
I Intro. (Aug. 19, 2007) 

 Solomon decided to give pleasure a try to 

see if there was anything of lasting value in it 

(Ecc. 2:1-3). He then put the pleasure of 

possessions to the test (2:4-8a). He invested in 

music and women and in all that he saw and 

wanted (2:8b-10). In the end, all these things were 

likewise futile (2:11). 

 

II Laboring for Pleasure and Material Things is 

Meaningless (Ecc. 2:1-11). 

 A. Sheer pleasure and enjoyment add up to 

nothing (2:1-3) 

1. (vs. 1) Solomon employed the 

scientific method in his pursuit of meaning. He 

was not embarrassed to talk to himself either. So 

he “said to” himself, literally, said “in my heart” 

(margin), “Come now, I will test (hk;S]n"a}1, “nasah,”2 

peiravsw3) you,” that is, my heart, “with pleasure.” 

He offered himself the invitation, “So enjoy 

yourself,” or, “Have at it and see what happens!” 

Maybe there will be some meaning in this. The 

NIV’s, “to find out what is good,”4 has some 

merit, and if it is the correct translation means, ‘to 

see what was worthwhile [same Heb. word as the 

word -good‘] for men to do.”5 This was Solomon’s 

goal after all, but the results were as disappointing 

as all those in chap. 1: “And behold, it too was 

futility (‘lb,h, n.m. vapour, breath fig. vanity — 1. 

lit. Elsewhere always 2. fig. of what is evanescent, 

unsubstantial, worthless, vanity.’6).” 

2. (vs. 2) Apparently “laughter (or 

‘derision, sport’7)” was a part of his pursuit with 

regard to pleasure in vs. 1. His conclusion about it 

was, “It is madness,” or, “folly,”8 but the other 

references cited in the lexicon imply the meaning, 

“act madly, or like a madman”9 (cf. Jer. 25:16), 

and thus to act insane. It seems best to understand 

Solomon to be saying that laughter as an end in 

itself is lunacy.  

                                                 
1Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, (Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart) 1990. 
2Robert L. Thomas, New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek Dictionaries: Updated Edition 

(Anaheim: Foundation Publications, Inc., 1998, 1981). H5254. 

3Septuaginta, (Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart) 1979. 

4The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984. 

5Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture Press 

Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 

6Richard Whitaker, Editor, The Abridged Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew-English Lexicon of the Old 

Testament, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1997. 

7Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 

and English Lexicon, electronic ed. (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 2000). 966. 

8Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 

and English Lexicon, electronic ed. (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 2000). 239. 

9Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 

and English Lexicon, electronic ed. (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 2000). 239. 

His verdict for “pleasure,” or “joy, 

gladness, mirth…(or) gaiety,”10 was not much 

better, “What does it accomplish?” Or simply, 

“What does it do or make?” There is no ultimate 

meaning or real lasting value in it. The rhetorical 

question has to be answered, “Nothing.” 

3. (vs. 3) Without losing self-

control, Solomon “explored with” his “mind 

(‘inner man, mind, will, heart’11) how to 

stimulate” his “body (‘savrka’12)” as opposed to 
his soul, “literally, ‘to draw my flesh,’ or ‘body to 

wine’ (including all banquetings)”13 “with wine 

while” his “mind was guiding” him “wisely.” In 

addition, and perhaps in connection with the use of 

wine as opposed to 1:17b, he also wanted to find 

out if he could, “take hold of folly,” or perhaps 

“grasp”14 or get a handle on this thing, and 

discover something of lasting value, 

notwithstanding the incongruousness of that 

concept. 

In the 1960’s Harvard University faculty 

member who, “coined and popularized the catch 

phrase ‘Turn on, tune in, drop out’” 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_Leary – The context was, 

“My advice to people today is as follows: If you 

take the game of life seriously, if you take your 

nervous system seriously, if you take your sense 

organs seriously, if you take the energy process 

seriously, you must turn on, tune in, and drop 

out.”15), Dr. Timothy Leary (October 22, 1920 – 

May 31, 1996), Ph. D. Clinical Psychology from 

the University of California, conducted similar 

“scientific” experiments using mind altering drugs, 

but from an unbeliever’s perspective. Of course, 

this was regarded as illegal, so he was arrested and 

brought to court. Here is a part of the court record 

from 1967 posted on the Internet 

(http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/legal/l1960/Leary1.htm):  

Dr. Leary has an impressive academic 

background. He testified that he received a Ph. 

