
 

Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association 

Spring 2019 Newsletter  

 

Dates to Remember  
Roadside Cleanup 

May 4th 2019 & 

May 11th 2019 

KLCOA Spring Meeting 

May  18th  2019 

8:30 am coffee 

9:00am meeting 

Halliburton Forest      

Logging Museum 

Ladies  Of The Lake Lunch 

June  29th 

KLCOA Fireworks/CANADA 
DAY 

June 29th 

Rain date - June 30th 

9:30pm or later 

Rock Bass Fishing Derby 

Sat. July  6th 

Art on the Dock 

July 13th & 14th 

Summer Swimming Lessons 

July 8th to Aug. 16th 

FOCA Cottage Succession  

Planning 

July 27th 

Regatta &  

Car/Motorcycle Show 

Sat. Aug. 3rd 

Sailing Regatta 

Sun. Aug 4th   

KLCOA General Meeting 

Sat Aug. 31st 

 

 

 

Time Wasted At the Lake is Time Well 
Spent 

Here’s to many wasted hours of on          
Kennisis! 

Kennisis Breeze



         President’s Message – Spring 2019 
Happy Spring!  At the time of writing the Lake is still frozen and snow is sev-
eral feet deep in spots but temperatures are warming and hopefully by the 
time of reading we will be well on our way to a great summer. 
 

Your board of directors has been hard at work over the winter attending seminars, doing research 
and getting ready for upcoming events. 
 
Once again our Tree Planting program was utilized by a number of our members with over 500 new 
seedlings purchased to be planted after the long weekend in May.  To date this program has        
facilitated the planting of thousands of seedlings on our waterfront properties. 
 
Due to popularity, our road cleanup program has expanded this year to cover not only our         
commitment to the county for a stretch on Kennisis Lake Road but hopefully to all roads around 
both lakes. 
 
We are once again excited to be hosting the Ladies of the Lake Luncheon on June 29, a great 
place to reacquaint with your neighbors and to support the chosen charity for this year, the        
Haliburton School of Art and Design. KLCOA’s Canada Day fireworks will be later that same      
evening. 
 
The fishing derby on July 6 will help rid our lake of some invasive rock bass while providing fun for 
fishing enthusiasts of all ages. 
 
Art on the Dock, July 13 and 14 will be hosting a number of new artists to visit by boat or car.  
Watch for the brochure with details coming soon. 
 
There will be a couple of shoreline restoration workshops this summer where members can learn 
more about native plants and keeping our shorelines healthy.    
 
This year we will be hosting a session on cottage succession planning sponsored by FOCA on    
July 27 at the Haliburton Forest.  Lawyer, Peter Lillico will be presenting ‘Keep the Family in the 
Family Cottage’ covering a cottage succession planning overview, explaining the legal, tax and 
family     issues that need to be addressed.   
 
Swimming lessons will run from July 8 to August 16 and the Regatta on August 3 followed by the 
Sailing Regatta on August 4. 
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Details on all of the above events and more will be communicated through e-blasts and on our 
website. 
 
Last year at our AGM we mentioned that we were going to do some research into the effects of 
spraying for mosquitos around the Lakes.  Our  investigation has come up with some disturbing 
facts.  Research indicates that spraying for mosquitos has a detrimental effect on more than 
just the mosquitos.  The spray that is most often used is comprised of permethrin which is 
touted as being a natural product that comes from the chrysanthemum plant but in truth has 
been highly synthesized to make it more effective.  This new version of the product kills species 
including bees and other pollinators, butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies among others.  It 
can cause harm to birds and if it gets in our lakes can kill fish.  We will be sharing information 
this spring through e-blasts and on our website.  We will also have Dr. Chris Brew giving a 
presentation at our Spring Meeting.  Look to our website for alternate suggestions to spraying in 
order to help protect our environment.   
 
Boating etiquette and safety is another area of focus for our board this year.  A couple mem-
bers attended the FOCA Annual meeting and have collected materials that we will share this 
Spring.  The OPP will be attending our Spring meeting to address this topic. 
 
I want to thank all of our many volunteers for their time and efforts. It is the energy and         
commitment of these people that help keep our lakes a fun, safe and healthy place to live and 
play. 
 
This year is an election year for the board.  The election will be held at the AGM in the Fall.  If 
you are at all interested in joining this dynamic board please contact anyone currently on the 
board. 
 
Check out our website regularly for updates and current events. www.klcoa.org 
 
I hope to see you at our Spring Meeting on Saturday  
May 18th at the Haliburton Forest with registration at  
8:30 for coffee with a  meeting start at 9:00am. 
 
Deb Wratschko 
KLCOA President 
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Come to the 5th Annual Ladies of the Lake Luncheon,                        
Saturday, June 29th, 2019 
RSVP Deadline is Friday, June 21st 

Please join us for the 5th Annual Ladies of the Lake Luncheon on June 29 th, from 11:30 – 
1:30 pm.  The Luncheon is again organized by Liz Austin and Sheelagh Lawrance, and 
hosted by KLCOA's female Board Members – Arlene Burch, Tina Fagg, Sheelagh Lawrance, 
Joan Middleton, Janis Parker and Deb Wratschko.  Our venue this year is at the cottage 
of Joyce Sumara, on Kennisis Lake Road.  
    
As always, this is a great opportunity to meet new people and connect with old friends. 
Information about the various activities will be available and you will have the opportunity 
to sign up for them.    
 
The event is open only to KLCOA members and family members (e.g. Moms, Daughters, Sisters) who 
are frequently at the Lakes and feel part of the community. Please note that this is an adult-only 
event (18 and over). If you have not renewed your membership yet, you can do so on-line at 
www.klcoa.org,  at the Spring Meeting on May 18th, or at the Luncheon.   



Page 5  

Attendees will be asked to bring either a specific food item, or a     
donation.  Each year, we ask the host to select a charity of her choice 
that will support an organization in the Haliburton community.  As an 
artist herself, Joyce Sumara chose the Haliburton School of Art and 
Design. Haliburton’s growing arts community is in large part as a result 
of the School’s presence in the community, and an important factor in 
its economic growth.  
 
Again, this year, a silent auction will be held for pieces donated by some of the talented artists 
participating in Art on the Dock (July 13th and 14th,) with proceeds going to the                                   

Arts Council - Haliburton Highland's 
Artists in the Schools program.   
So, bring your chequebook and/or 
cash to bid on some fabulous 
items!   
 
