
Welcome Back Spring KLCOA Meeting 
May 20th  2017 

Haliburton Forest Seminar Room 
Let’s rekindle our summer friendships or make new ones. Last year, we had a full 
house with standing room only after 9:00am so book your calendars for your  2017 
Spring Meeting in the Haliburton Forest Seminar Room. Malcolm Cockwell, the 
President of Haliburton Forest will update us about the Forest activities. Tayce 
Wakefield, our President, will provide us with plans for a busy 2017 summer season. 
This year, you should have received your Love Your Lake Shoreline Assessment. 
Jim Prince and Cam Douglas will review the Kennisis Lake results but also talk in 
more detail about Kennisis Lake Water Quality testing. We are all stewards of our 
lake and need to know updated information. Face to face meetings give us the     
opportunity to have the discussions and ask the questions that  make us more 
knowledgeable and better KLCOA lake stewards. 

Another New Sign For Kennisis Lake Community 

  West Shore Road Sign 

 

On Sunday April 9th a team of          

volunteers erected the new sign that 

they had built over the winter months 

in Larry Hewitt’s garage. 

The previous sign, which collapsed late 

last fall, had been erected many years 

back by the developer of the West 

Shore lots.  With some design          

improvements we are hopeful the new sign will last even longer. 

A huge thanks to our volunteers – Larry Hewitt, Murray Whittaker, Don Box, 

Peter Hewitt, Jim Redner, Ron Faulkner and John Smith. 

 

Contributions to the cost of the materials, since we don’t want only those who 

provided hours of their time to shoulder the costs, would be appreciated and 

can be arranged by emailing jd33smith@yahoo.com. 
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Dates to Remember 

KLCOA Spring  Meeting: 

May  20th 2016,  

8:30am coffee 

9:00am meeting 

Haliburton Forest Seminar Building 

Family Potluck 

May 27th, Haliburton Forest 

Septic inspection Demo 

Sat. June 17th 9;00am  

1178 Boomerang Rd (off West Shore) 

KLCOA Sponsored First Aid Training  

June 24th, 25th 

Ladies  Of The Lake Lunch 

July  1st, 

Host: Karen Harper (next to the Ma-

rina) 

KLCOA Fireworks/CANADA DAY 

Sat July 1st 

Rain date - July 2nd 

9:30pm or later 

Rock Bass Fishing  Derby 

Sat. July  8th 

Art on the Dock 

July 8th & 9th 

Norahs Island 10th Anniversary 

July 16th - 1:00pm—3:00pm 

Regatta  &  

Car/Motorcycle  Show 

Sat. Aug. 5th 

Sailing Regatta 

Sun. Aug 6th: 1:00pm   

Tom Kovac ’s Lakeside Concert 

Aug. 26th - 3:00pm 

KLCOA General Meeting 

Sat Sept 2nd 

 

 

mailto:jd33smith@yahoo.com


President’s Message – Spring 2017 

 

By now, you should have had a chance to access the Love Your Lake      

assessment and recommendations for your property on Kennisis.  To    

maintain good water quality in cottage country lakes, at least 75% of the 

shoreline should be kept in a natural state for a minimum of 30 metres 

( a pproximately 100 feet )  back from the shoreline.   While we are glad that 

the Kennisis Lakes were among only 8% of lakes in Haliburton that met this 

minimum, at 78% natural and regenerative, we barely met the mark and 

there is lots we can do.  We encourage everyone to act on the recommendations in their own reports.  If we 

all take steps to renaturalize as much as possible, together we will make a real difference in the quality of our 

lakes. 

We ’ re pleased that Graeme Woods has volunteered to take over from long-time organizer Graham Beach 

in putting together our 2017 tree planting initiative this spring –  this is one good way to access native      

species to fill in your shoreline. 

Another important way to show your love for our lake is in having your septic pumped and inspected to make 

sure that it is functioning optimally.   If you ’ d like to learn more about septic inspections, we encourage you 

to participate in the Septic Inspection Open House on June 17th. 

On the social side, there ’ s lots to love at the lake this summer.  We hope to see you at the Ladies of the 

Lake Luncheon on Canada ’ s 150th Birthday and at the Fireworks that evening.  Art on the Dock is back,  

bigger than ever, for the third year in a row with many of your favourite exhibitors and some really interesting 

new ones.   We hope to again increase the Kennisis contribution to the Arts Council –  Haliburton           

Highlands ’  Artists in the Schools program through the various Art on the Dock fundraising activities –  this 

is a positive way of giving back to our broader community. 

For the children, swimming lessons and the BOOM sailing program are back, along with the Family Networks 

which offer a great way for families to get to know other families on the lake.  For many Kennisis people, 

these bonds will last a lifetime .                                                                                                                     

Mark your calendars for our annual Kennisis Regatta on Saturday, August 5th for fun for the whole family.      

KLCOA has so much on the go for you –  interfacing with municipal officials on roads and policy issues,  

liaising with the OPP and growing the Kennisis Watch program, reaching out to the Ministry of Natural       

Resources and Forestry on fish issues, enhancing water quality testing on our lakes, arranging discount   

programs with energy providers, organizing a variety of social and recreational programs –  the list goes on                      

          and on. 
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Every one of your KLCOA Directors –  David Austin, Graham Beach, Cam Douglas, Brian Evans, Tina 

Fagg, Sheelagh Lawrance, Tony Lepine, Joan Middleton, John Middleton, Terry O’ C onnor, Janis Parker, 

Jim Prince, John Smith, Cathy Whittaker and Deb Wratschko –  is actively engaged and  working on    

initiatives to improve our quality of life and quality of environment.   Please join  me in saying a big thank 

you to each of them and to all of our other volunteers for their efforts. 

At our Fall Annual General Meeting on Labour Day Weekend, we will hold our biennial elections for the 

Board.  We welcome new energy and new ideas –  if you might be willing to serve on the Board, we     

encourage you to speak to one of the current Directors over the course of the summer to learn more about 

what ’ s involved.                                                                                                                                      

While we ’ r e one of the largest cottage owners ’  associations in the province and almost two-thirds of 

property owners on our lakes participate as members, our community would be even stronger with every 

property owner participating.  We ask for your help in getting everyone on board - please  encourage your 

neighbours to join the KLCOA and to join in our initiatives and events. 

We ’ re looking forward to seeing you at our Spring Meeting on Saturday, May 20th at the Seminar     

Building at Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve, and to enjoying another great summer with you on the   

Kennisis Lakes. 

Be sure to regularly check our website, www.klcoa.org, for the latest details on all of our events and activities. 

