
I Intro. (Oct. 19, 2008) 

 The many words of a fool are pointless 

(Ecc. 10:12-15). The country whose leadership is 

experienced is blessed (10:16-17). Power mad and 

profligate leadership is volatile and dangerous 

(10:18-20). 

 

II “Be Careful What You Say; It Might be Heard 

Elsewhere” (Ecc. 10:12-20). 

 A. The many words of a fool are pointless 

(Ecc. 10:12-15). 

  1. (vs. 12) John said, “let us not 

love with word or with tongue, but in deed and 

truth” (1Jn. 3:18) in a context of the needy brother. 

Of course, he was talking about loving in word 

only in a context where mere words could do no 

good. Yet words are not without some power. The 

author to the Hebrews said, “For the word of God 

is living and active and sharper than any two-

edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of 

soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able 

to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” 

(Hb. 4:12). Jesus said, “the words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life” (Jn. 6:63b). 

Yes, God is the one speaking in those passages, 

and yet our words can have an impact as well. Paul 

said, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from 

your mouth, but only such a word as is good for 

edification according to the need of the moment, 

that it may give grace to those who hear” (Eph. 

4:29). It should not surprise us to read that even in 

Ecc., OT Solomon would say, “Words from the 

mouth of a wise man are gracious” or favorable, 

that is, by their very nature, they bring him favor. 

So also Pr. 22:11 says, “He who loves purity of 

heart and whose speech is gracious, the king is his 

friend.” “It is the heeding of wisdom which 

produces this favor.”
1
 

 Oppositely, at the same time, “the lips of a 

fool consume him.” The reference in the word fool 

is to a “stupid fellow, (a) dullard,”
2
 referring “not 

to mental deficiency, but to a propensity to make 

wrong choices.”
3
 These bad choices are not 

typically kept very close the vest of such people, 

but are spoken, often loudly and spread abroad. 

This often leads to the ruin of such people with the 
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picture in “consume” being to “swallow, (or) gulp 

down.”
4
 Very possibly sudden destruction is in 

view. 

  2. (vs. 13) At “the beginning” what 

the fool says may seem relatively innocent with 

“his talking” being mere “folly,” but if 

discernment does not interrupt the process, in “the 

end” it deteriorates into “wicked madness,” which 

sounds very close to the modern concept of 

criminally insane, a frightening prospect. This is 

the same “madness” that Solomon set his heart to 

know in 1:17 (cf. 2:12; 7:25). “This root stresses 

the irrational aspect of insanity…and is an 

antonym of…‘wisdom.’”
5
 There is no question 

that Solomon set aside this irrationality as just 

another vanity, a waste of time. Ultimately it is 

something that is simply wrong and contrary to the 

will of God that consumes people. 

3. (vs. 14) Does this slow down the 

speech of the fool? Not at all: “Yet the fool 

multiplies words.” He tends to make all kinds of 

presumptuous statements about the future. Even 

though “No man knows what will happen, and 

who can tell him what will come after him?” these 

are the kinds of people in whom percolate all 

kinds of bizarre notions about conspiracy theories 

in politics, wild-eyed panaceas in alternative 

health care, notions of astrology having some kind 

of definite impact on our lives. They tend to 

believe in Nostradamus, real name, Michel de 

Nostredame, and others who purport to know the 

future and how best to live in light of it. 

Nostradamus was a, “French physician and 

astrologer who wrote Centuries (1555), a book of 

prophecies.”
6
 Astrology is, “The study of the 

positions and aspects of celestial bodies in the 

belief that they have an influence on the course of 

natural earthly occurrences and human affairs.”
7
 

Much of what comes out of these various areas is 

material that competes with and contradicts what 

the Bible says. It is no wonder that people end up 

consumed they their own words which propagate 
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such nonsense. A life directed by planning for the 

future based on lies cannot end well.  

4. (vs. 15) The fool operating on 

such flawed information might well busy himself 

in all kinds of ways to the point that he “so 

wearies him that he does not even know how to go 

to a city.” Glenn says, “Besides being ignorant of 

the future, a fool is also ignorant of the most 

obvious; he does not know the way to town (NIV 

ed., cf. 10:3). This is a proverbial expression for 

extreme ignorance like the modern proverb, ‘He 

doesn’t know enough to come in out of the rain.’ 

This is why a fool finds his work such a chore (it 

wearies him).”
8
 

 B. The country whose leadership is 

experienced is blessed (10:16-17). 

1. (vs. 16) Turning directly now to 

a political context, Solomon said, “Woe to you, O 

land, whose king is a lad and whose princes feast 

in the morning.” It is risky to criticize such leader 

as these. What is the picture? It is one of 

inexperienced leadership in a country “whose king 

is a lad,” that is, he is not mature enough to 

recognize the gravity of the situation, how much 

depends on him taking the responsibilities of his 

office seriously. For him and his “princes,” they 

“feast in the morning,” before any work is done. 

