
I Intro. (Oct. 2, 2005) 

 As was mentioned before, we now 

approach the coming judgment of Babylon. First, 

an angel enjoined John to come with him to see 

the judgment for this harlot (Rev. 17:1-2). So in a 

desert John saw this woman, the harlot, riding a 

beast (17:3-5). Finally, he noticed the drunken 

condition of this woman (17:6). 

From our previous message we recall: 

“‘The fall of Babylon is the central teaching of 

the seventh bowl. It is an event already 

announced in 14:8 and prefigured in the harvest 

and vintage of 14:14-20.’
1
 We note that there the 

description was proleptic within its context.” 

“Many believe that chapter 17 describes religious 

Babylon and chapter 18 the commercial aspect.”
2
 

Ryrie holds this view of the two chapters (Cf. his 

Study Bible notes on Revelation.). 

 

II The Opening Phase of the Judgment of Babylon 

(17:1-6). 

 A. An angel enjoined John to come with 

him to see the judgment of this harlot (Rev. 17:1-

2). 

  1. (vs. 1) This was one of the 

angels who poured out one of the bowls: “And one 

of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came 

and spoke with me, saying, ‘Come here, I shall 

show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits 

on many waters’” (Kai; h\lqen [“come…lit…of 

pers…Single forms of e[. are used w. other verbs to 
denote that a person, in order to do someth., must 

first come to a certain place: in parataxis 
e[rcetai kaiv, h\lqen kaiv 
etc.”

3
] ei|" ejk tw'n eJpta; ajggevlwn tw'n ejcovntwn 

ta;" eJpta; fiavla" [“Eng., phial, denotes a 

bowl…the word is suggestive of rapidity in the 

emptying of the contents.”
4
] kai; ejlavlhsen [“of 

pers…speak…The pers. to whom or with whom 

one is speaking is mentioned in various ways: in 

the dat. l. tiniv speak to or with someone…by 

metav and the 

gen.”
5
] met! ejmou' levgwn deu'ro [“adv…of place 
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come, come here…Foll. by 1 pers. aor. subj.”
6
; 

“hither, here, is used {sometimes with verbs of 

motion} in the singular number, in calling a 

person to come”
7
] deivxw [“show…point out, 

show, make known tiniv ti or tina someth. or 

someone to someone…lit…Of apocalyptic 

visions”
8
] soi to; krivma [“judicial 

verdict…mostly in an unfavorable sense, of the 

sentence of condemnation, also of the 

condemnation and the subsequent punishment 

itself…the condemnation and punishment of the 

harlot”
9
] th'" [“as the definite article, the…w. 

noun…Adjectives {or participles}, when they 

modify nouns that have the art., also come either 

betw. the art. and noun…Double 

modifier”
10
] povrnh" [“prostitute, harlot…fig…as 

the designation of a government that is hostile to 

God and his people”
11
; “a prostitute, harlot {from 

perneµmi, to sell}, is used…metaphorically, of 

mystic Babylon”
12
; “In 17-19 poµrneµ and porneuŒoµ 

are comprehensive terms for the degeneracy of the 

world power. Like a city harlot of the day, it bears 

its name on a headband, and the name declares its 

nature {17:5}. The nations seek its favors {18:3,9} 

and ape its customs. Above all, it is poŒrneµ as the 
center of paganism with its harlot-like apostasy 

from 

God.”
13
] th'" megavlh" th'" kaqhmevnh" ejpi; uJdavt

wn [“Babylon got its wealth by means of the 

Euphrates and the numerous canals for irrigation. 

Rome does not have such a system of canals, but 

this item is taken and applied to the New Babylon 

in 17:15.”
14
; “water…lit., as an element…of 

waters gener., or not more exactly defined”
15
; “the 

waters are symbolic of nations, peoples, etc.”
16
; 

“The harlot is enthroned on many waters in 17:1, 

the waters being the 
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nations.”
17
] pollw'n [“positive much, many…adj., 

preceding or following a noun…used w. a noun 

{or ptc. or adj. used subst.} in the pl…many, 

large, great, extensive, plentiful…u{data pollav 
much water, many waters”

18
]). 

In Rev. 16:19 John told us that with the 

seventh angel’s pouring out of his bowl, “Babylon 

the great was remembered before God, to give her 

the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.” That is 

the specific reference that connects this pericope 

with the previous. For here in chapters 17-18 that 

expression of His fierce wrath is described. 

 John tells us, “And one of the seven angels 

who had the seven bowls came” to him. Now 

these are the same seven angels who were 

introduced in 15:1, but who did not begin their 

work until 16:1, when the divine voice said, “Go 

and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God 

into the earth.” Now they have finished that work 

with the final expression of God’s wrath being 

poured forth by the seventh angel upon the air in 

16:17, but that does not mean that they are now 

left with nothing to do. God still has a place for 

them to serve, as is the case in 21:9 as well, “And 

one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 

full of the seven last plagues, came and spoke with 

me, saying, ‘Come here, I shall show you the 

bride, the wife of the Lamb.’” “There is similarity 

between this angel’s invitation to John and the one 

in 21:9. This is the first of many clues that the 

New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5) is the divine 

counterpart of humanistic Babylon.”
19
 We do not 

know which ones of the seven angels these are. 