 

 

 

For more information, and to register:

hsad.ca or
705.457.1680
866.353.6464 ext. 3 

Summer living is easy.
Choosing just one art 
course is hard. 
This year’s summer program features over 300 courses, 
including more than 50 new classes to explore: Indigenous 
History, Symbolism & Art, Creativity – Expanding the Right 
Brain, Composition & Colour for Painting, Stagecraft – Creating 
a Scene, Macramé, and Painting & Yoga, to name a few.

So whether you are enrolling for the first time, or you come 
back every year, we have courses for your interests and abilities.

The Haliburton School of Art + Design is a wonderful place to 
learn, grow and create, and we hope you can take some time 
for yourself this summer to explore 
fresh possibilities.

Mohair throw detail – Darlene Bolahood and Charles Sylge for WHEW inc.



Welcome Back Spring KLCOA Meeting 

May 18th 2019                                                                             
Haliburton Forest Logging Museum (thank you to Haliburton Forest for providing this venue) 

Face to face meetings give us the opportunity to have the discussions 

and ask the questions that make us more knowledgeable and better 

KLCOA lake stewards. AND we also can rekindle friendships that many of 

us left behind in the fall of 2018.  

Hope to see you there! 
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Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve   
held their annual poker run.  
471 participants hit the trails and raised $15,000.00 for our 
local fire department. 
The lucky winner with three Queens and 
two tens was Scott Charity of Kinmount, 
Ontario a long time participant and 
camper in the Forest!  

Thank you for sharing the pictures on 
Kennisis Lake facebook. 

Winner! Scott Charity 



What a Winter for the Snowmobilers! By Graham Beach 

 
We had a great year with a very typical length of time to enjoy the winter! Our local OFSC trails 
were open from late December to early April. 
In order to enjoy the terrain and the weather, we have a great group of dedicated volunteers 
who we can call upon to assist with activities and projects. 
Our volunteers continued the portage trail maintenance, continued the Tall Pines Trail #62 
brushing and trail improvements and also did the lake staking which was done once the lake 
had been checked for safe ice thickness.  Buckhorn Creek Shelter was maintained and we were 
able to add 2 new windows this year. 
We have once again started a fundraiser for Trail 62 Buckhorn Shelter bridge work and trail   
improvement fund. Through generous donations by our group we have currently raised 
$3100.00. This is awesome! Thanks everyone who contributed! 
This money will be passed along to the Tall Pines Snowmobile Club. 
As always, contact me if you wish to be added to my email updates in order to stay informed of 
our activities and needs. 

Happy Trails 

Graham Beach 905 806 5591   

Graham_beach@hotmail.com   
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2019 Cottage Succession seminar series: 
Cottage Succession Overview 

Learn how to “Keep the ‘Family’ in the Family Cottage” 

 

 If your goal is to keep your family in the cottage for future generations, my goal is to help you        
develop an agreement to secure a lasting and successful succession, avoid family friction and prevent 

‘For Sale’ signs sprouting. 

 

It’s not lack of interest, capital gains tax or other 
financial pressures that result in most family cottages    

going up for sale, it’s a consequence of friction within the family 

that arises from sharing ownership and usage. 

~ Peter Lillico, Estate Planning Lawyer 
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Saturday, July 27th, 2019  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

@ Haliburton Forest & Wildlife Reserve – Logging Museum,  
1095 Redken Rd, Haliburton 

 
 

                           Feature Speaker:                 Event Co-Hosts: 

               Peter Lillico   FOCA & the Kennisis Lake            
                        Estate Planning Lawyer   Cottage Owners Association 

                                                                            

                                                                                          
 

 

This event is FREE to FOCA members, including all members 
of the Kennisis Lake Cottage Owners Association,  

or $10 at the door for non-members.  
 

Pre-register early as space is limited @: 
www.KLCOA.ORG 

 

 



 Page 11 

Cottage Succession Planning Seminar 
 

Learn how to “Keep the ‘Family’ in the Family Cottage” 

 

On Saturday, July 27th FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers Associations), in conjunction with 
KLCOA, is hosting a seminar on Cottage Succession Planning.   
The presentation will be from 10am – Noon in the Logging Museum in the Haliburton Forest.   The 
Forest is graciously providing this space for us for free in order to hold this important presentation.   
Peter Lillico, an estate planning lawyer, is a frequent speaker on cottage succession planning and 
has been working with FOCA to deliver a series of seminars to cottagers’ associations around  On-
tario.   According to Peter, “It’s not lack of interest, capital gains tax or other financial pressures that 
result in most family cottages going up for sale. It’s a consequence of friction within the family that 
arises from sharing ownership and usage. If your goal is to keep your family in the cottage for fu-
ture generations, my goal is to help you develop an agreement to secure a lasting and           suc-
cessful succession, avoid family friction and prevent ‘For Sale’ signs sprouting.” 
 

Space is limited so that Peter has an opportunity to answer your questions. Be sure to register early. 
How to register:   Go to  www.klcoa.org and click on the link to the event. 
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Bathe in the Lake?  ~ Don’t  
 
Should we bathe in the lake? The decision to bathe in the lake is a matter of conscience, but it is easier to 
make your decision if you know the facts. The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change warns of the  
hazards of increasing algae blooms by adding phosphorus (a nutrient) and other products into streams and 
lakes. Although phosphorus has been eliminated from most soap products, even biodegradable products 
used in soaps contain additives not found in lake water. If your cottage does not have a shower, consider 
using a bucket to wash away from shore so that soap products do not enter the lake directly.  
  
To assist cottage owners, the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association (FOCA) has published a 

“Shoreline Owners’ Guide to Healthy Waterfronts.” Page 3 of the document states: 
 
“Be Careful With Soap – Soaps should always be phosphate-free. Avoid antibacterial soaps. Soapy    

wastewater from dishwashing and bathing should be disposed of in soil at least 60 meters from the 
water’s edge to prevent harming wildlife and creating nutrient-induced algae blooms.” 

 
 Algonquin-Eco-Watch suggests using the sponge! A natural “Loofah” sponge can 

be purchased in any drugstore for about the price of a cake of soap and can 
be re-used indefinitely. It is lighter than a cake of soap and can be squeezed 
into any corner of a packsack. Brisk rubbing with the sponge,  followed by a 
dip in the lake, will remove dead skin, most of the “offensive” odour, and 
leave the body feeling tingly and clean – without adding manufactured 
chemical compounds to the lake. 

