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KLCOA  AGM reviews some of the 2016 initiatives 

 

Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association 

Fall  2016 Newsletter  

KENNISIS BREEZE 

Dates to Remember 

KLCOA  Annual  Meeting 

Sat. May  20th 2017 

Location; stay tuned! 

 

 

 

Our AGM was held on Saturday September 3rd. Thank you to Haliburton Forest for allowing us 

the use of the seminar room for our meeting. With the increasing number of members  attending 

our meetings, we may have to ask for a new location to accommodate our members and guest 

speakers. Topics that were addressed were: water levels and dam updates as well as the effects of 

the high ice levels in the spring, Norah’s Island  report, Love Your Lake program, the shoreline 

assessment program, Kennisis Lake Road clean up and many more, too numerous to mention. 

John Smith  seeks support for Kennisis Lake Rd clean up. Chris Riddle reviews  water levels and dam  
KLCOA PRESIDENT, Tayce Wakefield welcomes 

the membership and reviews the 2016 season. 

Jeff  Pinkney speaks about 

Norah’s Island. 

Kennisis Breeze presents to you: THE AWESOME SUMMER OF 2016….. 
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KENNISIS BREEZE 

President’s Message 
 

My back of the envelope calculation shows that almost half of KLCOA members volunteered in some         

capacity over the past season – whether walking the shores and roads to deliver the Spring Membership Drive 

packages, or picking up garbage during the Kennisis Lake Rd Clean-Up, helping at the Regatta, organizing 

various  activities such as the children’s groups, card and social clubs, acting as boat drivers for the Love Your 

Lake assessors, offering ideas on KLCOA issues, attending KLCOA meetings and events or in other ways, 

you have all made a difference.! (And a number volunteered several times for multiple initiatives.)  A quick 

Google search of metrics for volunteer participation yields  information on employee volunteer programs,   

importance of volunteers to project outcomes, how volunteerism can be used as a factor for funding --- but 

nothing on what is the norm for communities. 

I’ll be bold and say that not only is KLCOA a leader in the number and range of activities it offers its       

members, but that the Kennisis community may be the benchmark for the high rate of participation of         

volunteers.  (Of course, they’re interrelated – we couldn’t accomplish all that we do without all the people 

who contribute their time, skills, expertise and energy).  There are many things that make this a wonderful 

place to spend time – the quality of our water and our environment, the dynamic arts community surrounding 

us in Haliburton County, local resources such as Abbey Gardens and the farmers’ markets – but among the 

most important is this willingness of our members to give of themselves to build a vibrant community.  This is 

definitely something we should celebrate!  Thank you to everyone who has made a contribution over the past 

year, and particularly to your KLCOA Board of Directors, each of whom is actively engaged in leading      

programs and initiatives for the community, in addition to their governance work. 

The Municipality of Dysart is conducting its 5 Year Review and Update of its Official Plan – the framework 

document that sets direction for the municipality on issues within its jurisdiction.  The current draft (which is 

available on-line at http://www.dysartetal.ca/planning/dysart-et-al-official-plan-5-year-review-and-update/) 

does a very good job of reviewing, assessing and setting direction for the next 5 years.  KLCOA has provided 

input to Dysart. We commended the municipality on their work on the 5 Year Plan, encouraged them to set 

stronger policies to ensure effectively working septics systems and to encourage shoreline naturalization (to 

further protect lake water quality).  We indicated that good quality roads and a local waste disposal approach 

continue to be important to the Kennisis community.  The draft Official Plan also notes that there is a          

significant increase in the permanent (and extended stay) population at the shorelines.  KLCOA has             

encouraged Dysart in its OP review to think beyond the traditional “hub and spoke” model which focuses on 

Haliburton Village and the “hamlets” (West Guilford, Eagle Lake & Harcourt), 

to recognize and address the needs of the growing lakefront communities such 

as Kennisis. 

One of the enablers for the development of the Kennisis community is access to 

telecommunication technologies such as high speed internet and cellular       

coverage.  Some areas of the lake are now fairly well served but gaps remain.  

KLCOA has initiated a small working group to encourage telecommunication 

providers to enhance coverage and capacity in our area.  We will appreciate 

your input to our recent survey and will keep you apprised via eBlasts as key 

developments occur.  

