
I Intro. (May 25, 2008) 

 We have seen that wisdom is an additional 

asset beyond knowledge alone in times of 

adversity. But wisdom has its limitations too, 

though this is not new to us (Ecc. 7:23-24; cf. 

1:12-18; 2:12-17). Solomon could not find perfect 

wisdom and righteousness (7:25-29). 

 

II “Frustration in the Search of True Wisdom and 

Righteousness” (Ecc. 7:23-29) 

 A. Wisdom is no panacea (7:23-24). 

  1. (vs. 23) Certainly Solomon had a 

measure of wisdom that was unparalleled in the 

ancient world. It came to him from God who had 

given him “a wise and discerning heart” (1Kg. 

2:12) by Solomon’s own request (vs. 9a). But 

Solomon still found that he lacked answers in 

some respect, even concerning the distribution of 

wealth and how the righteous suffered in spite of 

having done right, while the wicked prospered, as 

we have seen already in this chapter. He “tested 

all” these things “with wisdom” and was 

determined as always to “be wise,” but he seemed 

to come up empty. Wisdom itself remained “far 

from” him. 

  2. (vs. 24) “What has been,” (“the 

Heb. Phrase mah sûehaµyaÆh means ‘what has 
happened’ or ‘what exists,’ as in 1:9; 3:15; 6:10”

1
) 

that is, all that constitutes history, “is remote,” or 

“far”
2
 or “distant,”

3
 but here not in terms of actual 

location, but rather in terms of being within the 

realm of human understanding, with one being 

unable to grasp its meaning. History is also 

“exceedingly mysterious,” an expression 

translating a single Hebrew word further 

expanding the previous expr., “is remote.” Our 

word here trans., “exceedingly mysterious” is from 

an adjective meaning “deep…unsearchable.”
4
 Job 

said, “He reveals mysteries from the darkness, and 

brings the deep darkness into light” (Job 12:22). 

But presently, Solomon is not seeing anything in 

that light. Even in his best moments many things 

remained unknown to him. So he asked, “Who can 

discover it?” That is a rhetorical question to which 

the answer is an obvious, “no one.” 

                                                 
1John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985). 995. 

2R. Laird Harris, Robert Laird Harris, Gleason Leonard Archer and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook 

of the Old Testament, electronic ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1999, c1980). 844. 

3R. Laird Harris, Robert Laird Harris, Gleason Leonard Archer and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological Wordbook 

of the Old Testament, electronic ed. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1999, c1980). 844. 

4Brown, Francis, Samuel Rolles Driver and Charles Augustus Briggs. Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 

and English Lexicon. electronic ed. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 2000. 771. 

 It is good to remind ourselves that 

Solomon is only giving us his perspective from 

under the sun. He is not necessarily giving us the 

whole story here because that is not his purpose in 

this book. Even so the “world is filled with 

enigmas…We are plagued by mysteries and 

unanswered questions.”
5
 Wisdom “can show us 

how to conduct ourselves; it cannot show us what 

is exceedingly deep (v. 24), the explanations of 

existence.”
6
 

 B. Solomon could not find perfect wisdom 

and righteousness (7:25-29). 

  1. (vs. 25) This verse will remind 

us of the section in 2:12-17 where earlier Solomon 

reflected on “the relationship between wisdom and 

folly.”
7
 Now here “he reported on an investigation 

into the value of wisdom in relationship to 

wickedness and folly that further confirmed 

wisdom’s limitations.”
8
 Notice that he employed 

his mind in the matter of his research. He said, “I 

directed my mind,” lit., “I turned about my heart to 

know.” The meaning is not different, the focus is 

on thinking, not feelings and emotions. 

Then we read of his desire “to know, to 

investigate, and to seek wisdom and an 

explanation,” or “to seek wisdom in an 

explanation” using the figure of speech known as 

an hendiadys “in which two coordinated nouns 

form one concept. E.g., in Gen. 3:16 the literal 

Heb. phrase ‘pain and childbearing’ refers to ‘pain 

in childbearing.’”
9
 This “wisdom” is “ethical and 

religious…of man: to get wisdom is (the) principal 

thing…(to) seek (it).”
10
 To “investigate” means to 

“spy out, explore…explore mentally.”
11
 The term 

“explanation” means something like “reckoning, 

(or) (an) account.”
12
 

He desired earnestly “to know the evil of 

folly” or “stupidity”
13
 “and the foolishness of 

madness” or “to know folly to be madness.”
14
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“Folly” and “foolishness” are from the same word 

in the original (kecel). 

  2. (vs. 26) How did his pursuit go? 

