
I Intro. (Oct. 9, 2005) 

 We last saw John wondering with a great 

wonder at the sight of the woman riding the beast 

drunk with the blood of the saints. Wonder seems 

to be an appropriate response to such a 

spectacular, yet utterly reprehensible scene. 

However the angel said that while it made sense 

for the unsaved to marvel, it was inappropriate for 

John to do so (Rev. 17:7-8). Then he began to 

explain what the woman and the beast symbolized 

(17:9-12). Finally, the angel made reference to the 

unity of evil (17:13). 

 

II The Symbolism of the Woman and the Beast 

(17:7-13) 

 A. Marveling was not for John, but for the 

wicked (17:7-8). 

  1. (vs. 7) There was no real reason 

for John to wonder or marvel at the scene of the 

woman and the beast: “And the angel said to me, 

‘Why do you wonder? I shall tell you the mystery 

of the woman and of the beast that carries her, 

which has the seven heads and the ten horns’” 

(Kai; ei\pen moi oJ a[ggelo" dia; [“w. acc…to 

indicate the reason…in direct questions dia; tiv; 
why?…mostly in an interrogative 

clause”
1
] tiv [“some phrases introduced by the 

preposition dia...dia ti on account of what? 

{sometimes as one word, 

diati}”2] ejqauvmasa" [“act…intr. wonder, marvel, 

be astonished {the context determines whether in 

a good or bad sense}…abs.”
3
; “It is because of the 

close relation to worship that the seer is forbidden 

to marvel”
4
] ejgw; ejrw' soi to; musthvrion [“it 

means the inner meaning {the secret symbol} of a 

symbolic vision”
5
; “Elsewh. in the NT m. occurs 

only in Rv, w. ref. to the mysterious things 

portrayed there.”
6
; “This mystery 

{musthrion…secret, from musth"…an initiate, 

muew…to wink or blink} means…{variously, ed.} 

the kingdom of God {Matt. 13:11}, of God {I Cor. 

2:1} and God’s will {Eph. 1:9}, of Christ {Eph. 

3:4}, of the gospel {Eph. 6:9}, of faith {I Tim. 
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3:9}, of godliness {I Tim. 3:16}, of the seven stars 

{Rev. 1:20}, of the woman {Rev. 

17:7}.”
7
] th'" gunaiko;" kai; tou' qhrivou tou' bas

tavzonto" [“carry, bear…lit., a burden…of 

animals used for riding”
8
; “signifies to support as 

a burden. It is used with the meaning…to carry 

something”
9
] aujth;n tou' e[conto" ta;" eJpta; kef

ala;" [“head…lit…actually of the head of man or 

beast; man…In apocal. presentations in connection 

w. human figures…w. 

animals”
10
] kai; ta; devka kevrata [“horn…lit., in 

the description of the apocal. beasts”
11
]). 

 The last we heard, John was literally 

“wondering with a great wonder” at the scene of 

the opulently dressed woman riding this great 

scarlet beast. The did not agree that this was an 

appropriate response to the scene, so he asked 

John, “Why do you wonder (ejqauvmasa", lemma, 

qaumavzw, ‘marvel, be astonished’12)?” Because 
the word can be translated “admire” in some 

contexts and is closely connected to the idea of 

worship there, Kittel thought it was “because of” 

this “close relation to worship that” John was 

“forbidden to marvel.”
13
 This is not likely. John 

was certainly not on the verge of worship. His 

marveling was rather connected with his simply 

lack of understanding of the symbolizing intended 

by the scene. With knowledge, that will be cleared 

up. Accordingly the angel said, “I (ejgw;, emphatic) 

shall tell (ejrw') you the mystery of the woman and 

of the beast that carries her.” Obviously the 

woman and the beast are those of the previous 

section. The term “mystery (musthvrion)” means 

essentially, “secret,”
14
 and here as generally is the 

case in the NT, something that cannot be known or 

understood apart from revelation from God. So the 

meaning of the symbolism found in the scene of 

the woman riding the beast cannot be known to 

man unless God revealed it to him. In this case He 

did so via His messenger, the angel who was one 
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of the seven who had poured out the bowl 

judgments. 

