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Fall 2014 Kennisis Breeze
Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association

KLCOA Annual General Meeting

Again, many cottagers attended our AGM held Saturday Aug. 30th in the
Haliburton Forest Seminar Room. Thank you to Haliburton Forest and Widlife for
allowing us to conduct the meeting in their facility. 

Feedback about our meetings caused us to offer a different format for the
meeting. This year, the AGM was organized with a much briefer overview of the
committee reports, presented by our President Tony Lepine and the treasurer's
report, presented by our treasurer, David Austin. After this review, we listened to
comments from some of our candidates who were on the slate for the municipal
elections. The remainder of the meeting offered members an opportunity to stay
and ask questions or chat more intensely with the sub committee chairs in smaller
group face-to-face interactions. For more details of our  meetings, remember to
read the minutes of meetings on our website www.klcoa.org 

Did you know?: The provincial
government is devising new
guidelines : Ontario  Not for Profit
Corporations Act  (ONCA) to ensure
that operating procedures, policies
and bylaws are appropriately in
place for all groups that fall into this
category. KLCOA is well on the way
to establishing these expectations
and will be presented to the
membership  in the near future.

Joan Middleton and Deb Wratschko
greet members to the AGM 2014. 

On Sunday, Aug.
31st, your KLCOA
Board of Directors
met to begin
discussions to
address issues on
your behalf. After a
healthy, hearty
breakfast, we were
ready to tackle
important topics and
agree on our next
steps. 
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President’s Message

Greetings to all members!  I hope that, despite the cool and wet summer, you were able to enjoy your summer and

fall at the cottage. Despite the weather, the board has had a very busy and productive year. A summary of the initiatives

was posted to the KLCOA website and can be found at klcoa.org � Home � News � Summary of Initiatives.

I won’t go through each and every one of them but will highlight a few that are significant:

 A Stewardship Committee was formed, given that the number of initiatives was too large for one individual

to handle. The 12 initiatives, some new, some existing, are listed in the summary.

 A Social Committee was formed to help organize member activities and events. Some events were

successful and others will need to be tweaked for 2015.

 A Buy Local Committee was created to inform members of some of the businesses in the area and to

encourage members to buy ‘close to home’ to sustain a vibrant local economy. Two significant programs were

delivered. A Shop Guilford/118 Day was held to promote the businesses in West Guilford and along Hwy 118.  The

day was successful for a number of merchants and less so for others. Learnings will be applied to next year’s

activities. The second initiative was to implement a Group Purchase Program for propane and heating oil. This has

resulted in lower prices for members.

 Another very successful Regatta was held thanks to the efforts of the many volunteers who came forward

to help with this premier event of the summer.

 Finally a committee of the board has prepared a set of operational documents including: 

 1)  Revised by-laws based on the pending provincial legislation (ONCA) governing not-for-profit organizations. The

draft by-laws will be shared with the membership once the new legislation has been enacted. These will need to be

voted on by the members. Until then, the existing by-laws are in force.

 2)  A Code of Conduct for Directors, a Privacy Policy and a set of Operating Procedures. These documents were

approved by the board at our Oct 21st meeting. These will be posted on the website as soon as a few minor

changes have been completed. Note that a few items in some of the documents are dependent on the new ONCA

legislation. This is noted in the affected sections.

Many of the above activities will continue to keep the board busy in the second year of our term. We are  always

looking for volunteers to help with those activities that may be of interest to individual members. This is especially true for

the Stewardship initiatives.

In closing, for those of you who continue to use your cottage through the winter, enjoy what the season brings. For

all members, have a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.     

May 2015’s cottage season be warmer and drier than 2014.

Sincerely,

Tony Lepine
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Did You Know? Did you know that as a member of FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers Association), members of
the KLCOA can take advantage of discounts and programs not available to non-members. Visit www.foca.on.ca     for more
details or www.cottagefirst.com  for details regarding discounted insurance plans.

