
I Intro. (Dec. 2, 2007)  

 We come now to a section on material 

wealth and ultimate futility regarding it. In Ecc. 

5:8-9, Solomon is concerned with political 

oppression. Then we are confronted with the 

unsatisfying result of the accumulation of wealth 

(vv. 10-12). The hoarding of riches is futile 

because one does not take it with him (vv. 13-17). 

One cannot expect more from this life other than 

to “to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one’s 

labor” (vv. 18-20). 

 

II “Riches Are Also Unfulfilling” (Ecc. 5:8-20). 

 A. Political oppression can take your 

possessions (5:8-9). 

  1. (vs. 8) “Having shown that the 

fruits of labor could be lost through a rash vow to 

God (vv. 1-7), Solomon added that one should not 

be surprised if the result of his labor were lost to 

the next highest authority, the king and his 

officials.”
1
 Politicians should be in place to protect 

the people, but often they do the exact opposite. 

One then should “not be shocked” at seeing 

confiscatory taxes and even graft, payola, and all 

manner of “oppression of the poor and denial of 

justice and righteousness.” The lowest officials 

directly squeeze the people. Another level of 

officials squeezes the lower officials and so on 

until one gets to the upper “echelons”
2
 of 

government. 

  2. (vs. 9) “Verse 9 is one of the 

most obscure verses in Ecclesiastes.”
3
 As opposed 

to the NASB, NIV may best capture the meaning: 

“The increase from the land is taken by all; the 

king himself profits from the fields.”
4
 It seems 

likely that “At the head of this whole corrupt 

system was the king who himself profited from the 

fields of the oppressed. The potential of all a man 

worked for, the increase from the land, could be 

taken or extorted by all these corrupt officials.”
5
 

Yes, it is possible that even Solomon’s 

administration was guilty of this. This was so 

because “Israel’s demand that Rehoboam, 
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Solomon’s successor (1 Kings 12:1-10), reduce his 

oppression suggests that the provincial governors 

under Solomon had made financial demands to 

support his opulence (1 Kings 4:7, 22-23).”
6
 

 B. The unsatisfying result of the 

accumulation of wealth (vv. 10-12). 

  1. (vs. 10) Solomon here makes a 

blunt statement that is in accordance with the facts 

and with his own experience, “He who loves 

money will not be satisfied with money, nor he 

who loves abundance with its income.” All the 

money in the world as an end in itself, as indeed it 

is for the person who loves it, will not bring 

satisfaction. Many people hope with all their might 

to get to the place in life where they have enough 

money invested to live off the income of various 

“profits, dividends, interest payments, and capital 

gains,”
7
 etc. They honestly believe that they would 

then be satisfied. Such will not be the case. They 

will “always want more.”
8
 Then comes Solomon’s 

refrain “This too is vanity” or futility or absurdity. 

It would be mere breath and emptiness. No 

wonder the NT says, “Let your character be free 

from the love of money” (Hb. 13:5a), and “You 

cannot serve God and mammon” (Mt. 6:24b). God 

is simply trying to protect us from a dismal 

experience with a completely unsatisfying partner. 

  2. (vs. 11) “When good things 

increase, those who consume them increase.” The 

more a person has, the more “friends” emerge out 

of the woodwork. He almost inevitably becomes a 

host for a host of hangers-on. Every extremely 

wealthy person has an entourage everywhere he 

goes, including fawning, obsequious sycophants 

and devotees and “management consultants, tax 

advisers, accountants, lawyers, household 

employees, or sponging relatives.”
9
 Solomon had 

experienced all of this. Someone advised a 

recently lottery winner with these comforting 

words, “Immediately change your phone number 

to an unlisted number, or you will never sleep 

again.” He was not kidding. Is that satisfaction? Is 

that fulfillment? Or is it vanity? 
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“So what is the advantage to their owners 

except to look on (Lit., see with their eyes)?”
10

 

The expression, “‘with their eyes’…suggests a 

covetous man.”
11

 So while there is an element of 

truth in the NIV’s, “And what benefit are they to 

the owner except to feast his eyes on them?”
12

 the 

statement probably means “having to keep an eye 

on them,”
13

 that is, to keep the other avaricious 

and greedy people from laying their hands on his 

possessions. There is no doubt that Solomon had 

to deal extensively with issues of this sort 

throughout his adult life. He knew by experience 

that it was vanity. On the other hand, those who 

have not yet “been there” are still deluded into 

thinking that riches satisfy. They simply have not, 

do not, and will not. 

  3. (vs. 12) On the other hand, by 

comparison, “the sleep of the working man is 

pleasant,” lit., “sweet.”
14

 This is true regardless of 

the fullness of his stomach, “whether he eats little 

or much.” “But” by comparison, “the full stomach 

of the rich man does not allow him to sleep.”
15

 

“Full stomach” “seems to refer to the possession 

of plenty and abundance of food.”
16

 So there is the 

rich man, “having a fitful night worrying about the 

stock market, wondering about thefts and 

embezzlements, and swallowing antacid to calm 

the churning sea of dyspepsia that is in his 

stomach.”
17

 There is a PGA golfer who can be 

seen guzzling down the pink stuff, Pepto-Bismol, 

in the daytime on the golf course. Is it better at 

night? Why do so many Americans have this 

problem? Perhaps that is evidence by itself that we 

are rich with full stomachs. 