 The emphasis of the angel’s explanation 

will be on the beast, not the woman, in this 

section. So he specified the beast as indeed the 

one, “which has the seven heads (kefala;") and 
the ten horns (kevrata).” The meaning of those 

heads and horns we find here. (“The term 

Babyloµ�n…denotes the ungodly power of the end-

time”
15
). 

  2. (vs. 8) Here is an enigmatic 

statement leading to the wonderment of the world 

of unbelievers: “The beast that you saw was and is 

not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and 

to go to destruction. And those who dwell on the 

earth will wonder, whose name has not been 

written in the book of life from the foundation of 

the world, when they see the beast, that he was and 

is not and will come” (To; qhrivon o} ei\de" h\n [“as 
predicate to be…be, exist…Of the 

beast”
16
] kai; oujk e[stin kai; mevllei [“is used of 

purpose, certainty, compulsion or necessity. It is 

rendered simply by ‘shall’ or ‘should’ {which 

frequently represent elsewhere part of the future 

tense of the verb}”
17
] ajnabaivnein [“lit. go up. 

ascend…of living beings…of any upward 

movement ascend, go up…W. indication of the 

place from which”
18
; “to go up, to ascend, is once 

rendered “arise’…‘rise up,’ with reference to the 

beast…A.V., ‘ascend,’ for R.V., ‘to come 

up’”
19
] ejk th'" ajbuvssou [“abyss, depth, 

underworld…abode of the qhrivon, the 

Antichrist”
20
; “bottomless {from a, intensive, and 

bussos, a depth; akin to bathus, deep; Eng., bath}, 
is used as a noun denoting the abyss {A.V., 

‘bottomless pit’}. It describes an immeasurable 

depth, the underworld, the lower regions, the abyss 

of Sheol. In Rom. 10:7, quoted from Deut. 30:13, 

the abyss {the abode of the lost dead} is 

substituted for the sea {the change in the quotation 

is due to the facts of the Death and Resurrection of 

Christ}; the A.V. has ‘deep’ here and in Luke 
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8:31; the reference is to the lower regions as the 

abode of demons, out of which they can be let 

loose”
21
; “Rare old word common in LXX from 

a…privative and baqu"…{deep}. So bottomless 

place {supply cwra…}. The deep sea in Gen. 1:2; 

7:11. The common receptacle of the dead in Rom. 

10:7 and especially the abode of demons”
22
; “‘The 

wild beast comes out of the abyss’ of 9:1f. He 

reappears in 13:1; 17:8.”
23
] kai; eij" [“markers of 

result, with the probable implication of a 

preceding process - ‘with the result that, so that as 

a result, to cause.’…eij" marks a resulting event or 

state…‘and he goes to destruction’”
24
; “to indicate 

the goal…when it is a state of being, w. verbs of 

going, coming, leading, etc., used in a fig. 

sense”
25
] ajpwvleian [“destruction…intrans. the 

destruction that one experiences, annihilation both 

complete and in process, ruin…Esp. of eternal 

destruction as punishment for the wicked…go to 

destr.”
26
; “indicating loss of well–being, not of 

being, is used…of persons, signifying their 

spiritual and eternal perdition…of the Beast, the 

final head of the revived Roman Empire”
27
; “Rare 

in secular Greek, this means … ‘destruction’ … 

‘ruin’ … ‘perishing’ … ‘loss’ … Eternal 

destruction is signified”
28
] uJpavgei [“to undergo a 

significant change - ‘to undergo, to go to.’…‘and 

he goes to destruction’ or ‘he is destroyed’ Re 

17.8. It is also possible to interpret uJpavgw in Re 
17.8 as ‘to experience a state’…and there may be 

in the context of Re 17.8 some aspect of 

movement”
29
; “go away, withdraw, go…go {in a 

certain direction} w. the goal indicated by eij" w. 
the acc…Fig.”

