
I Intro. (August 14, 2005) 

 Here we have another change in scenes as 

John saw a sign in heaven of seven angels who 

had the last seven plagues of God (Rev. 15:1). In a 

connected scene, John saw victorious saints on the 

sea of glass in heaven singing the song of Moses 

(15:2-4). In the third scene here, one of the four 

living creatures gave to the seven angels seven 

golden bowls of God’s wrath for delivery to the 

earth (15:5-8). 

 

II Setting the Stage for the Bowl Judgments (Rev. 

15:1-8) 

 A. Attention is turned to the final seven 

angels with seven plagues (15:1). 

1. (vs. 1) These hold the final 

expression of God’s wrath: “And I saw another 

sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels 

who had seven plagues, which are the last, 

because in them the wrath of God is finished” 

(Kai; ei\don a[llo shmei'on [“a sign consisting of a 
wonder or miracle, an event that is contrary to the 

usual course of nature…terrifying appearances in 

the heavens, never before seen, as portents of the 

last days…Of that which the seer of the 

Apocalypse sees”
1
; “a sign, mark, indication, 

token, is used…of tokens portending future 

events”
2
] ejn tw'/ oujranw'/ mevga [“It is highly 

unusual for an attributive adjective to be separated 

from the anarthrous noun it modifies by an 

intervening word—esp. a verb, but this is normal 

for predicate 

adjectives.”
3
] kai; qaumastovn [“wonderful, 

marvelous, remarkable…in our lit. not of human 

personalities, but…of things which are often 

related to God…his course of action…W. 

mevga"”4; “marvellous…is said…of the vision of 

the seven angels having the seven last 

plagues”
5
] ajggevlou" [“of supernatural 

powers…angels as messengers of God…Seven 

principal angels”
6
] eJpta [“Seven is a very 

important number in Revelation. There are seven 

churches and angels {1:4ff.}, seven candlesticks 
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{1:13ff.}, seven stars {1:16ff.}, seven spirits {1:4; 

4:5}, seven seals {5:1ff.}, seven horns and eyes 

{the Lamb, 5:6}, seven trumpets in the hands of 

seven angels {8:2ff.}, seven thunders {10:3-4}, 

seven heads with crowns {the draŒkoµn, 12:3}, and 
seven plagues 

{15:1ff.}.”
7
] e[conta" plhga;" [“fig. blow in the 

sense ‘a blow of fate’, etc…plague, misfortune 

{sent by God…}”
8
; “a stripe, wound {akin to 

pleµssoµ, to smite}, is used metaphorically of a 

calamity, a plague”
9
] eJpta; ta;" ejscavta" [“of 

time least, last, coming last or the last of someth. 

that is left…w. ref. to a situation in which there is 

nothing to 

follow”
10
] o{ti ejn aujtai'" ejtelevsqh [“bring to an 

end, finish, complete ti; someth…Pass. be brought 

to an end, be finished, completed”
11
; “to bring to 

an end {telos, an end}, in the Passive Voice, to be 
finished…In Rev. 15:1 the verb is rightly 

translated ‘is finished’”
12
; “God’s wrath is 

‘executed’ in the plagues”
13
] oJ [“as the definite 

article, the…w. noun…w. appellatives, or 

common nouns, where, as in class. Gk., the art. 

has double significance, specific or 

individualizing, and generic…In its 

individualizing use it focuses attention on a single 

thing or single concept, as already known or 

otherwise more definitely limited: things and pers. 

that are unique in kind…The individualizing art. 

stands before a common noun that was previously 

mentioned {without the art.}”
14
; “The anaphoric 

article is the article denoting previous reference. 

{It derives its name from the Greek verb 

ajnafevrein, ‘to bring back, to bring up.’} The first 
mention of the substantive is usually anarthrous 

because it is merely being introduced. But 

subsequent mentions of it use the article, for the 

article is now pointing back to the substantive 

previously mentioned. The anaphoric article has, 

by nature, then, a pointing force to it, reminding 

the reader of who or what was mentioned 
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previously.”
15
] qumo;" [“anger, wrath, rage”16; 

“hot anger, passion”
17
] tou' qeou'). 