Rather unusually he said, “And I discovered more 

bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares 

and nets, whose hands are chains.” Then he added, 

“One who is pleasing to God will escape from her, 

but the sinner will be captured by her.” Some take 

this to be a reference to a literal highly wayward 

woman: “he thought especially of a loose woman 

or a prostitute—a woman whose influence is more 

bitter than death. Her mind is filled with subtle 

ways of snaring men, and those in her clutches are 

bound as if by chains. Anyone whose desire is to 

please God shall escape her traps, but the man who 

plays around with sin is sure to cross her path and 

be hooked by her.”
15
 So also, Jamieson, Fausset, 

and Brown, “‘I find’ that, of all my sinful follies, 

none has been so ruinous a snare in seducing me 

from God as idolatrous women (1Ki 11:3, 4; 1Ki 

11:3, 4, Pr 5:3, 4; 22:14). As ‘God’s favor is better 

than life,’ she who seduces from God is ‘more 

bitter than death.’”
16
 

 There is no question that such a woman 

serves as a picture, but probably only as a picture 

for “lady Folly.”
17
 The picture of the man who 

says no to such a women or things is realistically 

presented in 2:26a, “For to a person who is good 

in His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge 

and joy.” So apparently, “As in Proverbs 1–9, 

Solomon personified folly as a woman (v. 26).”
18
 

  3. (vs. 27) These verse are difficult. 

Taken literally they seem to say, “that one out of 

1,000 males pleases God, but no females at all 

do.”
19
 Is that what Solomon is saying, especially in 

light of Ecc. 9:9, “Enjoy life with the woman 

whom you love all the days of your fleeting life 

which He has given to you under the sun; for this 

is your reward in life, and in your toil in which you 

have labored under the sun”? How could such 

advice as that be given if she were one who failed 

to please God? It simply makes no sense. So 

Solomon “like other sages (cf. Prv 18:22; 31:10-
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31), could also evaluate a woman positively (cf. 

9:9).”
20
 

 We have already pointed out that the 

woman of vs. 26 is symbolic for foolishness, “lady 

Folly,” as Dr. Glenn personified her. The general 

thrust of what Solomon is saying here, however 

the passage may otherwise be interpreted, is that 

“hardly anybody is upright.”
21
 

In vs. 27, Solomon allowed that he had 

made some progress in his pursuit begun in vs. 25, 

“Behold, I have discovered this,” but he does not 

immediately say what. His method in this pursuit 

consisted of “adding one thing to another to find 

an explanation” or “to discover the scheme of 

things.”
22
 Solomon then interrupted himself. 

 4. (vs. 28) He added, “which I am 

still seeking but have not found,” a clause 

modifying “explanation.” He is still experiencing 

the frustration of not finding the ultimate answer 

to the futility that life had been for him under the 

sun. 

He then reported something: “I have found 

one man among a thousand, but I have not found a 

woman among all these.” What kind of a man had 

Solomon not found? Dr. Glenn says that this has 

to be sc. from vs. 26, “a man who pleases [or, -is 

pleasing to] God.”
23
 He added that “Using 

hyperbole, Solomon said that such men are 

extremely rare, that is, one in a thousand (cf. Job 

9:3; 33:23 for the same figure).”
24
 “The Hebrew 

word for ‘man’ here (adam) is generic and refers 

to people rather than males instead of females. 

Solomon meant in 28b that a person who is 

pleasing to God is extremely rare (cf. Job 9:3; 

33:23). The reference to “woman” (v. 28c) is a 

way of expressing in parallelism (with ‘man’) that 

no one really pleases God completely. A 

paraphrase of verse 28b-c is, ‘I have found very 

few people who please God, no one at all really.’ 

The idea definitely is not that one out of 1,000 

males pleases God, but no females at all do. This 

is a good example of Hebrew parallelism that, if 

unobserved, can lead to a bizarre interpretation.”
25
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So “Solomon used (a) a kind of complementary 

parallelism in which the generic term Õaµd_aµm 
(‘man’) is explained as including also the feminine 

gender in the sense of ‘mankind,’ and (b) a kind of 

graded numerical sequence in which the second of 

two terms gives the climax or point (cf. Prov. 

30:15, 18, 21). In this parallelism and numerical 

sequence his purpose was to say that such 

people—both men and women—are not only 

scarce but are nonexistent; there is ‘not one’ 

among them all. This is also supported by the fact 

that ‘men’ in Ecclesiastes 7:29 is ‘they’ in Hebrew 

(i.e., both men and women).”
26
 

 5. (vs. 29) This is Solomon’s final 

discovery noted in this context in answering the 

question of why people typically fail to please 

God. He called for our attention with the term 

“behold” once again (cf. vs. 27). He then said that 

he had “found only this” for sure. It is “that God 

made men upright” and apparently with a measure 

of freedom in “being able to choose to please or 

not please God.”
27
 In failing to make the right 

choice, “men” (generic “Adam” again), that is, 

“they” obviously referring to both genders, “have 

sought out many devices,” the same term 

translated “explanation” in vv. 25, 27. “The point 

is not that people have turned aside to sin, but that 

they have sought out many explanations. They 

have sought many explanations of what? In the 

context Solomon was talking about God’s plan. 

Failing to understand fully God’s scheme of 

things, people have turned aside to their own 

explanations of these things.”
28
 

 

III Conc. 

 Solomon really was only making one key 

point here, and that is that to find one person who 

is pleasing in the sight of God is extremely rare. 
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