 

 

http://www.dysartetal.ca/planning/dysart-et-al-official-plan-5-year-review-and-update/
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In many ways, Kennisis is a virtual community – we come together largely via social media to address like 

interests without a specific “community centre”.   We are grateful to the Kennisis Marina and Haliburton 

Forest and Wildlife Reserve for allowing us to use their facilities for many of our events and programs.  We 

also appreciate all the advertisers in the Kennisis Breeze newsletter – they provide a significant amount of 

funding which allows us to undertake many of our initiatives and we ask you to show your support by      

patronizing these businesses.   We say thank you to Parker Pad & Printing for providing so much of our 

printed material at low or no cost and to Parker Pad and Viper Marketing for their sponsorship of Art on the 

Dock, and to the AOTD exhibitors for their contributions which allow the Kennisis community to provide 

substantial support to the Arts Council – Haliburton Highlands’ Artists in the Schools program. 

Recently, the President of the Redstone Lake Cottagers’ Association and I met with the new General     

Manager of the Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve, Malcolm Cockwell, to indicate our interest in   

building on the long-standing positive relationship between the Forest and the neighbouring lake            

communities.  The transition in leadership is expected to be smooth, with Peter Schleifenbaum continuing to 

play a role as Founding Director.   It was a very congenial meeting – Mr. Cockwell has already committed to 

join us at the KLCOA Spring Meeting, which will give our members a chance to get to know him - and he is 

interested in exploring how we might enhance the relationship between the Forest and the Kennisis        

community. 

For most of our members, our enjoyment of Kennisis continues through the fall and winter months as we 

exchange the kayaks and boats for snowshoes and snowmobiles.  As always, we encourage you to enjoy our 

lake and surroundings safely and with respect for others.  We continue to welcome your input, ideas and 

your offers of your time and energy.  Thank you again to all our volunteers! 

 

Enjoy! 
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KENNISIS BREEZE 

 
Are You Doing Your Part to Protect the Quality of the Water in Our Kennisis Lakes? 

     By John Smith 
 

Having clean and healthy water in our lake may be the most important factor in enjoying time at the cot-
tage.  Certainly maintaining the reputation of Kennisis Lake as one of the finest in Ontario is essential to  
protecting our property values.  We can’t take that water quality for granted and we all have a critical role to 
play in ensuring the Kennisis Lakes continue to have clean and healthy water.  
There is no mystery in what we each must do.  The health of our lakes is almost entirely determined by  
people who live on the lake.  Does each property have we have a natural shore line and a septic system that 
is operating as designed?  We can all see the shorelines and therefore know where there are issues that 
must be addressed. 
However the effectiveness of each septic system is generally not visible or even easy for the average cottage 
owner to determine.  We do know that septic systems are the single largest polluter of our lakes.  In fact all 
systems pollute, but the more efficiently your septic system operates, the less pollution goes into the envi-
ronment. 
There is a commonly held perspective that septic systems look after themselves.  That is just not true.  Each 
of us can help our system by following the tips and suggestions in the septic brochure found on our website 
at  www.klcoa.org .  The KLCOA developed and distributed this brochure to every property on our lakes in 
the spring of 2016.  Unfortunately following all of those tips, including having your septic tank pumped out 
every three to five years, does not guarantee any septic system is operating as effectively as it should. 
Only a rigorous inspection by a qualified professional can determine if a septic system is operating as       
designed.  Septic systems need to be maintained and inspected regularly by qualified experts in order to  
ensure they are operating effectively.  Inspections are especially important for systems which are more than 
25 years old, which would include the majority of the systems on the Kennisis Lakes.   
A few Ontario municipalities have implemented mandatory septic re-inspection programs in order to      
eliminate pollution of their lakes due to improperly operating septic systems.  We know from these jurisdic-
tions that in about 20% of the inspected systems problems were identified that required repairs.  The re-
quired actions ranged from simple and inexpensive, such as replacing a baffle or repairing a faulty connec-
tion, through to replacement of systems due to age, faulty installation or whatever.  In some cases identifi-
cation and action on the minor issues meant that major expenses could be avoided for many years to come.  
In every case the water quality of the nearby lakes was better protected. 
Across Ontario the biggest concern in terms of lake pollution is the rising level of phosphorus in our lakes.  
Almost all of it comes from our septic systems as a result of the food we eat and digest.  We say “almost” 
because it is possible a few people still use fertilizer on their lawn/garden near the lake.  We now know how 
harmful this is to the lake and encourage everyone to stop using fertilizer on property near any lake.      
Continuing to do so is just irresponsible. Malfunctions in a septic system result in more phosphorus ending 
up in our lake.  High levels of phosphorous in the lake increase the likelihood of algae blooms.  The toxic and  
dangerous blue green algae basically shuts down the lake – no swimming, no drinking lake water, no fishing. 
We are not immune in this area.  In 2016 a lake in Muskoka was shut down by the arrival of the blue green 
algae.     
We are frequently quick to call on elected officials to upgrade or repair infrastructure such as roads, bridges, 
power lines, etc. in our community.  Septic systems are just privately owned infrastructure.  Are you doing 
your part to keep the infrastructure for which you personally are responsible operating efficiently just as we 
expect of our governments?  If not, the consequences for the health of our lake and the value of our proper-
ties could be devastating. 
Start planning now to have a rigorous inspection of your septic system performed next spring/summer.  