 After the judgment of the previous section, 

the scene changes, and John “saw” yet “another 

sign in heaven,” as he did in Rev. 12:1, 3, but here 

apparently heaven proper is in view and not the 

sky based on 15:5ff. This one was “great (mevga),” 
that is, it exceeded the normal “standard” of 

“related objects”
18
 insofar as signs are concerned 

in the Bible, and was thus “marvelous 

(qaumastovn),” that is, it was “wonderful, 

remarkable,”
19
 causing John to experience 

“amazement and wonder.”
20
 What was this sign? 

It was “seven angels who had seven plagues.” As 

you likely know by now, the numeral seven stands 

for completion in Scripture. Interestingly it occurs 

fifty-five times in thirty-one verses in the book of 

Revelation alone. Here the numeral seven, 

“denotes at once the finality and the completeness 

of the visitation.”
21
 “These seven angels should 

not be confused with the two groups of three 

angels in the preceding chapter (14:6-20) or with 

any other previous group of angels.”
22
  

The term “plagues” comes from a Greek 

word meaning literally, a “blow,” or the mark 

caused by a blow, “a stripe, wound (akin to pleµssoµ, 
to smite),”

23
 but figuratively the sense is “‘a blow 

of fate’, etc…(a) misfortune (sent by God…),”
24
 

and thus “a calamity”
25
 that strikes mankind. 

These final seven, “which are the last,” will be 

particularly devastating things, causing John to 

marvel “because in them the wrath of God is 

finished.” You will remember that we said that the 

wrath of God is His displeasure or “rage”
26
 or “hot 

anger,”
27
 toward sin expressed on earth in time, 

and that it does not extend into eternity in hell. 
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This verse argues strongly for that position 

because it says that with these final seven plagues 

released in the bowl judgments, “the wrath of God 

is finished,” that is, it is brought “to an end,” and 

is thereby “completed.”
28
 This was predicted in 

Rev. 7 with reference to the seventh angel blowing 

the seventh trumpet, “then the mystery of God is 

finished.” For this seventh trumpet contained with 

itself all the bowl judgments: “Here again is 

evidence that the seventh trumpet introduces the 

seven bowl judgments of God’s wrath described in 

Revelation 16.”
29 

 B. John saw victorious saints on the sea of 
glass singing the song of Moses (15:2-4). 

  1. (vs. 2) Here John described the 

sublime scene before him: “And I saw, as it were, 

a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had 

come off victorious from the beast and from his 

image and from the number of his name, standing 

on the sea of glass, holding harps of God” 

(Kai; ei\don wJ" qavlassan uJalivnhn [“of glass, 

transparent as glass”
30
; “signifies glassy, made of 

glass”
31
] memigmevnhn [“to mix, mingle {from a 

root mik; Eng., mix is akin}, is always in the N.T. 
translated to mingle”

32
; “mix, mingle…lit. tiv tini 

mingle someth. with someth.”
33
] puri; [“used 

{besides its ordinary natural significance}…of the 

holiness of God, which consumes all that is 

inconsistent 

therewith”
34
] kai; tou;" nikw'nta" [“The beast 

may thus seem to be victorious, but by the crystal 

sea are those who have overcome him”
35
; “to 

conquer, prevail over, is translated ‘had gotten the 

victory’ {R.V., ‘come victorious’}”
36
; “to conquer, 

overcome, is translated ‘{them} that come 

victorious {from}’”
37
] ejk [“from, out of, away 

from…to denote separation…of pers. and things 

with whom a connection is severed or is to remain 

severed…nika'n e[k tino" free oneself from. . . by 
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victory”
38
; “The literal meaning ‘out of’ cannot be 

attached to ek in a considerable number of 

passages. In several instances ek obviously has the 
significance of ‘away from;’ and where either 

meaning seems possible, the context, or some 

other passage, affords guidance. The 

following…in which ek does not mean ‘out of the 

midst of’ or ‘out from within,’ but has much the 

same significance as apo…Rev. 15:2, ‘them that 

had come victorious from the beast, and from his 

image, and from the number of his name’ {ek in 
each case}.”