Other website links helpful to campers, hikers and cottagers are:  
http://www.algonquin-eco-watch.com/bathing.htm 
http://www.cabinlivingmag.com/diy-advice/lake-water-quality/lake-friendly-soaps/ 
http://sectionhiker.com/biodegradable-soap-in-the-backcountry-the-campsuds-myth/  
http://www.backcountryattitude.com/
biodegradable_soap.html 
 
 
All of us are responsible for the environmental 
quality of our lakes. Please help keep our lakes 
and rivers clean. Original  article written by 
Lynda Corkhum, FOCA  director and retired U 
of Windsor biology professor. Reproduced with 
permission. 
 

https://foca.on.ca/shoreline-owners-guide-to-healthy-waterfronts/
http://www.algonquin-eco-watch.com/bathing.htm
http://www.cabinlivingmag.com/diy-advice/lake-water-quality/lake-friendly-soaps/
http://sectionhiker.com/biodegradable-soap-in-the-backcountry-the-campsuds-myth/
http://www.backcountryattitude.com/biodegradable_soap.html
http://www.backcountryattitude.com/biodegradable_soap.html
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Septic System Inspections 
 
Science has taught us that the more efficient a septic system operates, the less harmful pollution goes into our 
lakes. 
In December of 2017 Dysart Council passed a bylaw making the inspection of septic systems on all properties near 
a shoreline mandatory. 
Property owners on both of the Kennisis Lakes must have the prescribed inspections completed by an approved 
inspector prior to the end of 2019.  Failure to complete the inspection prior to the deadline could result in penalties 
and additional costs to the property owner. 
Prior to the start of this year, 307 Kennisis property owners had completed the required inspection process.   
Of the inspections completed just over two thirds of the systems were found to be operating effectively.  About 10% 
required minor adjustments and were corrected during the inspection process.  Left unaddressed these minor    
issues would have become moderate or major issues.  About 20% of the systems inspected to date were found to 
have moderate to major issues and required follow up repairs in order to reduce the pollution flowing into our lakes.  
With over 600 septic systems remaining to be inspected during the spring, summer and fall of 2019 the KLCOA 
encourages all property owners to get their inspection booked as soon as possible.  There is no good excuse for 
not doing your part in helping protect the quality of our lake water. 
 
Everything you need to know about the inspection process is available right here   
 
                                                https://www.klcoa.org/new-details-on-mandatory-septic-inspections/ 

https://www.klcoa.org/new-details-on-mandatory-septic-inspections/
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  EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

 

Septic inspections are a 

necessary part of the 

operation and maintenance of a septic tank.  An 

optimal running septic system is undoubtedly the 

objective of every rural property owner. However 

given the fact that the system is completely 

subsurface, the ability to adequately access a septic 

system is virtually impossible for the home and 

cottage owner. Latent defects often can go unnoticed 

for months or even years, slowly contaminating the 

earth and water bodies’ alike. 

The Septic Re-Inspection Program can be your best

defence to obtain a clear, concise and complete

understanding of the health of your septic system.

HomePro Inspections is pleased to announce that

our septic tank inspections are compliant with the

Dysart Septic Re-Inspection Program. 

Group pricing available! - To book your septic

inspection contact us at 1-800-832-0519 or 

705-455-9055, alternatively email us at

homeproco@gmail.com 

Have a safe and a great summer!
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From Dysart Et Al  

Bylaw: 

Septic systems installed 

within 5 years of the 

start of the required 

inspection period are 

exempt. For our       

Kennisis area that 

means inspections will 

not be required for  

systems installed since 

2013 . 

The inspection must be 

performed by an       

Ontario licensed septic 

inspector and cannot be 

performed by the   

pump-out contractor. 

A pump-out is required 

as part of the            

inspection process. 

Property owners are en-

couraged to proceed 

with inspections and 

then submit copies of 

the inspection report to     

Dysart. 

Inspections of septic 

systems on properties 

located on Kennisis 

Lake, Little Kennisis 

Lake, Paddy’s Bay and 

Kelly Lake must be  

completed by the end of 

2019. 

 

A Sample of the Inspection Report 
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A septic system  
treats your waste water and 
sewage, if you are not on a 

municipal water system. Your 
household drains connect to a 
septic tank and a leaching bed. 

Both are buried beside your 
home or cottage. The leaching 
bed is made up of pipes with 
holes, buried in gravel and 
surrounded by natural or 

imported soil. (see image, over) 

 Septic Systems   
________________________________________________ 

 
 

As a matter of good environmental stewardship, and to protect your waterfront 
investment, FOCA encourages all landowners to 
look after their septic systems.  
 

Why? Proper maintenance can help to avoid 
potentially serious impacts, including:  

 

Overload/leaking of sewage 
A septic system is designed to treat a set volume of waste 
water. Every time water goes down the drain into your septic 
tank, the same amount of liquid leaves the tank and enters the 
leaching bed. If too much waste water enters the tank—from 
extra guests, heavy water use—too much waste is forced out, 
too soon. Untreated waste water escapes, including solids that 
can clog up pipes and/or enter the leaching bed, as well. 

Wiped out waste digesters 
Sewage is broken down by millions of bacteria and enzymes in your septic tank and the soil within       
the leaching bed. That bacteria is harmed or killed by cleaning products that are antibacterial,         
non-biodegradable, chlorine-based and/or full of toxic materials; and hazardous products like      
varnish, paint, pesticides, and gasoline. 

Build-up of solids 
There’s a lot that can’t be digested by your septic system. Fats, oils and grease don’t break down,      
and can form a scum layer at the top of your septic tank. Paper products, coffee grounds, hair, tampons, 
and other items inhibit the work of bacteria and quickly fill tanks. Combined, they can clog the system—
significantly hampering your system’s effectiveness. 

Poisoning yourself  
Hazardous products (paint, varnish, pesticides, gasoline, antifreeze) dumped down your drain, come   
out of the septic system just like they went in, but now they’re in the ground and water with the potential 
to poison wells and lakes. 

Contaminated drinking water and swimming areas 
Septic systems were designed with public health in mind. They are designed to remove contaminants 
such as organic solids, bacteria, and viruses, but not to prevent the release of nutrients. If your sewage 
is leaking, not getting cleaned, or building up, the end result could be contaminated water entering wells, 
ground water, lakes, streams, etc. Your health and the health of the environment are at risk. 

  
 
 
 
 

  

 

Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations  -   find out more: https://foca.on.ca/septic-systems 
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Minimum Separation Distances for Leaching or Filter Beds: 

 
source: SepticSmart! Understanding your home’s septic system (p.7) 

 

   Learn these “septic slogans” to stay on the right track to a healthy lake:: 
What goes in must come out 

To allow waste water the time it needs to be treated in the tank, conserve water. Ensure the size of your 
system can handle the quantity of waste water you create. Many older septic systems may be grossly 
undersized. 