30
; “to go away or to go slowly 

away, to depart, withdraw oneself, often with the 

idea of going without noise or 

notice”
31
] kai; qaumasqhvsontai [“wonder, be 
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amazed”
32
] oiJ katoikou'nte" [“intrans. live, 

dwell, reside, settle {down}…. the place indicated 

by…w. eij" and acc…live on the earth”33; “{oiJ 
katoikounte" ejpi th" gh"…}. Present active 

articular participle of katoikew…‘an Apocalyptic 

formula’ {Swete} for the non-Christian 

world”
34
] ejpi; th'" gh'" w|n ouj gevgraptai [“write

…w. ref. to the content…write down, record…of 

the book of life”
35
] to; o[noma [“name, of proper 

names…used w. verbs…Pass. w. the name in the 

nom.”
36
] ejpi; to; biblivon [“book, scroll…book of 

life”
37
; “it denotes a scroll or a small book”

38
; 

“béŒblos teµ�s zoµeµ�s...based on the OT truth that the 
righteous are written in God’s book”

39
; 

“Revelation is not legalistic, for the names of 

believers are in the book of life from all 

eternity”
40
] th'" zwh'" [“of the supernatural life 

belonging to God and Christ, which the believers 

will receive in the future, but which they also 

enjoy here and now…The discussion now turns 

naturally to the life of the believers, which 

proceeds fr. God and Christ…z...is used of life in 
the blessed period of final consummation…The 

references to future glory include the foll. 

concepts: bivblo" or biblivon {th'"} zwh'"”41; “God 
sovereignly ordains to eternal 

life”
42
] ajpo; katabolh'" [“foundation, 

beginning…Esp. 

katabolh; kovsmou..ajpo; katabolh'" kovsmou from 
the foundation of the world”

43
; “lit., a casting 

down, is used…of a foundation, as that which is 

laid down, or in the sense of founding; 

metaphorically…‘from the foundation of the 

world’”
44
] kovsmou [“in philosoph. usage the 

world as the sum total of everything here and now, 

the {orderly} universe…ajpo; katabolh'" kovsmou 
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from the beginning of the 

world”
45
] blepovntwn [“see, look {at}…lit. of the 

activity of the eyes…w. acc of what is seen…the 

beast”
46
] to; qhrivon o{ti [“that…after verbs that 

denote mental or sense perception, or the 

transmission of such perception, or an act of the 

mind, to indicate the content of what is said, 

etc…Very oft. the subj. of the o{ti-clause is drawn 
into the main clause, and becomes the object of 

the latter”
47
] h\n [“imperfect…is…taken as 

progressive after a causal o{ti, following a 

common 

idiom”
48
] kai; oujk e[stin kai; parevstai [“be 

present…of pers.”
49
]). 

 Even with the angel’s explanation in the 

form of a revelation from God, we still have a 

sufficient challenge to grasp what parts of what he 

said mean. We begin immediately with just such a 

challenge: “The beast that you saw was and is 

not.” Essentially the beast is the antichrist, even 

though he is inextricably linked with the nations of 

the world over which he rules. How can it be said 

of the antichrist that he was (h\n “to…exist”50) in 
existence on earth, “and” now “is not.” Yet he is 

not finished, but rather, “is about to come up out 

of the abyss (ajbuvssou),” literally, “a place whose 
depth cannot be measured, and so it came to be 

known as the bottomless pit.”
51
 

 On 11:7 which reads, “And when they 

have finished their testimony, the beast that comes 

up out of the abyss will make war with them, and 

overcome them and kill them,” we said, “We do 

not see this man of sin, the antichrist, as arising 

physically from the place of torment for the 

unbelieving dead, that is, not from the abyss in a 

technical sense, but rather that the origin of the 

blueprint for his life and work is Satanic who is 

closely associated with the abyss for which the sea 

likely stood in Rev. 13:1. Paul said that his 

‘coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 

with all power and signs and false wonders, and 
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with all the deception of wickedness for those who 

perish’ (2Th. 2:9b-10a).” 