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words

Each year we hear a “roads report” from Gary
Benson, who diligently shares his efforts to address
road repairs to the Municipality. Gary travels the
Kennisis Lake roads with his volunteers and
identifies every cottage number that is close to a
road defect. This report is shared with the
Municipality

Through his persistence and patience, Gary is to be
congratulated! We were greeted this summer with a
repaired Wilkinson Road, covered with a slurry seal. 

Other roads also need repair and we know Gary will
continue to act on our behalf to address the areas of
need. Well done, Gary, and thank you!!!
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Hats off to Doug Mahood for his generosity in offering his
Marina location to host the Regatta and the 2  Fireworks
Displays. Thank you, Doug!!

More Dam Details..
Communication from Parks Canada provides some time line details for our dam.

August 29, 2014

Kennisis Lake Dam Update

From: Jewel Cunningham, Director, Ontario Waterways Unit, Parks Canada

To: Chris Riddle as KLCOA Liaison for KLCOA

Parks Canada is continuing with its efforts on the project to rehabilitate Kennisis Lake Dam.

Geotechnical investigations and option evaluation studies have been completed and we are working toward the
completion of the preliminary designs and a detailed environmental impact assessment  for the project.

Current plans call for the construction of a new dam in its current location.

Construction start is anticipated in August 2015 and we estimate construction of the dam will take approximately six
months to complete, although these time lines are very preliminary.

Parks Canada is working on with the Municipality to mitigate impacts on public use facilities located near the site, while
allowing for constructionof a new dam.

Once we are further along in the planning, Parks Canada will be in a position to share further detailed information and
we will work with local stakeholders on any issues that arise
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 Septic Health and Your Lake

Tile Bed Do's and Don'ts

The tile bed is a very important component of your septic system and its proper functioning is
essential to minimizing negative impacts on lake water quality.  Here are a few tips on what to do and
not do on your tile bed.

Never fertilize your tile bed area or any other area of your waterfront property.  Fertilizer is a nutrient
source for your lake and contributes to rapid algae growth and decreased water quality.  

Plant ground covers early in the season and avoid the use of invasive or overly aggressive species.
Grass mixes are fine, however, if you do not want to cut grass each weekend try the following ideas
for tile bed ground cover.  Native Wild Flower mixes suited for your type of soil and light conditions
work quite well and look great too.  Dutch White Clover is ideal as it does not require cutting unless
you want, holds up well to foot traffic, will flower if left uncut, is drought tolerant and stays green all
season.

Allow Mother Nature to plant some of her own flora in your yard. Plants growing on my tile bed in
Haliburton include wild violets, wild strawberries, oxide daisy, dandelion, a variety of native grasses
and trilliums have recently popped up on the edge of the tile bed area.  Keep trees and woody shrubs
at least 5 meters from your tile bed as the roots can migrate into your tile lines and potentiality cause
failure.  Trees such as Poplar, Birch, Balsam & Sumac should be avoided as they are very aggressive
and love septic effluent.  Some perennials and even raspberries bushes can cause some indigestion for
your tile bed due to their roots.  

Never drive or park on the tile bed, operate heavy equipment such as ATVs, dirt bikes & snow
machines. Avoid watering the tile bed area when it gets dry.

A little prevention can go a long way to making your tile bed last a lifetime or two and help preserve
lake water quality at the same time.

Article written by Rob Davis- Septic Expert 

Article provided by 
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Shop Guilford/118 Day

On Saturday, July 12th, KLCOA members visited the participating merchants in the KLCOA Shop Guilford/118 to see what
these businesses have to offer, take advantage of special offers and get their passport stamped to win a gift basket of

special things contributed by the merchants:

1. West Guilford Shopping Centre - $25 gift certificate
2. Cottage Country Log Cabin - Kennisis Lake t-shirt
3. Maple Moon and Moon Shadows Estate Winery - $25 gift certificate
4. Fibres - herringbone-design linen tea towel
5. Country Bakery - gift certificate for a loaf of cheese bread
6. Rhubarb - Boshkung Brewery t-shirt
7. Corner Cafe - gift certificate for a pizza
8. Bonnie's Lavender Farm - dried lavender bouquet
9. Abbey Gardens - bottles of local radish & leek preserves & shopping bag
10. Art Hive - apron and notepad

KLCOA thanks these merchants and encourages members to continue to visit and patronize them through the summer and
throughout the year. We're lucky to have such a great array of merchants with interesting offerings close at hand!