Don’t poison your poop 
processor  

The importance of using 
biodegradable, non-toxic 
shampoos, detergents, 
soaps, and cleaners can’t be 
stressed enough. Many 
products in your cottage are 
loaded weapons. Make 
septic-friendly products the 
popular choice! 

Nutrients not needed 
Keep the input of phosphorus 
to a minimum. Use low-
phosphate or phosphate-free 
cleaners. 

Regular maintenance 
Like all household systems, 
your wastewater treatment needs to be 
maintained. Regular maintenance includes 
ensuring that the tank is less than 33% full of 
solids (in the first chamber), cleaning the effluent 
filter at least annually, and visually inspecting the 
leaching field for liquid break out, odours or other 
signs of trouble.  Excess solids means it’s time 
for a pump out. Replacing or repairing a septic 
system (and its impacts) is expensive; 
maintenance keeps thousands of dollars in your 
pocket and emergencies at bay. 

It's not a garbage can 
Don’t put garbage down your drain. That includes 
grease, oils, fats, and other non-biodegradable 
items.  
 
 
 
 

 

Plants not trees 
Plant with caution in the nutrient-rich area on top 
of the leaching bed. Do not plant trees or shrubs 
within three metres of the tank or bed. Roots will 
seek out and crack your pipes. Shallow-rooted 
ground covers are ideal. 

Location, location, location 
Soils play a big role in how water travels from the 
leaching bed, what contaminants get 
absorbed/broken down, and how far they travel. 
Your septic system must be designed for the type 
of soil around your cottage. Make sure your 
system meets the rules (Ontario Building Code) 
that specify how far a septic tank and leaching 
bed can be built away from buildings, wells, and 
waterbodies. 

 

Additional online resources:       https://foca.on.ca/septic-systems/        www.orwc.uoguelph.ca  
   http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/environment/facts/sep_smart.htm         www.oowa.org  
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Skunk Facts: Did you know… 
1. Skunks can spray a musky yellowy oil up to 3 

metres and the odor can be detected up to 
1.5km away. 

2. Skunks only spray when they are threatened. 

3. If you meet a skunk, walk away slowly and give 
the animal an escape route. 

4. Skunks may stamp their front feet before they 
spray. 

5. Skunk spray comes from glands about the size 
of grapes. 

6. Skunks have poor eyesight but excellent    
hearing and smell. 

7. A male skunk is called a buck, a female skunk is 
called a doe and a baby skunk is called a kit. 

8. Skunks are omnivores, meaning they eat plants 
and meat such as: 

9. Skunks can have 2—10 kits in one litter. The      
kits cannot see for 3 weeks and at 2 months of 
age, they will leave the den. 

10.    A group of skunks is called a “surfeit”. 

11. A skunk is one of the primary carriers of  
 “rabies”. 

12. A skunk is crepuscular, which means they are 
mostly out at dusk and dawn. 

Less chemical...superior results

   Haliburton County’s ONLY
local pest control

  Biologist and Ecologist on staff

  All pests, tree care,
property maintenance and more

705-286-BUGS (2847)
www.ecochoicepestcontrol.ca
info@ecochoicepestcontrol.ca

NEW

STORE

OPENIN
G

SPRIN
G 2019

199 Highland St., 
Halib

urto
n
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This recipe  

really 

works !!!  

It is wise to 

keep a    

supply of 

hydrogen 

peroxide 

and baking 

soda on 

hand. The 

mixture  

cannot be 

made until 

you need it  

and since 

most skunks 

are         

nocturnal,  

skunk  

spraying 

usually     

occurs when 

the stores 

are closed!!!  
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Shoreline Plants for Sun Courtesy of CHA 

using the CHA shoreline plant search tool at www.cohpoa.org 
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Shoreline Plants for Shade 

    Courtesy of CHA 

using the CHA website shoreline plant search tool at: 

  www.cohpoa.org 

Picture courtesy of www.learnaboutnature.com 

According to the World Wildlife Fund, “the area of mountain forest occupied by 

monarch butterflies this winter increased by 144 per cent over last year. This is 
the biggest growth in 12 years and is a sign that the population of monarchs that   
migrate from Canada and the United States to Mexico may be on the rise, in part 
due to efforts of supporters like you.” 



 
 

Protect Your Property 
 

Courtesy - Ontario Provincial Police 

 
Watch for suspicious people, vehicles or ac-

tivity in your area. Have a trusted 
neighbor keep an eye out while you plan 
to be away. Do not announce your ab-
sence over social media.   

 
Lock doors and windows even if you are go-

ing out for a short time. Install quality 
locks and a deadbolt on each outside 
door.  

 
 Deter potential criminals. Ensure outside 

lights work. And consider motion sensor 
lighting.   

 
 Avoid access by intruders. Lock your      

vehicles at all times. Remove and se-
cure valuables out of sight, even when in 
the garage.  

 
Store ATVs, snowmobiles and bicycles in 

garages and sheds. Keys should be   
removed. Keep all valuables in the home 
in secure locations. Consider recording 
serial numbers and taking pictures of 
personal property for documentation and 
insurance purposes. 

Keep your landscaping groomed and limit 
privacy fencing. Trees, shrubs and 
fences create hiding spots for criminals.  
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 If you are going to be away, keep grass 
cut, driveway plowed and walkways 
shoveled.  

 
Consider setting up a “trail cam” camera 

that will take pictures when motion is 
detected. It helps the police provide 
evidence against the intruders. 

 
To report suspicious activity or non urgent re-
quests call 1-888-310-1122 or to remain 
anonymous call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222
-8477 (TIPS).  
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That Bird in the Nest on Top of the Pole That You See as You Drive to the Cottage… 
….an Osprey 

Did You Know? 
 

The Osprey is Ontario’s fishing hawk. Their diet is 
mostly fish which swim near the surface so they will 
be found along shorelines of large lakes and rivers, 
ponds, and reservoirs. 

In order to hold onto fish, the osprey has hooked     
talons, and spikes on their feet (called spicules). 
This bird also has four equal toes, with two pointing 
forward and two backwards when they have prey 
held in their feet. 

Osprey build stick nests at the top of broken spruce or 
pine trees. If these types of trees aren’t an option, 
they may nest on the ground (on large rocks in a 
stream so that terrestrial predators can’t reach), 
power pylons, chimneys, hunters’ blinds and       
artificial platforms (put up to encourage osprey 
nesting by wildlife managers).  The nest is        
composed of sticks, rope, strips of clothing, and 
even plastic! Yikes!! 