 A. T. Robertson takes the meaning here as 

“one of the” ancient “emperors” of Rome “who 

died” and “is going to come to life again.”
52
 He 

does not see this happening either literally or in 

our future, but rather apparently he accepts the 

idea of “Most interpreters” who “see here an 

allusion to the ‘Nero redivivus’ expectancy 

realized in Domitian, who was ruling when John 

wrote and who was called Nero redivivus.”
53
 In a 

similar vein, Zane Hodges thinks the seven heads 

of the beast of Rev. 13:1 are “Augustus, Tiberius, 

Caligula, Claudius … Nero … Galba … (and) 

Otho.”
54
 He believes that after the beast’s or 

antichrist’s fatal wound was healed, that Satan 

called up one of these former rulers of the original 

Roman empire, likely the great Augustus Caesar,
55
 

from the pit and merged his personality with the 

original personality of the antichrist. This would 

lead the marveling of the people of the world in 

this verse, but there are several problems with this 

concept. First, it clearly would be a case of 

reincarnation, something that Christianity has 

denied throughout the centuries. Second, it would 

mean that someone literally escaped the pit of 

destruction to live again on earth and to wreak 

havoc, something which seems to contradict the 

milieu of the story of the rich man in Hades or the 

pit if you please of Lk. 16:19-31, where we are 

told that the request by the rich man that Lazarus 

come with water from “the tip of his finger” to 

“cool” his “tongue” could not be honored because 

“there is a great chasm fixed, in order that those 

who wish to come over from here to you may not 

be able, and that none may cross over from there 

to us.” Also the rich man’s request that Lazarus go 

back to earth to warn his brothers was also denied 

on account of the adequacy of God’s word, which 

they possessed. The rich man never even broached 

the subject of whether or not he might be able to 

return to warn his bothers. It apparently was self-

evident to him that this was not a possibility. 

Moreover, we learn from Jude with regard to 

certain OT angels who sinned that when they were 
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cast into the pit they are said to be, “kept in eternal 

bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great 

day” (Jude 6). There was no possibility of even a 

temporary escape for them. How would there be 

for an evil man? It does not seem to fit. Therefore 

we do not accept the notion of Augustus Caesar 

come again in a merged personality with the 

antichrist in his body. Admittedly, all our 

arguments here fall short of proof. 

 So we must find another explanation for 

the fact that the beast “was and is not, and is about 

to come up out of the abyss.” Dr. Constable says 

that “the angel referred to his resuscitation of a 

formerly dead nation,”
56
 that is, the Roman 

Empire, as he did on Rev. 13:3. But it is probably 

to see it as simply an allusion to “the supernatural 

survival and revival of both the world ruler and his 

empire,”
57
 after the fatal wound was inflicted on 

the antichrist in 13:3 from which he supernaturally 

recovered, narrowly escaping death. Of course, in 

spite of this stupendous event, the antichrist will 

still merely “go (uJpavgei ‘to undergo a significant 
change - ‘to undergo, to go to’

58
) to destruction 

(ajpwvleian),” that of eternity in the lake of fire 
(Rev. 19:20). 

 Now those who might be expected to be 

amazed, “those who dwell on the earth,” “The 

non-Christian world - an Apocalyptic formula,”
59
 

are amazed and “wonder.” They are further 

described as if an individual were in view, as one 

“whose name has not been written in the book of 

life from the foundation of the world.” Clearly 

these people who are not among the elect. That 

should be clear enough anyway on account of the 

fact that they have apparently taken the mark of 

the beast (Rev. 16:2). Obviously the reason for the 

amazement is simply the supernatural event that 

the antichrist “was and is not and will come.” 