39
] tou' qhrivou [“{wild} animal, 

beast…lit…of animal-like beings of a supernatural 

kind…The ‘beasts’ or ‘animals’ of 

Rv”
40
] kai; ejk th'" eijkovno" [“image, 

likeness…lit…Of an image of a god”
41
; “denotes 

an image; the word involves the two ideas of 

representation and manifestation…of a statue or 

similar representation {more than a 

resemblance}”
42
] aujtou' kai; ejk tou' ajriqmou' [“n

umber…lit…refer to numerology, which was quite 

familiar to the people of ancient times; acc. to it, 

since each Gk. letter has a numerical value, a 

name could be replaced by a number representing 

the total of the numerical values of the letters 

making up the 

name”
43
] tou' ojnovmato" aujtou' eJstw'ta" [“intran

s…perf. and plpf. I stand, I stood…Very oft. the 

emphasis is less on ‘standing’ than on being, 

existing…w. place indicated by a prep…ejpiv…w. 

acc.”
44
] ejpi; th;n qavlassan [“symbolically, in the 

apocalyptic vision of “a glassy sea like unto 

crystal,” Rev. 4:6, emblematic of the fixed purity 

and holiness of all that appertains to the authority 

and judicial dealings of God; in 15:2, the same, 

‘mingled with fire,’ and, standing by it {R.V.} or 

on it {A.V. and R.V. marg.}, those who had ‘come 

victorious from the 

beast’”
45
] th;n uJalivnhn e[conta" kiqavra" [“lyre, 

harp…harps of God…i.e., belonging to or given 
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by God…or harps used in the praise of God.”
46
; 

“whence Eng., guitar, denotes a lyre or harp; it is 

described by Josephus as an instrument of ten 

strings, played by a plectrum {a smaller instrument 

was played by the hand}”
47
] tou' qeou'). 

 The expression, “And I saw,” points to yet 

another transition to a slightly different scene, 

though the location is still plainly in heaven 

proper. John saw “as it were,” or better, he saw 

“something like a sea of glass (uJalivnhn), mixed 

with fire.” That is, he saw something, “transparent 

as glass.”
48
 In Rev. 4:6, we had “before the 

throne” the same sort of scene described, “a sea of 

glass like crystal.” Here we have the added feature 

that as one looked into the glass, there appeared 

mixed (memigmevnhn) in with it, something like 

fire, which is possibly “used…of the holiness of 

God, which consumes all that is inconsistent”
49
 

with it. Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and the 

seventy elders of Israel, “saw the God of Israel; 

and under His feet there appeared to be a 

pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself” in 

Ex. 24:9. So this picture is not new. 

 Now John observed people “those” who 

had died, more than likely martyred, in having 

“come off victorious (nikw'nta")” from three 

things, “the beast,” that is, the antichrist (Rev. 

13:1-10), “his” breathing, talking, “image” (Rev. 

13:15), constructed under the tutelage of the false 

prophet, and “the number of his name,” which 

would have been 666 (Rev. 13:18), of course. 

Rather than succumbing to the temptation to join 

the system and worship the beast, these believers 

in Jesus had freed themselves “from” him “by 

victory,”
50
 that is, by staying faithful and true to 

the Lord and His will for them even at the expense 

of their very lives. “By virtue of their victory they 

escaped out of the hand of the enemy.”
51
 Dr. 

Swete adds, “Their exodus from the spiritual 

Egypt (11:8) has led them through the Red Sea of 

Martyrdom, which is now exchanged for the 

Crystal Sea of Heaven.”
52
 Thus they were all 
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Nicholas’s, meaning, victors, if your please. 