Tayce Wakefield 
President, KLCOA 
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DOCK PERMITS: AN UPDATE FROM FOCA 
 
MNRF have posted proposed new regulations under the Public Lands Act to 
enable certain occupations of public land without the need for permits, leases 
etc. This includes docks, boat lifts, boat ramps, and (single-storey) boat-
houses, swim rafts, and other structures/things. EBR posting # 013-0211 has 
been posted for a 45 day public review and comment period that ends  May 18 
2017.  This would essentially return to the prior regime where the                
municipalities set the policy for most docks and decks at the waterfront.  It is 
important to note that the requirement to obtain permits from MNRF for         
on-water works remains in place, until further notice.        

http://www.klcoa.org%2C/
https://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-External/displaynoticecontent.do?noticeId=MTMyMzA0&statusId=MjAwODQ0&language=en
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Art on the Dock 2017 - July 8 & 9 

W e are pleased to announce our 3rd annual "KLCOA Art on the Dock", a studio-type tour featuring over 40 artists and 

artisans at 20 locations around the Kennisis Lakes.  This event will take place rain or shine! 

Mark your calendars, invite your friends and plan to visit the exhibitor locations by boat or by car.  The exhibition hours will 

be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.   

We are delighted that many of last year’s exhibitors will be back again this year including painters Joyce Sumara, Bonnie 

Richardson, Ian Ball, Shelley Beach, Ray Dugan, Tracey Lee Green, Wilf McOstrich, and Shirley Turchet.  Potters John Middle-

ton and Melissa Bouwmeister will be exhibiting again as will photographer Michael Maclaverty.  Also returning will be        

jewellery maker Gabrielle Holmes, soap maker Lea Bartlett, quilter Shirlee Weeks and worker in wood Kyle Good.  New      

exhibitors this year will be painters Alison Sawatzky, Leila Leighton, Jon McTavish, Marleen Campbell and Jeanette Kling (both 

of whom exhibited in 2015), distressed furniture and décor by Andi Rodgers, hand knit doll clothes by Wendy Nash, sculptor 

Yolanda vanderGaast, and handmade women’s garments by Anna Luckai.  Many more exhibitors will have guest artists with 

them this year.  New guest artists include makers of unisex clothing and body products, a potter, a painter, and a              

woodworker.  So the range of media represented has expanded once again.  The full brochure will be available on line in 

early May.  Please be sure to watch for it! 

Many artists have donated examples of their work which will be available to be won during early-bird draws, door prizes and 

for visitors who visit a specified number of exhibitor locations over the AOTD weekend.  A silent auction will once again be 

held at the Ladies of the Lake Lunch on Saturday, July 1st. 

As a new and exciting initiative this year, we will be selling limited edition prints and t-shirts of a painting specially created by 

Wilf McOstrich for Art on the Dock.  The watercolour painting titled “Bringing Home a Moosterpiece” depicts a whimsical 

scene of a moose in a canoe paddling home with his Art on the Dock purchase.  Watch for eblasts and information on the 

KLCOA website for how to pre-order the limited edition prints and t-shirts. 

. 

‘Bringing Home a Moosterpiece”  by Wilf McOstrich  
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Many thanks to Janis Parker of Parker Pad & Printing and Bev & Gary 

Pike of Viper Marketing for sponsoring the event again this year.  Their 

contributions mean that we will be able to make a donation to the Arts Council –Haliburton Highlands ’      

Artists in the Schools program with contributions from exhibitors and visitors for the third year.  Watch your 

KLCOA eblasts for further information and plan to visit the lakeside studios to see the wonderful creativity 

and talents on our lake, have a fun weekend, seeing old friends and making new acquaintances. 
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Come Visit Us At Abbey Gardens 
Abbey Gardens is a charity with a big dream to transform a spent gravel pit (380 acres) into a green space that provides 

economic and recreational opportunities to our community. Everything we do on site helps further our mission to create 

opportunities for the public to learn about living more sustainably. If you want to learn about local food, gardening, re-

newable energy, sustainable construction techniques, heritage agricultural animals, land restoration or cooking  

techniques, this is the place to visit! Our site features local food shopping opportunities through our Food Hub,  

interpretive trails, heritage breed demonstrations, programming and event spaces, picnic areas and kiosks. 

 

Eat Great Local Food 

The Food Hub at Abbey Gardens is open Wednesday to Saturday from 10am-6pm during the winter, spring and fall. 

From Victoria Day weekend to Thanksgiving weekend, we’re open 7 days a week from 10am-6pm (9pm on Fridays in 

the summer).  NOTE – If you’re coming from out of town, you can place an order, either by phone or on-line, and pick 

up a ready to go bag/box on your way by on Friday evening. Or stop-in for a Friday night wood-fired pizza and beer! 

We’ll have fresh bread, seasonal produce, natural meats, preserves, fresh-roasted coffee, flours, and more!  We’ll  

continue to offer lunch during our regular business hours including homemade sandwiches, soups, chili, salads and 

spreads, as well as wood-fired pizza (check website for pizza schedule). 

 

Shop in store, or fill your virtual cart using our new online store!  Visit www.abbeygardens.ca for homemade breads, 

jams, coffee, flour products and more! 

 
A Full Day of Summer Fun 

Stop by Abbey Gardens for a unique outdoor experience this summer! Hike the trails, explore the garden rows while 

learning about vegetable gardening, savour a craft beer at Haliburton Highlands Brewing, learn about renewable energy 

at the  Haliburton Solar + Wind Off-Grid Demonstration Centre and enjoy a homemade lunch and local food shopping 

experience at our Food Hub. Kids will love our self-guided 

garden or eco quest as well as our heritage breeds ponies & 

chickens. A full-day of exploration, learning, food and fun 

awaits you rain or shine! 

 

Attractions On Our Site  

Abbey Gardens welcomes like-minded, independently-

owned organizations to locate on our site. These businesses 

make the site more of a destination for the community by 

clustering attractions together. 

Enjoy a pint on the patio at Haliburton Highlands Brewing 

this season! They’ve moved into their new, expanded retail 

and brewing operation. Take a guided tour, sip a beer on the 

patio and pick up growlers and bottles of your favourite brew 

while you’re there. 

 

Haliburton Highlands Brewing is open Wednesday to  

Saturday from 10am-6pm during the winter, spring and fall. 

From Victoria Day weekend to Thanksgiving weekend, 

they’re open 7 days a week.  

 

Check their website www.haliburtonhighlandsbrewing.ca  

for detailed hours of operation. 
 

 

 

http://www.abbeygardens.ca
http://www.haliburtonhighlandsbrewing.ca
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County Coffee uses the Food Hub kitchen to roast fresh coffee beans every week for the Food Hub as well as a few  

restaurants and resorts around the County. 

 

Wood-fired pizza from Into the Blue Bakery will be available at Abbey Gardens throughout the summer (check our 

website for schedule). Can’t make it out to Abbey Gardens for a pizza? Into the Blue Bakery will come to your cottage! 

Contact Janine atnnintothebluebakery@gmail.com to learn more. 

 

Haliburton Solar + Wind is an established business of 5 years, and are leaders in the off-grid industry. In November 

2016, Haliburton Solar + Wind created Ontario’s first Off Grid Demonstration Center located at Abbey Gardens, where 

they continue to offer complex and leading edge off-grid system design, supply and installation. 