Constable places the timing of the resuscitation “at 

the middle of the Tribulation.”
60
 

 B. The angel began to explain the meaning 

of the woman and the beast (17:9-12). 

  1. (vs. 9) Understanding this is 

based on wisdom: “Here is the mind which has 

wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on 
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which the woman sits” (w|de [“{oJpou - ejp! 
aujtwn…}. ‘Where—upon them.’ Pleonasm like 

oJpou - ejkei…in 12:6.”
61
; “adv. of o{de, in our lit. 

adv. of place…here in the sense in this place…w. 

the local mng. weakened in this case, at this point, 

on this occasion, under these circumstances62”; 

“an adverb signifying…here {of place}…The 

word is used metaphorically in the sense of in this 

circumstance, or connection”
63
] oJ nou'" [“the 

understanding, the mind as the faculty of 

thinking…here is {i.e. this calls for a mind with 

wisdom…”
64
}; “‘understanding’; in this sense it is 

the faculty of knowledge whether as state or act. 

Thus the nouŒs understands the OT in Lk. 24:45 
and penetrates secrets”

65
; “mind, denotes, 

speaking generally, the seat of reflective 

consciousness, comprising the faculties of 

perception and understanding, and those of 

feeling, judging and determining…it denotes…the 

faculty of knowing, the seat of the 

understanding”
66
; “Here is the intelligence which 

has wisdom {Charles}.”
67
] oJ e[cwn [“Another 

view is that participation means mystical 

possession. Rev. 8:9 attributes having psycheµ� to 
sea creatures, and Rev. 13:18 uses the noun eŒchein 
for having understanding”

68
; “act. trans…have as 

one’s own, possess…of all conditions of body and 

soul…gener. of conditions, characteristics, 

capabilities, emotions, inner 

possession”
69
] sofivan [“{spiritual} wisdom”

70
; 

“esoteric 

knowledge”
71
] AiJ eJpta; kefalai; eJpta; [“Seven 

is a very important number in Revelation…The 

individual references are influenced by the various 

motifs that are suggested by the apocalyptic 

tradition and the historical situation; cf. the 

mythical heads of the beast and their relation to 

                                                 
61Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

62Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

63Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

64Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

65Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

66Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

67Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

68Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

69Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

70Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

71Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

the seven hills of Rome”
72
] o[rh [“Revelation also 

uses oŒros for the seven hills on which the woman 

is seated. These are probably not the seven hills of 

Rome in any specific sense, since Babylon 

represents secular power and culture in a more 

general way, and the number seven denotes this 

totality. The world {cf. 1 Jn. 2:16} is enthroned on 

all the world powers, the hills, and antichrist, the 

beast, has the nature of these powers”
73
; “Rome 

was known as the city on seven hills {Vergil, 

Horace, Ovid, Cicero, etc.}.”
74
; “mountain, hill”

75
; 

“is used…symbolically, of a series of the imperial 

potentates of the Roman Dominion, past and 

future”
76
] eijsivn o{pou [“particle denoting 

place…that can also take on causal and temporal 

mng…lit., part. denoting place…where…used in 

connection w. a designation of place, w. ind. 

foll…On the pleonastic use of the pers. pron. after 

o{pou…o[p. hJ gunh; kavqhtai ejp! aujtw'n”77] hJ gun
h; [“this verse {vs. 18, ed.} demonstrates that the 

woman is the city of Rome ‘which reigneth {hJ 
ejcousa basileian…the one having a kingdom} 

over the kings of the earth {ejpi twn basilewn th" 
gh"…}.’ Rome followed Babylon, and other cities 

may follow in their 

train.”
78
] kavqhtai [“sit…lit…w. the place 

indicated by an adv. of 

place”
79
] ejp! aujtw'n kai; basilei'" eJptav [“emper

ors”
80
] eijsin).  

