
I Intro. (July 20, 2008) 

 The theme has been that to obey the king is 

the best course of action in avoiding trouble (Ecc. 

8:5). Part of complying with the king’s desire is to 

have a sense of timing commensurate with his 

timing (8:6). Still no one knows for sure what will 

happen, and man’s ability to affect change is 

limited (8:7-8). Solomon did his best to 

understand the authority, submission relationship 

(8:9). 

 

II “Obedience Avoids Trouble” (Ecc. 8:5-9) 

 A. Obedience to the king is the best course 

of action (8:5). 

  1. (vs. 5) When Solomon said, “He 

who keeps a royal command experiences no 

trouble,” he was speaking from the truth of his 

experiences as king. He knew the power of the 

office and how to exercise it. The truth here is 

consistent with that of Rm. 13. As it was then so 

also it is now, one can avoid legal trouble by 

submitting to governing authorities. “No harm 

befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with 

trouble” (Prov. 12:21). 

Solomon explained, “for a wise heart 

knows the proper time and procedure” or 

“sentence, decision of judgment…time and 

sentence.”
1
 But Holden says that the meaning of 

“judgment” is “the right manner.”
2
 The Septuagint 

reads, “kairo;n krivsew".”3 “A wise heart (‘specific 
reference to mind…[with] knowledge’

4
),” that is, 

“ethically and religiously”
5
 wise, “knows the time 

of judgment” and under what circumstances it 

might happen. Wisdom offers guidance for when 

something should be done and how it should be 

done. One should act in a decorous manner in 

connection with governing authorities. Yes, 

decorum, which is “appropriateness of behavior or 

conduct; propriety,”
6
 does matter. In other words, 

“Since the word of the king is authoritative, who 

will say to him, ‘What are you doing?’” (Ecc. 8:4). 

That is choosing a poor procedure, lit., 
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“judgment,”
7
 to be sure, and may be opting for a 

sentence, or “judgment,” for wrong doing. 

Ironically here, knowing the sentence 

(“judgment”) for wrong doing helps one avoid it. 

There might be a way to address the king if he has 

a problem, but that is not it. 

B. Part of complying with the king’s desire 

is to have a sense of timing commensurate with his 

timing (8:6). 

 1. (vs. 6) Solomon explained, “For 

there is a proper time and procedure for every 

delight” or “matter (NIV).” The sense of the 

Hebrew for “delight” seems rather generic, a “time 

for every matter, affair,”
8
 and may be something 

of a reference to the “good pleasure” of the Lord in 

allowing things to happen as they do. Of course, 

man is unaware of much of this plan hidden in the 

decree of God, and as a result does not know what 

a day will bring forth. 

So “when a man’s trouble (‘Of what rests 

heavily upon a person, or is a burden to him’
9
) is 

heavy upon him,” he must still rely upon God’s 

timing and procedure to get through, realizing His 

sovereignty and the simply fact that He has a 

purpose.  

C. Still no one knows for sure what will 

happen, and man’s ability to affect change is 

limited (8:7-8). 

 1. (vs. 7) Mankind simply does not 

know in advance “what will happen.” That being 

the case, it is perfectly clear, in answer to the 

rhetorical question, that no one can say “when it 

will happen.”  

Apparently the “trouble” “comes because 

people are ignorant of ‘what will happen’ and 

‘when it will happen.’”
10
 If people actually knew 

what the future held, they could make some 

preparation for it, though limited by the capacity 

of man. Not knowing makes that mostly 

impossible. But in the end, “Man must submit to 

God’s commands even though the future is 

hidden.”
11
 

 2. (vs. 8) Here the limitations of 

man are duly noted. With regard to the weather, 
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“No man has authority to restrain the wind with 

the wind.” If a high wind arises with the capacity 

to damage things, theoretically it could be stopped 

with wind of equal force headed the opposite 

direction against it. Man cannot generate such a 

wind. He is utterly helpless against it in and of 

himself. 

Likewise, when it comes to the matter the 

end of one’s life, man does not have “authority 

over the day of death.” God and God alone has 

that authority, notwithstanding the deluded 

fantasies of man to the contrary. See Jesus’ 

discussion of Peter’s death in Jn. 21:19, and 

Peter’s later discussion of his “laying aside of” his 

“earthly dwelling” (2Pt. 1:14). 

Also man cannot simply pack up and leave 

the army at will, “there is no discharge in the time 

of war.” 

All these limitations on man inarguably 

being the case, so also, “evil will not deliver those 

who practice it.” Those who sin will bear the 

consequences of the wrong that they have done, in 

this context particularly with regard to the king or 

governing body in modern times. See Col. 3:25; 

Ecc. 8:13. 

 3. (vs. 9) As just noted, “The 

consequences Solomon had in view here resulted 

from a ruler’s anger (the harm a wise man can 

escape by proper decorum; cf. 8:1) as is clear from 

verse 9 where Solomon referred to a ruler lording 

it over others to their hurt. (The NIV marg., ‘to 

their hurt,’ is preferred to ‘to his own hurt.’ The 

pronoun refers back to “others,” which is lit., 

Õaµd_aµm, ‘men.’).”12 Human rulership is far from 
perfect and many injustices occur. One can do 

only what he can do in wisdom and leave the 

results with God. 

 

III Conc. 

 Remember that the theme has been that to 

obey the king is the best course of action in 

avoiding trouble (Ecc. 8:5). Part of complying 

with the king’s desire is to have a sense of timing 

commensurate with his timing (8:6). Still no one 

knows for sure what will happen, and man’s 

ability to affect change is limited (8:7-8). Solomon 

did his best to understand the authority, 
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submission relationship (8:9), but realized its 

imperfections as well. 