 

There are many things to see and do this season at Abbey Gardens.  

Stop by for a visit! 

“Welcome to the Lake” 
 
Are you new to the Kennisis Lake Community and looking for lake information? Wonder what those 
blue KLCOA signs on properties are about?  
“Welcome to the Lake” is here to provide a personal greeting to new owners, providing the start-up 
information  they may need to familiarize themselves with: 
 

 Kennisis Lake Cottage Owner’s Association  (KLCOA) Program  and Services 

 Upcoming Events on the Lake e.g. Regatta, Fireworks, Snowmobile Club, Water Testing,  

 Haliburton/Minden Maps  

 Maps of Big/Little Kennisis 

 Upcoming Events                      

 Waste Disposal/Recycling information 

 Septic Treatment Guidelines 

 Haliburton Forest Brochures 

 Where to obtain information 
 
If you know of a new owner and not currently a KLCOA member, 
a  “Welcome to the Lake  Representative” would like to drop in 
and provide this information and welcome them to the Kennisis 
Lake  Community and answer any questions . 
 
Please have them visit our website for further information 
http://www.klcoa.org/ 
Please contact Joan Middleton – jmiddletonlake@gmail.com or 
705 754-2243 to arrange a dropoff of the information. 
Membership has its Benefits,….Join, Renew 

mailto:intothebluebakery@gmail.com
http://www.klcoa.org/
mailto:jmiddletonlake@gmail.com


Celebrate Canada’s 150th Birthday at the 3rd Annual Ladies of the Lake Luncheon,  

Saturday, July 1, 2017- 11:30-1:30  
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Join us for the 3 rd Annual Ladies of the Lake Luncheon on Canada Day, hosted 

by KLCOA's female Board Members - Tina Fagg, Sheelagh Lawrance, Joan Middleton, 

Janis Parker, Tayce Wakefield, Cathy Whittaker and Deb Wratschko.   The event, which is       or-

ganized by Liz Austin and Sheelagh Lawrance, will be held at the home of Karen Harper, who has  gra-

ciously offered to host the luncheon.  She is located next to the Kennisis Lake Marina.   

 

This will be a great opportunity to meet new people and connect with old friends and to learn more 

about the various activities going on the lake.  Sign-up sheets will be available.   

 

 The event is open to KLCOA members and family members (e.g. moms, daughters, sisters) who are frequently at 

the Lake and feel part of the Lake community.  You (or your cottage owner) must be a member to attend.  Not   

renewed your membership yet?  You will have to chance to do so at the Spring meeting on May 20th, or at the 

luncheon.   

 

Last year, we had nearly 130 attendees!   As there was just so much food, we are changing it up a bit.   Participants 

who have a first name beginning with the letters A through L will be asked to bring either an appetizer, sand-

wiches, salad or a dessert. (Please avoid bringing anything that requires a knife for eating and if you’re bringing an 

appetizer, please bring something other than chips and dip, as we always have way too much of that!)  Those 

whose first names begin with M through Z are being asked to bring a contribution to the Haliburton 4Cs Food 

Bank.  Everyone is asked to bring a toonie to help cover the cost of coffee etc.   
Again this year, we will feature a silent auction of items donated by Art on the Dock exhibitors so you can get an 
early peek at what’s on offer at Art on the Dock weekend on July 8 and 9.  All proceeds will be donated to the Arts 
Council ‘s “Haliburton Highlands Artists in the Schools” program.  Plan to bring cash or your chequebook so you 
can bid – and watch for more information in upcoming eblasts about what will be available at the silent auction.   

To RSVP for the potluck luncheon, volunteer at the event, and/or promote your activity/group, please register 

with the following information: 

 

Name: 

Cottage address: 

Email address: 

 

If your first name begins with A through L, your contribution for the lunch (appetizer,  sandwiches, salad or 

dessert) 

Registrations can be sent to Sheelagh Lawrance, KLCOA Secretary at: 

klcoasecretary@outlook.com 

 

RSVP Deadline is Friday, June 23rd 

RSVP Deadline is Friday, June 23rd 

mailto:klcoasecretary@outlook.com
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KLCOA Sailing Lessons 2017 - OSA BOOM Program  
July 24-28, 2016 

 
The KLCOA will once again be hosting the Ontario Sailing Association (OSA) BOOM Sailing Program in July.  The 
program will run for one week, Monday to Friday - July 24-28, 2016.  This is a unique opportunity for children 8-15 
years old to learn to sail.  The BOOM Program provides the fleet of sail boats and qualified instructors. The program 
is fully insured.   
 
There are a number of spots left for BOOM 2017!  
 

Here is a short overview of the BOOM Program: 

- 5 days of sailing lessons, learning to sail on Kennisis Lake 

- In-water and in-class sessions- all sail boats are provided 

- Professional instructors from the Ontario Sailing Association (BOOM completion leads to 

OSA certification) 

- July 24-28, 2016 (9:00 AM to 4:00 PM daily) 

- Target age is 8 years to 15 years (Limited to 16 students) 

- Cost $ 400 ($425 non KLCOA members) 

Contact: Jim Prince:    jimprince@sympatico.ca or 416-528-1739 

  
Please visit the OSA BOOM Program website for more information: 

 
https://ontariosailing.ca/programs/boom-mobile-sailing-schools/boom-mobiles/ 

Canada Day Celebrations: 
 
Remember that this year Canada celebrates 150 years of confederation! Along with the KLCOA fireworks, the     
Ladies Luncheon and some special events planned at our annual regatta, Martha McLean has offered her own   
suggestion that could also become an annual KLCOA event: 
  
“My family has been on the lake ( south shore ) for over 50 years. We have a tradition that I thought  would be   
wonderful for our celebrations. On July 1st, at 12 noon my family and anyone else around should go down to the 
lake and sing O Canada with great gusto. Sometimes our neighbours join in. Wouldn't it be wonderful if everyone on 
the lake followed this simple tradition? Imagine the sound coming from all directions!!! 
This is just a suggestion, but we McLeans will be singing loud and clear.  
 
Hey Kennisis..let's all get to the dock at 12:00 noon on July 1st and join in with the McLean family!  

mailto:jimprince@sympatico.ca
https://ontariosailing.ca/programs/boom-mobile-sailing-schools/boom-mobiles/
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2017 KLCOA Swimming 
  

Registration is now available for 2017 
KLCOA Red Cross Swimming               
Lessons!  Lessons will run from  July 10 
to August 25.  We welcome back     
Avondale Nixon as our 2017 swimming 
instructor.  
Please register early to guarantee a spot 
and to help us plan levels and times to 
make it the best experience for your 
child. 
Register online at www.klcoa.org 

  
If we get enough interest we may also 
run a week from July 3 to 7.  If you are 
interested in this week please send a 
note to klcoainfo@gmail.com 

http://www.klcoa.org/
mailto:klcoainfo@gmail.com
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TAKE BETTER PICTURES EVERYWHERE WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE 

 

Point-and-shoot cameras have gone the way of the dodo. Sure, expert photographers like me use my high 

end DSLR camera, but most of us are just getting by with the camera on our smartphone.  I use mine for 

quick snaps all the time.  Smartphone cameras are getting better every year, but some things never change. 

