
I Intro. (Aug. 17, 2008) 

 Solomon connects this section with the 

previous by announcing that man has no idea what 

awaits him in this world (Ecc. 9:1). Then he adds 

that it makes little difference in the end anyway, 

because everybody is going to die (9:2-6). So one 

had just as well enjoy himself while he is here 

(9:7-9). 

 

II “Wise Men and Their Deeds Are in the Hand of 

God” (Ecc. 9:1-9). 

 A. The unpredictability of life (9:1) 

  1. (vs. 1) After the greatest output 

of effort, Solomon had to conclude that, “man 

cannot discover the work which has been done 

under the sun. Even though man should seek 

laboriously, he will not discover; and though the 

wise man should say, ‘I know,’ he cannot 

discover” (8:17b-18). “For” Solomon explained, “I 

have taken all this to my heart,” and the best that 

he could do was “explain it that righteous men, 

wise men, and their deed are in the hand of God.” 

That is to say, that though what happens in each of 

their cases might not make any sense to any 

outside observer, it is ultimately within the plan of 

God for each of their individual lives. One cannot 

definitely say certain wonderful things will happen 

if one is good and godly. “Man does not know 

whether it will be love or hatred; anything awaits 

him.” “Love or hatred” may be understood to 

mean “prosperity or adversity.”
1
 Does not the 

example of Job show this? Of Jesus? Indeed does 

not the multiplied numbers of godly men 

throughout history show this? Yes, some 

experienced much “love,” and prosperity others 

immeasurably and inexplicable and inexcusable 

“hatred” and adversity. Absolutely “anything” can 

happen even to a godly man, and perhaps in some 

circumstances, especially to a godly man. The fact 

that all such people “and their deeds are in the 

hand of God” is Solomon’s OT way of saying, 

“that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose” (Rm. 8:28b). 

Peter said, “Therefore, let those also who suffer 

according to the will of God entrust their souls to a 

faithful Creator in doing what is right” (1Pt. 4:19). 
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 B. Then he adds that it makes little 

difference in the end anyway, because everybody 

is going to die (9:2-6). 

  1. (vs. 2) That is, if viewed merely 

from earthly portals, it makes little difference. Dr. 

Glenn holds that the Hebrew reads, “‘whether it 

will be love or hate, no man knows’; both (i.e., 

love and hate—for this use of koµl; cf. 2:14; 3:19; 

7:18) are before them (i.e., the righteous and the 

wise, 9:1). Both love and hate are experienced by 

everyone.”
2
 So it is not really an either/or issue, 

but a both/and issue. It is simply that we do not 

know what the ratio between the two will be, or in 

what increments they will come. This uncertainty 

is there for everyone, “It is the same for all.” So 

“There is one fate,” namely, “the grave,”
3
 “for the 

righteous and for the wicked.” Being “good” is no 

advantage – you too will die. Being ritually or 

ceremonially “clean” according to the Law will 

not protect you from the grave; you will be there 

as surely as the “unclean” man will be. Even the 

one offering “a sacrifice” according to the Law is 

no more protection from dying, death, and the 

grave, than the one who spurns the sacrifices of 

the Law system. Both the “good man” and “the 

sinner” will end up in the grave, and no one can 

say for certain who will get there first either. So 

also is it with “the swearer” of an oath, and “the 

one who is afraid to swear” for fear of dying. He 

will die anyway, as will the swearer who kept his 

oath. It may or may not make a difference in the 

timing of their respective deaths. 

  2. (vs. 3) Absolutely no one can 

deny this “evil in all that is done under the sun, 

that there is one fate for all men,” or “one 

accident, chance, (or) fortune”
4
 for all men, and it 

is not a good one.  