Osprey do migrate, spending the winter months in Latin 
America and South America. 

This bird will return to the same nest every year, and 
will repair the nest from the previous year. Over 
time, the nest can get deep enough to fit a person! 

The same male and female will breed every year. The   
female will lay 1-4 eggs and the female will        
incubate the eggs until they hatch (36-42 days). 
After the eggs hatch, the male is the sole provider 
of food for the family. After approximately 2 
months, the chicks can fly. 

Osprey populations crashed in the 1950s and 60s due 
to pesticides. Since the ban on DDT (pesticide) 
their populations have rebounded significantly. 
Habitat destruction is still a threat to this bird as 
they prefer old, large trees for their nests. Another 
threat is human pollution, specifically litter, as this 
bird will use twine and string in its nests, which may 
get wrapped in their feet or in the feet of the   
hatchlings preventing them from leaving the nest 
and hunting properly. 

This bird can live 15-20 years, with the oldest known   
individual living to 35. 

 

Thanks to www.wildlifeinontario.wordpress.com for        
providing the details and facts. 

http://www.wildlifeinontario.wordpress.com


Page 24  

From the Minden 
Times Facebook 
post, of April 26th, 
we get a glimpse of 
the seriousness 
when the town has 
declared a state of 
emergency due to 
flooding. Haliburton 
has experienced 
floods, hurricanes, 
tornadoes and      
extreme winter 
weather events. 
Weather experts tell 
us that these 
weather events will 
get more severe in 
time. How many of 
us are prepared?             Courtesy of www.emergencymanagementontario.ca 

The following list is broken down into the essentials, items you may need to meet your family’s 
unique needs, and items to have ready in case you have to leave your home. 

WHAT TO PUT IN YOUR SURVIVAL KIT 
 
Essentials 
 
Food (non-perishable and easy-to-prepare items, enough for 3 days) and a manual can opener 
Bottled water (4 litres per person for each day) 
Medication(s) 
Flashlight 
Radio (crank or battery-run) 
Extra batteries 
First-aid kit 
Candles and matches/lighter 
Hand sanitizer or moist towelettes 
Important papers (identification, contact lists, copies of prescriptions, etc.) 
Extra car keys and cash 
Whistle (to attract attention, if needed) 
Zip-lock bag (to keep things dry) 
Garbage bags 

 
What to Do in an 

Emergency…. 

“The new climate change report released by the 

Canadian government confirms that significant    
environmental changes are leaving visible impacts - 
heavy rainstorms are triggering catastrophic    
flooding, summer heat waves are becoming longer 
and  hotter, and extreme weather events are     
occurring more frequently. “ 

THE WEATHER NETWORK 
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Special Considerations 
Items for babies and small children—diapers, formula, bottles, baby food, comfort items 
Prescription medication 
Medical supplies and equipment 
Pet food and supplies 
Any other items specific to your family’s needs 
Extra Supplies for Evacuation 
Clothes, shoes 
Sleeping bags or blankets 
Personal items (soap, toothpaste, shampoo, comb, other toiletries) 
Playing cards, travel games, other activities for children 
OTHER TIPS 
Pack the contents of your kit in an easy-to-carry bag(s) or a case on wheels. 
Store your kit in a place that is easy to reach, and ensure that everyone in your family knows where it is. 
Your kit does not have to be built overnight. Spread your shopping over a few weeks. Purchase a few 

items every time you go to the store. 
Your water supply is meant to cover what you would drink as well as what you might need for food 

preparation, hygiene and dishwashing. 
Check and refresh your kit twice a year—when the clocks shift to/from daylight savings time is a good 

time. Check all expiry dates and replace food and water with a fresh supply. Check batteries and re-
place as needed. 

Keep your cell phone or mobile device fully charged. 

https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/beprepared/Step2buildakit/Step2_build_a_kit.html#P44_1794
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A few more Dysart By-laws:  

The Municipality does not permit residents to use, drive or operate 
a bicycle on any sidewalk in the Village of Haliburton.  Also the 
Municipality does not permit the use of skateboards, scooters,    
rollerblades, inline skates or other similar  conveyances, devices 
or modes of transportation on sidewalks along Maple Avenue, 
Highland Street, York Street and Mountain Street.  The good news 
is, we have a new Skate Park located off Mountain Street in the  
A.J. LaRue arena parking lot.  
Noise Bylaw: The Municipal By-law Department is responsible for  
enforcing the Municipal Noise By-law.  Fireworks are regulated 
under the Noise Bylaw and shall not be discharged between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  For noise complaints outside of 
normal working hours, contact the O.P.P., if necessary.  

Please note: Dysart is now considering a new Fireworks Bylaw.  If, 
and when, it is enacted we will provide all of the related details in 
our next newsletter and on our website . 
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Living with Mosquitos…..Safely 
 
With summer approaching and the insects coming out in full force, along with the possibility of 
some very itchy arms and legs, avoiding mosquitoes be-comes a high priority. It is not too early 
this spring to fight the bite first and foremost by practicing prevention. Remove any standing  
water where mosquitoes can breed around your home and schoolyard, such as plant pots, leaky 
hoses, clogged gutters, empty buckets, toys, and old tires. Gently trim back overgrown        
vegetation keeping in mind the importance of shoreline vegetation on lake health. Always en-
courage natural mosquito predators like bats, birds, dragonflies, and frogs.  
 
Protect yourself from mosquitoes by wearing long-sleeved, loose, light colored clothing. When 
sitting outside, use an oscillating fan, a screened area, or even a pop-up shelter. Burning        
citronella candles outside may also help repel mosquitoes. As a last line of defense, employ least
-toxic mosquito repellents (but with the understanding that no acceptable repellent will provide 
complete protection from bites). Many common mosquito sprays contain harmful ingredients, so 
it is important to read labels carefully before buying and using repellents. 
Avoid the use of broadly applied mosquito control substances such as permethrin containing 
agents. These can be very harmful to pollinators (bees), other insects and in particular to the 
aquatic health of our lake.  
For more information: 
 
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/mosquito/documents/
LeastToxicMosquitoRepel.pdf 
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticides/factsheets/
permethrin.pdf 
https://www.cvear.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Permethrin-CS-MSDS.pdf 

Lemon eucalyptus oil is 
steam distilled from a     
particular variety of euca-
lyptus leaves and stems. 
Lemon eucalyptus is known 
as an effective insect repel-
lent. 

Citronella oil is very popular 
around the world as an “all 

natural” mosquito and tick 

repellant, and a number of 
sprays, candles, and other 
products feature it      
prominently. 

