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 A note from Pastor Mark

      Ladue Chapel continues to thrive as a church that seeks to make a 
difference on behalf of Jesus Christ in the lives of our members, our 
neighbors, our community, and those in need. We have been and we 
remain faithful and generous, contributing 20% of living donor gifts to
mission outreach.

     One of the hallmarks of our ministry has been our commitment to 
adult faith formation, inviting guest speakers from all over St. Louis to 
enliven our faith development. Over the past two years we also invested 
a great deal of time, energy, talent, and money into creating a more
sustainable ministry to our youth and children, and that investment is 

bearing fruit.

     The care we provide to one another in times of need is comprehensive and compassionate, and 
we are equally good about enjoying one another in Christian Fellowship. Our members linger in the 
Gathering Place long after worship. We love each other!

      Serving God with worship remains at the heart of everything we do. The choirs continue to amaze 
us, and the organ, with David Erwin at the console, continues to enthrall us, all to the glory of God.

     This past year we marked three milestones. The General Assembly of our denomination met in St. 
Louis in June, and in November we celebrated the 75 th anniversary of the founding of Ladue Chapel. 
We also welcomed into our “cottage” the Interfaith Partnership Organization of Greater Saint Louis, 
with whom we hope to have a long, fruitful, and dynamic relationship.

     
Faithfully yours,

     

    
 Rev. Dr. Mark P. Thomas  
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Every church has five essential ministries: worship, education, fellowship, member care, and 
mission. Ladue Chapel is no exception, but our challenge, as a destination church, is to excel 
in all five of those ministries. Thankfully we do! This year in our annual report, rather than 
recounting everything we did in the normal course of ministry, we just want to highlight the 
extra things we did in 2018 that we hope made a difference. Of course, there is one more area 
of ministry that deserves our attention and that’s our resource ministries, which provide the 
finances to accomplish what we do on behalf of Christ.

Welcome



WORSHIP MINISTRIES

New Sanctuary Banners
Our new Advent and Lenten banners were dedicated in 

worship on the first Sunday of Advent, December 2. 2018.

Designed by Denmark native and former Webster Groves 
artist, Marianne Axboe, the newest sanctuary banners are for 

both Advent and Lent.  The colors of Advent and Lent are 
red, purple, and gold, and blue is the color of Epiphany and 
the celebration of Christ’s baptism.  The “uplifting” linear 

movement of the design evokes feelings of hope, anticipation, 
and the expectation of new and joyful events to come.  The 

central cross reminds us of the three great Christian virtues 
of faith, hope, and love, and the crown at the top symbolizes 

the Holy Trinity.  The three partial golden circles in the design 
remind us of the ever-changing seasons in the church year and 

the everlasting love of God.

The banners are a gift from the Memorial Fund in memory of 
Mary Jane Esther, mother of Dr. James Esther.
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Ladue Chapel continues to offer worship in the Reformed tradition that glorifies God, and is unsurpassed 
in the St. Louis area in excellence. An extra highlight this past year was the Chancel Choir singing the 
Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah in December, and as always, our amazing new organ. We also 
added a new set of banners for the sanctuary, pictured below, that are designed for display during the 
seasons of Advent and Lent. But our best event of all was our celebration of our 75 th anniversary on 
November 4 th , when we welcomed back our former pastors, enjoyed a wonderful fellowship luncheon, 
and left committed to continuing to represent Christ in our community and in the world.



EDUCATION MINISTRIES
Christian Education
Children’s Ministry at Ladue Chapel seeks to live into the baptismal vow we as a congregation have made to our 
children: “to love, encourage and support you, to share the good news of the gospel with you, and to help you know 
and follow Christ.”

Youth ministry at Ladue Chapel continues to thrive! Through youth group, special events, Sunday school and mission 
trips, our students are invited to ask questions, explore their faith and grow into the people God has created them to be.   

  The Faith Formation/Education Ministries of Ladue Chapel continue to be a hall mark of our congregation. 
We are in the process of living into our sustainable children’s and youth ministry report and our Adult 
Education programming is as diverse, deep, and current as it has ever been. At Ladue Chapel, we are 
continually committed to Finding Faith, Forming Faith, and Living Faith for all age levels.
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Route 345 trip to Eckert’s

Confirmands participating in PDA Clean Up Bucket Assembly

Vacation Bible School
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FELLOWSHIP  MINISTRIES

The fellowship life of Ladue Chapel remains active and diverse, with major annual events like Watcher’s 
Eve, Strawberry Festival, Trunk or Treat, and Rally Day, as well as 10 Bread Breaker groups, Women’s 
Association and Men’s Fellowship. In addition, the Women’s and Men’s Retreats in January are attracting 
more and more of our members, and of special note was the ever-expanding Men’s Grilling Group.