Clearly angels have much to do with judgment 

during the tribulation period, but their primary 

focus in the church age, our age, is to, “render 

service for the sake of those who will inherit 

salvation” (Hb. 1:14). Of course, angels also serve 

believers in the tribulation period, just as this one 

served John.  

At the delegation of God this angel “came 

and spoke with,” John, “saying, ‘Come here 

(deu'ro either an interjection or adv.) and I shall 
show (deivxw “point out…make known”

20
) you the 

judgment (krivma “of the condemnation and the 
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subsequent punishment itself”
21
; The judgment 

here is equal to “wrath” of 15:1, and is temporal, 

though final.) of the great harlot (povrnh" the word 
from which we get our word pornography) who 

sits on many waters.” The fact that this person is 

called a harlot or “prostitute”
22
 is the “designation 

of a government that is hostile to God and his 

people,”
23
 and the term is used “metaphorically, of 

mystic Babylon”
24
 and further points to “the 

degeneracy of the world power and has reference 

to the “center of paganism with its harlot-like 

apostasy from God.”
25
 The worst form of harlotry 

or prostitution is spiritual. This occurs when 

people created by God, for a price, for something 

in exchange, bow in worship to false gods, which 

is idolatry. This, God cannot and will not 

countenance. Rather, He will judge it. That 

judgment is described here in these chapters 17-

18. 

 Of course, we know from vs. 5, as well as 

14:8 and 16:19 that the woman stands for 

Babylon. In the latter reference, we presented the 

view that Babylon will be rebuilt as a literal city 

and will be literally destroyed in the tribulation 

period. We also noted there that Babylon is 

nevertheless symbolic for the world’s system of 

rebellion against God in bowing the knee to false 

gods. 

 Dr. Walvoord has this most excellent 

summary statement on Babylon as the source of 

false religions: 

“The Bible is full of information 

about Babylon as the source of false 

religion, the record beginning with the 

building of the tower of Babel (Gen. 10-

11). The name ‘Babel’ suggests 

‘confusion’ (Gen. 11:9). Later the name 

was applied to the city of Babylon which 

itself has a long history dating back to as 

early as 3,000 years before Christ. One of 

its famous rulers was Hammurabi (1728-

1686 B.C.). After a period of decline 

Babylon again rose to great heights under 
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Nebuchadnezzar about 600 years before 

Christ. Nebuchadnezzar’s reign (605-562 

B.C.) and the subsequent history of 

Babylon is the background of the Book of 

Daniel. 

Babylon was important not only 

politically but also religiously. Nimrod, 

who founded Babylon (Gen. 10:8-12), had 

a wife known as Semiramis who founded 

the secret religious rites of the Babylonian 

mysteries, according to accounts outside 

the Bible. Semiramis had a son with an 

alleged miraculous conception who was 

given the name Tammuz and in effect was 

a false fulfillment of the promise of the 

seed of the woman given to Eve (Gen. 

3:15). 

Various religious practices were 

observed in connection with this false 

Babylonian religion, including recognition 

of the mother and child as God and of 

creating an order of virgins who became 

religious prostitutes. Tammuz, according 

to the tradition, was killed by a wild animal 

and then restored to life, a satanic 

anticipation and counterfeit of Christ’s 

resurrection. Scripture condemns this false 

religion repeatedly (Jer. 7:18; 44:17-19, 

25; Ezek. 8:14). The worship of Baal is 

related to the worship of Tammuz. 

After the Persians took over 

Babylon in 539 B.C., they discouraged the 

continuation of the mystery religions of 

Babylon. Subsequently the Babylonian 

cultists moved to Pergamum (or Pergamos) 

where one of the seven churches of Asia 

Minor was located (cf. Rev. 2:12-17). 

Crowns in the shape of a fish head were 

worn by the chief priests of the Babylonian 

cult to honor the fish god. The crowns bore 

the words ‘Keeper of the Bridge,’ symbolic 

of the ‘bridge’ between man and Satan. 