Gather any documentation you may have regarding the design and operation of your septic including when it 

was last pumped.  Early next spring the KLCOA will provide some specific suggestions and the names of 

qualified individuals/firms that can perform these inspections. 

http://www.klcoa.org
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Cottage Thongs from the 2016 Cottage Season!   
This is one of the many cute moments captured this  

summer, through the 3-5 year old play group get          

togethers. 

  

Many new friends made this year (both for children, as 

well as adults!) 

 
                                         Photo submitted by Nadine Thurston-Prior 

 
 
Sunrise at Kennisis Lake… 
 
photo submitted by  Miri Zaccai 
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KENNISIS BREEZE 

      

Art on the 

Dock 

2016 
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Joan stands in for John..who needed a break. 
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KLCOA "Ladies of the Lake" 2nd Annual Luncheon 

KENNISIS BREEZE 

120 friendly, happy ladies  

celebrate summer 2016!!!  

This  pot luck luncheon is open to all  KLCOA 
ladies. We eat, drink, laugh, meet new friends 
and enjoy a few hours of socializing! 

Stay tuned for KLCOA ladies  
luncheon 2017!! 
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Thank you to all of the talented artists who 
contributed to the 2016 AOTD event. We 

could not have held this event without you! You are amazing! 

Art on the 

Dock 

2016..cont’d 



Page 11  

 

 



Page 12  

 

KENNISIS BREEZE 

 

An Awesome 2016 Regatta Volunteer Team!! 

Thank you for all your hard work and energy to assist with the organization, 

set up, running, and clean-up for our Kennisis Lake Regatta this year. It is 

wonderful to work with such an     energetic, committed and enthusiastic 

group of volunteers. I consider it a privilege to  contribute to carrying on this 

important family tradition for Kennisis cottagers and families.   I sincerely 

appreciate your generous donation of time, caring and support! 

       Sincerely, 

Susan Nixon  

 

Eagerness, enthusiasm, and interest in our 2016 Regatta is depicted in these 

pictures!    

 

  

 
 

Thanks for joining us this year, 

Smiley! 

Thank you to Doug Mahood for the use of his property. 
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Thank you to our sponsors!!!!! 

      

      

      

  



Page 14  

 

 

KENNISIS BREEZE 



Page 15  

 

 

 

Expert tennis player, complete newbie or somewhere in 
between?

Come join us this summer and play on our newly 
renovated court

Round robins, tournaments, tennis lessons, kid’s camp

Pricing: Single $125; Couple $225; Family $325

For more information or to join contact 
susanmarshall@rogers.com

416.274.3855

Haliburton Forest Tennis Club

A “postcard” morning from the 2016            
season! 

 
Photo submitted by Michelle Gordon 

AED "Automated External Defibrillator"   
 
The HeartSine Samaritan model... 350P pro-
ject was initiated and offered to everyone by 
Graham Beach through our KLCOA eblasts . 
He was able to get the very best deal and 
made the group buy the best  possible option 
to purchase. The price option was $1099 /
unit and considered a very inexpensive     in-
surance to save a life. 
 