World Communion Fellowship Watcher’s Eve



MEMBER MINISTRIES

Member ministries are about caring for one another in the body of Christ which is our church. The Deacons 
provide a ministry of contact, reaching out to our homebound members and those living in retirement facilities, 
assisted living, and nursing homes. The Stephen Ministers provide a ministry of deeper and longer care to 
our members in need of more attention, and are specifically trained to do so. Meanwhile, a very committed 
group of members pray for those in need in the Prayer Chain. The deacons took it upon themselves this year to 
begin providing communion to the homebound, which our form of government allows now on a Sunday when 
communion is served in worship. It was well received!
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MISSION MINISTRIES

Ladue Chapel continues to contribute 20% of living donor gifts to mission, 
which amounts to a double tithe on behalf of Christ. Half of that we 
contribute in support of our denomination and to its mission causes. The 
other half we contribute to charitable organizations whom we think are 
doing great ministry in our community. 

Agencies We Support
Mission Children and Youth
• Restore St. Louis-Firm 

Foundation Tutoring
• Mission Interns
• Uni-Pres Kindercottage
• Youth Mission Trip
• Presby. Children Homes and 

Services (PCHAS)
• Cornerstone Center
• LEAD Tutoring
Church Worldwide
• Mission worker – Karla Koll 

(Costa Rica)
• Interfaith Partnership
• Theological Education Fund
• Princeton Seminary
• Austin Seminary
• U-Kirk-St. Louis (at Trinity PC)
Missions-Hunger
• Gateway Greening
• Chapel for the Exceptional
• Food Bank Operations
• Isaiah 58 Ministries
• Meds & Food for Kids (Haiti)
Missions-Housing & Health
• Rebuilding Together STL
• Jubilee Services
• Care & Counseling, Inc.
• STARS-St.Andrews Resources 

for Seniors
• Concordance Academy (Project 

COPE)
• Habitat for Humanity
• Casa de Salud
• COPE Individual Assistance

Mission Committee

We were thrilled to welcome Interfaith 
Partnership of Greater St. Louis to our 
campus in July 2018 and we look forward 
to a fruitful ministry with them for the 
good of our city. It’s a blessing to share in 
ministry with one of the oldest interfaith 
organizations in the country.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY
In June, our presbytery hosted the General Assembly of our denomination for its biannual meeting, and our staff 
and members were actively engaged in preparing for, implementing, and participating in that great gathering of 
Presbyterian brothers and sisters from across our nation and the globe. Ladue Chapel hosted about sixty of the 
commissioners for worship and for lunch. Two artifacts remain from our hosting of the Assembly. One is the unique 
door painted by Marilyn Smith that now hangs in our main hallway. The other is the Labyrinth, made in our church, 
which we continue to use to our spiritual benefit.

Communion table at the General Assembly with the hand-quilted table coverings made by Ladue Chapel members

Door that was created by local artist Marilyn Smith which illustrates the 
GA’s  commissioned hymn, “Draw the Welcome Circle Wider.”
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 Capital Campaigns - Specific major expansions   
     or renovations;

 Endowment Funds - Non-recurring projects over   
     and above annual ongoing maintenance;

 General Operating Funds - Annual maintenance,
     preventative maintenance, general cleaning, 
     minor repairs, landscaping.

Plans for 2019:
 Replace 2 additional HVAC Units
 Replace flat roof over kitchen
 Tuck point East side of main building
 Paint ceiling, refinish windows and replace floor in Woods  
          Chapel
 Replace windows in Fireside Room
 Replace carpeting in Gulick and Leutwiler Rooms
 Repair Fellowship Hall divider  walls

RESOURCE MINISTRIES

Stewardship

Number of Pledges:
2017:
2018:

2017:
2018:

Total Pledged:
$1,273,341
$1,333,233

320
321
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2019: 268

2019: $1,228,960

Endowment & Planned Giving

2018 Accomplishments 
• Continued providing assistance to the 

operating budget

• Updated website presence and functionality

• Held Annual Legacy Luncheon for members 
who have indicated their enduring support 
for the ministry of Ladue Chapel.