 It appears likely that the angel anticipates 

the likelihood that what he says here will be 

misunderstood. In order to grasp what he is saying 

will require “the mind (nou'" ‘the 
understanding…the mind as the faculty of 

thinking’
81
)” which has divine “wisdom 

(sofivan ‘esoteric knowledge,’
82
 i.e., revealed 

information).” “Evidently many would incorrectly 

identify these seven heads. Indeed various writers 
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have suggested a multitude of different 

interpretations (Certainly not all can be correct! 

ed.). The most popular of these include seven 

Roman emperors, (and) the seven hills of 

Rome.”
83
 The latter one can easily understand 

because the next line says, “The seven heads are 

seven mountains on which the woman sits,” and 

“Rome was known as the city on seven hills 

(Vergil, Horace, Ovid, Cicero, etc.).”
84
 

 However it is important to realize that, 

“Verses 9-11 are an exposition or clarification of 

verse 8.”
85
 John receives the explanation as to 

what the seven mountains stand for. This fits 

nicely in light of the fact that, “In the Bible a 

mountain is a symbol of a prominent government 

(cf. Ps. 30:7; 68:15-16; Isa. 2:2; 41:15; Jer. 51:25; 

Dan. 2:35, 44; Hab. 3:6, 10; Zech. 4:7).”
86
 The 

woman apparently exercises authority over the 

mountains and cannot therefore be identified with 

them. Perhaps part of the need for wisdom here is 

the challenge of grasping the “double meaning of 

the mountains (i.e., as individuals and 

kingdoms).”
87
 

  2. (vs. 10) Here is a detailed 

explanation of the order of the kings in view: “and 

they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the 

other has not yet come; and when he comes, he 

must remain a little while” (oiJ [“as the definite 
article, the…Adjectives become substantives by 

the addition of the art…The art. w. numerals 

indicates, as in class…that a part of a number 

already known is being mentioned…five of them. . 

. one. . . the last one”
88
] pevnte [“the beast 

survives the loss of five heads.”
89
] e[pesan [“to 

cease to exist in a particular post or position - ‘to 

cease, to come to an end, to fall.’…‘the five 

{kings} came to an end’”
90
; “fig. and symbol…of 

persons…fall, perish…the five have perished, 

disappeared, passed from the 

scene”
91
] oJ ei|" [“Special 

combinations…oJ ei|". . . oJ e{tero" the one. . . the 
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other”
92
] e[stin oJ a[llo" [“adj. and 

subst…other…used correlatively in 

contrast…oiJ pevnte—oJ ei|"—oJ a[llo"=the last 

one”
93
] ou[pw [“adv. of time…not yet”

94
; “the 

aorist indicative with oujpw…with a future 

outlook”
95
] h\lqen kai; o{tan e[lqh/ ojlivgon [“The 

neut. ojlivgon in adverbial expressions…ojlivgon a 
little of distance, etc…Of time”

96
; “R.V., ‘a little 

while’ {A.V., ‘a short 

space’}”
97
] aujto;n dei' mei'nai [“intr. remain, 

stay…remain, last, persist, continue to live…of 

pers…Pregnant remain {alive}, be alive”
98
]). 

 Here we are plainly told that the mountains 

“are seven kings,” not literal hills or mountains on 

which a city sits. So the literal city of Rome cannot 

be in view even if it is some what in the 

background here. Of these seven, “five have 

fallen.” What five kings are in view? Walvoord 

understanding this in connection with the Roman 

Empire only says that, “John was writing from his 

point of view in which five prominent kings of the 

Roman Empire had already come and gone, and 

one was then on the throne (probably Domitian 

[81-96 AD, though Hodges says Galba, 68-96 AD, 

ed.], who caused the persecution which put John 

on the island of Patmos).”
99
 The five apparently 

would have been “Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, 

Claudius, Nero.”
100

 Whichever one was ruling 

while John was on the Island of Patmos is long 

since gone and the seventh is still to come. Dr. 