Recognizing this unyielding and 

unalterable reality, people sometimes make stupid 

decisions, namely, “the hearts of the sons of men 

are full of evil, and insanity is in their hearts 

throughout their lives.” They say insane things 

like, “you only go around once in life, so you’ve 

got to grab all the gusto you can,” or “if it feels 

good, do it,” or “let your glands be you guide.” 
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“Afterwards they go to the dead,” notice, “the 

dead,” not the grave; yet the cemetery is where 

dead people are. I attended a funeral once where a 

man was commended for sliding into the grave at 

full speed as it were. I take it that he was perceived 

as squeezing the last drop of pleasure out of this 

life, to which I say, “So what?” 

  3. (vs. 4) In considering the 

foregoing material, one might easily get depressed 

and perhaps despair of life. Solomon is opposed to 

that, “For whoever is joined with all the living, 

there is hope.” Life is worth living. There are 

things worth doing as his expression, “surely a live 

dog is better than a dead lion” shows. “Solomon 

affirmed that it is better to be alive and dishonored 

(cf. 1 Sam. 17:43; the dog was the most despised 

animal) than to be honored and dead (cf. Prov. 

30:30; the lion was the most honored beast).”
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  4. (vs. 5) It may seem like a 

precious little advantage, but “the living” still have 

consciousness and knowledge, they “know they 

will die; but the dead” to their disadvantage “do 

not know anything,” as view from earth’s 

perspective only. Moreover, “they” no “longer” 

have “a reward,” or “wages or earnings,”
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receiving no honor for their achievements, which 

may have been substantial while they were here, 

“for their memory is forgotten” because they are 

dead. Again this is from Solomon’s perspective 

under the sun only. He was not commenting on 

their state in heaven or Abraham’s bosom. 

  5. (vs. 6) “Indeed,” the vitalities 

and dynamics of their earthly sojourn, “their love, 

their hate, and their zeal have already perished, 

and they will no longer have a share in all that is 

done under the sun.” Please notice that last line – 

“under the sun.” That is where Solomon is coming 

from in this whole discussion. 

 C. So one had just as well enjoy himself 

while he is here (9:7-9). 

  1. (vs. 7) This was Solomon’s 

conclusion 8:15 as well. Here then are the 

advantages for the living, which the dead do not 

have. Enjoy your food: “Go then, eat your bread in 

happiness.” Enjoy your drink: “drink your wine 

with a cheerful heart.” There is no reason to 
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suppose that Solomon advocated or countenanced 

drunkenness. The reason for this counsel follows: 

“for God has already approved your works.” The 

assumption is that his audience consists of the 

“righteous men, (and) the wise men” (vs. 1), who 

are living a godly life as opposed to “the hearts of 

the sons of men,” which “are full of evil, and 

insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives” 

(vs. 3). 

  2. (vs. 8) The picture of the well 

dressed and well groomed man, indicates someone 

who moves around with confidence and enjoys life 

in sufficiency of means. David was in the opposite 

state, when he grieved the sickness and impending 

death of his child (2Sam. 12:20). 

  3. (vs. 9) Still more the living man 

ought to “enjoy life with the woman whom” he 

loves “all the day of” his “fleeting life which” God 

“has given” him “under the sun,” Solomon’s rather 

fixed perspective in this book. The reason follows: 

“for this is your reward in life, and in your toil in 

which you have labored under the sun.” This is 

about all that a man can hope for “under the sun,” 

but it is worth the investment of our energy to 

enjoy it. 

 

III Conc. 

 Life is now, and will forever be 

unpredictable; no one can say for sure what will 

happen, or be able ultimately to say what is fair or 

unfair; “righteous men, wise men, and their deeds 

are in the hand of God.” It is true that all share in 

some hatred and adversity and some love and 

prosperity, in the end all die. That should not be 

taken to mean that one should abandon all restraint 

and live like an idiot. Rather, life is better than 

death, and one should enjoy it in a manner that is 

pleasing in the sight of God.  

“The statement ‘God has already approved 

your works’ means that possessing God’s gifts and 

the ability to enjoy them evidence God’s prior 

approval that one can do so; if God had not so 

approved the gifts, one could not enjoy them.”
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