depths of human existence where Jesus and his 
suffering love are found, and walk beside him in service to God and to one another.  Before we can 
ever pray with certainty, "For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory," we must risk entering 
into a loving relationship with this son of God and all those whom he loves.  We do that by investing 
ourselves in the church, which is Christ's body.  Only in the church can you find yourself in Christ.  It is 
in the church, flawed as it is, that we find the tangible evidence that the kingdom and the power and the 
glory belong to God, and to God alone. 

 So we start to pray the Lord's Prayer not in great confidence or in blind faith, but with hope 
that God's love will prevail.  Then as we continue to journey in Christ, learning from experience that 
God really does provide us our daily bread, and forgives us our sin, and really can transform our hearts 
for new life, this doxology begins to echo the praise we feel for the God who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think.  The doxology is not an assertion we must adopt before we 
pray the Lord's Prayer, but the conclusion to which our repeated use of the Prayer drives us. 

 Jesus gives new meaning to the word kingdom.  The kingdom of God is found in Jesus Christ; 
it is among those who live in Christ's spirit and who serve in Christ's name.  It is a kingdom not of this 
world, but of God's world. 

 Jesus gives new meaning to the word power.  No longer is power defined by the force of arms 
or economic superiority, but it is defined by love, the kind of love that is willing to bear another's 
burdens, suffer another's disgraces, and forgive another's insults for the sake of remaining in 
relationship with one another.  It is the power to become the children of God, the power that turns 
enemies into friends, and the power that casts our fear. 

 Jesus gives new meaning to the word glory.  No longer is glory defined as the praise of 
humankind, but it is the praise of God.  On Mount Sinai, Moses asked that he might see God's glory, 
and God said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you."  God's glory is the light and life of God's 
goodness, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

 "For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever."  This is the sound of the 
praise of God that rings from the lips of those who have seen the world through the eyes of Christ.  We 
speak these words of praise when life is good to us, and when life is hard upon us, when we are 
overflowing with joy and when we are consumed with pain, because in Christ we see life not in terms 
of our own span of years, but from the beginning to the end of history itself, in the pure light of 
eternity.  That eternity is ruled and sustained by God's self-giving, forgiving, and suffering love.  When 
we understand that in our minds and hearts, the doxology moves from being an archaic set of words to 
becoming the glad thunder of Easter trumpets: "For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen." 

PRAYER:  Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself to us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and cleared away all the obstacles that could keep you from us.  Help us, 
this day, to reveal our hearts to you, as those who trust in you, who serve you as ambassadors of Christ 
amazing love, and who glorify you with our lips and with our lives, for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  In Christ we pray.  Amen. 
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