Consequently, they were all “standing on the sea 

of glass,” enjoying their victory, while, “holding 

the harps of God.” On 14:2, we said that there 

appears to be a connection here between the harps 

and the rewards of believers. That could very well 

be the case, plus “Harps denote” continued 

“dedication to the service of God (1 Chron. 16:42; 

cf. Rev. 5:8; 14:2).”
53
 

  2. (vs. 3) The victorious believers 

of vs. 2 sang the song of Moses: “And they sang 

the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and 

the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and 

marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God, the 

Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou 

King of the nations’” 

(kai; a[/dousin th;n wj/dh;n [“song, in our lit. only of 
sacred song, a song of praise to God”

54
; “an ode, 

song, is always used in the N.T. {as in the Sept.}, 

in praise of God or Christ…in Rev…in 15:3 

{twice}, ‘the song of Moses … and the song of the 

Lamb,’ the former as celebrating the deliverance 

of God’s people by His power, the latter as 

celebrating redemption by atoning 

sacrifice.”
55
] Mwu>sevw" [“As Mediator of the 

Law. For the NT Moses is supremely the 

messenger and servant”
56
; “The seer in Rev. 15:3 

compares the triumph by the crystal sea to the 

triumph on the far side of the Red Sea; Moses as 

the divinely sent liberator is a type of 

Christ.”
57
] tou' douvlou [“esp. of the relationship 

of men to God…d. tou' qeou' slave of God=subject 
to God, owned by him body and soul…of 

Moses”
58
; “an adjective, signifying ‘in bondage,’ 

Rom. 6:19 {neuter plural, agreeing with meleµ, 
members}, is used as a noun, and as the most 

common and general word for ‘servant’, 

frequently indicating subjection without the idea 

of bondage; it is used…metaphorically of spiritual, 

moral and ethical conditions: servants…of 

God”
59
] tou' qeou' kai; th;n wj/dh;n tou' ajrnivou [“sh
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eep, lamb; in Rv a designation of Christ”
60
; “of 

Christ as the Lamb of God, the symbolism having 

reference to His character and His vicarious 

Sacrifice, as the basis both of redemption and of 

Divine vengeance…the song that celebrates the 

triumph of those who ‘gain the victory over the 

Beast,’ is the song of Moses … and the song of the 

Lamb”
61
] levgonte" megavla [“large, 

great…fig…of measure…of intensity…Of 

surprising or unpleasant events or phenomena of 

the most diverse kinds…e[rga m. mighty 

deeds”
62
] kai; qaumasta; [“pertaining to that 

which causes or is worthy of amazement and 

wonder - ‘wonderful, remarkable, 

marvelous.’…‘great and marvelous are your 

works’”
63
; “of things which are often related to 

God…the deeds of God”
64
; “marvellous…is 

said…of the vision of the seven angels having the 

seven last plagues”
65
] ta; e[rga [“shows that the 

NT, too, finds God’s work in all events and not 

just in the upbuilding of the community”
66
; 

“work…deed, action…deed, accomplishment…of 

the deeds of God and Jesus, specif. the 

miracles”
67
] sou kuvrie [“lord, Lord, master…in 

religious usage…as a designation of God…W. the 

sphere of his lordship more definitely 

given…k. qeo;" {hJmw'n} oJ pantokravtwr God, the 
{our} Lord, the 

Almighty”
68
] oJ qeo;" [“Nominative for Vocative 

{Nominative of Address}…In apposition to 

vocative {always 

articular}”
69
] oJ pantokravtwr [“the Almighty, 

All-Powerful, Omnipotent {One} only of 

God”
70
] divkaiai [“of things…pl.”

71
; “was first 

used of persons observant of dikeµ, custom, rule, 

right, especially in the fulfilment of duties towards 

gods and men, and of things that were in 
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accordance with right. The Eng. word ‘righteous’ 

was formerly spelt ‘rightwise’, i.e., {in a} straight 

way. In the N.T. it denotes righteous, a state of 

being right, or right conduct, judged whether by 

the Divine standard, or according to human 

standards, of what is right. Said of God, it 

designates the perfect agreement between His 

nature and His acts {in which He is the standard 

for all men}…It is used…of things…the ways of 

God”
72
; “signifies ‘just,’ without prejudice or 

partiality, e.g., of the judgment of God…of His 

ways and doings”
73
] kai; ajlhqinai; [“true, in 

accordance w. truth”
74
; “denotes true in the sense 

of real, ideal, genuine; it is used…His ways”
75
; 