This handle was adopted by the Roman 

emperors, who used the Latin title Pontifex 

Maximus, which means ‘Major Keeper of 

the Bridge.’ And the same title was later 

used by the bishop of Rome. The pope 

today is often called the pontiff, which 

comes from pontifex. When the teachers of 

the Babylonian mystery religions later 

moved from Pergamum to Rome, they 

were influential in paganizing Christianity 

and were the source of many so-called 

religious rites which have crept into 

ritualistic churches. Babylon then is the 

symbol of apostasy and blasphemous 

substitution of idol-worship for the 

worship of God in Christ. In this passage 

Babylon comes to its final judgment.”
26
 

 Some believe that the origins of idolatry 

beginning at the tower of Babel proceeded through 

history in various countries following a pattern 

something like this: 

“Babylon: Semiramis and Tammuz (BAAL) 

China: Shing Moo (Holy Mother) 

Greece: Aphrodite (goddess) ‘The Mediatrix’ 

India: Devaki (goddess) Crishna (child) 

Rome: Venus (goddess) Jupiter (child) 

Ephesus: Diana (the mother of gods identified 

with Semiramis) 

Egypt: Isis (goddess mother) Horus (child) 

Scandinavia: Disa Pictured with a child 

Israel: Ashtaroth (goddess) Baal (child) (Judges 

2:13)”
27
 

 Doubtless, there is some truth in that even 

if it does not reflect exactly what happened in 

history. 

 We learn further that the great harlot “sits 

on many waters,” but we find her in vs. 3 “sitting 

on a scarlet beast.” This unusual contrast 

prompted Dr. Constable to say, “It is probably 

better to translate epi as ‘beside’ rather than ‘on’ 

many waters since she sits astride the beast (vs. 3). 

Evidently the beast and she were on the shore in 

John’s vision (cf. John 21:1).”
28
 This probably 

should not be pressed because of the figurative 

nature of the language. For in Rev. 17:15, we learn 

that the waters are the people living at that time, 

and “not a specific geographical site.”
29
 Clearly 

there is a very close identification between the 

woman and the people. In fact, as we have seen, 

some have said that she effectively stands for the 

people and their system living in rebellion against 

God at that time. 
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 This connection of the woman with the 

waters also reminds us, “that literal Babylon stood 

beside many waters; it was built on a network of 

canals (Jer. 51:13).”
30
 In that passage of Jer. 51:13, 

her judgment is predicted: “O you who dwell by 

many waters, abundant in treasures, your end has 

come, the measure of your end.” “By many 

waters” means literally “near the Euphrates 

River”
31
 where the ancient city was located, and 

likely where the new one will be constructed if 

indeed it is ever rebuilt. 

  2. (vs. 2) This verse introduces the 

nature of the leadership of the world with the 

woman: “with whom the kings of the earth 

committed acts of immorality, and those who 

dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine 

of her immorality” (meq! [“with genitive: 

with…denoting the company within which 

someth. takes place…The fact that the activity or 

experience took place in the company of others 

can also be made clear by the influence which two 

opposite parties exert upon each other or together, 

or, on the other hand, by which one party brings 

the other to adopt a corresponding, and therefore 

common attitude…in friendly, or at least not in 

hostile, fashion…those who commit adultery with 

her”
32
] h|" ejpovrneusan [“to prostitute, practice 

prostitution or sexual immorality gener…fig…in 

the sense ‘practice 

idolatry’”
33
] oiJ basilei'" th'" gh'" kai; ejmequvsqh

san [“cause to become intoxicated; in our lit. only 

pass…get drunk, become intoxicated oi[nw/ with 

wine…drink freely, be drunk”
34
; “signifies to be 

drunk with wine {from methu, mulled wine; hence 

Eng., mead, honey–wine; originally it denoted 

simply a pleasant drink}…metaphorically, of the 

effect upon men of partaking of the abominations 

of the Babylonish system, Rev. 17:2; of being in a 

state of mental intoxication, through the shedding 

of men’s blood profusely”
35
; “figurative use…the 

dwellers on earth are drunk with the wine of 

fornication {idolatry}”
36
; This is from WP on Rev. 
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14:8 - “The remarkable phrase that follows seems 

based on Jer. 51:8 {25:15}. It is a combination 

also of Rev. 14:10 {the wine of God’s wrath, also 

in 16:19; 19:15} and 17:2. There is no doubt of the 

dissoluteness of the old Babylon of Jeremiah’s day 

as of the Rome of John’s time. Rome is pictured 

as the great courtesan who intoxicates and 

beguiles the nations to fornication {17:2, 4, 6}, but 

the cup of God’s wrath for her and her paramours 

is full {14:10; 16:19; 

18:2}.”
37
] oiJ katoikou'nte" [“properly signifies 

to settle down in a dwelling, to dwell fixedly in a 

place. Besides its literal sense, it is used 

of…‘inhabitants’”
38
; “This common Greek word 

means ‘to dwell.’…stock phrases ‘dwell upon 

earth’ and ‘inhabit the earth’”
39
; “trans. inhabit ti; 

someth…the inhabitants of the 

earth”
40
] th;n gh'n ejk tou' oi[nou [“wine, normally 

the fermented juice of the grape…fig., in 

apocalyptic symbolism, of the punishments which 

God gives to the wicked to ‘drink’ like wine…Of 

Babylon the harlot”
41
; “The metaphor is rather 

different in 14:8 {cf. 17:2; 18:3}, where the wine 

is that of impure passion. But the figures merge 

into one another inasmuch as those who drink this 

wine fall victim to God’s 

wrath.”
42
] th'" porneiva" [“prostitution, 

unchastity, fornication, of every kind of unlawful 

sexual intercourse…fig., in accordance w. an OT 

symbol of apostasy fr. God, of idolatry; fr. the time 

of Hosea the relationship betw. God and his 

people was regarded as a marriage bond. This 

usage was more easily understandable because 

some Semitic and Graeco-Roman cults were at 

times connected w. sexual debauchery”
43
] aujth'"). 