KLCOA thanks Heather Reid of Abbey Gardens for initiating the idea and Parker Pad & Printing for designing and printing
the flyers and passports. Congratss to Holly Mastine, the winner of Shop Guilford/118.
New and different ideas for “Shop 118” are already being discussed for next year.

October 27th 2014 Election Results

Congratulations to all of the candidates who stood for a
position in our Municipal election. 

According to the Statement of Votes Cast, posted on the
Dysart et al website, the following candidates were voted in
to office for the next municipal term. Congratulations to:

Reeve: Murray Fearrey

Deputy-Reeve: Andrea Roberts

Councillor Ward 1: Nancy Wood-Robert

Councillor Ward 2: Derek Knowles

Councillor Ward 3: Tammy Donaldson

Councillor Ward 4: Susan Norcross

Trustee- French Language School Board: Sylvie A Landrie

Did You Know? After we turn the clocks back in the
fall, most car accidents occur between 3 pm. and 6
pm., when visibility is low and the number of drivers
on the road is high. Take extra care on your drive
home.
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Again this summer, Thomas Kovacs, a singer/songwriter,
entertained a crowd of enthusiastic cottagers to support
Janis Parker's fund raiser nd social event. Thomas
Kovacs is keen to invite audience participation and
audience interactions in order to bring enjoyment to his
concert. Well done to Janis for raising funds for Dental
Outreach in Haliburton, a very worthy cause!

Yes..he's playing the spoons!
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Norah’s Island Report – Fall 2014:

Norah’s Island Kennisis Lake Fund (NIKL): Current Balance as of Jan 1/2014 is $58,451 and our
insurance is up-to-date.

The Recognition Plaque is now on the island – it’s worth a trip to have a look!

Stewardship Youth Rangers Visit

On August 5th, Jeff Pinkney hosted an island clean-up assisted by Leslie Fagan and their daughter,
Isabella. Thanks to Duncan McCallum, Kennisis Lake Cottage Association, for acting as our
Captain and Janis Parker and Ron Kozak for the use of their boat. Special thank you to the Team
Leader, Emily Turner, of Stewardship Youth Rangers who wrote about her experience in the
Haliburton Highlands Land Trust Wild About Nature magazine. (Find it on page 18.)

Thanks to the “EYES ON THE ISLAND” team for a vigilant year. And thanks to Andi Rodgers for
writing about this very successful program in the Land Trust Wild About Nature magazine. Check it
out on page 7 http://www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/H14-804-HHLT-WAN-
Magazine-2014.pdf .

But most of all thanks to the growing number of Kennisis Community members who are enjoying
the island and leaving it spotless and well cared for.

Your Norah’s Island Management Committee:
Co-Chair KLCOA: Jeff Pinkney email: jeff.pinkney@gmail.com
KLCOA Member: Andi Rodgers email: diane.andi.rodgers@gmail.com
KLCOA Member: Shirlee Weeks email: shirlee.weeks@bell.net
Co-Chair HHLT: Brent Wootton email: bwootton@flemingc.on.ca
HHLT Member: Janis Parker email: janis@parkerpad.com
HHLT Member: Ian Daniel email: ian.daniel@sympatico.ca

Bottle Drive at Everitt's Helps to Purchase Equipment for Fire Fighters
 

With ongoing support from our community, the bottle drive at
Everitt's raised funds to help the Fire Department purchase
these stream lights. Thank you for taking the time this
summer to stop and donate your empty bottles to this cause.

New and dependable equipment is essential to help our fire
fighters do their job. Well done to those who contributed!
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Cell Tower on Little Kennisis Lake

Recent communications with Summit Telecom Services
Inc., indicate that due to the responses regarding the 85m
tall tower planned on Little Kennisis Lake, 
summit Telecom has tried to come up with an alternative.
They are changing the design to a “tree” style tower,
opposed to the steel lattice structure. So the project is not
necessarily cancelled but a different proposal is in the
works.

