
I Intro. (Feb. 15, 2009) 

 Solomon as the preacher informs his 

readers that he was trying to teach people 

knowledge in the book of Ecclesiastes (Ecc. 12:9-

10). Writings of this quality can influence people 

for good, but not all writings qualify (vv. 11-12). 

Solomon’s own conclusion is that his readers 

should obey God and recall that everything we do 

will meet with judgment (vv. 13-14). 

 

II “Delightful Words and Words of Truth” (Ecc. 

12:9-14) 

 A. Solomon worked hard to teach his 

readers (12:9-10) 

  1. (vs. 9) We are certainly well 

aware of Solomon’s wisdom, which came to him 

directly from God. Remember that in 1Kg. 4:29-

34 it says, “Now God gave Solomon wisdom and 

very great discernment and breadth of mind, like 

the sand that is on the seashore. And Solomon’s 

wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the sons of 

the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was 

wiser than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite, 

Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and 

his fame was known in all the surrounding nations. 

He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 

1,005. And he spoke of trees, from the cedar that 

is in Lebanon even to the hyssop that grows on the 

wall; he spoke also of animals and birds and 

creeping things and fish. And men came from all 

peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all 

the kings of the earth who had heard of his 

wisdom.” Again Solomon received his wisdom 

from God and there was no point in denying it as 

he acknowledged it here: “In addition to being a 

wise man.” 

 He did not keep the insight for himself, but 

wanted to help others. So as an honorable wise 

man should, he endeavored to help other. So he 

“also taught the people knowledge.” The term 

“Preacher” can be understood to mean “collector 

(of sentences),”
1
 something very close to its 

meaning here. Having great wisdom does not 

guarantee knowledge, but it gives one the means 

to do the right things with it once acquired. 

Solomon did what he had to do acquire it: “he 

pondered, searched out and arranged many 
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proverbs,” 3,000 of them according to 1Kg. 4:32. 

“Pondered” means to “weigh, test, (or) prove”
2
 

something. “Searched out” means to “TO 

INVESTIGATE. (The primary idea is perhaps that of 

searching in the earth by digging…)…to 

explore.”
3
 The notion in “arranged” is to “set in 

order…in a meaningful way, formally straighten, 

i.e., place a collection of objects into a meaningful 

sequence.”
4
 This was Solomon’s life’s work. 

  2. (vs. 10) Two main things were 

involved in putting this material together. First, 

Solomon wanted to “find” just the right words, 

“delightful words.” The basic idea here is that of 

“having pleasure in”
5
 something. Dare I say that 

Solomon wanted people to enjoy reading what he 

wrote? I think so. He knew that if they enjoyed it, 

they would be more likely to remember what he 

said. For example, see the unforgettable words of 

Ecc. 3:1-8. 

Second, Solomon sought for accuracy, that 

he might “write words of truth correctly,” or with 

“straightness, uprightness.”
6
 

 B. Writings of this quality can influence 

people for good, but not all writings qualify 

(12:11-12). 

  1. (vs. 11) What people write will 

affect (influence) the people who read it for good 

or bad. The writing of Solomon here are excellent 

because they are “the words of” a “wise” man. 

Such writings “are like goads,” that is, a “stick 

with an iron point used to prod animals,”
7
 here 

“with a focus on the irritating nature of its use to 

provoke behavior.”
8
 

 With reference to Solomon’s words, the 

NASB’s “and masters of these collections,” which 

may include other OT wisdom literature such as 

Proverbs, Job, and the Song of Solomon, “are like 

well-driven nails”
9
 reads differently from the 

NIV’s “their collected sayings like firmly 
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embedded nails.”
10
 The Amplified Bible’s “and 

firmly fixed [in the mind] like nails are the 

collected sayings,”
11
 tends to combine the two 

ideas. Obviously the words of wisdom are useless 

to those who do not know them. For those who do, 

stability is introduced in their lives. 

 The fact that “they are given by one 

Shepherd,” shows that the ultimate source of these 

words of wisdom is God Himself, not merely 

Solomon or some other wisdom writer of 

Scripture. 

  2. (vs. 12) The expression, “but 

beyond this,” “evidently refers to beyond the 

wisdom literature that God has revealed, in view 

of verse 11.”
12
 Solomon addressed his reader as, 

“my son,” used twenty-three times in Proverbs. 

We might think of it as an address to a disciple: 

“Solomon warned his disciple that looking 

elsewhere in other books for divine wisdom would 

only wear him out.”
13
 From the writer’s 

perspective, who can deny that “the writing of 

many books is endless”? And from the readers’ 

perspective, who can deny that “excessive 

devotion to books is wearying to the body
14
”? Yet 

the “endless” nature of this cycle will continue 

until Jesus comes. Most books are written with the 

idea that somebody will be helped by it. If enough 

people get that impression, a book becomes a 

“must read.” Really? I am not impressed. Yes, 

books can be helpful and some are worth reading 

(2Tm. 4:13), but one had better focus his or her 

attention on God’s word for divine wisdom and 

guidance as to what to believe and how to live. 

 C. Solomon’s own conclusion is that his 

readers should obey God, judgment is coming (vv. 

13-14). 

  1. (vs. 13) The “conclusion,” or the 

“end of the matter,” which is the “sum of 

instruction”
15
 for Solomon’s work in Ecc., “when 

all has been heard, is,” that is, when you have 

absorbed all that he has in mind in the book is, 

“fear God and keep His commandments” (cf. Ecc. 

3:14; 5:7; 7:18; 8:12). Of course, the reference in 
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his time would have been directly to the Law of 

Moses. But the general principle for our time is 

similar. Yes, fearing God is a NT concept. Peter 

said, “Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear 

God, honor the king” (1Pt. 2:17). But we are not 

under the Law of Moses, but rather the new 

covenant. So we should hold God in highest 

esteem and do what He says in the new covenant 

“because this applies to every person” in every 

age. Fear God and do what He says, though what 

He says varies from age to age. 

  2. (vs. 14) “For” the reason we 

should do it is that “God will bring every act to 

judgment,” no exceptions, and “everything which 

is hidden, whether it is good or evil” (Ecc. 3:17; 

11:9; Mt. 10:26; Rm. 2:16; 1Cor. 4:5). Of course, 

Solomon was thinking primarily of judgment on 

earth in time for what one does. We should 

remember that what we do also has temporal 

implications. We too will meet up with 

consequences for how we lived before death. Of 

course, we anticipate a greater day of judgment 

than that, namely, the judgment seat of Christ 

where all will be revealed (1Cor. 4:5). 

 

III Conclusion 

 We can be thankful that what Solomon was 

in his character as a wise man, he endeavored with 

diligence to communicate with his readers in an 

interesting manner (vv. 9-10). What he wrote is 

ultimately sourced in God, the “one Shepherd,” 

and has great value to influence the reader to do 

what is right. It is ultimately vain to search out 

life’s wisdom in other book (vv. 11-12). We 

should respond by fearing God and obeying His 

instruction to us, knowing that what we do has 

consequences with which we will meet in the day 

of judgment (vv. 13-14). 