 None of the world’s leadership at that time 

will have the courage ultimately to stand up 

against the harlot. Thus “the kings of the earth 

committed acts of immorality” with her. They 

were in bed with her, meaning that they were in 

league with her, in agreement with her, and were 
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controlled by the dynamics that originated with 

her, the essence of the world’s system with its lust 

of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride 

of life, as this same John put it in his first letter 

(1Jn. 2:16). Of course those so controlled are in 

reality idolaters for they bow the knee to many 

things, indeed anything, other than God. We 

caught them in chap. 13 worshiping the dragon 

and the beast. Could anything be clearer? 

 As a result of the leadership, the kings of 

the world, having gone far astray, it is not 

surprising that those under their authority likewise 

have gone astray. John describes it in this way: 

“those who dwell on the earth were made drunk 

with the wine of her immorality.” “The wine is 

that of impure passion”
44
 and it has an exhilarating 

and yet anesthetizing and controlling effect upon 

every person caught up in the seductive fire of 

rebellion against God in the mad quest for 

absolute independence from Him; a process of 

self-deification ultimately. It is Eve’s sin carried to 

its logical conclusion, but a person so anesthetized 

enjoys no protection whatsoever against the 

judgment of God, which must come. 

 The woman here in vv. 1-2 stands in stark 

contrast to the woman of chap. 12 and the bride to 

come in chaps. 19, 21-22.  
B. In a desert place John saw this woman, 

the harlot, riding a beast (17:3-5). 

  1. (vs. 3) John saw a spectacle that 

was almost beyond description: “And he carried 

me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw 

a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of 

blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten 

horns” (kai; ajphvnegken [“act…carry away, take 

away…someone or someth. to a place…Of being 

transported in or by the 

spirit”
45
] me eij" e[rhmon [“subst…desert, 

grassland, wilderness {in contrast to cultivated 

and inhabited country}”
46
] ejn [“of place…to 

indicate a very close connection…The expr. 

ejn pn. ei\nai is also used to express the idea that 
someone is under the special infl. of the spirit, 

even a demonic spirit.”
47
] pneuvmati [“The Divine 

                                                 
44Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

45Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

46Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

47Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

Spirit reveals his presence in the persons whom he 

fills, in various ways…Of the state of mind of the 

seer of the Apocalypse”
48
; “The pneuŒma gives 

visions and leads off into wonderful regions”
49
; 

“primarily denotes the wind {akin to pneoµ, to 
breathe, blow}; also breath; then, especially the 

spirit, which, like the wind, is invisible, 

immaterial and powerful. The N.T. uses of the 

word may be analysed approximately as 

follows…a 

vision”
50
] Kai; ei\don gunai'ka kaqhmevnhn [“sit…

lit…w. the place indicated by a prep…on or upon 

someth…w. acc. of place”
51
] ejpi; qhrivon [“lit…of 

animal-like beings of a supernatural kind…The 

‘beasts’ or ‘animals’ of Rv”
52
] kovkkinon [“red, 

scarlet…As the color of an apocalyptic beast or its 

covering”
53
; “Scarlet and purple denote the pomp 

of Babylon’s demonic power in Revelation. 

Arrayed in purple and scarlet, the woman sits on a 

scarlet beast {17:3-4}.”
54
; “Accusative with ejpi 

[epi] here, though genitive in verse 1. Late 
adjective {from kokko"…a parasite of the ilex 

coccifera}, a crimson tint for 

splendour”
55
] gevmonta [“be full…w. acc. of the 

thing: qhrivon gevmonta {constr. ad sensum} 

ojnovmata blasfhmiva" full of blasphemous 

names”
56
; “The beast is here personified with 

masculine participles instead of 

neuter”
57
] ojnovmata blasfhmiva" [“slander, 

defamation, blasphemy…specif…against God and 

what belongs to him…{gen. of qual.}”
58
; 

“kingship, royal power, royal rule, kingdom”
59
; 

“The opposition of the beast…and the harlot…in 

the last days is blasphemy.”
60
; “The meaning is 

made plain by the blasphemous titles assumed by 

the Roman emperors in the first and second 
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Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

50Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 
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56Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

57Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 
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centuries, as shown by the inscriptions in Ephesus, 

which have qeo"…constantly applied to them.”
61
; 

“See 13:1 for “names of blasphemy” on the seven 

heads of the beast, but here they cover the whole 

body of the 

beast”
62
] e[cwn kefala;" [“head…lit…actually of 

the head of man or beast; man…In apocal. 

presentations in connection…w. animals”
63
; 

“horn…lit., in the description of the apocal. 

beasts”
64
; “besides its natural significance, is 

used…symbolically also of the Imperial rulers of 

the Roman power, as seen in the Apocalyptic 

visions”
65
] eJpta; kai; kevrata [“Seven horns…a 

common symbol in the O.T. for strength and 

kingly power”
66
; “a horn, is used in the plural, as 

the symbol of strength…on the heads of beasts as 

symbolic of national potentates”
67
] devka).  