“‘that which has certainty and force’…as judicial 

righteousness”
76
; “This often has the same 

meaning as aleµtheµ�s…with reference to God’s ways 

or judgments ‘valid’”
77
] aiJ oJdoiv [“fig., but oft. w. 

the picture prominently in mind…way of life, way 

of acting, conduct…ways, of one’s conduct as a 

whole…Esp. of the ways of God, in part of the 

ways that God initiates”
78
; “the divine plans, 

which are inscrutable, but just and 

true.”
79
] sou oJ basileu;" [“Fig. of the possessor 

of the highest power…esp…of God”
80
; “Kings are 

not divine: God is king of the 

nations”
81
] tw'n ejqnw'n [“Genitive of 

Subordination”
82
]). 

 Whether they accompanied themselves 

with the harps of God or not, we are not told, but 

these victorious believers apparently “sang” “two 

songs as seems clear from the repetition of the 

words ‘the song’”
83
; “the song of Moses the bond-

servant (douvlou) of God and the song of the Lamb 

(ajrnivou).” We have two songs of Moses recorded 

in the OT, one in Deut. 32:1-43 and the other 

earlier in Ex. 15:1-18. Perhaps it was this one that 

                                                 
72Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

73Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

74Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

75Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

76Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

77Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

78Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

79Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

80Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

81Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

82Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament, 

(Garland, TX: Galaxie Software) 1999, c1996. 

83Tom Constable. Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible. Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003. Re 15:3. 

the victorious ones in heaven were singing 

“because it is a song of victory”
84
 in praise to God 

for delivering the nation out of the hands of their 

enemies in Egypt, just as the tribulation saints 

were delivered by death from the hand of the 

antichrist. As far as the other song, “the song of 

the Lamb,” is concerned, we have none recorded 

in Scripture. Nevertheless, He must be its Author. 

The saints in heaven know the song too. Perhaps 

the words that follow are those of that song. It is 

possible too that the words that follow constitute a 

summary praise statement of both songs. 

 The first phrase His works; “Great 

(megavla) and marvelous (qaumasta;) are Your 
works,” meaning that the deeds of God during the 

tribulation period were literally, “large…(or) 

mighty”
85
 and were of such a nature as to be 

“worthy of amazement and 

wonder…remarkable.”
86
 They were unique and 

could only have been performed by the “Lord God, 

the Almighty” (pantokravtwr), “All-Powerful, 

Omnipotent {One},”
87
 as the saints addressed Him 

here.  

The second phrase described His ways; 

“Righteous and true are Your ways.”  That the 

ways or “plans”
88
 of God, are “righteous,” or how 

He goes about executing His decree is “righteous,” 

refers to His “state of being right, or right 

conduct…it designates the perfect agreement 

between His nature and His acts (in which He is 

the standard for all men).”
89
 That His ways are 

also “true (ajlhqinai;)” or in accordance with truth, 
means that they are also “ideal, genuine.”

90
 He 

who is like this is in fact the “King of the nations,” 

as the saints address Him in song here. “The first 

part of this song extols God’s works and ways. 

Specifically God’s works in judging His enemies 

are in view. His might makes judgment possible. 

His ways of judging are just and faithful. His 

sovereignty makes His judgment necessary.”
91
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85Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
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  3. (vs. 4) Here is the conclusion of 

the song that was sung by the saints: “Who will 

not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou 

alone art holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME 

AND WORSHIP BEFORE THEE, For Thy righteous 

acts have been revealed” (tiv" ouj mh; [“in 
combination w. ouj, mhv has the effect of 

strengthening the negation…ouj mhv is the most 

decisive way of negativing someth. in the 

future…w. the subj…aor. subj…never, certainly 

not, etc…Also in a rhetorical question, when an 

affirmative answer is expected…who shall not 

fear? ”
92
] fobhqh'/ [“Deliberative Rhetorical 

Subjunctive…As the name implies, the rhetorical 

question expects no verbal response, but is in fact 

a thinly disguised statement, though couched in 

such a way as to draw the listener into the text. In 

the speaker’s presentation, there is uncertainty 

about whether the listener will heed the implicit 

command. Unlike the interrogative indicative, it 

does not ask a question of fact, but of obligation. 