Graham received orders for 38 units and 
cases for those interested by residents/
cottagers from around Kennisis.  This was a 
very successful  project! Thank you, Graham 
and thanks to Deb Wratschko for assisting 
with the online order form template. 
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KENNISIS BREEZE 

 

Calm, Serene Night Skies or………………...….Fireworks 

Photos kindly submitted by Alastair Borthwick  
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July 1st and Aug 1st       

Fireworks 
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KENNISIS BREEZE 

Kennisis Watch Initiative Update 
 

The KLCOA  has initiated the ‘Kennisis Watch’ initiative starting with signage to be 
posted this Fall (see copy of sign attached) that you will see.  As a ‘partner in com-
munity safety’, please report suspicious persons or activities to police. 

To report suspicious activity or non-urgent requests for police assistance 
call : 1-888-310-1122. 

 
For more information on how to protect your property please visit www.opp.ca 

At the Spring KLCOA meeting, OPP advised us the best security system was to 
have neighbours keep an eye on each others' properties.   Unfortunately, there are 
many occurrences which can impact our lake properties where it would be helpful to 
notify the owner immediately, such as fallen trees, road washouts/blockages, major 
hydro outages, sinking boats due to high levels of rain and even fire. 
Unfortunately, it is often difficult to find contact information for a property owner in an 
emergency.    We understand that the Fire Department, for example, asks nearby 
neighbours or must consult the Dysart property roles and then search on Canada 
411 to try to find contact information.   KLCOA does not always have the best contact 
information for property owners in emergency situations, for privacy reasons we can-
not generally give out contact information and we do not have contact information for 
non-members. 
 
 

NEIGHBOUR NETWORKS   

KLCOA strongly encourages property owners to group together and designate a 
"block captain" for your area (ideally someone who is at the lake much of the time) 
who can keep the name, address, contact phone numbers and other relevant infor-
mation for property owners in their area.  Participation is of course, voluntary. 
In some areas, these neighbour networks already exist - and some have formed re-
cently.   If you would like, the block captain could let John Middleton (KLCOA Board 
Member who has leadership for security and road issues) know their name, contact 
information and the addresses for which they have the contact information at jmid-
dleton@sympatico.ca   If someone needs to contact a property owner in an emer-
gency, John could direct them to the block captain for more information. 
We have put a worksheet together (go to KLCOA website, to obtain a worksheet   
under Community at http://klcoa.org/community/kennisis-community-watch-
initiative.php)  for the block captain to note key contact information for participants in 
their group (name, 911address, phone # at the lake, home, cell or email).  

http://klcoa.org/assets/files/neighbour-networks/neighbour-networks-sheet.pdf
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We have provided a comment field for any special instructions like property owned by parent 
but contact is the son or daughter etc.  Once gathered the information is shared only with your 
block captain or as your group decides – it is not intended to be a publicly distributed docu-
ment. 

                        (Reprint of the brochure distributed in the Spring of 2016 for your information)  

A Guide to Crime Prevention and Protecting your  
Property – 

Kennisis Watch Initiative 

Cottage and seasonal home break-ins are “crimes of opportunity” and thieves will look for 
easy targets. 
Cottages and seasonal homes are most vulnerable to thieves from the week following 
Thanksgiving to the weeks prior to Victoria Day, especially if the owners are not using them 
for fall, winter or spring getaways. 
Members of the Haliburton Highlands Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) detachment would like 
to assist cottage owners in Haliburton County with the following crime prevention tips to help 
protect your property. 

Tips from the OPP to protect your property: 

Watch for suspicious people or activity in your neighbourhood. Have a trusted 

neighbour keep an eye out while you plan to be away. Do not announce your ab-

sence over social media.  

Deter potential criminals. Ensure outside lights work and consider motion sensor 

lighting.  

Lock doors and windows, even if you’re going out for a short time. Install quality 

locks and a deadbolt on each outside door.  

Prevent break and enters. Keep garage doors and entry doors secured.  

Avoid access by intruders. Lock your vehicles at all times. Remove or secure valu-

ables out of sight, even when in the garage.  

Store bicycles, tools and personal items in garages and sheds. 

Keep all valuables in the home in secure locations. Consider recording serial 

numbers and taking photos of personal property for documentation purposes.  

Trees, shrubs and fences create hiding spots for criminals. Keep your landscaping 

groomed and limit privacy fencing.                                                                

         (Continued……...page 20) 
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 If you’re going to be away, keep the grass cut or driveway shoveled.  

 Check around your property for objects that could be used to break in to your 

property and eliminate them as options for would be thieves. 