D. degree in Clinical Psychology from the 

University of California. During the years from 
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1944 to 1960 he wrote and published several 

publications relative to the use of psychedelic 

drugs in the treatment of the mentally ill, 

including thirteen scientific articles and two 

books. In 1950 he helped found the Kaiser 

Psychiatric Clinic in Oakland, California. 

During the next eight years he received nearly 

one-half million dollars in federal grants at the 

Kaiser Clinic for research work on mental 

illness. He published four diagnostic tests 

relative to mental illness which have been used 

in diagnosing and treating mental patients in 

over 750 clinics and hospitals in the United 

States and which have been translated into 

several foreign languages. He served on the 

University of California medical faculty from 

1953 to 1956. In 1959 he joined the Harvard 

University faculty. 

In 1960, while visiting Mexico, he testified 

that he had "the most intense religious 

experience" he had ever had in his life as the 

result of having eaten a number of the "Sacred 

Mushrooms" of Mexico. The incident changed 

his life. Since that time he has written five 

books and thirty-eight articles pertaining to 

religious and scientific use of psychedelic 

drugs, and he has devoted his life to attempting 

to understand the religious experience and how 

it can be applied to help others. He said that he 

formed a religious research group after 

returning to Harvard University, and with the 

help of Aldous Huxley, he experimented with 

certain psychedelic drugs. In 1962 he studied 

Hinduism and after a year became a member 

of a Hindu sect. In 1963 he left Harvard, 

performed further experimental work in 

Mexico, and later established a center and 

workshop for religious and scientific research 

in Millbrook, New York, which center is now 

his home. The building also serves as a place 

for religious meditation and spiritual retreat. 

Rooms in the house contain shrines devoted to 

Hindu, Buddhist and Christian ways of finding 

God, as well as religious pictures and statues. 

Dr. Leary has traveled extensively through 

Asia in pursuit of his religious endeavors and 

has studied Buddhism and Hinduism with 

several religious teachers and monks. While 

studying in India with Sri Asoke Fukir, a 

religious leader, Dr. Leary participated in 

religious rituals in which marihuana was used. 

He was converted to Hinduism, and is now a 

member of the Brahmakrishna sect in 

Massachusetts. 

Dr. Leary could have saved himself all this 

trouble simply by reading Ecclesiastes! 

Solomon’s noble goal in all this was to 

“see what good there is for the sons of men to do 

under heaven the few years (lit. ‘days’) of their 

lives,” that is, to see if there was anything that did 

not come under the heading of “vanity” or 

“futility.” The temporariness of our “few days” on 

earth is at the root of the issue here. Nothing lasts, 

so what good is it? He drew no immediate 

conclusion, but we already know what it will be. 

B. The pleasure of possessions put to the 

test (2:4-8a) 

 1. (vs. 4) This did not come without 

effort on Solomon’s part, as he “enlarged my 

works,” meaning, to “make great”16 his works. 

This really was an expansion project affecting 

Solomon’s real estate holdings. He began by 

building “houses for” himself, perhaps a summer 

home, a winter home, a mountain villa, a coastal 

cottage, a guest house, etc. Naturally he had 

productive farm ground, where he “planted 

vineyards for” himself as well. Perhaps the wine 

(vs. 3) made him think of this opportunity for 

production. 

 2. (vs. 5) Other horticultural ideas 

were put into effect: “I made gardens” perhaps 

with the sense of an “enclosure”17 “and parks,” or 

possibly “preserve(s)”18 (that might also well be 

an “enclosure”19) “for myself, and I planted in 

them all kinds of fruit trees,” substantial enough to 

be called “wood”20 or even “timber.”21 Clearly 

here are trees that bear fruit suitable for human 

consumption. 

 3. (vs. 6) It was very possible in 

that part of the world, as it is here, to end up with 

insufficient water supplies to support all that has 
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been planted. So Solomon “made ponds of 

water…from which to irrigate a forest of growing 

trees.” It would have been an enormous 

undertaking in those days to excavate the soil to 

hold a reservoir of water substantial enough to 

supply enough water to support a forest of 

growing trees. Solomon did it. 

 4. (vs. 7) Perhaps that is why the 

purchasing was needed of “male and female 

slaves…and homeborn slaves” - “an exceptionally 

important status symbol in the culture of that 

time.”22 There was more work here than any one 

human being could do. Solomon had plenty of 

help then for the irrigation work as well as 

exercising oversight for his “flocks and herds,” 

which were, “larger than all who preceded” him 

“in Jerusalem.” 1Kg. 4:22-23 says that 

“Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty kors 

of fine flour and sixty kors of meal, ten fat oxen, 

twenty pasture-fed oxen, a hundred sheep besides 

deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl.” He 

also had, “40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, 

and 12,000 horsemen” (vs. 26b). “The largest 

herds and flocks ever owned by any resident of 

Jerusalem grazed in the pastures of Solomon’s 

ranches. If prestige was the key to a happy life, 

then he held the key. But it wasn’t, and he didn’t. 