The offices they hold become sources for 

profligacy, “Given over to dissipation; 

dissolute…Recklessly wasteful; wildly 

extravagant.,
9
” and debauchery, “Extreme 

indulgence in sensual pleasures.”
10

 Solomon felt 

like he was a mere child when he became king 

(1Kg. 3:7). Realizing the risks, he prayed for 

wisdom, got it from God, and thus avoided this 

sort of calamity. 

2. (vs. 17) This is clearly the 

opposite of the previous vs. As opposed to the 

“woe (‘Deep distress or misery, as from grief; 

wretchedness.’
11

)” of that verse, the people of this 

“land” are “blessed.” It is because they have a 

“king…of nobility and whose princes eat at the 

appropriate time.” It is a simple picture of 
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moderation and self-control. Nobility in English 

refers to “A class of persons distinguished by high 

birth or rank.”
12

 So the leaders of this vs. are “well 

prepared by noble birth and training.”
13

 Those in 

this government “eat at the appropriate time” not 

in the morning and they eat “for strength, and not 

for drunkenness.”
14

 Some people are equipped to 

rule by birth and training, the overwhelming 

majority are not. Such properly prepared persons 

eat to live, they do not live to eat and get drunk. 

People who suddenly come into riches and power 

are dangerous to their countries, a heavy drain on 

them, risking their futures. The destroyed lives of 

modern day lottery winners are cases in point. Just 

because someone is suddenly rich or is suddenly 

elected to office does not prove that they have a 

lick of sense. The reality is that people who are 

raised in homes of the rich and powerful, provided 

their is a moral framework to that setting, are 

simply better equipped to handle wealth and 

power themselves. Gal. 4:1ff. comes to mind as a 

picture of this truth. 

 C. Power mad and profligate leadership is 

volatile and dangerous (10:18-20). 

  1. (vs. 18) What is the picture here, 

“Through indolence the rafters sag, and through 

slackness the house leaks”? It is one of a house not 

being maintained. Here it is the house of state that 

begins to collapse because of wanton waste on the 

part of the incompetent leadership who are 

indolent, “disinclined to exert oneself; habitually 

lazy,”
15

 and slacking, that is, “lacking in diligence 

or due care or concern; negligent,”
16

 but who 

nevertheless have the energy to be consumed by 

“raucous feasting and merrymaking, which deplete 

state funds.”
17

 

  2. (vs. 19) Indeed they do live to 

eat. The “prepare a meal for enjoyment, and wine 

makes life merry.” They clearly are not eating to 

sustain life, but as an end in itself. They eat for the 

sake of eating. Nor do they drink wine merely to 
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quench thirst or to meet the body’s needs for 

hydration. It is to make “life merry,” which 

implies drunkenness in this context (vs. 17b). 

 The expression, “money is the answer to 

everything” is obviously not to be taken as a 

biblical truth or mandate to be followed. The 

meaning is rather “that the rulers think money can 

meet all their demands.”
18

 “The fact, as someone 

has said, is that money will buy anything except 

happiness and is a ticket to everywhere except 

heaven.”
19

 Jesus said, “Beware, and be on your 

guard against every form of greed; for not even 

when one has an abundance does his life consist of 

his possessions” (Lk. 12:15). 

  3. (vs. 20) Now when the citizens 

see this kind of thing going on in the halls of 

power, not surprisingly they tend to get very upset, 

and in some cases extremely angry. They want to 

do something about it, take action, and perhaps 

start a movement to overthrow such travesties of 

justice and power, etc. This is all very 

understandable; it does make a lot of sense. The 

ancients did not very often have the power of a 

vote to change the power structure in their 

countries and seditionists who often turned into 

insurrectionists were generally executed if caught. 

Solomon warned against this sort of thing. So he 

said, “in” the privacy of “your bedchamber do not 

curse a king, and in your sleeping rooms do not 

curse a rich man” who often had access to the halls 

of power. They did not have sophisticated 

electronic “bugs” in those days that could be 

planted to record what a person said, but 

nevertheless one had to take care that what he said 

did not somehow get back to the upper echelons of 

power. “For a bird of the heavens will carry the 

sound, and the winged creature will make the 

matter known.” “You may think that nobody 

hears. But even the walls have ears, and some 

unsuspected bird will carry the message to the 

royal palace. ‘Indiscretions have a way of 

sprouting wings.’”
20

 “Corrupt officials often have 

supporters in the most private places who take the 

names and words of complainers back to their 
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masters.”
21

 Constable further says, “His point was, 

do not endanger your future unnecessarily. He was 

not speaking about how to affect change in a 

crooked government.”
22

 See Is. 5:11-12 and Amos 

6:4-6. 

 

III Conc. 

 As we said in the introduction: The many 

words of a fool are pointless (Ecc. 10:12-15). The 

country whose leadership is experienced is blessed 

(10:16-17). Power mad and profligate leadership is 

volatile and dangerous (10:18-20). 

 So should we do nothing when we learn of 

such abuses of power that risk the future of our 

great country? Certainly we should pray, and we 

should take action. That action should be taken 

with care even in our ostensibly democratic 

country. For those in power working in concert 

with the rich who often benefit from them, and 

also in many cases those in the press, will 

endeavor to destroy their opponents by hook or by 

crook. 
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