 When closing up the cottage, winterize any vehicles such as boats and all-

terrain vehicles (ATV’s).  Ensure they are covered, locked and the keys are hid-

den.  

In the unfortunate event that your cottage has been broken into, you should call the 
police as soon as possible and avoid touching anything as the police may be able to 
find evidence at your property that links to possible suspects. 
 

Additional tips to protect your personal property: 
 
Item Inventory - Check with your insurance company to see if they have a recom-

mended worksheet with data they need. There are also worksheets available on 
the web. 

 

Item identification - In support of OPP Safeguard Ontario Property Security Pro-
gram, Operation Identification is a property marking initiative designed to help dis-
courage the theft of valuables by facilitating the identification of recovered stolen 
property. OPP recommends using your Driver’s license or vehicle license plate 
number as your personal identification number to visibly mark all your assets. 
Property that is marked or etched with an identifying number is considered 
'damaged goods' in the eyes of a criminal. 

 

Security systems - One additional deterrent to reduce risk of burglaries is a home 
security system. A security system is a prime candidate to enhance your cottage 
safety program. With the addition of alarm monitoring you can receive additional 
benefits for detection of burglaries, or fire emergencies or low temperature sens-
ing. Consider using motion sensors to light up the exterior of the cottage. Often in-
surance companies will provide additional cost savings if you provide them with 
this information. 
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Watch for 

this sign 

soon to be 

posted in 

your 

neighbour-

hood. 
 

Thanks to John 

Middleton and his 

team for pursuing 

this initiative to 

help make our 

community safer 

for everyone! 

A spectacular sunset of 
the 2016 season. 

 

 

Photo submitted by              
Scott Wood 
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FOCA has published a timely and      

informative document that relates 
to all of us as we think about and 
make changes to our shorelines to 
protect our lake.  
In addition, the Love Your Lake   
program will soon be issuing our individual report for our shoreline.   
The FOCA document reviews climate change in Ontario, the impact on flora and fauna, 
why we need healthy shorelines, and 5 important steps for shoreline owners. It is a 
valuable resource for all of us. The link listed below will take you to the entire        
document that will be interesting reading for you during our upcoming winter months 
as you dream about warm summer days of 2017.  

 
 

    https://foca.on.ca/managing-your-waterfront-property-in-a-changing-climate/? 
utm_source=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_campaign=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_medium=email  

https://foca.on.ca/managing-your-waterfront-property-in-a-changing-climate/?utm_source=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_campaign=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_medium=email
https://foca.on.ca/managing-your-waterfront-property-in-a-changing-climate/?utm_source=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_campaign=FOCA+Elert+August+2016&utm_medium=email
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If you Love Butterflies ---- Give your Rake a rest  

 

Why NOT to rake your leaves! (Because butterflies begin in leaves, as larvae.) 

Those brown, dead leaves are the planet's butterfly nursery. They're home to butterfly larvae, microbes and worms. 

And leaf litter is where many species of butterflies and moths overwinter as pupae. Animals like toads, shrews and 

salamanders benefit from leaf litter to hide and hunt, too.  

This fall, let your rake collect only dust.        

 

Can't leave all of your leaves where they fall? Here are a few other ideas: 
 

Mulch leaves in your planter beds 

Rake leaves off the lawn and into your planter beds.  

Mulch leaves on your lawn 

Use your mower to mulch leaves on the lawn and improve your lawn health by   suppressing weeds and fertilizing the 

soil. 

 

Collect browns to compost 
Composting 101 tells us to balance "greens" with "browns." Store leaves in a bin and add them to your backyard com-
poster throughout the winter months  
                                                                                                                                                ……..continued on page 25 

      Photo by Andre Kovacs 

http://blog.nwf.org/2014/11/what-to-do-with-fallen-leaves/
http://www.finegardening.com/improve-your-soil-raking-less
http://davidsuzuki.org/publications/resources/2012/backyard-composting-dos-and-donts/
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Craft with leaves 

Have children collect their favourite leaves in your 

yard and throughout the neighbourhood and try your 

hand at nature weaving. Make a natural loom or crafti-

ments. 

 

Note: DO rake leaves out of sewers and drainage 

pathways. 