These tips will help you get better photos. And no, using a selfie stick isn’t one of them! 

 

Focus, Focus 

Before taking a photo, look at the screen and ensure the focus is correct. If the object you want to take a 

photo of isn’t correctly in focus, try adjusting the position of your 

smartphone or moving back or closer.  You can also touch the part of 

the scene you want to focus on the screen, and your smartphone’s 

camera will focus on that part of the scene. Be sure to always glance 

at the screen and ensure the focus is right before snapping a photo.  

Do not shoot directly into the sun EVER – focus off to one side to  

capture those beautiful sunsets. 

 
 

Don’t Zoom — Digital Zoom is Bad 

Here’s the biggest difference when switching to a smartphone from an old point-and-shoot camera: Those 

point-and-shoot cameras offered optical zoom — when you zoomed in, the lens physically moved to magnify 

the image.  Modern smartphone cameras still let you zoom in by pinching the screen, but you shouldn’t do 

this. There’s no physical lens that moves in to magnify and you will lose a lot of details.  This may be OK for 

display on your phone or the web – it is not OK for printing the photograph. 

 

 
Use Your Feet – Get Closer 

This tip applies to any camera.  Get as close to your subject as possible,   

especially if you are considering printing the final photograph.  With camera 

phones, the closer you can get, the more detail the image will capture.   

(Do not try this with wild animals!)      
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Use the Back Camera, Not the Front One 

Smartphones generally include better, higher-detail cameras on the back of the phone. Just taking a 

photo with your smartphone’s rear camera instead of its front camera can get you a much better picture.  

Selfies are not your friend.  

 

Keep Your Lens Clean 

Be sure to keep your smartphone lens clean.  If the lens is dirty or smudged, use an eye glass cleaner 

and soft cloth.  Spray the cleaner on the cloth and start in the middle of the lens and use a circular motion 

to carefully clean it.  Try to avoid putting your phone in your pocket or purse along with keys, coins and 

other objects that could potentially scratch the lens. 

 

Gail Kenney is a professional wedding & portrait photographer who has been living the life 

as a cottager here since 2000 and is now a permanent resident on Big K with her husband,   

Donald, since 2011.  Her website is  https://www.nightingailphotography.com. 

 

KLCOA  Families Potluck  

May 27th,  

Seminar Room at Haliburton Forest 
 

Please come out and join us for our first Kennisis 

Lake Playgroup, Season Opener Potluck Lunch & 

Information Session!  This event is designed both 

for families to meet other like-minded individuals, 

as well as learn more about what "kid-friendly"  

activities exist in our local lake community.  As an 

added bonus, we've also managed to negotiate a 

guided Wolf Center tour (at a significantly        

discounted rate!)  

Children 0-11 years - Free 

Adults & Children 12+ years - KLCOA rate $4.00 

each (without Wolf Center guided tour) 

Adults & Children 12+ years - KLCOA rate $7.00 

each (with Wolf Center guided tour) 

 

For more info, contact: 

Nadine                                                                    

nadine.thurston@rogers.com 

647-285-5111 

https://www.nightingailphotography.com
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Free Lockage in 2017 for all Parks Canada        
   Canals!  

 

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canada's Confed-
eration, the Government of Canada has announced that 
lockage on all historic canals (Rideau Canal, Trent Sev-
ern Waterway and Quebec Canals) will be free. Whether 
it is by cruiser, canoe, bicycle or on foot, Parks Canada 
welcomes all to come experience the beauty and living 
history of the canals. Get your free lockage pass online 
now at  
www.parksorders.ca      (a message from Parks Canada) 
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If you were fortunate enough to have attended the KLCOA 2016 spring meeting, you would have 
heard about the recent water quality testing results that were presented by Dana Cruikshank from 
the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOECC).  The MOECC perform detailed 
water quality testing of the Kennisis Lakes approximately every 6-7 years (2002, 2008, 2015). This 
testing is in addition to annual testing done by Kennisis volunteers as part of the Lake Partners Pro-
gram which is limited to water clarity and total phosphorus measurements. 

 The principle results from the MOECC 2015 testing showed: 

Most of the chemical parameters that are monitored show little change over 14 years. 
Total Phosphorus concentrations are still below 10 µg/L (0.001 mg/L) which likely precludes the 

formation of algal blooms. 
Total Phosphorus concentrations are slightly higher the last few years than previous historical 

data especially in the east basin of Little Kennisis. 
Ammonia concentrations have almost doubled in 2015 compared to 2008 and 2002. 
Nitrate Concentrations are lower in Kennisis in 2015 than 2008.  2015 Nitrate is higher in the 

west basin of Little Kennisis but lower than 2002 values. 
Nitrite concentrations are higher in 2015 in Little Kennisis especially in May 2015.  Overall, the 

trend is to higher concentrations at all stations in 2015. 

Although this may have been a cause for concern, the MOECC cautioned that the 2015 data should 
be verified and a follow-up 2016 MOECC testing program was recommended and implemented.    

Compared to 2015, the Kennisis Lake data was very similar for the 2016 tests. The ammonia and     
nitrate issues were present in spring and summer but the numbers were much better for the fall  
testing. The farthest (northeast) basin in Little Kennisis continues to have poorer water quality      
results than the big lake and worse than the (west) Little Kennisis Basin near the bridge.  
Phosphorus, ammonia and nitrates are normally indicators of poor septic health particularly in areas 
where there is no agricultural or industrial impact.   
These results represent a sober warning that we need to take action to preserve our water quality 
on the Kennisis Lakes. As the representative from the MOECC reminded us, it’s entirely up to us to    
maintain the health of the water in our lakes - no one will do it for us.  
The recent results from the MOECC strongly support the continued focus of the KLCOA on water   

quality management programs for our lakes.  The KLCOA strongly supports education, monitoring   

programs and  community action to maintain and improve our 

water quality.  The KLCOA has focused on three stewardship 

areas that can have the greatest impact on the maintenance of 

our water health: Septic System Health, Shoreline Health and 

Naturalization and Water Quality Monitoring. 

 

 

 

Kennisis Lakes Water Quality Alert 
 A Heads-Up on Our Kennisis Water Quality and What We Can Do About it  



(cont’d from page 15) 
 
Septic System Health 
In our region of Haliburton, and since all of our properties are near shorelines, it is particularly important to 
maintain our septic systems properly because our soil and bedrock conditions are not always  optimum for 
treating wastewater. Incomplete treatment due to a poorly functioning septic system can result in health risks 
and water quality problems that affect our water, your property value and wildlife.  