Dr. Brew is scheduled to talk about the use of chemicals at our Spring Meeting on 
May  18th and will expand on this topic. 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/mosquito/documents/LeastToxicMosquitoRepel.pdf
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/mosquito/documents/LeastToxicMosquitoRepel.pdf
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticides/factsheets/permethrin.pdf
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticides/factsheets/permethrin.pdf
https://www.cvear.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Permethrin-CS-MSDS.pdf
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                                             The Snow Melts and The Clean Up Begins                                                                                          
Thank you to both Julie Bramm and Natalie Woods who agreed to work with us on our road side clean up project 
for all major roads around the lakes.  We have been in touch with the municipal roads departments and these 
were scheduled for the weekends of May 4-5 and May 11-12, before black flies become an issue. Cleanup began 
early on Watts Road, organized by Natalie Wood, who reminds us that we need to continue to educate people 
about   keeping our Lakes and our community clean.  

Thank you to Brenda Smith and Natalie Wood for organizing this annual task. Thank you to 
all for your help this year or for your help next year!!!! Your willingness to volunteer next 
year is always appreciated and most appreciated by our lake community.                                
(photos by Natalie Wood and Bonnie Roe) 

Directions for Making Safe Hummingbird Food        
(from Smithsonian National Zoo Website or                                                    

www. nationalzoo.si.edu)  

 

 Mix 1 part sugar with 4 parts water (for    
example, 1 cup of sugar with 4 cups of water), 
and bring to a boil to kill any bacteria or mold 
present 

 Cool and fill feeder 

 Extra sugar water may be stored in a refrig-
erator 

 Red dye should not be added  

“The earth will not continue to offer its harvest, except with faithful stewardship. We cannot say we love the land and then take steps to 
destroy it for use by future generations.”― Pope John Paul II 
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What Should You Do If You See an Injured Animal? 

 

The MNRF advises that wildlife can be unpredictable, and generally it is recommended that people: 

 Remain a safe distance from the animal; 

 Not remove an animal from its natural habitat (in some cases the    

animal may not need assistance, and you could do more harm than 

good); and 

 Check the animal periodically for 24-48 hours. 

For more information on sick, injured, or abandoned animals, visit: 

www.ontario.ca/page/rescue-sick-injured-or-abandoned-wild-animal 

If anyone has information related to hunting deer during the closed season, or any other natural 

resource violation, they are encouraged to contact the MNRF’s Natural Resource Violation 24 hour 

reporting line at 1-877-847-7667 or CrimeStoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (1-800-222-8477).  The 

MNRF says any reliable information regarding a natural resources violation will be thoroughly       

investigated by conservation officers. 

http://www.ontario.ca/page/rescue-sick-injured-or-abandoned-wild-animal
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SIRCH Community Services celebrating 30 years of Impactful Work  
in Haliburton County 

 
Tens of thousands of free meals given out, thousands of families supported, hundreds of volunteers 
trained and an economic impact too big to measure! Since its inception 30 years ago, SIRCH Community 

Services has created a better community in a myriad of ways. 

For the past three decades, SIRCH has been making a difference in Haliburton County through the    
creation of programs and initiatives that address gaps in social and health services. The programs and 
services have evolved and changed, and social enterprises have been created, but one thing remains the 
same, SIRCH’s unwavering belief in the people of Haliburton County. Take a look at what’s happening 

now with this amazing organization.  
Programs and Services: 
Community Kitchen  Impact?  5,000+ meals free to vulnerable and isolated families and individuals 

yearly. 
Twice a month, Community Kitchen volunteers meet to cook and freeze nutritious meals that are          
distributed throughout the county to people who are ill, or who may have to choose between paying for 
heat or feeding their children. These free meals mean everything to the recipients! Other food initiatives 
include Lunch is On Us (free weekly lunches in February), and over 800 healthy snacks for kids in the 
summer! 
“I love being a volunteer with SIRCH Community Kitchen. We know the impact that these meals are    

having in our community and feel so thankful to be able to contribute to such a worthy cause.” 
Training Programs  Impact?  Over 90% of trainees employed upon graduation; 15-20 graduates per 

year. 

Five years ago, SIRCH created an innovative and effective employment training program entitled Cook It 
Up.  The 16 week program combines intensive classroom training with on-the-job skill building.  Once a 
week for 10 weeks, Cook It Up takes over a local restaurant on a day it would typically be closed, and  
offers 60-70 free, 3-course meals to the public. Customers pay it forward by being part of an authentic 
restaurant experience, and providing support and feedback to the trainees. Two years ago, Ready for  
Retail training was developed, modelled on the success of Cook It Up, with trainees receiving multiple 
certifications and being placed in local businesses.  
“Cook it Up provided me with the skills and confidence I needed to find a great career opportunity in    
Haliburton County. The program offered professional training in a supportive environment and helped 

match me with the right employer.” 

 

CAPC/CPNP  Impact?  Connection and support provided to over 50 vulnerable moms and children.  

The Community Action Program for Children (CAPC) and the Canada Prenatal Nutrition Program (CPNP) 
help expectant moms and moms with young children who are vulnerable due to poverty, isolation or other 
circumstances. Participants come together in a safe and supportive environment weekly to enjoy a nutri-
tious meal while also gaining information and parenting/community resources.   
“When I come here I’m supported, I’m not judged. They want me here. They want to make sure that I can 

arrive and I’m here. With my depression, I make sure my child is fed but for myself it’s not a priority. At 

Group, it’s fine, I can eat. Everything’s fine.”  
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School’s Cool 
Impact?  In 2018, the average developmental increase in language, math, social, self-help and          
psychological skills of the 35 children attending School’s Cool was 87 weeks. 
Created by SIRCH, School’s Cool is a six-week kindergarten readiness program that changes the      
trajectory of children who would otherwise enter school unready, to one of success in their academic  
career. Longitudinal research has shown a huge correlation between the School’s Cool program and 
higher grade 3 testing (EQAO) scores.  The program is provided every summer in the Minden and    
Haliburton elementary schools. 
Teacher: "Wow, we could pick a child that's been in School's Cool Program out of a group of twenty-five 
children without any problems. 
 