 C. The futile of hoarding of riches (vv. 13-

17) 

  1. (vs. 13) Perhaps these are the 

Silas Marner’s of the world. Present possessions 

are never enough. There is always a grasping for 

more and more and more. In the end, this is not 

helpful, but hurtful, yes to the magnate himself. 

Solomon called it a “grievous evil,” “(or, perhaps 
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better, ‘a depressing misfortune’); the word for 

‘grievous’ (h\oÆlaÆh) is literally, ‘sick’; and the word 

for ‘evil’ (raµÔaÆh) is often used for disaster or 

misfortune.”
18

 This man is really setting himself 

up for ruin, just as the rich man of Lk. 12:13-21. 

  2. (vs. 14) The day came “When 

those riches were lost through a bad investment,” 

better, including but not limited to “bad” 

investments. It “refers to any misfortune that 

results in the loss of wealth.”
19

 The same 

expression is translated “a grievous task” in Ecc. 

1:13 and 4:8. The reference might be to “the 

examples in 5:1-7, 8-9, experiences such as those 

of Job (Job 1:13-19).”
20

 Now that everything was 

gone, “and he had fathered a son, then there was 

nothing to support him,” which was “worse than 

accumulating wealth without knowing who will 

control it later (2:17-23).”
21

 

  3. (vs. 15) It seems clear enough 

that all wealth holdings are temporary. “As he had 

come naked from his mother’s womb, so will he 

return as he came.” When it comes time to die, 

“He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor 

that he can carry in his hand,” a vivid picture of 

being empty-handed that corresponds to the 

condition of having “nothing to support” his son in 

vs. 14b. “Death itself is such a misfortune that 

overtakes everyone eventually and robs him of his 

wealth. No one can take the fruits of his labor with 

him when he dies.”
22

 

  4. (vs. 16) This is the bottom line 

for sure for Solomon. He finds it “a grievous evil,” 

“a depressing misfortune.”
23

 Even if vs. 14 did not 

happen, one still could not “take it with him.”
24

 

“Exactly as a man is born, thus will he die.” A 

man comes in with nothing, and goes out with 

nothing. Job said the same thing, “Naked I came 

from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return 

there” (Job. 1:21a). Paul said the same thing also, 

“For we have brought nothing into the world, so 

we cannot take anything out of it either” (1Tm. 

6:7). Solomon is discouraged about this, “So, what 
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is the advantage to him who toils for the wind?” 

From the perspective of “under the sun” the 

answer can only be “absolutely nothing,” and so 

more of “vanity.”  

5. (vs. 17) “Throughout” a person’s 

“life” he is met with many depressing things, 

eating or living “in darkness” as “opposed to “light 

(joy) of countenance,”
25

 “with great vexation,” or 

annoyance “sickness,” probably not physical, but 

emotionally ill with money worries “and anger” 

not surprisingly. Wealthy people are often angry, 

short-fused people. “Verse 17 pictures the miserly 

workaholic.”
26

 “Here the Preacher seems to point 

up the folly of hoarding money when it could be 

put to useful purposes, then losing it all, and 

having nothing to show for a lifetime of work.”
27

 

 D. The best one can expect from this life 

(vv. 18-20). 

  1. (vs. 18) Because a person cannot 

bank on keeping his wealth in this life or carrying 

it over to the next, what is the best that he can do? 

Solomon gives us his experience, what he has 

“seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and 

enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he toils 

under the sun during the few years of his life 

which God has given him.”
28

 This reiterates 2:24, 

“There is nothing better for a man than to eat and 

drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This 

also I have seen, that it is from the hand of God,” 

and 3:13, “that every man who eats and drinks 

sees good in all his labor—it is the gift of God.” 

As in Ecc. 2:10, “And all that my eyes desired I 

did not refuse them. I did not withhold my heart 

from any pleasure, for my heart was pleased 

because of all my labor and this was my reward for 

all my labor,” he again said here, “for this is his 

reward,” or “share” (margin). One’s reward for 

one’s labor in this life is enjoying the fruit of one’s 

labor in this life, not hauling it across empty space 

into heaven. 

  2. (vs. 19) Certainly “God has 

given riches and wealth” to certain individuals. 

However the original does not seem to imply that 

God necessarily “has also empowered him to eat 

from them” contrary to the NASB in contradiction 
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to 6:2, which says “but God has not empowered 

him to eat from them.” Rather as per the NIV, at 

His discretion, God gives “any man wealth and 

possessions and enables him to enjoy them.”
29

 

God also allows a person “to receive his reward” 

or lot in life “and rejoice in his labor.” All of this 

is “the gift of God.” 

  3. (vs. 20) The person who has 

been “occupied with the gladness of his heart” by 

“God,” “will not often consider the years of his 

life” it “keeps a person from brooding over life’s 

brevity.”
30

 Such a person is not consumed with 

life’s “tragedies and inequities because God keeps 

his mind occupied with the joy of his present 

circumstances.”
31

 

 

III Conc. 

 We ought all to “take some time to enjoy 

the beautiful experiences of life as we travel down 

its path,”
32

 in light of the certain temporariness of 

all that we might accumulate in this life. We are 

not going to take it with us, so enjoy some things 

now. This is the gift of God for us. 
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