It is supremely a question of ‘oughtness.’”
93
; “in 

the N.T. is always in the Passive Voice…to show 

reverential fear…of 

God”
94
] kuvrie kai; doxavsei [“primarily denotes 

‘to suppose’ {from doxa, an opinion}; in the 
N.T…to magnify, extol, praise…the Name of the 

Lord”
95
] to; o[noma [“name, of proper names…in 

combination w. God and Jesus…in combination 

w. verbs”
96
; “Fulfilment for the church comes with 

reverence for the name {Rev. 11:18} and praise of 

it {15:4}.”
97
] sou; o{ti movno" [“adj…only, 

alone…movno" qeov"”98; “alone, solitary…it is used 

as an attribute of God”
99
] o{sio" [“pertaining to 

being holy in the sense ofrior {‘of prior’? ed.} 

moral qualities and possessing certain essentially 

divine qualities in contrast with what is human - 

‘holy, pure, divine.’…‘Lord…for you alone are 

holy’”
100

; “adj…of God…holy”
101

; “signifies 
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H. Revell) 1981. 
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Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

98Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

99Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

100Louw, Johannes P. and Nida, Eugene A., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic 

Domains, (New York: United Bible Societies) 1988, 1989. 

101Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

religiously right, holy, as opposed to what is 

unrighteous or polluted. It is commonly associated 

with righteousness…It is used ‘of God…In the 

Sept., hosios frequently represents the Hebrew 
word chasid, which varies in meaning between 

“holy” and “gracious,” or “merciful”’”
102

; “In 

quotations…God is righteous and holy in 

vindicating persecuted believers and judging 

malefactors.”
103

] o{ti [“Second causal conjunction 
{oJti} explanatory of the first 

oJti”104] pavnta [“adj., used w. a noun…w. a noun 

in the pl., w. the art. all…w. 

substantives”
105

] ta; e[qnh h{xousin [“have come, 
be present…of pers…as a relig. term…of the 

coming of the worshiper to the 

deity”
106

] kai; proskunhvsousin [“and all nations 
shall come and worship God at the last day”

107
; 

“used to designate the custom of prostrating 

oneself before a person and kissing his feet, the 

hem of his garment, the ground, etc.; the Persians 

did this in the presence of their deified king, and 

the Greeks before a divinity or someth. holy; {fall 

down and} worship, do obeisance to, prostrate 

oneself before, do reverence to, welcome 

respectfully…used w. the acc…This reverence or 

worship is paid…to God…of the God worshipped 

by monotheists {Christians, Jews, 

Samaritans}…he will fall down and worship 

God”
108

] ejnwvpion [“before…of place before 

someone or someth…of worshippers or admirers 

falling down before 

someone”
109

] sou o{ti ta; dikaiwvmata [“in the 

plural to signify, as in the R.V., ‘righteous 

acts,’…of God”
110

; “The reference in Rev. 15:4 is 

to God: his ‘righteous acts’ {or 

judgments}.”
111

] sou ejfanerwvqhsan [“reveal, 
make known, show…a thing…pass. become visible 

or known, be revealed”
112

). 
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 In the form of a rhetorical question in song, 

the victorious ones before the throne in heaven 

challenge anyone who would dare move on in 

rebellion against God. Addressing God, they ask, 

“Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy 

name?” “Not” is emphatically stated (ouj mh;). The 
verb, “fear,” is in the subjunctive mood. Wallace 

says that this form of rhetorical statement is, 

“Unlike the interrogative indicative, it does not 

ask a question of fact, but of obligation. It is 

supremely a question of ‘oughtness.’”
113

 In other 

words, of course everyone certainly ought to 

“fear” and “glorify” (doxavsei), or lift up, exalt, 
extol, or magnify the “name” of the “Lord,” which 

is obviously the same thing as glorifying Him. The 

sense of the question then is, “O Lord, how dare 

anyone not fear and glorify your name; who on 

earth would ever risk doing such a thing? In 

reality, there are many, and there will continue to 

be many even in the tribulation, but there should 

be none, ever. Ironically, in the end every knee 

will bow and declare that Jesus is Lord to the glory 

of God the Father (Phil. 2:10-11). 