In changing the design, the height will also be reduced. It
tower will now be about 40m tall. While 40m is still fairly
high, it is quite a reduction and further should not require
any lighting or painting etc.

Prior to anything being approved, the plans will be
resubmitted  to the Township and a notification of the
proposal will be shared/communicated so that area
residents/property owners are informed of the proposed
tower.

DID YOU KNOW? Add an apple to your bag of
potatoes to prevent them from budding.

DID YOU KNOW?  If you put a dry towel in a wet
load of laundry, the drying time decreases! Wow a
chance to save on hydro.

….......sample image of a pine tree cell tower
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     Water.....How much do we have? How much do we use? 

How do we use it? How can we save it?

Every ounce of water that enters your residence or cottage has to be pumped to get there, be stored, treated
or removed. Each step in that process costs you money to create and maintain the systems required to make
all that happen. Investing in products that use water more efficiently isn’t just the the right thing to do for our
lakes, it’s the right thing to do for your wallet. 
The average family uses 36% of its water for Toilets, 35% for Showers, 11% for Laundry and another 18% 
for “Other” purposes such as watering lawns etc. Since over one-third of average family water use is flushed
down the toilet, let’s use that as an example of how we can reduce consumption and have a positive
environmental impact at the same time.

   The typical toilet still uses 13 liters or more of water with every flush.  Today there are a number of good 
   quality low flow toilets that perform just as well or better while using 50 - 77% less water. 

Many people still think of low flow toilets as “bad technology” introduced in the 1990’s.  They worked on six
litres of water, but “didn’t really clear the bowl properly, and plugged constantly”.  That’s beause those old
toilets used a siphon action to pull waste out of the toilet bowl.  When they reduced the amount of water
being used they had to reduce the size of the outgoing pipe or trapway in the toilet in order to get that same
siphon action.  With trapways that were often less than two inches in diameter, it’s no wonder they plugged
all the time.  
Certain dual flush 3L/4.8L toilets use a wash down system that has been used all around the 

   world for decades and are the only toilets on the market that feature a full four inch trapway.  They 
   work well every time and they simply don’t plug with normal use.  The newest 3L single flush toilets
   feature a revolutionary new flushing system, harnessing the dynamics of air and water pressure.  
   As the inner chamber fills with water, air is forced through a small transfer tube which helps to 
   pressurize the trapway.  With each flush the waste is quickly and quietly evacuated from the bowl using half

w    the water of the older discredited low flow toilets of the 1990s. The C.H.A has tested and endorses
   Canadian designed Water Matrix Proficiency   3 liter flush toilets   – they are available at Timber Mart 
   stores throughout the Highlands and in Kin mount.
   Hydraulic overload (too much water use in a short period of time) is one of the leading causes of 
   septic system failure. Two significant things happen with too much water use. Fine solids are stirred up
   and pushed out of the septic tank and into the tile bed causing bio-Matt build-up in the stone layer
   preventing effluent from leaching into the ground easily. Nutrients, both dissolved and suspended, 
   exit the tank and enter the environment through the buried pipes in the tile bed intern leading to a lake,
   stream, river or wetland where they can cause excessive algae growth and even blue green algae 
   blooms in severe cases. 
   Hydraulic overload can be caused by high volume toilets, leaky flapper valves in toilet tanks, too many
   loads of laundry in one day, long showers, etc. The smaller or older your septic tank the more important
   it is to use low volume water fixtures - namely shower heads and toilets.
   The life expectancy of septic systems can be significantly increased by exercising some care
   about what and how much goes down the drain.  A common myth is that septic systems need lots of 
   extra water. This is simply false. The septic tank is always full - one drop down the drain equals one 
   drop out the end and into the tile bed. Instead of helping the system, excessive water use only forces
   nutrients and undigested solids out of your septic tank, through your tile beds and into the environment.
   So upgrading your toilets makes cents and helps your lake.                                         (..........continued)
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      Given the amounts of oils, fats, greases, toilet paper and a host of other things besides human waste
      being put down the drain these days, it is also important to use an approved microbial septic