Inadequate septic system wastewater treatment can allow excess nutrients to reach our lakes, degrading our 
water quality and promoting algae or weed growth.  Algal blooms and abundant weeds not only make the 
lake unpleasant for swimming and boating, but they also affect drinking water quality and water quality for 
fish and wildlife habitat. 

The most serious concern related to failing septic systems is human health risks.  Hepatitis, dysentery and 
other diseases are spread by bacteria, viruses and parasites in wastewater. These disease-causing 
organisms, called pathogens, could make near-shore water unsafe for recreation.  

It is important that everyone has their septic systems pumped out regularly (at least every couple of years) 
and we strongly encourage you to have your septic system fully inspected after it is pumped out to ensure 
that it is working properly. 

KLCOA Septic Health Programs – Septic System Education and Workshops, Septic System 

Inspection Advocacy 

Shoreline Health and Naturalization 
Shorelines are unique and sensitive areas that warrant special attention. Due to their ecological, aesthetic 
and recreational value, protecting waterfront properties benefits all of us and the lake. A natural shoreline has 
important biological functions including acting as a filter, reducing the amount of pollutants that enter the lake, 
stabilizing soils to protect against erosion and providing vital habitat for fish and wildlife. 

Shorelines are among the most productive environments on earth. The shallow water and first 10-15 metres 
(30-50 feet) of shore around lakes and rivers provide food and habitat essential to the survival of many 
species. In fact, 90% of all lake life is born, raised, and fed here. Plants, microorganisms, insects, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals and fish depend on the shoreline for survival. 

Keeping shorelines natural is also one of the easiest ways to protect water quality and the value of waterfront 
properties. By filtering nutrients and reducing erosion, the quality of lake water can improve, providing 
cleaner, clearer water for drinking and recreational activities like swimming and boating.  

The Functions of a Healthy Shoreline: 
Helps to maintain overall water quality  
Prevents soil erosion 
Reduces impacts of flooding 
Provides wildlife with food and habitat 

Common Signs of a Healthy Shoreline: 
Abundant native vegetation 
Different levels of vegetation from taller trees to smaller shrubs and plants 
Dead trees and stones 
Birds, fish and other wildlife 
Minimizing shoreline modification and shoreline “hardening” 
 
 
KLCOA Shoreline Health Programs – Shoreline Health Education and Workshops, Love Your Lake Shoreline 

Assessments and Individual Property Owner Reports, Shoreline Restoration Advocacy and Projects 
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Water Quality Monitoring 
 
KLCOA volunteers conduct water quality monitoring at 3 locations on our lakes each year as part of the 
Lake Partners Program. The Lake Partner Program is Ontario’s volunteer-based, water-quality monitoring 
program.  Since 2002, the Ontario Ministry of the Environment has coordinated this lake monitoring pro-
gram from the Dorset Environmental Science Centre (DESC). Each year, more than 600 volunteers monitor 
total phosphorus and water clarity in almost 550 inland lakes at over 800 sampling locations. Volunteers 
collect lake water samples and return them, postage paid, to DESC. Total phosphorus analyses are       
performed in the DESC Water Chemistry Laboratory. The resulting data are used by   members of the   
public, partner agencies, government and academic researchers and private consultants to assess and  
report on water quality in lakes across Ontario. This total phosphorus and water clarity data are published 
each  January on the provincial Lake Partner Program webpage:                        
 https://www.ontario.ca/data/ontario-lake-partner  
 
A big shout out to our three volunteers – Julie Bramm, Tim Tibbs and  
Cathy Heppell. Many thanks for keeping the LPP water quality sampling  
active on Kennisis. 
 
With the MOECC testing results from 2015 and 2016 indicating a declining trend in Kennisis water  quality, 
the KLCOA, like many cottage associations, has approved some funding (~$1200 annually) to proceed with 
additional water quality monitoring on our lakes, starting this summer. The proposed testing will follow the 
lead of the MOECC tests and include, among other parameters, Dissolved Oxygen (DO) 
“profiles” (concentrations at every meter in the water column), total phosphorus, ammonia, nitrate, and    
nitrite.  This will also be a volunteer-run initiative with costs allocated to the sample testing.  The               
association will reach out to competent volunteers and when necessary, water quality professionals, to         
interpret our ongoing test results. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in the water quality sampling program please send an e-mail to 
klcoa-president@outlook.com indicating your interest. 
Additional information about our Kennisis water quality monitoring program will be available at the KCLOA 

spring and fall meetings and posted on the website.  

 

The 

Ribbon Of 

Life 

https://www.ontario.ca/data/ontario-lake-partner


 
 
 

 
                             Love Your Lake – The Results Are In!                       
 

Love Your Lake Individual Reports 
Last summer, the entire shoreline of our Kennisis Lakes was assessed  
for development, vegetation and habitat as part of the Love Your Lake (LYL) Shoreline Assessment  
Program.  This information was used to create a unique and tailored shoreline property report for each 
property owner.  Your property report contains a summary of the features observed on your property, 
including voluntary recommended actions you can take to protect or restore your shoreline. The report 
also explains how these actions can positively contribute to the health of the Kennisis Lakes.  Your prop-
erty report is confidential and only you have access to it.  The goal of the Love Your Lake Project is to 
educate and engage waterfront property owners to sustain health shorelines or make improvements to 
their shorelines. This will improve water quality and lead to a cleaner, healthier lake for future              
generations, our fishery and the wildlife around and in lakes.  If you own waterfront property on the  
Kennisis Lakes you will be receiving a letter from Watersheds Canada, Love Your Lake Program with your 
individual SURVEY CODE so that you can order your personalized, confidential property report electroni-
cally (free) or by mail ($20). The reports were mailed to property owners on April 10.  
 
 
Lake Wide Report Results 
The KLCOA does not have access to individual property reports; however, we have received a report with 

lake wide data for Kennisis, which provides a good benchmark for measuring future changes to shoreline 

health on our lakes.  The LYL assessment classified our shorelines in four categories; Natural,                 

Regenerative, Ornamental and Degraded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YL Classifi-

cation 

% of Ken-

nisis Shore-

line 

Sub 

Totals 

Natural 31 

78 Regenera-

tive 

47 

Ornamental 21 21 

Degraded 1 1 
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It is generally accepted that in order to maintain good water quality in cottage country lakes, 75% of the 
shoreline must be kept in a natural state for a minimum of 100 feet back from the shore.  If there is         
significantly less than 75%, water quality could seriously degrade over time.  The numbers for Kennisis 
show a total of both Natural & Regenerative to be 78% and this number should be compared to the 75 % 
target.  
This is good news for Kennisis.  The CHA has found that 92% of our lakes in Haliburton did not make the 
75% minimum. We are fortunate to be in the 8% that did make the grade. We now need to take action to 
maintain our healthy shorelines and improve those that aren’t so healthy.  No excuses, you now have the 
information you need to take the next steps.  
 