In order for John to see the judgment of 

this great harlot, the angel “carried” him “away in 

the Spirit into a wilderness” where she was 

located. The angel will do this again in 21:10. 

John was already “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” 

in 1:10. The original has does not distinguish 

between an upper case first letter indicating the 

Holy Spirit, and a lower case first letter indicating 

human spirit. On 1:10, where John “was in the 

Spirit on the Lord’s day” we said, “The Holy Spirit 

began to uniquely control John to such as extent 

that he in his own spirit was projected forward and 

was able to see things not actually happening in 

his experience.” Perhaps here the angel began to 

control him to such an extent that John’s spirit was 

projected outward so that he was able to see what 

was eventually to happen in the desert region. As 

A. T. Robertson says, “Probably his own spirit, 

though the Holy Spirit is possible.”
68
 Walvoord 

says it this way, “John was then taken in the Spirit 

(or better, ‘in [his] spirit,’ i.e., in a vision, not 

bodily; cf. 1:10; 4:2) to a desert where he saw the 

                                                 
61Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

62Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

63Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

64Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

65Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

66Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

67Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

68Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

woman herself.”
69
 “This wilderness may refer to 

the desert near literal Babylon, or it may anticipate 

the desolate condition of the harlot,”
70
 or perhaps 

both may be in view. 

Upon his “arrival” there, he “saw a 

woman,” yes, the harlot of vv. 1-2, “sitting on a 

scarlet beast (qhrivon kovkkinon).” Walvoord says 

that, “The beast is an obvious reference to the 

world government (13:1).”
71
 Constable says that, 

“The description of this animal is exactly the same 

as Antichrist in 13:1 except that it is scarlet here, 

probably symbolizing luxury and splendor ( cf. 

14:8-11; Isa. 1:18; Matt. 27:28-29).”
72
 There need 

be no contradiction here because the kings of the 

earth are veritably merged with their kingdoms, 

just as God is with His. To seek God’s kingdom is 

not different from seeking God (Mt. 6:33). 

“Scarlet” is “a crimson tint for splendour,”
73
 

enjoyed in connection with regal power. 

The beast was “full of blasphemous 

names.” In the 13:1 description of the beast, only 

his seven heads were said to have “blasphemous 

names,” but here apparently “they cover his 

body…the whole body politic did this dishonour 

to the Living God.”
74
 As in 13:1, we are told once 

again that the beast had “seven heads,” which, we 

are told are also, “seven mountains” in vs. 9, 

“seem to refer to prominent rulers of the yet-future 

Roman Empire,”
75
 “and ten horns,” which we are 

told in vs. 12, “are ten kings, who have not yet 

received a kingdom.” 

 2. (vs. 4) As the beast was 

described, so also was the woman: “And the 

woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, 

having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations 

and of the unclean things of her immorality” 

(kai; hJ gunh; h\n peribeblhmevnh [“Especially 
{passive} pluperfect periphrastics can be confused 

with predicate adjective participles {e.g., Rev 

17:4}.”
76
] porfurou'n [“a reddish-purple cloth 

dyed with a substance obtained from the murex 

                                                 
69Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture 

Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 

70Tom Constable. Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible. Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003. Re 17:3. 

71Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture 

Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 

72Tom Constable. Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible. Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003. Re 17:3. 

73Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

74The Apocalypse of St. John. Ed. H. B. Swete. 2d. ed. New York: The Macmillan company, 1907. Page 212. 

75Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture 

Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 

76Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament, 

(Garland, TX: Galaxie Software) 1999, c1996. 
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shellfish - ‘purple cloth.’…‘dressed in purple 

cloth’”
77
; “purple in color…Subst. to; porfurou'n 

{i.e. iJmavtion} purple clothing”
78
; “purple, a 

reddish purple, is used of the robe put in mockery 

on Christ”
79
] kai; kovkkinon [“‘scarlet 

cloth.’…‘dressed in purple and scarlet cloth’”
80
; 

“red, scarlet…scarlet cloth, a scarlet garment”
81
; 