More actions you can take to help butterflies 

plant a butterfly garden,  

get your yard off grass,  

      sign the Monarch Manifesto  

Adapted from an article by Lindsay Coulter – David 

Suzuki Foundation  

Article provided by  

http://babbledabbledo.com/art-and-design-for-kids-natural-loom/
http://www.craftiments.com/2013/06/NatureWeavingCraftandSolarOvenSmores.html
http://www.craftiments.com/2013/06/NatureWeavingCraftandSolarOvenSmores.html
http://davidsuzuki.org/blogs/queen-of-green/2014/04/how-to-create-a-butterfly-garden/
http://davidsuzuki.org/blogs/queen-of-green/2015/07/how-to-get-your-yard-off-grass/
http://action2.davidsuzuki.org/monarchmanifesto
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The BOOM Sailing Program is A Success 
 
Thanks to all for registering their kids and to the Sailors who did an awesome job.  Always good to have 
more sailors on Kennisis and in Haliburton.  We sure lucked out with the weather allowing a full week of on 
the water activities. 
  
Many thanks to our Coaches, Jordy and Brock for a job well done on the sailing side and lots of fun to boot. 
Also, thanks to Melanie at OSA for coordinating the program! 
  
The Thursday adventure sail to have a picnic lunch on the beach was great - thanks to Lesley & Bella for 
hosting us!!  
  
Also a big shout out to Doug & Pat Lewis who so graciously hosted the BOOM program again this 
year.....thanks so much! 
  
Jim Prince 
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Swimming Lessons 2016 
 
 

I wanted to share this photo with you 

from the KLCOA swimming lessons at the 

marina.  

 

We had such a great time and my boys 

made incredible progress in their      

swimming abilities!  

 

A big thanks to the KLCOA for offering 

the lessons and Kennisis Lake Marina for 

hosting the lessons on the marina      

property and super big thank you to  

Avendale for being such a great swim   

instructor!  
 

 

Maggie Childe 
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Smiley goes 

for a paddle 

ride with his 

family and 

then ….. 

 

……...off to        

Ottawa to be 

recognized by 

our Prime 

Minister! 
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A Reminder from Dysart et al       

Let The Blue Light Lead The Way 

Safe winter driving is the responsibility of all 

drivers on Ontario roads. Too often we see 

people driving too fast for winter road condi-

tions and passing snow plows.               

Once again this winter the Ontario Road 

Builders Association is reminding Ontario 

drivers about safe winter driving and have 

expanded our Let Us Lead The Way – Snow 

Plow Safety campaign to include safe winter 

driving tips and suggestions including the 

dangers of passing snow plows. 

. 
 

Newsletter Title 

.A special moment and 

awesome memory 

from the 2016 season.  

 

Photo submitted by 

Joanne George 
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Staying Safe & Warm: Tips and Information 

for Woodstove Safety 

At this time of the year many of us look forward to being cozy in 
front of a wood fire.  Before that can happen however, it is impor-
tant to make sure that you protect your family by ensuring that 
your woodstove is in safe, working order and that you and your 
family are familiar with woodstove safety. 
For your reference, here is a list of some helpful information so that you can be sure that you and your family have a 
safe and warm winter! 
Have your chimney cleaned at least once a year.  Depending on how frequently you use your woodstove (for example, 
are you using it just on chilly nights at your seasonal cottage or is it being used year-round), it might be a good idea to 
consider having your chimney cleaned twice a year. 
If you’ve just purchased your cottage property and do not know when the woodstove was last cleaned, be sure to have 
a professional come and inspect the chimney before you begin to use it. 
Before starting up that inaugural fire, inspect the woodstove’s chimney stack for damage. Harsh winters such as this 
past one can affect the stability of the chimney which can lead to an unsafe woodstove.  Take the time to closely in-
spect the support straps in order to confirm that the chimney is straight and obstacle-free.  Replace any damaged ma-
terials and check the cap and screen to ensure that no critters decided to make your chimney their winter home. 
Keep a fully charged Class A fire extinguisher on hand and be sure to test all of the smoke and carbon monoxide     
detectors in the cottage. 
Go over fire safety rules with your family. Make sure everyone knows where the fire extinguisher is and what to do in 
case of an uncontrolled fire. 
Use properly dried hardwoods such as maple, beech, ash, hickory, or oak as the fuel for your woodstove’s fire. 
Do not use gasoline, charcoal starter fluid, or other flammable liquids to start your fire. 
Don’t let ashes build up in your woodstove.  A large buildup of ashes can eventually block the air intake from the draft 
registers and reduce the efficiency of your woodstove. 
For the extra ashes, have a metal container nearby and let them cool completely before disposing of them. 
Store wood and other flammable objects safely away from your wood-burning appliance in order to reduce the risk of 
fire. 
 

