
 
 

  
Sermon for Sunday, January 13, 2018 

 
 

FEED THE FIRE 
 

 
 It is often forgotten that when we administer the sacrament of baptism, as I did to my granddaughter 
a few weeks ago, we baptize not only with water, but also with Holy Spirit, or as Luke puts it in his account, 
“with fire.” We say as we administer the water, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”  That’s the baptism with water.  But then we administer a blessing, and say, “And 
may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you and dwell in your heart 
forever,” which declares that in baptism the believer also receives the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In baptism, we 
not only are born again and become new creatures with a new identity, but we also receive power, the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to live into the new life we have in Christ.  I don’t think we take either of these gifts 
received in baptism, seriously enough.  Baptism is about entering into the family of God as redeemed persons 
made new in Christ, and about receiving the power of God’s Spirit to serve as ambassadors of Christ.  And 
that gift is the same for adults as it is for infants, because we don’t have adult baptism and infant baptism; we 
just have baptism. 
 I’ve always appreciated how the apostle Paul understood the affect of baptism upon us.  He said we 
are clothed in Christ, robed as it were in Christ’s faith, Christ’s purity, and Christ’s love.  That is the 
incredible gift of salvation.  It’s as if when God looks at us post-baptism, God no longer sees sinners, but 
sees only beloved children, perfect in faith, obedience, and love.  And God promises that God will never see 
us in any other way.  We are members of God’s family, and that’s that.  We share God’s surname—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—and enjoy not only all the privileges of membership in God’s family, and the 
responsibilities, but are also assured of sharing in the inheritance of God’s family, which is God’s eternal 
life.   
 The robe of Christ is, of course, way too big for us.  It drapes over us, and hangs on us.  And yet it is 
the gift of God’s amazing grace.  Our response to this gift is to mature in faith, is to do what we can to live 
into the size of the robe that we may serve as ambassadors of Christ.  But we do that not because we have to, 
and not because God demands it of us, or expects it of us, but because we are grateful beyond words for this 
most amazing gift of salvation in Christ.  The Christian life is all about giving thanks, day after day, moment 
after moment, and Sunday after Sunday.  God's blessing is a done deal.  It’s why we offer to God our praise 
and thanksgiving.  But we also do this in the Church, which is why it’s essential that the parents of those 
baptized are members of the church.  A child has little, if any, opportunity to mature in faith outside the 
community of faith.  They are adopted into God’s family to live, and move, and grow into God’s family as 
beloved participants, not to be strangers in God’s household. 
 Baptism, however, is not only about entering into the family of God as a redeemed person made new 
in Christ, but is also about receiving the power of God’s Spirit to serve as ambassadors of Christ.  We are 
baptized not only with water, but with fire, the fire of God’s Holy Spirit.  The water, frankly, just makes us 
clean.  It rinses, cleanses, and is the universal solvent.  We can’t live physically without it.  But we are more 
than just physical beings; we are also spiritual beings, sentient beings, who dream, who imagine, and who 
love.  The water of baptism washes away our sin, and demonstrates God’s forgiveness.  But the goal of the 
Christian life is not just forgiveness; it’s reconciliation.  We are healed and saved by God for a purpose, to be 
ambassadors of Christ’s love and justice, to be the messengers of reconciling love, and to be the community 



 
 
of the reconciled. 
 It’s a bit like beginning your day.  You wake up, take a shower, get clean, and clothe yourself.  But 
there is a whole lot more to your day than that.  Washed clean, you enter into the world and its life to 
contribute to its thriving, and to make a difference with the talents and gifts God has given you.  That’s the 
spiritual side of life, and as baptized children of God, we believe that the spiritual side of life is empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 
 Throughout the Old and New Testaments, the appearance and presence of God is depicted by the 
image of fire.  God was present in the fire that confirmed the covenant with Abraham (Gen 15:17), in the fire 
of the burning bush on the top of Mount Sinai (Ex. 3:2), in the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites through 
the wilderness (Ex. 13:21-22). In Revelation the Christ appears with "eyes of fire" (Rev. 1:14, 2:18), and in 
Acts, God's Holy Spirit appears as "tongues of fire" (Acts 2:3).  So when John the Baptist declared that he 
was baptizing with water, but the one greater than he would baptize with fire, his message was unmistakable. 
The Messiah would not merely cleanse the people of their sin, but he would also baptize them with the 
presence and with the power of God.  With holy fire! 
 The fire is God's power, the power of perfect love, the power of redemptive love, and the power of 
suffering love.  It's the passion of God, the incredible ardor of love that keeps God in relationship with us 
despite our stubborn disobedience and continuing recalcitrance.  In the fire, we receive God's Holy Spirit, the 
abiding presence of the Almighty, the empowerment to live not only a new kind of life, but to live as a 
transforming presence in the world.  When we receive the fire, we know that the Spirit of the Lord is upon 
us. 
 Why does God give us the fire?  To create the Church, of course.  Our purpose is to become the ever-
expanding church of Jesus Christ.  In baptism we get identity, power, and purpose.  Our identity is that we 
have been chosen by God. Our power is that we possess the power of God's Spirit. Our purpose is to do the 
will of God. 
 On New Year’s Day, I started a fire in my fireplace in the morning, and kept it going all day and 
through the evening until Holly and I went to bed.  You’ve all done it, and you know what it requires.  To 
keep the fire going you have to feed it continually with more wood.  It’s the fuel for the fire.  And sometimes 
you have to fan the coals to get the fire blazing again. 
 Just so, for everyone who has been baptized there is a continuing need to "feed the fire" in our hearts, 
to renew our baptism, lest our faith become lukewarm or stone cold.  The fire of God's Spirit needs to be 
fueled with the Word of God which we read in the Bible. The fire of God's Spirit needs to be fanned with 
worship and prayer to renew the passion in our relationship by regular communication with God.  And the 
fire of God's Spirit needs to be built in the hearth of the church, where brothers and sister's in faith act like 
hot coals to keep one another glowing with the zeal of Christ's love. 
 So a renewal of baptism entails at least two things for us as disciples of Christ.  It means believing 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength that baptism makes us new and makes us one.  We are the body of 
Christ.  But it also means to feed the fire of God’s Spirit in our hearts.  The world cannot afford for us to let 
the fire go out.  You and I cannot afford to let the fire go out.  We need continually to "feed the fire."   
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