treatment such as the C.H.A. endorsed Eco Ethic Septic Treatment Product  to help your 
      septic system function as well as it can. Eco Ethic Septic Treatment contains appropriate bacteria
      to accelerate the breakdown and conversion of nutrients by bacteria to mineral ash, water, carbon
d    dioxide, heat and more bacteria, which all leads to cleaner effluent leaving your septic system and a 

healthier lake environment. 
Using biodegradable cleaning compounds, avoiding chlorinated, phosphate and antibacterial

       products also helps to keep septic systems operating well and polluting less.  For a
      quick and concise video lesson on the care, feeding and maintenance of septic systems have 
      a look at the CHA’s “Poop Talk” video which can be found at the following website:
       http://vimeo.com/63522168   

Authors – Terry Moore and Paul MacInnes are respectively Research Director and 
Chair of the C.H.A. 

Article provided by 

Dysart plans to catalog and organize the Health Dept. files to set priorities on aging septics etc 
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Island C Naming Contest - Jim Prince

The KLCOA owns a five acre island in the western portion of the big lake. The island was acquired 

when the KLCOA made a request to the owner/developer that it be kept in its natural state and be 

retained for use by the public. The islands on the lake were originally named with the letters of the 

alphabet and that island became Island “C”. When the KLCOA acquired the island, a suggestion to 

rename it was made and a contest was held over the last year to propose and accept a new name 

for Island C. 

� Island C Naming Submissions were accepted in 2013

� 11 Names submitted – all accepted

� Community voting May to July 2014 (via KLCOA e-mail voting app)

� Formal application will be made to the Geographical Names Board of Canada in 2014/15

Island C name selection was announced at 2014 Fall AGM

KLCOA are now proud owners of a third Island called Two Loon Island.
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KLCOA Regatta: The Past 
Gary Benson Reflects On the Regatta Many Years Ago *(date of article could not be located)
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Regatta 2014: The Present

Hats off to Susan Nixon, her committee and the numerous helpers who supported this
KLCOA event.  Even though we are all discouraged about the summer weather, Susan was
able to not only organize a full day of fun filled events but also put her powers to work and
deliver the best summer day weather of the season. Well done, Susan!!

Fun, Fun, Fun in The Summer Sun!

Fun for the spectators:

 

Yes..a drone spectator!!
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Fun for the children:
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Fun for the Adults:
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Fun For the Competitors:
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Fun for the Egg Tossers:
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Fun for Refreshment Tent and Regatta Volunteers:

Congratulations to Janis Parker and her team of volunteers who spent their time in the
refreshment tent attending to the hungry participants and spectators. The food and drinks were
much appreciated by many. 
Many thanks to all of the volunteers who assisted in keeping the races and games on schedule
all day!
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The McMaster family bought a lot and cottage on the South Shore, in the first development in 1956.
Logging was still underway at the west end of the lake, but the local entrepreneurs knew it was coming to
an end, and arrangements were made with Hay & Company, with rights to all the land around the lake, to
develop cottage lots on the South Shore. Bill Curry was central to this, along with Haliburton realtors
Hayward & Jones. My dad bought our lot, Plan 3 Lot 8, for less than $2,000. On the South Shore, plan 1
went along the shore from the "Marina" to the beaver dam; plan 2 was the first point road; plan 3 was the
next point; plan 4 was the next point road.
 
Our neighbours Carson and Gloria Kosatz remarked that the island in our bay (helping to shelter Bullfrog
Bay), was "a nice island" and the real estate guy said "you can have it for fifteen dollars"!
 
The Marina, then known as "Curry's Landing", consisted of a gas pump and a dock, downhill from the Mill.
The Mill workers, boys from West Guilford and Haliburton, drove the road every day for their shift
from 08:00 - 17:00. Earlier the road at the bottom of Moose Hill was a log bridge. You could hear the "Mill
Whistle" every weekday, at 08:00, 12 noon and 5:00 p.m., all down the lake. 
 