Even if you take all of the above precautions, over time, burning wood leads to the buildup of Creosote.  Creosote can 
take the form of a sticky liquid, a flaky, black deposit, or a hard tar-like substance.  It is a highly combustible and un-
safe material which, if left untended, can lead to a chimney fire.  The only line of defense against this byproduct is 
regular woodstove maintenance and cleaning. 
By ensuring that you have your wood burning stove inspected by a WETT certified professional, you will gain piece 
of mind knowing that your woodstove is in optimal working order, is in good structural condition, and that it is burning 
in a way that complies with WETT standards and therefore does not compromise you and your family’s health and 
safety. 
 
Here’s to evenings around a safe and warm crackling fire! 
 

Adapted from an article by Cade Insurance                                                     Article provided by  
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Come visit us at Abbey Gardens 
 
Abbey Gardens is a not-for profit charity with a big dream to transform a spent gravel pit (300 
acres) into a green space that provides economic and recreational opportunities to our community. 
Everything we do on site helps further our mission to create opportunities for the public to learn 
about living more sustainably. If you want to learn about local food, gardening, energy, sustainable 
construction techniques, heritage agricultural animals, land restoration or cooking techniques, this is 
the place to visit! Our site features local food shopping opportunities through our Food Hub, inter-
pretive trails, heritage breed demonstrations, programming and event spaces, picnic areas and ki-
osks. 
Great local food 
 
The Food Hub at Abbey Gardens will remain open this fall and winter season! Until Thanksgiving 
Sunday, visit us 7 days a week from 10am-6pm. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, we will be 
open Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10am-6pm and Sundays from 10am-4pm. 
We’ll have fresh bread, seasonal produce, natural meats, preserves, fresh-roasted coffee, flours, 
and more!  We’ll also continue to offer light meals during our regular business hours. Stop by for 
fresh, made-to-order sandwiches on homemade buns, seasonal soups and salads. 
Shop in store, or fill your virtual cart using our new online store!  Visit www.abbeygardens.ca for 
homemade breads, jams, coffee, flour products and more! 
 
Our Partners 
 
Abbey Gardens welcomes like-minded, independently-owned organizations to locate on our site. 
These partnerships make the site more of a destination for the community by clustering attractions 
together. We work together to mentor each other, share marketing, collaborate on events and 
share space, infrastructure and resources. The purpose of these partnerships is to support local 
businesses and promote economic development in Haliburton County.  Currently, we’ve partnered 
with Haliburton Highlands Brewing, County Coffee, Into the Blue Bakery and Haliburton Solar + 
Wind. 
Haliburton Highlands Brewing will be open 7 days a week from 10am-6pm until Thanksgiving Sun-
day. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, they’ll be open Thursday to Sunday from 10am-6pm. As 
the weather cools, enjoy seasonal oatmeal stout and wee heavy scotch ale in addition to their year-
round favourites like the BlueLine Blonde. 
Wood-fired pizza from Into the Blue Bakery will continue to be available every Thursday and Sunday 
from 12pm-3pm at the Food Hub until Thanksgiving Sunday. 
 
County Coffee uses our kitchen to roast fresh coffee beans every week for the Food Hub as well as 
a few restaurants and resorts around the County. 
Haliburton Solar + Wind is an established business of 5 years, and are leaders in the off-grid indus-
try. During those years Haliburton Solar + Wind have completed close to 100 projects in and 
around Haliburton County, and have also won a North American Intersolar Solar award. As of No-
vember 2016, Haliburton Solar + Wind will be moving into Ontario’s first Off Grid Demonstration 
Center   located at Abbey Gardens, where they will continue to offer complex and leading edge off-
grid  system design, supply and installation. 

http://www.abbeygardens.ca
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This photo was  taken by David Moon , submitted by Lynn Larson 
and admired by many!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This message was posted on Facebook: 
“Photo taker David Moon here... Lynn and I would love to donate this picture to our 
fellow lovers of Kennisis Lake! Thanks to Anne Faulkner for the beautiful spot on the 
lake. You can download full size copies here: http://bit.ly/KennisisCoquiCanoe  
 

On behalf of the fellow lovers of Kennisis Lake, thank you so much for sharing this photo, David! 