 John gives three reasons why the answer to 

his rhetorical question should be “each one shall”; 

1) “For You alone are holy,” or “God is alone, 

holy (movno" o{sio"),” that is, “holy in the sense of 
prior moral qualities and possessing certain 

essentially divine qualities in contrast with what is 

human…pure,”
114

 and it “signifies” what is 

“right…as opposed to what is unrighteous or 

polluted.”
115

 2) “For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME 

AND WORSHIP (proskunhvsousin) BEFORE YOU.” 

This is partially fulfilled in the millennium, but 

ultimately fulfilled in the totality of all future 

judgments, as we have seen. 3) “For Your 

righteous acts have been revealed,” or very 

literally, “For your righteousnesses have been 

revealed (ejfanerwvqhsan),” meaning to “make 

known, show,”
116

 something, probably primarily 

His work in judgment in this context. Probably, 

each one of the last two causal clauses explains the 

previous, although Swete objects to this on 16:6, 

calling the first two o{ti clauses here “parallel.”117
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H. Revell) 1981. 

116Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
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117The Apocalypse of St. John. Ed. H. B. Swete. 2d. ed. New York: The Macmillan company, 1907. Page 199. 

 C. One of the four living creatures gave to 

the seven angels seven golden bowls of God’s 

wrath (15:5-8). 

  1. (vs. 5) After the singing was 

completed, John saw another impressive scene in 

heaven: “After these things I looked, and the 

temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven 

was opened” (Kai; meta; tau'ta [“Change in the 
panorama, not 

chronology”
118

] ei\don kai; hjnoivgh [“trans. 
open…closed places, whose interior is thereby 

made accessible…pass.”
119

; “transitively … 

literally … ‘the temple of the tabernacle of the 

testimony in 

heaven’”
120

] oJ nao;" [“temple…lit…of the 

heavenly sanctuary”
121

; “The new Jerusalem 

comes down as the universal city, and the temple 

is God’s eternal presence on the 

throne”
122

] th'" skhnh'" [“tent, booth, also gener. 
lodging, dwelling…God has his sk.=dwelling in 
heaven 13:6, and will some time have it among 

men”
123

; “a tent, booth, tabernacle, is used of…the 

Heavenly prototype”
124

; “In Rev. 13:6 the beast 

blasphemes the skeµneµ� of God. The choice of the 
word here is probably based on the use of the verb 

in 7:15, to which corresponds 12:12 with its 

reference to those who dwell in heaven. These 

verses help to explain the combination of temple 

and tent in 15:5, which catches up the 

naoŒs touŒ theouŒ of 11:19 {cf. also 21:3}.”125; “Rev. 
15:5 refers to God’s temple in heaven {11:19} as 

‘the temple of the tent of witness in 

heaven.’”
126

] tou' marturivou [“tent of meeting, 
tent or tabernacle of testimony”

127
; “a testimony, 

witness, is almost entirely translated “testimony” 

in both A.V. and R.V…in the phrase, ‘the temple 

of the tabernacle of the testimony in Heaven,’ the 

testimony is the witness to the rights of God, 

denied and refused on earth, but about to be 
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vindicated by the exercise of the judgments under 

the pouring forth of the seven bowls or vials of 

Divine retribution.”
128

] ejn tw'/ oujranw'/). 
 The expression, “After these things I 

looked,” is “A formula which usually introduces a 

new and important vision,”
129

 or aspect of the 

Revelation, which John was receiving. John said 

that he saw “the temple.”  We are probably not to 

understand a literal temple with stones and mortar 

and lumber in heaven, for in the new Jerusalem 

that will come down out of heaven, there is “no 

temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and 

the Lamb, are its temple” (Rev. 21:22). Yet, John 

saw something, indeed it was the real, of which 

the earthly was a mere copy, but which the author 

to the Hebrews calls “heaven itself” (Hb. 9:24). 