When I was little, logging was finishing up, in the little bay just past the Blueberry Islands. There is a
steep flat rock there, just inside the bay, and they would drag the logs there with horses and roll them
into the lake and make log booms. We found a horse's jaw and  food caches (dugouts) there later. I
remember sitting on the shore with binoculars watching Bill Curry, with his newly-made wooden barge and
50-HP out-board, very big at the time, at full throttle, spewing exhaust, slowly heading down the lake to
the Mill with one of the last log booms, sitting in a lawn chair, smoking a cigar and drinking a beer, on a
beautiful summer day.
 
Curry's Landing also had an enclosure, with straw, for ice blocks, cut from the lake during winter for sale
for ice boxes for food in summer, covered in straw, and oil-barrel dog houses for the hunting hounds for
the fall hunt. We have an old hunting map of defined areas and distress signals south of the lake, and we
discovered various hunting cabins around the lake, used by locals in the fall season.
 
There was no electricity at first, and all dirt roads. I remember seeing the first satellite "Sputnik" while
my dad changed a flat tire on the straight stretch past West Guilford. We would go to town (Haliburton)
to shop, and I remember Bill Curry standing on the sidewalk in front of the bank, paying his various
employees/contractors with cash from a huge wad of bills, in his green work clothes, suspenders, and a big
fat cigar. His family owned Plan 1 Lot 1 on the point across from the Marina.

                        Kennisis Lake Community – Our Personal Stories!
Do you have an interesting story about your occupation or business or a personal story that would interest others or
a hobby that might trigger others to follow your passion? Perhaps a piece of personal writing, poetry or prose would
helps us better understand the interesting lives of our Kennisis Lake community members. Send your submission to
valentinafagg@gmail.com and keep this page as a regular reflection of our interesting community. This submission is
written by Greg McMaster describing his memories of Kennisis Lake as a young boy in the late 50's and early 60”s.
Thank you, Greg for your submission.
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My family explored the undeveloped lake. In the bay at the north-west corner of Little Kennisis, a huge
dead old-growth tree survived up a little stream, and the ospreys nested there. In the spring you could
see the babies in the nest, and then later they would fly in circles over that little bay, squawking. Further
east down Little Kennisis, there was a major hunting camp, with cooking utensils in old log cabins (now a
Lodge for the Haliburton Forest, who kept one of the old buildings).
 
On the west end of Kennisis, up a path from another camp (now developed), overgrown and a possible site
where Ojibway Joe Kennisis lived, we found old rusted-out beaver traps beside a little stream.
 
The Marina was then run by Stuart and Dorothy Baker. I have a postcard, an aerial shot of the Marina at
low water with boat waves coming in from outside the bay. Stuart reported that the snow had been
shovelled from our cottage roof (c. 1959). Dorothy was the Postmaster, and Karen Burke the Assistant, in
the post office in the back of the first store. Stuart taught at the now-closed school in Haliburton and
tragically died. The restaurant had the classic round stools, short-order meals, and the cook who worked
at the Mill and made fresh bread on order.
 
There was also an old-style juke box and once a year a guy would come to replace records, and you could
buy the old 45's, with a hole punched in them. I have Chuck Berry's "No Particular Place to Go" from that.
 
In the 1960's, the young people and new developers started to take over, with an uneasy co-existence. We
had beach parties on the north shore, Little Kennisis by Wolf Lake, Cabin Island and the Dam. They
developed the East Shore, Little Kennisis and the North Shore, all the way to the Dam, with roads.
 
Cabin Island was "R" Island, owned by squatters' rights by mysterious owners, who came up rarely. I also
remember the Aqua car, which could float, and came up in the 1960's. It was the first and only time you
would ever see a car on the Gull Rock, by Cabin Island!
 
The next owners of the Marina were the Everitt's (Wilf, Marg, Larry and Debbie). They expanded the
business and they also worked with the young people. Dances were held in the boathouse, with turntables
and old-style records. By the late 60's there were live rock bands from Oshawa, and when we didn't go to
the competing dances at Medley's Bowling in Carnarvon, we had a lot of good parties at Kennisis Lake!

Greg McMaster
Kennisis Lake
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…................................................................................Picture taken and shared with us by Debbie Gilbert

Save your thoughts from this photo....

Have an enjoyable winter......

And we will see you on your dock in the spring
of 2015!!!