During the year, $65,220 was added to the endowment funds from new contributions and $253,043 was 
distributed for a wide variety of uses. The fund distribution was a conservative 3.1% of the funds. The 
endowment has proven itself to be an invaluable funding source for a variety of projects and ministries in 
2018. These projects included a much needed roof repair, restoration of the cottage, the replacement of two 
HVAC Units, replacement of the Audio Visual System in Fellowship Hall, continued support of Princeton 
Seminary, and a variety of other commitments.

The Ladue Chapel portfolio return during 2018 was a 
loss of 5.8% as compared to the S&P 500 performance 
during the same time period of a loss of 6.6%

2017 Balance
as of December 31, 2017

$6,925,450
2018 Balance

as of December 31, 2018

$6,343,710
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Giving Thanks Campaign

The Giving Thanks campaign will 
conclude July 30, 2019. We are on track 
to close out the remaining pledges 
making this a very successful campaign. 

During 2018 we installed a new Audio/ 
Visual system in Fellowship Hall and 
redecorated the Hallway running from 
our main entrance to Woods Chapel.

Property
The Property Committee is charged by Session as stewards of the church facilities, 

grounds and mechanical operating systems. Funding is obtained on three platforms:

 Capital Campaigns - Specific major expansions   
     or renovations;

 Endowment Funds - Non-recurring projects over   
     and above annual ongoing maintenance;

 General Operating Funds - Annual maintenance,
     preventative maintenance, general cleaning, 
     minor repairs, landscaping.

2018 Accomplishments:

 Roof Replacement - primarily funded       
by insurance claim
 Replacement of copper gutters and          
flashing, primarly funded by insurance claim
 Restoration of the Cottage
 Replaced 2 HVAC Units
 Replaced Audio Visual System in           
Fellowship Hall
 Exterior painting and repair of fascia, 
soffit and windows on main building 
structure
 Replaced Security System control panel

Plans for 2019:
 Replace 2 additional HVAC Units
 Replace flat roof over kitchen
 Tuck point East side of main building
 Paint ceiling, refinish windows and replace floor in Woods  
          Chapel
 Replace windows in Fireside Room
 Replace carpeting in Gulick and Leutwiler Rooms
 Repair Fellowship Hall divider  walls

Total Pledges Made
Total Pledges Outstanding
Sources of Funds
Total Pledges Collected
Non Pledge Gifts
Line of Credit
Total Funds Available
Uses of Funds
Capital Dollars Spent
Expenses Paid

Total Funds Used

10% Contribution to Mission 
Restricted Fund

Cash On Hand
Commerce Giving Thanks 
Bank Account 12/31/2018

5,387,331
230,444

5,156,887
466,428
296,201

5,919,516

4,752,316
532,020
520,112

5,804,448

115,068
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Financials

     1. General Fund revenues were 3% less than      
         projected. Pledged contributions exceeded    
         expectations while unpledged contributions fell  
         short of expectations. We feel the poor 
         performance of the stock market in the latter half 
         of 2018 had a major impact.

During Fiscal 2018 the Operating results reflect a deficit of $40,000 when comparing revenues received less 
expenses incurred. There are three primary contributing factors.

Chart Title

Donor Contributions Income From Temporarily Restricted Funds

Income from Permanently Restricted Funds Property Usage Fee

Other Income Play Day Out

Per Capita

Donor Contributions
Income from Permanently
Restricted Funds
Other Income
Per Capita

Income from Temporarily 
Restricted Funds
Property Usage Fee
Play Day Out

Sources of Revenue

Administrative Expenses
Play Day Out
Deacons/Stephen Ministers
Youth and Young Adults
Worship & Music

Communications & Tech
Staff Resources
Property
Other Misc Expenses
Fellowship & New Member

Adult Programs/Education
Missions
Stewardship
PerCapita
Childrens Programs

Sources of Expense

0

Analysis of Revenue and Expense

ExpensesRevenues Net Results

2,500,000

2,000,000

1,500,000

1,000,000

500,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 20182017

 2. Approximately 60% of the loss is attributed to 
         the PDO program. The program did experience 
         an enrollment drop which was higher than 
         anticipated but much of the loss is due to timing 
         issues. We have to book revenue on a cash received 
         basis and the timing of the tuition payments was 
         not accurately applied to the calendar budget. 
         Looking  at the school year results the program 
         showed a slight surplus.

     3. We have a few unexpected maintenance/  
         technical equipment items occur during   
         the year:

• HVAC serving the Gathering Place
• Security System Control Board
• Network Server
• Heat Pump for boiler servicing                         

 Sanctuary



Adult Programs/Education
Missions
Stewardship
PerCapita
Childrens Programs



9450 Clayton Road
Saint Louis, Missouri 63124

314-993-4771   laduechapel.org


