
I Intro. (May 23, 2010) 

 It is our privilege today to begin a study in Titus, very possibly the second to the last letter written by 

the apostle Paul. It is a profound letter, though not long, replete with doctrinal and practical material. It will 

be well worth our investment of time to study, understand, believe, apply, and proclaim the rich truths that 

the text contains. 

 

II Introduction to Titus 

A. Basics facts of Titus. 

1. Author: The author is the apostle Paul, though as with virtually all NT books, this is 

disputed. The text has the hallmarks of Pauline authorship throughout, and there is no reason to doubt it. 

2. Recipient: The letter was written to Titus, very likely a convert of the apostle Paul (Titus 

1:4). Ryrie offers the following sequence of events for the letter to Titus: 

a. Paul was released from his house arrest in Rome (where we find him at the end of 

Acts), probably because his accusers did not choose to press their charges against him before Caesar (Acts 

24:1; 28:30). Their case, therefore, was lost by default, and Paul was freed. 

b. Paul visited Ephesus, left Timothy there to supervise the churches, and went on to 

Macedonia (northern Greece).  

c. From there he wrote 1 Timothy (1 Tim. 1:3).  

d. He visited Crete, left Titus there to supervise those churches, and went to 

Nicopolis in Achaia (southern Greece, Titus 3:12).  

e. Either from Macedonia or Nicopolis, he wrote this letter to encourage Titus.  

f. He visited Troas (2 Tim. 4:13), where he was suddenly arrested, taken to Rome, 

imprisoned, and finally beheaded.  

g. From Rome, during this second imprisonment, he wrote 2 Timothy.
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3. Summary of the life of Titus: 

• Ryrie offers this excellent summary:  

(1) A Gentile by birth (Gal. 2:3),  

(2) Titus was converted through the ministry of Paul (Titus 1:4).  

(3) He accompanied Paul to Jerusalem at the time of the apostolic council 

(Acts 15:2; Gal. 2:1–3).  

(4) He was Paul’s emissary to the church at Corinth during the third 

missionary journey (2 Cor. 7:6–7; 8:6, 16).  

(5) Titus and two others took the letter we call 2 Corinthians to Corinth and 

urged the Corinthians to make good their promise to give to the poor in 

Jerusalem.  

(6) Paul left Titus in Crete to use his administrative gifts to consolidate the 

work there.  

(7) Artemas or Tychicus probably relieved Titus in Crete so he could join Paul 

in Nicopolis (Titus 3:12),  

(8) from where Paul sent him to Dalmatia, the former Yugoslavia (2 Tim. 

4:10).  

(9) Tradition says he returned to Crete and died there.
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B. Key topics in the letter: 

1. Qualifications for elders (1:5-9). 

2. Silencing of false teachers (1:10-16) 

3. Godly counsel to various groups of believers in the church (2:1-10) 

4. The relationship between grace and godliness (2:11-15) 

5. Similarly, in light of regeneration (3:5 – the best known verse in the letter), believers in 

general ought to always, “be careful to engage in good deeds” (3:8b). 
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