“is derived from kokkos, used of the ‘berries’ 
{clusters of the eggs of an insect} collected from 

the ilex coccifera; the colour, however, is obtained 
from the cochineal insect, which attaches itself to 

the leaves and twigs of the coccifera oak; another 

species is raised on the leaves of the cactus ficus. 
The Arabic name for this insect is qirmiz, whence 
the word crimson. It is used…of the clothing of 

the ‘woman’ as seen sitting on the 

‘beast’”
82
] kai; kecruswmevnh [“to be adorned 

with gold objects - ‘to be adorned with gold, to be 

dressed with gold, to be covered with gold 

adornments.’…‘the woman was dressed in purple 

and scarlet and adorned with gold ornaments and 

precious stones’ Re 17.4. In Re 17.4 the phrase 

kecruswmevnh crusivw/ involves semantic 

redundany or what one may also speak of as 

semantic reinforcement.”
83
; “make golden, gild, 

adorn with gold, kecruswmevnh, w. {ejn} crusivw/ 
pleonastically added…and the further addition of 

precious stones and pearls, of the harlot 

Babylon”
84
] crusivw/ [“object or objects made of 

gold - ‘gold jewelry, gold ornaments.’...‘the 

woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, covered 

with gold ornaments’ Re 17.4. Gold jewelry may 

be referred to as ‘pretty things made out of gold,’ 

but rather than say that the woman was ‘covered 

with gold ornaments’ {Re 17.4}, it may be far 

more appropriate to say ‘she wore many gold 

ornaments’ or ‘many gold ornaments were 

fastened to her clothes.’”
85
; “gold as a metal of 

great value…Gold ornaments, 

                                                 
77Louw, Johannes P. and Nida, Eugene A., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic 

Domains, (New York: United Bible Societies) 1988, 1989. 
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H. Revell) 1981. 

83Louw, Johannes P. and Nida, Eugene A., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic 

Domains, (New York: United Bible Societies) 1988, 1989. 
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Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

85Louw, Johannes P. and Nida, Eugene A., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic 

Domains, (New York: United Bible Societies) 1988, 1989. 

jewelry…kecruswmevnh {ejn} crusivw/ adorned 

with golden jewelry”
86
] kai; livqw/ [“stone…lit…of 

precious stones, jewels…Mostly in the 

combination…and mentioned beside gold, silver, 

or even pearls”
87
; “metaphorically, of…the 

adornment of religious Babylon”
88
; “Precious 

stones symbolize wealth”
89
] timivw/ [“valuable, 

precious…of things…costly, precious”
90
; “from 

timeµ, honour, price, signifies…primarily, 

accounted as of great price, precious, costly”
91
; 

“costly”
92
] kai; margarivtai" [“pearl…lit…W. 

gold and precious stones”
93
; “a pearl {Eng., 

Margaret}”
94
; “costly 

ornaments”
95
] e[cousa [“act. trans…have, 

hold…lit. hold in the hands…have someth. in 

one’s hand”
96
] pothvrion [“figurative, of one’s lot 

or experience, joyous or sorrowful…of the evil 

deeds of Babylon”
97
; “Babylon holds a golden cup 

full of her abominations {cf. Jer. 51:17}. Its 

contents are the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication”
98
] crusou'n [“golden=made of or 

adorned with gold”
99
; “lit., to gild with gold 

{chrusos, 
gold}”

100
] ejn th'/ ceiri; aujth'" gevmon [“be 

full…of someth…of abominations”
101

; “to be full, 

to be heavily laden with, was primarily used of a 

ship; it is chiefly used in the N.T. of evil 

contents…abominations”
102

] bdelugmavtwn [“The 
verb bdelussomai…is to feel nausea because of 

stench, to abhor, to detest. Idolatry was a stench to 

God”
103

; “denotes an object of disgust, an 
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abomination…It is also used of the contents of the 

golden cup in the hand of the evil woman”
104

; 

“The basic stem means ‘to cause abhorrence and 

the group is often used for an improper or 

shameless attitude…Pagan abominations are 

obviously at 

issue”
105

] kai; ta; ajkavqarta [“impure, 

unclean…as the ceremonial mng. fades, the moral 

sense becomes predominant…unclean, impure, 

vicious…the impurities of vice”
106

; “unclean, 

impure {a, negative, kathairoµ, to 

purify}”
107

] th'" porneiva" [“prostitution, 

unchastity, fornication, of every kind of unlawful 

sexual intercourse…fig., in accordance w. an OT 

symbol of apostasy fr. God, of idolatry; fr. the time 

of Hosea the relationship betw. God and his 

people was regarded as a marriage bond. This 

usage was more easily understandable because 

some Semitic and Graeco-Roman cults were at 

times connected w. sexual debauchery”
108

] aujth'") 
Similarly, as the beast was scarlet, “the 

woman” is described as “clothed in purple 

(porfurou'n ‘symbolic of royalty’
109

) and scarlet 

(kovkkinon ‘representing luxury’
110

).” She was 

otherwise luxuriously attired as well, being 

“adorned (kecruswmevn),” literally, “gilded,” mng, 

literally, “golded,” “with gold and precious 

(timivw/) stones and pearls (margarivtai").” Even 
what she had “in her hand” was a very expensive 

item, “a gold cup,” but it was disgraced in that it 

was “full of abominations (bdelugmavtwn),” 
meaning, “to cause abhorrence,”

111
 denoting 

“object of disgust,”
112

 and thus it means, “to feel 

nausea because of stench, to abhor, to detest. 