Didn’t Receive Your LYL Report? 
If you are a new property owner or have changed your mailing address, you may not have received your 
report. Just email  jimprince@sympatico.ca to get your report ordering instructions.  
A hearty thanks to our many Kennisis volunteers for coordinating and executing the Love Your Lake       
Program. The program was sponsored and supported by the CHA (Coalition of Haliburton Property     
Owners’ Associations - www.cohpoa.org) and operated by Watersheds Canada (www.loveyourlake.ca). 
Now it’s up to each of us to order and read our property report and learn more about what we can do to 
protect the health of our wonderful Kennisis Lakes.    
If you should have any questions please contact Jim Prince at jimprince@sympatico.ca  
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Shrubs aren’t just another scrubby plant. They provide extremely important habitat, nectar and food.  
-Flowers provide nectar for pollinator species 
-Berries provide food for birds and mammals 
-Branches provide places of rest and shelter, for both birds and mammals 
-Bark and leaves from the shrubs fall into the lake and provide a food source and/or habitat for aquatic 
insects.  
-Many fish feed on aquatic insects, and those that don’t feed on aquatic insects feed on the fish that do.   
-Shrubs provide nesting places for more than birds.  
- Insects like butterflies and silk moths need shrubs and suckering branches from shrubs and trees.  
 

Red Osier Dogwood/Cornus sericea  
-Best known for its red stems and ability to stabilize shorelines  
-Grows between 1m and 4m (can be trimmed)  
-White flowers attract pollinators, berries eaten by birds and small  mammals  
-Provides shelter for many animals  
-Part shade to full sun 
-Can grow in sand to clay, normal to wet soil 

 

Buttonbush/Cephalanthus occidentalis 
 

 
 
 

Ninebark/ Physocarpus opulifolius  
-Lower growing shrub, between 1m to 2m (can be trimmed)  
-Important food source for pollinators and birds  
-Attractive fall foliage, blooms white/pink flowers in early summer  
-Part shade to full sun 
-Can grow in sand or loam and in bedrock conditions, dry to moist soil 

 

 

-Shoreline species that grows up to 4m in height  
-Attracts pollinators and provides food sourceNectar source for pollinators 
and seeds provide a food source for ducks and shorebirds                 
-Part shade to full shade                                                                                        -
Can grow in sand to clay, moist to wet soil 

Many thanks to Julia Sutton who willingly has shared her knowledge and material with us to help  make decisions     
 To improve  shorelines 

Most of the photos in Appendix A have been sourced from the following:  

Julia Sutton, Sutton Environmental Services 

St. William’s Nursery, www.stwilliamsnursery.com 

Walter Muma, Ontario Wildflowers, Ontario Trees and Shrubs and On-

tario Ferns 

www.ontariowildflowers.com 

www.ontariotrees.com 

www.ontarioferns.com  



Alternate Leaf Dogwood/Cornus alternifolia  
 

-Grows 8 to 10m in height, tolerant of heavy shade  
-Root system can help to stabilize shorelines 
-Also called Pagoda Dogwood for its branching pattern  
-White/cream flowers with blue berries  
-Important food source for wildlife and pollinators 
-Can grow in sand to clay, dry to wet soil 

Common Elderberry/Sambucus canadensis  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nannyberry/Viburnum lentago 
-Grows 4m to 7m in height 
-White blossoms, bluish black berries 
-Nectar source for pollinators and food source for birds 
-Can grow in sand to clay, dry to moist soil 

 

Blue Flag Iris/Iris versicolor 

 
 

 
Shoreline species that grows to 60 to 90cm in height 
Blooms between late May and early July, attracts pollinators 

-Shoreline species that grows up to 4m in height  
-Provides nectar source for pollinators and food source 

for many birds and small mammals  
-Berries can be used to make jam, syrup and wine  
-Can grow in sand to clay, needs moist soil 
-Part shade to sun 

Bush Honeysuckle/Diervilla lonicera 

Hardy, low growing shrub that reaches approximately 1m 

in height 

Small, yellow blooms during the summer 

Attractive fall foliage 



Page 22 

KENNISIS BREEZE 

 

High bush Cranberry/Viburnum triloba  

-Grows between 2 and 4m in height  
-Berries provide a food source for birds and small mammals  
-Provides shelter for resting and hiding for birds and small mammals      
-Can grow in sand to loam, normal to moist soil 
-Part shade to full sun 

Meadowsweet/Spiraea alba  
- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sweet Gale/Myrica gale  
Grows 1m in height  
Provides shelter for resting, hiding and feeding for birds and small mammals    
Grows well along water’s edge  
Grows along rocky shorelines or loamy soils, moist to wet soil 

 

Winterberry/Ilex verticillata  

 
 

Black Chokeberry/Aronia melanocarpa  
-Can grow in shade but needs afternoon sun to thrive  
-Typically grow to 1m in height but can reach 2m in ideal conditions    
-Bloom May to June with white flowers, attractive fall foliage  
-Fruit is edible and considered a “superfruit”  
-Good wildlife species  
-Can grow in sand to clay, normal to moist  soil 

Shoreline species that grows up to 4m in height  
-Berries are a food source for small mammals 

and many bird species  
-Part shade to full sun 
-Can grow in sand to clay, normal to wet soil 

Showy, white/cream flowers in mid-summer  
-Grows 1m to 1.5m in height  
-Attracts pollinators and birds  
-Can grow in sand to clay, dry to wet soil 
-Part shade to full sun 
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Maintaining the Effectiveness of Your Septic System 
 
The quality of the water in the Kennisis lakes remains a concern to many property owners.  We hear/read media reports    
stating that we should be concerned about the quality of water in our lakes.   
Often individual property owners are left wondering what they can do to help improve, or at least maintain, the quality of our 
lake water going forward.   
The two most important steps property owners can take are ensuring their shore line is as natural as possible and that their 
septic system is operating as effectively as possible.  The Love Your Lake packages mailed to every property owner earlier in 
April provide specific recommendations regarding the shore line based on the assessment completed last summer for each 
and every property on our lakes. 
Maintaining the effectiveness of our septic system may be the most important responsibility that belongs to each of us as 
property owners.  Just as we expect our governments to maintain the infrastructure that serves our communities (roads, 
bridges, schools, hospitals, etc.) it is our responsibility to maintain the infrastructure we own.  Failure to properly maintain our 
septic system impacts the quality of the water that we and our neighbours drink.  In addition, declines in the quality of our 
lake water can erode property values over time. 
Last year the KLCOA delivered to every property on the Kennisis lakes a pamphlet which provided a series of tips on how to 
care for your septic system. 
However even by following those tips most of us don’t really know precisely how effectively our septic is operating.  There are 
a variety of possible issues that only an expert can uncover. 
Just as modern science has taught us that a grass lawn near the lake shore is harmful to water quality, we now know that a 
failing septic system can do very serious damage to our lake.  For example, in the 1960s and even early 1970s it was not     
uncommon to simply drain cottage plumbing into a buried steel drum.  In the 1970s and early 1980s many septic tanks were 
made of steel.  Both types of “tanks” likely long ago corroded and disintegrated leaving whatever goes down the drain to flow 
directly into our lake without the benefit of the filtering process of a working septic system.  Owners of such systems should 
be replacing them before more irreversible harm is done to our lakes.   
Issues are not limited to older septic systems.  Due to shifting soil around new building construction and other issues a variety 
problems can occur in relatively new septic systems.  Even relatively minor and simple failures can significantly reduce the 
performance of the system.  Early identification can help our lakes and minimize the cost of needed repairs.  
The only way to know for certain if your septic system is operating effectively is by having a comprehensive inspection – much 
more than looking inside the tank - performed by a provincially licensed inspector.  The inspector should be onsite to witness 
the pump out and provide a written report that will help you operate and maintain the system going forward. 
Want to learn more?  The KLCOA is hosting a Septic Inspection Open House on Saturday June 17th beginning at 9 am at 1178 

