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				Mystery and History

				South Carolina can be a land of mystery and history if you look hard enough. Swamps, marshes, coastal areas shrouded in fog, old buildings fallen to ruins long ago, are some of the subjects I found in my travels through the South

				Carolina Low Country. These photographs are part of a continuing series that I

				started several years ago on periodic trips “down south.” (I live in New York City.)

				I mention “looking hard enough” because I ﬁnd getting good photographs

				in this part of the country to be a lot more difﬁcult than in the Southwest

				where I do most of my landscape work. Not that photographing out west is easy – landscapes are always a challenge because, in addition to having to

				ﬁnd interesting subject matter, you are always at the mercy of the weather

				and thus the lighting. South Carolina however, tends to have much less of a “wow” factor than the wide open spaces of the Southwest, and a lot of the

				locations I shot in required a fair amount of research to ﬁnd.

				Some of the photographs here were made on a very successful trip one

				December when the area I was in was fogged in for several days in a row.
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						Chapels of ease were intended to provide for the ease and comfort of parishioners living some distance from the main parish church. St. Helena’s Chapel of Ease was built in the 1740s to serve planters on St. Helena’s Island who lived several hours away from the parish church in Beaufort. Constructed of brick and tabby (a highly textured cement made of oyster shells, lime, and sand), it burned in a forest ﬁre in 1886

						and was never repaired. Much of its historic fabric, however,

						including the church walls and much of its plaster, remains.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Ruins of St. Helena’s Chapel of Ease, St. Helena Island
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						A small cemetery attached to St. Helena’s Chapel.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Graveyard, St. Helena’s Chapel of Ease, St. Helena Island
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						Built between 1745 and 1755, the church was burned by local loyalists during the Revolutionary War in 1779. It was reconstructed in 1826. After the Civil War, the interior was dismantled by locals for reuse as construction materials. 
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						Buried in 1755 in a tomb inside the church is William Bull, member of a prominent South Carolina family and one of the founders of Sheldon Church.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Ruins of Sheldon Church
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						Built in 1754 to replace an earlier wooden structure, the chapel was destroyed by ﬁre in 1801. It was rebuilt between 1819 and 1822 and was in use until 1832 when it was reduced to ruins either by disrepair or a second burning. At the time of its construction, the chapel, now isolated, was located on a busy stagecoach thoroughfare which connected Charleston and Savannah.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Ruins of Pon Pon Chapel of Ease
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						This structure was built in 1761 to replace a previously existing church destroyed by a forest ﬁre. During the American Revolution, ammunition was stored in the church by British troops who, upon leaving, set it on ﬁre. After the Revolution, the church was restored and used until the end of the Civil War. About 1886

						the unused building was burned in a forest ﬁre, and people began using the walls as a ready source of brick. Today only portions of two walls remain.
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						A boat dock located on a tidal marsh.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Edith’s Backyard #1, Garden City Beach
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						Houses and boat docks line a tidal marsh at high tide on a foggy winter day.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Edith’s Backyard #2, Garden City Beach
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						A boardwalk leads out to an observation deck on a saltwater marsh.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Boardwalk and Marsh, Huntington Beach
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						A tidal creek is all that remains on the marsh at low tide.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Marsh at Low Tide, Huntington Beach
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						A cypress and tupelo gum swamp on a 24,000-acre former rice plantation.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Santee Coastal Reserve
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						A cypress and tupelo swamp on a 325-year-old former plantation.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Swamp, Magnolia Plantation
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						Sometimes called the oldest living thing east of the Rocky Mountains, this live oak is estimated to be more than 1,400 years old.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Angel Oak, Charleston
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						A climbing vine common in the southeastern United States, it usually kills or damages other plants it grows on. This kudzu-covered tree no longer exists.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				Kudzu, Myrtle Beach
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						The Guignard family began producing bricks on or near this site around 1801, utilizing the rich clay deposits on the banks of the nearby Congaree River. Four beehive-shaped kilns were built in the early decades of the 20th century, remaining in operation until 1956, when they were replaced by more efﬁcient underground tunnel kilns. The site was then abandoned in 1974 when the company moved its manufacturing to a new location.

					

				

			

		

		
			
				The Guignard Brick Kilns, Cayce
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				All images in this ebook are available as prints.

			

		

		
			
				Images are printed on either 100% cotton rag paper or alpha cellulose paper with high stability

				pigment inks. The prints are matted with Artcare Alpharag Bright White 4-ply 100% cotton rag board, with a 4” border all around. They are signed and numbered on the front of the print. Frames are black wood with anti-reflective glass. Each print comes with a Certificate of Authenticity stating the name of the photograph, print size, edition number, and information about the ink and paper used. 
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				Please note that this ebook has been distributed as a consumer product for the private, non-commercial use of the consumer only. All contents of this file are copyrighted materials. Unauthorized extraction or reuse of images or text is a violation of international copyright law.
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				John Custodio

				New York, NY

				mail@JohnCustodio.com

			

		

		
			
				The photographs in this ebook were made on Pentax 6x7, Linhof 6x12, Canon 1Ds and Canon 5D cameras from 1998 to 2009.

				Creative work was done in Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop.
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