Idolatry was a stench to God.”
113

 The cup also 

contained “the unclean things (ajkavqarta “the 
moral sense becomes predominant”

114
) of her 

immorality (porneiva"),” which is by itself a 
disgusting thought, and the expression is probably 
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114Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

not different from the aforementioned 

“abominations.” 

  3. (vs. 5) There was a very public 

inscription on the forehead of the woman riding 

the beast: “and upon her forehead a name was 

written, a mystery, ‘BABYLON THE GREAT, 

THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH’” 

(kai; ejpi; to; mevtwpon [“forehead…As the place 

marked w. a sign of some kind”
115

; “the harlot, 

who signifies worldly abomination, bears a mark 

that expresses her true nature in an allusion to 

Babylon. The basis here is the custom whereby 

Roman harlots had their names on bands around 

their foreheads.”
116

; “Old word {meta, wjy…after 

the eye, above the eye, the space above or between 

the eyes}, in N.T. only in the 

Apocalypse”
117

] aujth'" o[noma gegrammevnon [“th
e participle may be treated as an indicative verb” 

{italics added}
118

] musthvrion [“primarily that 

which is known to the musteµs, the initiated {from 

mueoµ, to initiate into the mysteries; cp. Phil. 4:12, 

mueomai, ‘I have learned the secret,’ R.V.}. In the 
N.T. it denotes, not the mysterious {as with the 

Eng. Word}, but that which, being outside the 

range of unassisted natural apprehension, can be 

made known only by Divine revelation, and is 

made known in a manner and at a time appointed 

by God, and to those only who are illumined by 

His Spirit. In the ordinary sense a mystery implies 

knowledge withheld; its Scriptural significance is 

truth revealed. Hence the terms especially 

associated with the subject are ‘made known,’ 

‘manifested,’ ‘revealed,’ ‘preached,’ ‘understand,’ 

‘dispensation.’ The definition given above may be 

best illustrated by the following passage: ‘the 

mystery which hath been hid from all ages and 

generations: but now hath it been manifested to 

His saints’ {Col. 1:26, R.V.}…It is used of…the 

spirit of disobedience to God”
119

; “secret, secret 

rite, secret teaching, mystery, a relig. t.t., applied 

in secular Gk. {predom. pl.} mostly to the 

mysteries w. their secret teachings, relig. and 
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political in nature, concealed within many strange 

customs and ceremonies…Elsewh. in the NT m. 
occurs only in Rv, w. ref. to the mysterious things 

portrayed there. The whole content of the book 

appears as to; m. tou' qeou' 10:7…cf. vs. 5, where 

in each case m. may mean allegorical 

significance”
120

; “Either in apposition with 

ojnoma…or as part of the inscription on her 

forehead. In either case the meaning is the same, 

that the name Babylon is to be interpreted 

mystically or spiritually {cf. pneumatikw"...11:8} 
for Rome.”

121
] Babulw;n [“Babylon, capital of 

Babylonia…used also for the country…In late 

Judaism Rome began to take on the name and 

many of the characteristics of Babylon as a world-

power hostile to God, denounced by the 

prophets…The same interpr. is preferred by most 

for Rv…where B. is always called the Great”
122

; 

“The adjective megalh [megaleµ] occurs with 

Babulwn…each time in the Apocalypse {14:8; 

16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21} as a reminder of 

Nebuchadnezzar. There is no doubt that Rome is 

meant by Babylon, as is probably seen already in I 

Pet. 5:13. As a prisoner in Patmos John can speak 

his mind by this 

symbolism.”
123

] hJ megavlh hJ mhvthr [“symbolical

ly…as the source…Babylon”
124

; “symbolically, of 

Babylon, Rev. 17:5, as the source from which has 

proceeded the religious harlotry of mingling pagan 

rites and doctrines with the Christian 

faith.”
125

] tw'n pornw'n [“prostitute, 

harlot…fig…as the designation of a government 

that is hostile to God and his people”
126

; “In 17-19 

poµrneµ and porneuŒoµ are comprehensive terms for 

the degeneracy of the world power. Like a city 

harlot of the day, it bears its name on a headband, 

and the name declares its 

nature”
127

] kai; tw'n bdelugmavtwn [“abomination

, detestable thing…as in the OT…of everything 
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connected w. idolatry”
128

; “Pagan abominations 

are obviously at issue”
129

] th'" gh'"). 
 Here we find that the woman wore an 

identifying mark “upon her forehead 

(mevtwpon “meta, wjy…after the eye, above the 

eye, the space above or between the eyes”
130

).” 

“The basis here is the custom whereby Roman 

harlots had their names on bands around their 

foreheads,”
131

 as remarkable as that is. 