 

Upcoming Festivals 
 
Our annual Fall Festival will take place on Saturday October 22nd from 12pm-4pm. Take a tractor-
pulled wagon ride to pick a pumpkin, explore your artistic side while painting a pumpkin, enjoy a 
story during our harvest-themed storywalk and navigate through the mini maze to a kinder pump-
kin patch. Enjoy wood-fired pizza, fresh-roasted coffee, craft beer and local food shopping too. 
Our Winter Festival will take place on Saturday December 3rd. Join us to celebrate the holiday sea-
son! There will be local food, craft beer and holiday shopping at the Food Hub. Then hop on a trac-
tor-pulled wagon ride to Santa’s village to meet Santa himself! Create a holiday craft and decorate a 
sugar cookie while you’re there! 
 
There are many things to see and do this season at Abbey Gardens.  
 
Stop by for a visit! 

https://www.facebook.com/anne.faulkner.96?hc_location=ufi
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FKennisisCoquiCanoe&h=SAQFyDxCC
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Newsletter Title 

KLCOA Encourages Responsible Use of Our Properties 

 

We are very fortunate to have a number of properties owned by the Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners’ Association 
(KLCOA) for use by our members and the public.   These include Bullfrog Bay, the two Blueberry Islands and 
Two Loon Island.   In addition, Norah’s Island is owned by the Haliburton Highlands Lands Trust (HHLT) and 
managed by the Norah’s Island Management Committee (NIMC), a joint initiative of the HHLT and KLCOA.  Few 
other lakes have these park-like amenities available to all – they’re wonderful destinations to boat, cycle or walk 
to and enjoy. 
 
Of course, with the advantage of these properties comes the responsibility for everyone – members, non-
members, visitors, adults and children – to use them prudently.   The KLCOA would like to encourage a culture 
of safety and responsible use for everyone accessing these properties. 
 
For some of the properties, such as the Blueberry Islands and Two Loon Island, the KLCOA has held community 
workshops to develop specific Land Use Principles that apply.   These principles are available on the KLCOA 
website.  The NIMC has established land use principles for Norah’s Island, which are posted on the island.  
 
We hope that you will enjoy exploring, hiking or picnicking on each of these properties, and ask everyone to 
follow some simple principles for their use: 

 Day Use Only - No overnight camping 

 No campfires or fireworks 

 Do not litter or leave anything on the properties 

 There are no toilet facilities, so please do what you need to do before or after you access these       

properties 
 Supervise children at all times 

 
Anyone who accesses these properties assumes the full risk for anything that occurs while they are on the   
property – it is up to each individual and each parent to conduct themselves responsibly and use good judgment 
in what they and their children do while on the property. 
 
In particular, there is a rocky area on Blueberry Island West that has long been used as “jumping-off  rocks”.   
The KLCOA advises that jumping or diving off these islands is dangerous and may result in severe injury or 
death.  All  persons diving or jumping voluntarily assume the risk of such consequences.   Parents need to    
understand the risks for their children and are wholly responsible for determining what is appropriate for their 
children.   Some teenagers and young adults like to create additional challenges by climbing trees to jump or 
doing other dangerous things.  We ask parents of teenagers and young adults to have a frank discussion with 
their family members about what is reasonable and acceptable when they are on these properties and what is 
not. 
 
There are signs posted on the Blueberry Islands encouraging responsible use and the KLCOA will be posting 
further signs on all properties owned by KLCOA in the coming months.  We ask for everyone’s cooperation in 
ensuring that the signs remain as posted on the properties so that newcomers are fully advised of the land use 
principles that have been established by the community and that all visitors to the properties assume all risks 
when using these properties. 
 
Most importantly, it is up to all of us to use the properties responsibly so that no one is injured while on the 
properties and that the properties are preserved for others to use and enjoy.  The KLCOA thanks everyone for 
their willingness to work constructively to create a culture of safety and responsible use on our properties and 
on our lakes for the enjoyment of all.   
         Tayce Wakefield on behalf of KLCOA 
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Birchard’s Contribution to the Fishing 

Derby 
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A Breathtaking Morning from the 2016 Season…..photo taken by Kevin Nash 