Sellers along with Dr. Constable sees the “seven 

successive kingdoms,” of the world in view here, 

not mere “rulers” as such. If so, then the kingdoms 

are “Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, 

Rome, and then the revived Roman Empire.” That 

is possible, but naming which world kingdoms 

might be in view before Babylon is somewhat 

tenuous. (Hear Dr. Sellers’ his tape on Rev. 13:1-

10.) Dr. Constable thinks the first kingdom here 

might be, “The Old Babylonian Empire (Gen. 
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10:8-10)”
101

 instead of Egypt, but he accepts 

Egypt. The seventh king and thus kingdom would 

be the antichrist and the revived Roman Empire. 

However we see it, we end up at the same place 

with this final scenario just mentioned. 

 One consideration for accepting the seven 

kingdoms of world history view is that the woman 

who rides the beast represents Babylon, which is 

traced to the beginning of world history following 

the flood at the tower of Babel. She stands for the 

evils of the totality of world history since then. 

This would match up nicely with the notion of the 

seven nations of world history during 

approximately that same corresponding span of 

time going back long before Rome came on then 

scene. However, Daniel’s fourth beast representing 

the Roman empire is a mongrel including features 

of the previous three world empires. Certain 

features of this sort come out in the beast of Rev. 

13:2 as well, but these do not go back quite as far 

as Egypt and Assyria. 

  3. (vs. 11) The beast arises out of 

the seven kings, but is the eighth as it were as 

well: “And the beast which was and is not, is 

himself also an eighth, and is one of the seven, and 

he goes to destruction” (kai; to; qhrivon [“lit…of 

animal-like beings of a supernatural kind…The 

‘beasts’ or ‘animals’ of 

Rv”
102

] o} h\n kai; oujk e[stin kai; aujto;" [“self, 
intensive, setting the individual off fr. everything 

else, emphasizing and contrasting; used in all 

pers., genders, and numbers…differentiating fr. 

other subjects or pointing out a contrast w. 

them…he is the eighth”
103

] o[gdoo" [“the 
eighth”

104
] ejstin kai; ejk tw'n eJptav ejstin kai; eij

" [“to indicate the goal…when it is a state of 

being, w. verbs of going, coming, leading, etc., 

used in a fig. sense”
105

] ajpwvleian [“intrans. the 
destruction that one experiences, annihilation both 

complete and in process, ruin…Esp. of eternal 

destruction as punishment for the wicked…go to 

destr.”
106

; “Eternal destruction is 
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signified”
107

] uJpavge [“go {in a certain direction} 
w. the goal indicated by eij" w. the acc…Fig.”

108
]). 

 Here we discover that “the beast which 

was and is not,” that is, the antichrist, “is himself 

also an eighth, and is one of the seven.” The 

meaning must be that the kingdom he represents, 

essentially the Roman empire, which would be 

why he is one of the seven, not that he is literally 

one of those kings, but his kingdom is the same 

because it is revived. However, it is revived only 

for a while, for soon “he goes to destruction 

(ajpwvleian),” i.e., the lake of fire, as we saw in vs. 
8. That marks the end of his kingdom, the revived 

Roman empire as well. “Jesus Christ will destroy 

the beast and his (eighth) kingdom when He 

returns to the earth. It will not just fall as the other 

major empires did.”
109

 See Revelation 19. 

  4. (vs. 12) Ten kings are said to 

rule with the beast for a short period of time: “And 

the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, who 

have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive 

authority as kings with the beast for one hour” 

(Kai; ta; devka kevrata [“horn…lit., in the 

description of the apocal. 

beasts”
110

] a} ei\de" devka basilei'" eijsin oi{tine"
 basileivan [“kingship, royal power, royal rule, 
kingdom…without dat.”