Boomerang Road (off of West Shore Road).  This is your chance to witness a comprehensive septic inspection and ask the on-

site experts, including a licensed inspector, all the questions you want.  The selected inspector earns his livelihood by doing 

inspections and does not provide repair services.  The pumper performs only minor septic repairs so this is an opportunity to 

get an entirely unbiased perspective and recommendation if you have concerns about any aspect of your own septic system.  

The session is open to all Kennisis Lake property owners.  One lucky attendee will win a free septic inspection to be scheduled 

for a date later this summer.  Watch the KLCOA web site for more details. 

Comments or questions may be directed to jd33smith@yahoo.com a KLCOA volunteer who is not in the septic     
system business. 

What Else is KLCOA Doing?.......the eblast of  Feb. 27 2017 stated… 
 
“We have also met with and written to Dysart et al to ask them to put in place a mandatory septic re-inspection    
program. While we continue to strongly encourage voluntary efforts by all property owners to regularly pump out 
their septics and to voluntarily have them inspected, we believe that we have now reached the point where periodic 
mandatory inspection is necessary.  The cost for an inspection is very minor compared to the financial impact of        
deteriorating lake water quality!”  
 

mailto:jd33smith@yahoo.com
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Shoreline Renaturalization Suppliers 
The Coalition of Haliburton Property Owners Association or COHPOA, has provided us with            

organizations that have met the requirements of COHPOA as Lake Protectors Service Providers for 

2016.  

These organizations or businesses can been found by going to their website  www.cohpoa.org and 

clicking the “lake protectors” tab.  “Shoreline Renaturalization Suppliers” will provide you with a list 

of local businesses that may be helpful as you make important decisions to contribute to better water 

quality on both of our Kennisis Lakes.   
 

CHA Convinces Dysart Et Al to    
Include This Poster in Our Tax Bill 

 
The need for healthy lakes is the 
message being distributed from 
many directions.  Dysart Et Al also 
recognizes the need to reiterate 
the importance of natural      
shorelines in order to maintain 
healthy lakes.  
This year, our tax bill will include 
this poster PLUS an additional 
poster to help property owners 
who rent their cottages. Kennisis 
Lake has many cottages that are 
rentals. The message needs to be              
appreciated by all those who enjoy 
cottage life even for only a few 
weeks of the year. Thanks to the 
Coalition of Haliburton Cottage 
Owners  Association (CHA) and    
Dysart Et Al for reinforcing this    
important message. 
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  Rollers are in position as    
recommended. 

 . . 

  River side rollers are still 

steep but well supported and 
access from both sides are 
corrected . 

 

 Lake side rollers look good, 
gentle slope and aligned well. 

Rollers meet at concrete pad 
extension of the dam as     
recommended 

 

  Boat launch looks good for 
small craft. Entry is a very 
gentle slope 

 The lake side looks fine for 
public use, including           
supervised children. 
 

The Dam IS      
Completed 

 
 

Many thanks to our 
stewardship  
committee who met 
on numerous  
occasions to discuss 
the proper            
completion of the 
dam site. 
Without the voice of  
KLCOA members, 
the result may not 
have been the same. 
Thank you to the 
members who      
contacted the Board 
of Directors to keep 
us updated on     
various issues and 
being patient in      
allowing the stewards 
to convey messages 
and follow up on 
plans.. 
Again, here is        
another example 
demonstrating that 
“working together 
works!! 



  

Page 26 

KENNISIS BREEZE 

KENNISIS WATCH  - SPRING HINTS AND TIPS –  
Kennisis Watch Signs are up 

 

Haliburton Highlands OPP tell us that spring 
has increased risk of break and enters due to 
easy access to property. Cottages and        
seasonal home break-ins are ‘crimes of       
opportunity’. 1/3 of break and enters are a   
result of doors or windows left unlocked (most 
are committed during the day). Criminals     
target properties where they won't be seen. 
 
Secure equipment inside and outside your 
property, have neighbours check your property 
while you are away. Knowing your neighbours 
is a key element of KLCOA Neighbour Watch 
program put in place a year ago. It provides an 
easy way on a volunteer basis to keep track of 
events - vandalism, break and enters, fire, 
trees down in your immediate area etc.  
We have put a worksheet together (go to 
KLCOA website to obtain worksheet under 
Community at http://klcoa.org/community/
kennisis-community-watch-initiative.php).  
 

For further details on this initiative refer to the Fall 2016 Newsletter pages 18-20.          
http://www.klcoa.org/assets/files/newsletters/kennisis-breeze-fall-2016.pdf 
For further information on OPP. Programs please go to www.opp.ca  - search site by keying in  
Safeguard Ontario - a useful resource. 
 

To report suspicious activity or non-urgent requests for police assistance call;    

1-888-310-1122 

http://klcoa.org/assets/files/neighbour-networks/neighbour-networks-sheet.pdf
http://klcoa.org/community/kennisis-community-watch-initiative.php
http://klcoa.org/community/kennisis-community-watch-initiative.php
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Thanks for updating us, Joan Middleton, on the 

weather for May 7th, 2017! After all that rain, 

and high water levels,  this is just not right!! 
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The Ontario Geographic Names Board met in January 2017. Our applica-
tion for officially naming our Blueberry Islands was received. 
 
The verdict? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  Blueberry Islands WEST and EAST will 
now be used on official maps and         
documents. Thank you to Tony Lepine 
for his work with the application  



Page 29 

 

The Ontario Geographic Names Board met in January 2017. Chris  Riddle 
submitted the  application for officially naming Keewaydin Island.  
 
The verdict? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

Keewaydin Island will now be used on official maps and  documents. 
Thank you to  Chris Riddle  for his work with the application process.  

Two Loon Island was not      
approved by Ontario           
Geographic Names Board due 
to the fact that we have not 
used the name for a long 
enough period of time. 
 
Let’s keep using the name to 
become locally familiar with it 
and we will reapply again in the 
future. Thanks for trying, Tony 
Lepine! 