Someone has said, ‘I asked for all things that I 

might enjoy life; I was given life that I might enjoy 

all things.’”23 

 5. (vs. 8a) Naturally precious 

metals did not escape Solomon’s notice either. So 

he “collected for” himself “silver and gold, and the 

treasures of kings and provinces.” This latter 

expression may refer to “the taxes which he 

collected from those under him or wealth taken 

from conquered territories, or it may refer to 

objects of art which were presented to him by 

visiting dignitaries, such as the Queen of Sheba.”24 

1Kg. 10:14-15 says “Now the weight of 

gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 

666 talents of gold, besides that from the traders 

and the wares of the merchants and all the kings of 

the Arabs and the governors of the country.” 100 
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talents was equal to 5,800-8,000 lbs. If the average 

talent was approx. 7,000 lbs, then the total amount 

of gold coming in to Solomon each year was 

46,620 lbs., or 745,920 oz. @ 666.80 (last closing) 

it is worth $497,379,456. 1Kg. 10:21 says that “all 

King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, 

and all the vessels of the house of the forest of 

Lebanon were of pure gold. None was of silver; it 

was not considered valuable in the days of 

Solomon.” Solomon had “made silver as stones in 

Jerusalem” (1Kg. 10:27). The reference in our 

passage then is to the beginning of Solomon’s 

accumulations, for silver evidently still had value, 

or he would not have collected it. 

C. He invested in music and women and in 

all that he saw and wanted (2:8b-10). 

 1. (vs. 8b) Beyond material things, 

Solomon also “provided for” himself “male and 

female singers” for entertainment purposes. Before 

he died Ray Charles described the power of the 

singer and musician. He pointed out that he could 

build an audience to a fever pitch, and he could 

just as quickly make them cry. Why do audiences 

pay good money to have this done? It is because it 

is enjoyable, and Solomon was not about to 

exclude that pleasure from his life. You can rest 

assured that only the finest musicians were in his 

attendance. 

Still more he would not set aside “the 

pleasures of me—many concubines.” As a matter 

of fact, Solomon had “seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred concubines” (1Kg. 

11:3), a kind of second class wife, but not quite a 

wife after all. He had what many men have only 

dreamed of, and the finest beauties in the world no 

doubt. Not only did he have to pay the bills for all 

of this, but it turned out not to be satisfying at all 

(Ecc. 2:12). What is worse, “his wives turned his 

heart away after other gods; and his heart was not 

wholly devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart 

of David his father had been” (1Kg. 11:4b). 

 2. (vs. 9) As men measure greatness 

in this world, Solomon “became great and 

increased more than all who preceded” him “in 

Jerusalem.” His “wisdom also stood by” him 

throughout these experiments of playing with fire 

as it were. Through it all, he got God’s perspective 

on things and saw the true effect that they will 

inevitably have on man. 
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 3. (vs. 10) Solomon made the point 

here that within limits he gave himself all that his 

“eyes desired,” and “did not withhold” his “heart 

from any pleasure.” That was the sum total of 

what he got for “all” his “labor,” that was his 

“reward” for it. It was not that there was no 

pleasure whatever. His “heart was pleased” to an 

extent. 

D. In the end, all these things were 

likewise futile (2:11). 

 1. (vs. 11) Ultimately however after 

sitting back and taking stock of “all” his “activities 

which” his “hands had done and the labor which” 

he “had exerted, and behold all was vanity and 

striving after wind and there was no profit under 

the sun.” Bluntly stated, the whole thing was a 

huge let down and disappointment. Solomon 

found no lasting pleasure in any of it, nor will 

anyone else. 

 

III Conc. 

 What about a life with plenty of humor and 

laughter? Wine, women, and song, you say? 

Silver, gold, and precious stones, perhaps some 

fine art to go along with it? What about some 

property, pasture lands, houses, and some 

vineyards, fruit trees, and forests with plenty of 

water to guaranteed success. And of course, why 

not have plenty of people at your service, so that 

you don’t have to lift a finger? Surely this is all 

there is, and wouldn’t it be most fulfilling? Not at 

all! According to Solomon “all” is “vanity and 

striving after wind! 