111
; “Earthly kingdoms 

correspond to earthly kings. Sometimes the 

reference is plainly to kingly 

dignity”
112

] ou[pw [“adv. of time…not 

yet”
113

] e[labon ajlla; ejxousivan [“It is…the 

power of kings”
114

; “the power exercised by rulers 

or others in high position by virtue of their 

office…ruling power, official 

power”
115

] wJ" basilei'" mivan w{ran [“hour…as a 

{short} space of time…a short period of time…for 

a very short time”
116

; “for a short 

time”
117

] lambavnousin meta; tou' qhrivou). 
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 The “ten horns (kevrata)” each symbolic of 

strength stand for “ten kings,” just as the verse 

plainly states. “The specific identity of the 10 

horns (other kings but without kingdoms when 

John wrote) is not yet clear.”
118

 They are 

apparently future authorities who, “are 

contemporaneous kings who are heads of the 

countries which will form the original alliance in 

the Middle East that will support the future world 

ruler.”
119

 Obviously when John was living they 

had “not yet received a kingdom, but they” would 

eventually “receive authority as kings with the 

beast for one hour (w{ran),” a term that is 

figurative meaning, “for a very short time.”
120

 

 Daniel also talked about ten kings with 

reference to the same period of time in Dan. 7:7-8; 

23-24. There the little horn, the antichrist who 

comes, treats these kings rather ruthlessly, pulling 

out three of the horns by the roots as he does what 

he wants to do. 

 C. The angel made reference to the unity of 

evil at that time (17:13). 

  1. (vs. 13) This unity is what makes 

the evil of the end of the tribulation so 

intimidating: “These have one purpose and they 

give their power and authority to the beast” 

(ou|toi mivan gnwvmhn [“that which is purposed or 
intended, with the implication of judgment or 

resolve - ‘purpose, intention.’…‘these have the 

same purpose’”
121

; “purpose, intention, mind”
122

; 

“connected with ginoµskoµ, to know, perceive, firstly 
means the faculty of knowledge, reason; then, that 

which is thought or known, one’s mind. Under this 

heading there are various meanings…a view, 

judgment, opinion”
123

; “A first meaning is 

‘disposition,’ ‘will,’ 

‘mind’”
124

] e[cousinkai; th;n duvnamin kai; ejxousiv
an [“denotes authority {from the impersonal verb 

exesti, ‘it is lawful’}. From the meaning of leave 

or permission, or liberty of doing as one pleases, it 

passed to that of the ability or strength with which 

one is endued, then to that of the power of 
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authority, the right to exercise power…or the 

power of rule or government, the power of one 

whose will and commands must be obeyed by 

others, 

e.g.”
125

]  aujtw'n tw'/ qhrivw/ didovasin [“Just as the 
dragon gave both power and authority to the beast 

{13:2}, so they are wholly at the service of the 

beast.”
126

]). 

 Nevertheless in the end these people, at 

least whoever is left of them in office, yield fully 

to the antichrist and his power in a single coalition 

of power. Thus they have “one purpose 

(gnwvmhn),” or intention “with the implication of 

judgment or resolve.”
127

 The antichrist and his 

personnel are not without organizational and 

administrative skills of the highest order. The 

subordinate kings “give their power (duvnamin) and 
authority (ejxousivan ‘the power of one whose will 
and commands must be obeyed by others’

128
) to 

the beast,” ironically received his “power” and 

“authority” directly from the dragon, Satan 

himself. 

 

III Conc. 

 No doubt at this power in the career of the 

antichrist and those yielding to his authority, 

things seemed hopeful insofar as the future was 

concerned of achieving their desired goal of a 

world wide empire wherein peace on earth would 

prevail with God having been expelled. Alas, it 

was not to be. It would be only a very short while 

before the whole thing fell to pieces and all these 

wicked rebels would be crushed on earth and 

punished in hell. 
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