 The sign “written” there was “a name,” 

which stood for her total personality, “a mystery 

(musthvrion),” “something not previously revealed 

but now made clear.”
132

 which is further stated to 

be, “BABYLON THE GREAT,” with regard to 

which, John informed us, “especially” of “the new 

revelation about its evil character and 

judgment.”
133

 In that the woman was “THE 

MOTHER OF HARLOTSAND OF THE 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH,” we learn 

that she was, “the fountainhead of many other evil 

religious systems and everything anti-

Christian.”
134

 This evil woman representing the 

worldwide religious system will countenance 

anything and everything in religion as long as it is 

opposed to the truth of God’s Word. “Many 

writers have traced the religiously apostate system 

of worship begun in Babylon and carried on 

through history through Roman Catholicism and 

the modern Christian ecumenical movement. 

However, this description of Babylonianism 

encompasses all forms of paganism including 

perversions of Christianity and non-Christian 

religions.”
135

 We must not limit it to one false 

system. Such is not made clear by the text.  

 C. John noticed the drunken condition of 

this woman (17:6). 

  1. (vs. 6) This is figurative 

language, but the woman was clearly intoxicated 

with in the murders of the saints: “And I saw the 

woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and 

with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And 

when I saw her, I wondered greatly” 
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(kai; ei\don th;n gunai'ka mequvousan [“fig…of the 

apocal. woman who has sated her thirst for 

blood”
136

; “signifies to be drunk with wine {from 

methu, mulled wine; hence Eng., mead, honey–

wine; originally it denoted simply a pleasant 

drink}…of being in a state of mental intoxication, 

through the shedding of men’s blood 

profusely”
137

; “the woman {who epitomizes the 

ungodly world} is drunk with the blood of saints 

and martyrs.”
138

; “‘Drunk with blood’ is a 

common idea with the ancients {Euripides, 

Josephus, Philo, Cicero, 

Pliny}.”
139

] ejk tou' ai{mato" [“‘To shed blood’ is 
to destroy life, and the phrase can thus be used for 

killing”
140

; “fig…as the seat of life…shed 

blood=kill”
141

] tw'n aJgivwn [“The Ecclesia 

triumphans…Christians also belong to it as the 

saints”
142

] kai; ejk tou' ai{mato" [“besides its 

natural meaning, stands…for blood shed by 

violence”
143

] tw'n martuvrwn [“a person who has 
been deprived of life as the result of bearing 

witness to his beliefs - ‘martyr.’…‘and the blood 

of those who were killed because they had been 

loyal to Jesus’”
144

; “In the usage of the persecuted 

church mavrtu" became one who witnessed unto 

death, a martyr”
145

; “{whence Eng., martyr, one 

who bears witness by his death} denotes one who 

can or does aver what he has seen or heard or 

knows; it is used…of those who witness for Christ 

by their death”
146

; “maŒrtys in the Johannine 

Writings. Of the Johannine writings, only 

Revelation uses maŒrtys. Jesus himself is the 

maŒrtys in 1:5 and 3:14, the two prophets are 
witnesses in 11:3, Antipas is a witness in 2:13, and 

there is reference to the blood of ‘martyrs’ in 17:6. 

In all these instances death is involved, but 

‘martyrdom’ here clearly involves bearing witness 

to the truth as well as dying {cf. Acts 
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22:20}.”
147

]  jIhsou' [“personal name is…in Rev. 

eight times”
148

] Kai; ejqauvmasa [“act…intr. 

wonder, marvel, be astonished {the context 

determines whether in a good or bad sense}”
149

; 

“wonder, amazement…when I saw her I wondered 

in great amazement”
150

; “It is because of the close 

relation to worship that the seer is forbidden to 

marvel in 17:6-7.”
151

] ijdw;n aujth;n qau'ma [“a 
state of wonderment or amazement, usually with 

the implication of marveling - ‘wonder, 

amazement.’…‘when I saw her, I wondered with 

great amazement’”
152

; “a wonder {akin to 

theaomai, to gaze in wonder}…in Rev. 17:6, R.V., 

‘wonder’ {A.V., “admiration’}, said of John’s 

astonishment at the vision of the woman described 

as Babylon the Great.”
153

] mevga). 
 The violence of the woman with her 

godless system now comes through. She was 

“drunk,” but not with the alcoholic beverage of 

wine; rather, “with the blood of the saints, and 

with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus.” “Saints” 

is the general reference to believers, and 

“witnesses” is the more specific reference 

indicating what they did that got them killed. The 

woman relished their deaths and wallowed in the 

reality of their murders with giddy glee. Obviously 

she had to go! And she will. The whole thing 

caused John to literally “marvel a great marvel.” 

 

III Conc. 

 We have been introduced to the false 

religious system impersonated by the woman who 

rides the beast of the antichrist and the one world 

system of the tribulation period. Nothing could 

ever be more opposed to God and His people. As 

such, all who are caught up in that system will 

meet with the most awful temporal divine 

judgment in the history of the world. And it will 

be total just. In the end, God’s people will be 

spared. 
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