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“Delightful Words 

and Words of Truth”

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14

B. Writings of this quality can influence 

people for good, but not all writings 

qualify (12:11-12).

A. Solomon worked hard to teach his 

readers (12:9-10).

C. Solomon’s own conclusion is that his 

readers should obey God, judgment is 

coming (vv. 13-14).
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A. Solomon worked hard to teach his 

readers (12:9-10).
1. (vs. 9) Here is Solomon’s person and 

work.
a. Person: “In addition to being a wise 

man”
b. Work: “the Preacher also taught the 

people knowledge; and he pondered, 

searched out and arranged many 

proverbs”

2. (vs. 10) Solomon’s approach to his 

work:
a. Style: “sought to find delightful words”
b. Accuracy: He wrote the “words of truth 

correctly.”
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B. Writings of this quality can influence 

people for good, but not all writings 

qualify (12:11-12).
1. (vs. 11) Words “of wise men” sourced in 

the “one Shepherd” influence men for 

the good, like:
a. goads: a stick with a nail in the end of it 

for prodding animals along was not 

intended to injure, but to direct
b. nails: The picture in the statement, 

“masters of these collections are like 

well-driven nails,” appears to point to a 

man made stable and mature by 

absorbing and applying wisdom 

literature.
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2. (vs. 12) Not all literature can produce 

good. So Solomon “warned” his “son”

with regard to the writer and the reader:
a. writer: “the writing of many books is 

endless”
b. reader: “excessive devotion to books is 

wearying to the body.”
• Rather than really contributing to 

wisdom for life, the writing and the 

studying of endless books exhausts 

one, it does not build one up in true 

wisdom. It becomes quite draining.
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C. Solomon’s own conclusion is that his 

readers should obey God, judgment is 

coming (vv. 13-14).
1. (vs. 13) This is Solomon’s summary of 

his work, once you have “heard” him:
a. attitude: “fear God”
b. action: “keep His commandments”
• The reason for this is “because this 

applies to every person.”
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2. (vs. 14) “For” Solomon further explained 

that what we do has consequences 

because God will judge. His judgment is:
a. comprehensive: “God will bring every act 

to judgment”
b. inescapable: “everything which is 

hidden” will be judged.
• The truth will come out about every 

act, “whether it is good or evil.”
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