Canada 150 tulip will soon be in 

bloom. 
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Snapping Turtle: A Special Concern 

       
The Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpen-
tina) is categorized as a species of 
Special Concern both federally and 
provincially. This listing was denoted 
provincially due to a recent   contrac-
tion of the Snapping Turtle’s range. 
Snapping Turtles, Haliburton County’s 
largest freshwater turtles, prefer     
shallow, slow moving water so they 
can take cover under leaf litter and in 
the soft mud substrate. In Central    
Ontario, they are found in wetland 
habitat in ponds, marshes, shallow 
bays, and on the edges of slow moving 
rivers and streams. Because they 
spend so much time in water, algae 
often grows on their shells, providing 
excellent  camouflage in their aquatic 
habitat.  Females generally nest on 
sand and gravel banks but may also 
utilize muskrat houses,  beaver lodges, 
road shoulders, fissures in rocky 
shorelines and gardens and lawns. 
The Snapping  Turtle can have a long 
life, but breeds late in its life cycle. 
Therefore when a mature female adult 
turtle is killed, the survival of the spe-
cies can be drastically affected. Road 
mortality is a significant threat during 
the summer, when many  venture into 
the uplands in search of food, mates 
and nesting sites. At this time they are 
unintentionally, or sometimes intention-
ally, targets for vehicles. The use of 
gravel shoulders of roads as nesting 
sites exposes them to more intense 
human interference. Even large, estab-
lished populations are   vulnerable to 
adult mortality and declines do not   
recover rapidly.                              
(taken from Species At Risk,                      
haliburtonlandtrust.ca ) 

 

Photo by Scott Gillingwater 

https://www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Snapping-Turtle-cropped-more.jpg


 

Some Fish Facts: 
 
Did you know? 
 
Native lake trout, called Haliburton 
Gold, originated from the glacial 
melt and are now considered    
heritage fish to our area. They 
dwell in only a  few lakes in       
Haliburton. 
 
Most of the trout caught today are 
from MNR stocked strain. 
 
In 2014, 10 000 brook trout were 
stocked in Kennisis Lake. 
 
In 2015, 8477 brook trout were 
stocked in Kennisis Lake. 
 
Haliburton Highlands Outdoors 
Association (HHOA) is crucial to 
the fish stocking program. 
 
MNRF stocked 66 000 fish varieties 
in 2016 in the Minden/Haliburton 
area and HHOA raised and stocked 
39% of this total. 
 
Public tours of the Fish Hatchery 
are offered every Saturday in July 
and August between 10:00am and 
2:00pm at 
 
6712 Gelert Rd 
Haliburton, Ontario   
K0M 1S0  
 
Check out more facts at: 
 
www.hhoa.on.ca 
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This information is taken from Recreational Fishing Regulations Summary 2017 for Ontario to help 

anglers or families  interested in taking up the sport of fishing as one of the 150 CANADA         

Participation challenges.  Residents 65 years of age or older are exempt from needing an Outdoors 

card or a fishing licence tag. 

For a complete downloaded version of this regulation,  go to  

https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-regulations-summary 
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Stay Afloat this Summer 

The Explore our Lakes committee is urging you to be safe and around the waterways this year.  In recent years a few lives were lost 

in Haliburton County on the waterways; these deaths were preventable.  We encourage you and your guests to practice the water 

safety guidelines listed below: 

 

P – PFD – you should always wear a PFD on and around water 

R – Renters – provide your renters with information about water safety 

E – Environmental hazards – pay attention to weather hazards and know how to deal with them should they arise while 

you are out on the water (i.e. wind, heavy fog, rain, lightening, cold water) 

V – Visible – make sure that you are visible to others while out on the water whether you are in a watercraft or swimming 

E – Emergency Contact Information - clearly list your address, emergency #, and access roads by the phone in your cot-

tage/home for anyone who is staying or visiting. 

N – Navigation – always know your physical location on the waterways and carry navigation lights for night paddling/

boating 

T – Tell someone – Always let someone know where you are going and when you expect to be back. 

A – Awareness – know the signs and symptoms of hypothermia, heat exhaustion and sunstroke.  Take steps to prevent 

these from happening to you and your guests. 

B – Boat safely – follow the guidelines set out by Transport Canada 

L – Location – always have your cottage/home location on your cell phone 

E – Enjoy!  Practice these water safety tips and enjoy the lakes and waterways. 

 

Let’s have fun and play safe this summer!  Follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/haliburtonpaddles/ or visit our 

website at: http://www.dysartetal.ca/explore-our-lakes-150-days-of-paddling/ 

                                             

Article provided by: 

R 

E 
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S 

https://www.facebook.com/haliburtonpaddles/
http://www.dysartetal.ca/explore-our-lakes-150-days-of-paddling/
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Environment Ontario published the          
following  article to help cottagers address 
the issue of phosphorous in detergents 28 
years ago!!!!! Now in 2017, we are still    
educating about the need to have healthy 
septic systems. What will we /they be     
saying in 2045? 

“Cottage  Country,                                             

An Environmental Manual for Cottagers”    

1989        

Scientists have recognized that phosphorus is 
the key nutrient in stimulating algal growth in 
lakes and streams. In past years,                  
approximately 50 per cent of the phosphorus 
contributed by municipal sewage was added by 
detergents. Federal regulations reduced the 
phosphate content ( as P^O^ ) in laundry      
detergents from  approximately 5O per cent to 
20 per cent on August I, 1970, and to 5 per 
cent on January I, 1973. But automatic       
dishwashing compounds were not subject to 
the government regulations and are              
consequently high in phosphorus. Surprisingly 
many automatic dishwashers are present in 
resort areas  (a questionnaire indicated that 
about 30 per cent of the cottages in the      
Muskoka lakes have automatic dishwashers). 
Cottagers,  therefore, may unknowingly be  
contributing significant amounts of phosphorus 
to their lakes. Fortunately in much of Ontario's     
vacationland, the source of domestic water is 
soft enough to allow the exclusive use of liquid 
dishwashing compounds, soap and soap 
flakes, which are generally relatively low in 
phosphorus. The Environmental  Protection 
Service of Environment Canada regularly   
samples a large number of  domestic,        
commercial and industrial laundry detergents to 
ensure that its phosphorus regulations are met. 

 

(For the entire read go to www.klcoa.org  and under   
stewardship, click on  “drinking water safety”) 

 

Haliburton County Farmers Market Is 
Back!                                                        

  Haliburton County Farmers Market: Offering local 
seasonal produce, meats, cheeses, baked goods, 
preserves, prepared foods, hand-crafted artisan 

items                                                                         
Haliburton - Head Lake Park Tues.(May 23 - Oct 3)                                                                                   

Minden - Parking lot of the Municipal Buildings   

Saturday (May 20 - Oct 7)                                                    

Carnarvon - Friday (June 16 - Oct 6) 

Receive a weekly update of all the fabulous activities 
planned in Haliburton Highlands by providing your email 
address at www.myhaliburtonhighlands.com 
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Here’s to a great summer with friends and family!!! 


