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1. (vs. 10) Solomon observed “the wicked 

buried” after a successful career in 

which they went “in and out from the 

holy place.”
• The expression, “they are soon forgotten 

in the city where they did thus” is 

difficult, but the meaning seems to be 

that they were and are never called to 

account for what they did – they got by 

with it!

A. The futility of the wicked in not being 

punished quickly for their evil deeds (8:10-

12a).
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• The unfairness of that caused Solomon 

to repeat, “This too is futility.”
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2. (vs. 11) Is punishment a deterrent to 

crime? Solomon thought so. The failure 

of those in the previous verse to punish 

the wicked would lead to great evil,
• That is, “the hearts of the sons of men 

among them are given fully to do evil,”

on account of the fact that there is 

nothing to fear.

3. (vs. 12a) The above scenario could 

potentially lead to “a sinner” doing an 

“evil a hundred times and” actually 

lengthening “his life”
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1. (vs. 12b) This begins a new sentence in 

the original that extends through the 

whole section. Vs. 14 is the conclusion 

of the subordinate ideas that begin here.

B. The wicked will face judgment, but 

sometimes it does not happen soon (8:12b-

14).

B. The wicked will face judgment, but B. The wicked will face judgment, but 

sometimes it does not happen soon (8:12bsometimes it does not happen soon (8:12b--

14).14).

a. This should begin with “though,” – “I 

know that it will be well for those who 

fear God, who fear Him openly.” Positive 

things happen to good people is the 

notion.
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3. (vs. 14) Understand “yet” here to 

conclude the sentence because things 

do not happen as one might have 

guessed.

b. (vs. 13) There is no new sentence here –

“but it will not be well for the evil man 

and he will not lengthen his days like a 

shadow, because he does not fear God.”

This is the principle of retribution on 

earth in time. It is assumed true and it 

essentially is. 

a. The righteous are mistreated.
b. The wicked prosper.

• Notice the term “futility” twice in this 

verse.
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4. (vs. 15) Solomon turns to what to do in 

light of this: “eat and to drink and to be 

merry, and this will stand by him in his 

toils throughout the days of his life 

which God has given him under the 

sun.”
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C. There are things that are beyond man’s 

ability to understand (8:16-17).
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ability to understand (8:16ability to understand (8:16--17).17).
1. (vs. 16) Determined to understand these 

things, Solomon “gave” his “heart to 

know wisdom” with the utmost effort to 

the point of sleep deprivation.
2. (vs. 17) The whole thing ended in 

frustration: “Even though man should 

seek laboriously, he will not discover; 

and though the wise man should say, 

“I know,” he cannot discover.”