Social Enterprises  
Thrift Warehouse  Impact?  Jobs, environmental benefits, economic impact, revenue for charitable   
programs.  
Two of the social enterprises run by SIRCH are massive Thrift Warehouses -- one in Haliburton and one 
in downtown Bancroft.  Since opening, the Thrift Warehouses have diverted TENS OF THOUSANDS of 
tons of “stuff” from the local landfills. In Haliburton, the 8,000 square foot second hand store is located in 
Industrial Park.  It accepts donations of furniture, appliances, hardware, dishware, home décor,         
electronics, artwork, antiques and much more. It also sells these items at very reasonable prices. The          
Warehouse promotes recycling, creates year-round employment and offers an affordable shopping    
option. Best of all, profits go back into supporting needed charitable programs. 
Catering for a Cause  Impact?  Training opportunities, employment, and revenue for charitable     
programs. 
The most recent social enterprise of SIRCH is catering.  Catering for a Cause offers Cook It Up trainees 
post graduate training and employment, plus provides small or large groups with unique, affordable    
catering options.  The biggest supporter, the School of Art + Design, has SIRCH cater lunches and 
snacks for the students that attend classes at the high school during the summer. 
 
For more information on SIRCH, visit www.sirch.on.ca or call 705-457-1742.  Follow and like us 
on Facebook. 

http://www.sirch.on.ca
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The Haliburton County Farmers’ Market: a Local Success Story!  
 
It is a story of dedicated board members, market managers and volunteers, supportive municipal 
councils and generous hosts. It is a story of hardworking vendors and loyal customers. 
The First Years 
The story starts in winter 2009, when a coalition of interested citizens decided to hold a farmers’ mar-

ket the following summer at Robert’s Marina in Haliburton Village. 
In 2010, a board was elected to oversee the market.  The board relocated the market to Carnarvon 
beside the restaurant, ‘That Place in Carnarvon’ (subsequently sold and reopened as Rhubarb Res-

taurant) as we could not continue at Robert’s Marina. 
The board established performance measures, so we could compare how the market was doing year 
to year.  We counted patrons each market day, and vendors reported earnings anonymously to the 
market manager. We also conducted research on our patrons to learn demographic characteristics 
and get feedback on market products and operation. Within 4 to 5 years, we became fully financially 
independent. 
Key Foundational Principles 
We give priority to local vendors, especially farmers. We stipulate that all vendors must ‘raise it, bake 
it or make it’.  We permit artisan products from Haliburton County only, as we have many talented art-
ists and artisans.  We do go to nearby regions for vendors of baked goods and agricultural products if 
we are unable to source them here. It is important to maintain a market that has sufficient balance and 
number of products to attract patrons, but not too big for the customer base to support. To paraphrase 
Goldilocks…not too little, not too big but just right! 
Market Expansion 
In 2013, at the invitation of Dysart Council, we opened a second market at Head Lake Park. The mar-
ket was a hit!  We conducted another round of patron research and were delighted to see that both 
market locations were expanding in attendance and income generation.  The economic benefits were 
not lost on Minden Hills Council who invited us in 2015 to come into town. The new Minden location 
was successful and did not appear to diminish the performance of the other 2 locations. 
In 2017, we were forced to leave the spot beside Rhubarb Restaurant because we lost access to a 
nearby lot we had used for parking.  Algonquin Highlands Council agreed that we could relocate the 
market to beside the Stanhope Community Centre.  The location has drawn a smaller but loyal cus-
tomer base and a growing number of vendors. 
Benefits to the Community.  
Dysart created ‘Come to town Tuesdays’ coat-tailing on the day the market was at Head Lake Park. 
Research shows that farmers’ markets produce at least 2 to 3 dollars spent in nearby communities for 

every dollar spent at the market. The market also creates one or two reasonably paid part time jobs 
and serves as an incubator for small businesses.  All locations have become congenial spots to meet 
friends, chat with vendors, enjoy a ready-to-eat lunch, or stroll and ‘booth’ shop.  
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In 2014, we were nominated for the Chamber of Commerce’s Not-for Profit award. We have sponsored 
3 U-Links research projects and partnered in a 3-year research project with U-Links and the Haliburton 
County Garlic Growers’ Association to find natural remedies for garlic pests. In 2015, an Ontario tour-

ism magazine listed the Haliburton County Farmers’ Market as one of 5 not to be missed. 
However, make no mistake.  We have faced obstacles and struggles. Many issues, large and small, 
have come up along the way.  Given that research shows that 50% of markets fail in the first 5 years, 
we feel pleased to be where we are today. 
Our Performance Over the Years 
Our report card summarizing annual vendor numbers, earnings and attendance documents our per-
formance 

 
 

Conclusion 
We invite you to visit our market locations. We have a wonderful array of vegetables, meats, baked 
goods, honey, syrup, berries, garden plants, fresh brewed coffee, wine, sausages, cheese, gourmet 
appetizers, ready-to-eat food, hand-crafted items and more!  We expect another fantastic year! See you 
there! 

 
  Tuesdays    Saturdays   Fridays 

Year Vendor 
Number 

Vendor earn-
ings 

Patron At-
tendance 

2009 20 $44,000 N/A 

2010 23 $56,744 N/A 

2011 31 $80,758 N/A 

2012 31 105,000 7700 

2013 36 $194,000 25,987 

2014 40 $285,000 23,000 

2015 49 $433,385 37,590 

2016 48 $528,160 46,467 

2017 47 Flawed data 45,741 

2018 48 $566,000 43,263 

Head Lake Park, Haliburton 
Village 

Minden Hills (in municipal 
parking lot) 

Stanhope (near Stanhope 
Community Centre, North 
Shore Rd.) 

May 21 – Oct 15, 12:00 – 
4:00 

May 18 – Oct 12, 10:00 – 
2:00 

June 21 – Aug 30, 12:00 – 
4:00 
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What’s with All the Plastic????? 
The majority of our population seems to be making an effort to make wiser decisions about the 
impact that “plastic” is having on our environment...We avoid the plastic shopping bags, we       
recognize the impact of plastic straws and we are more conscientious about sorting our garbage 
and recycling items. But there is still more to be done. Plastic wrapping, plastic milk bags, single 
use plastic cutlery and cups and plastic containers are still on the store shelves. We cannot 
change the way some products are packaged but we can try to make a conscious effort to buy 
with these  5 R’s in mind: 
Reduce...reduce the purchase of items in plastic and choose glass or paper  
Recycle...make sure that your garbage is sorted and recycled properly 
Reuse..reuse items like glass jars for storage of dry goods or donate to the Thrift store 
Refuse..just refuse to accept plastic items like those thin plastic bags to wrap your bananas 
Rot...start up that composter that makes rich soil for your garden 
 
Let’s continue to reduce the amount of plastic that goes into our transfer station this year. Dysart 

indicates that we are moving in the right direction. 
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Did you know that a company 

in Brighton, England is taking 

non recyclable plastic bags, 

melting them and making  

Bluetooth speakers? 

 

 

 

 

Check it out at:             

https://www.gomi.com  

Whether this is true or not, 

maybe we should be putting on 

our thinking caps??? 
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Abandoned Vessels 
Comprehensive new legislation from the Canadian government, the Wrecked, Abandoned or Hazardous 
Vessels Act (C-64), may sound like it’s aimed at freighters and tankers, but it could prove to be an important 
tool in combating another problem: recreational boats that are scuttled by owners.  
“Wrecked, abandoned, and hazardous vessels can pose environmental, economic, social, and safety risks, 
and are a concern for coastal and shoreline communities,” a Transport Canada senior communications    
advisor tells us. “As part of the Oceans Protection Plan, the Government is implementing a comprehensive 
national strategy to address wrecked,   abandoned, and hazardous vessels 
(including small boats) that focuses on the prevention and removal of these 
problem vessels.”….. 
The Act makes abandoning a vessel and irresponsible vessel management 
illegal in Canada. The law makes it illegal for someone to allow a vessel to  
become a wreck by failing to maintain it, and for anyone in charge of a vessel 
“to knowingly cause it to sink or partially sink or to be stranded or grounded, 
including on the shore”. 

(See the full article at www.cottagelife.com or in the issue of 
Cottage Life.)  

What if the abandoned docks on Kennisis Lake 
were considered hazardous and irresponsible by 
law? 

Photo by Cindy Johnston 
Photo sharing from Flickr 

F O R  Y O U R  C O T T A G E  A N D  H O M E  N E E D S

CALL 800-862-7523

3282 Cty Rd. #21, Haliburton, ON

garyb@bouwmeister.com

www.bouwmeister.com

DESIGN 

|

 NATURAL STONE WORK 

|

 CUSTOM WOODWORKING 

|

 LIGHTING 

|

 RETAINING WALLS

PLANTINGS 

|

 STEP SYSTEMS 

|

 DRIVEWAYS 

|

 WATER FEATURES

Award Winning  Design/Build



As the summer season        
approaches, many of us are 
eager to get back on the lake to 
fish, wake board, ski, paddle-
board, canoe or just cruise the 
shoreline. Water sports offer a 
great deal of fun but operating a 
watercraft should be done in a 
safe, respectful manner without          
excessive noise or without  
damage to shorelines by      
creating large wakes near 
shore. 

Safe, Quiet Lakes has        
developed useful visual tools 
that remind us about the      
responsibility we have while 
operating watercraft. For more 
information visit:: 

    www.safequiet.ca 
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Posters provided by: www.safequiet.ca 
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The Kennisis 
Lakes “lake 
levels” change       
dramatically 
throughout the 
summer    sea-
son. KLCOA 
strives to make    
boaters aware 
of  hazard  ar-
eas, but the final           
responsibility is 
the driver of the 
boat. Please be 
cautious and 
look out for 
floating debris 
that could be an 
unexpected 
hazard. Your 
safety is      
important to us. 
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If you are using live bait, freeze 

or salt your unused bait for future 

use, or dispose of it in the gar-

bage. It is illegal to dump your left 

over bait or bait bucket water into 

any water body in Ontario or re-

lease fish into Ontario waters. It 

is illegal to use gobies, Eurasian 

ruffe or rudd for 

bait. 

for Boaters and 

Anglers 

When You Leave                  

At the boat launch, inspect your 

boating equipment: boat, motor, 

trailer, rollers, axles, anchors,  

centerboards and fishing gear and 

remove any zebra mussels and/or 

other animals and plant debris 

(stems/leaves) that are visible. 

Dispose of debris in the garbage, 

or compost on land - never near any 

water body. Prior to leaving the 

boat launch, drain water from the 

motor, live well, bilge, and transom 

wells, and leave your drain plug out 

while travelling. 
Find it. Report it. Monitor it. Prevent the Spread. 

Aquatic AIS Prevention & Monitoring Program - Federation of 

Ontario Cottagers’ Associations Web: www.foca.on.ca/invasive

-species/ | Email: info@foca.on.ca  

Round goby 

     rudd 

ruffe 
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Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (ero.ontario.ca)  

 

Double-crested cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) populations declined significantly in the Great Lakes 
from the 1950s to the 1970s primarily due to environmental contaminants affecting reproduction. Their 
numbers began to increase rapidly from the 1970s to the early 2000s, with the latest information indicat-
ing Great Lakes populations have since stabilized or declined slightly. 
There continues to be concerns expressed by some groups (commercial fishing industry, property own-
ers) and individuals that cormorants have been detrimental to fish populations, island forest habitats, 
other species and aesthetics. 
To respond to these concerns, the Ministry is proposing to create a hunting season for double-crested 
cormorants in Ontario. This new population management tool would allow persons who hold a small 
game licence to hunt these birds. 
The following regulatory changes are being proposed to create a hunting season for double-crested cor-
morants beginning in 2019: 

 List the double-crested cormorant as a “Game Bird”. Hunters would be required to have an  
outdoors card and small game licence to hunt double-crested cormorants, similar to other   
species of game birds. 

 Create an open hunting season for double-crested cormorant from March 15 to December 31 
each year across the province. 

 Create an exemption allowing small game licences to be valid for double-crested cormorant 
hunting in central and northern Ontario from June 16 to August 31 each year. 

 Establish a bag limit of 50 cormorants/day with no possession limit. 
 Prescribe shotgun and shot size/type requirements consistent with migratory bird hunting  

regulations outlined in the federal Migratory Birds Regulations. This would include use of    
shotguns that are not larger than 10 gauge, that cannot hold more than three shells and use 
non-toxic shot as described in the migratory bird regulations. 

 Allow hunting from a stationary motorboat. 
To accompany the proposed hunting seasons, the Ministry will implement a cormorant monitoring pro-
gram to assess population status and trends. Monitoring of cormorants will allow the Ministry to assess 
the impacts of the hunting season and to adjust cormorant hunting regulations if necessary to address 
any concerns about population sustainability. 

Public Consultation closed Jan. 3rd 2019…..stay tuned for the results! 

Did You Know? 
The double 

crested cormorant  
could become a 

game bird as 
posted by the 

MNRF.  
Yes, we do have 

cormorants on our  
Kennisis Lakes. 



 

 

In all of living, have much fun and laughter. Life is to be enjoyed, not just                       
endured.  

          Gordon B. Hinckley 

We have had a another very suc-
cessful advertising campaign for the 
2019    season. KLCOA greatly  ap-
preciates the positive response to 
this initiative as the revenue gener-
ated will  support the numerous 
events and activities planned for the 
Kennisis Lake Community.  
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