Some think that it is the tabernacle in view here: 

“Probably the tabernacle or tent of witness (Numb. 

9:15; 17:7) is in mind and the tent of meeting (Ex. 

27:21) rather than the temple in Jerusalem.”
130

 

Swete says, “the writer…alludes not to Solomon’s 

Temple or its successors, but to the Tabernacle in 

the Wilderness, the Tent of Witness.”
131

 Others, 

however, take it as a reference to the temple in 

heaven, whatever that is precisely, which in the 

OT “housed God’s law, which the earth-

dwellers”
132

 failed to obey. That brought judgment 

on ancient Israel, but the Law of Moses has since 

been set aside (Hb. 7). Thus the sinners of the 

tribulation period are held accountable for 

disregarding the principles of the new covenant 

inaugurated at the cross (Hb. 9), which perhaps is 

somehow connected to the “temple of the 

tabernacle” in heaven as the “testimony,” which is 

binding upon all mankind, whether they 

acknowledge it or not. John saw this temple 

“opened,” which depicts a coming accounting for 

all those disregarding the new covenant. 

  2. (vs. 6) Out of the heavenly 

temple came the angels: “and the seven angels 

who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, 

clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded 

around their breasts with golden girdles” 

(kai; ejxh'lqon oiJ [“as the definite article, the…w. 

noun…w. appellatives, or common nouns, where, 
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as in class. Gk., the art. has double significance, 

specific or individualizing, and generic…In its 

individualizing use it focuses attention on a single 

thing or single concept, as already known or 

otherwise more definitely limited: things and pers. 

that are unique in kind…The individualizing art. 

stands before a common noun that was previously 

mentioned (without the 

art.)”
133

] eJpta; a[ggeloi [“of supernatural 

powers…angels as messengers of God…Seven 

principal 

angels”
134

] ªoiJº e[conte" ta;" eJpta; plhga;" [“fig
. blow in the sense ‘a blow of fate’, etc...plague, 

misfortune {sent by 

God…}”
135

] ejk tou' naou' [“temple…lit…of the 

heavenly sanctuary…of 

Rv”
136

] ejndedumevnoi livnon [“linen cloth, 

normally in the form of a garment - ‘linen, linen 

garment.’...‘they dressed in clean, bright, linen 

garments’ Re 15.6. Linen garments may be 

described as ‘clothing made out of linen cloth.’ 

What is important in Re 15.6 is the quality of the 

garments, not so much the fact that they were 

made of linen.”
137

; “flax, linen, then someth. made 

of them. In the latter sense in our lit…linen 

garment”
138

; “primarily denotes flax {Eng., linen}; 

then, that which is made of 

it”
139

] kaqaro;n [“clean, pure…lit., in the physical 

sense…clean linen”
140

; “free from impure 

admixture, without blemish, spotless, is 

used…physically”
141

; “pure, as being 

cleansed”
142

] lampro;n [“of garments, esp. white 

ones bright, shining”
143

; “shining, brilliant, bright, 

is used of the clothing of an angel”
144

; “of the 

raiment of the 

angels”
145

] kai; periezwsmevnoi [“gird 
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about…The pass. w. acc. of the thing can be 

understood as a development of this {active, ed.} 

be girded with someth”
146

; “to gird around or 

about, is used…emblematically, of Christ’s 

Priesthood, Rev. 1:13, indicative of majesty of 

attitude and action, the Middle Voice suggesting 

the particular interest taken by Christ in girding 

Himself thus; so of the action of the angels”
147

; 

“The angels wear girdles for 

adornment”
148

] peri; [“w. the acc…of place 

around, about, near…of a part of the body around 

which someth. goes”
149

] ta; sthvqh [“the trunk of 
the body from the neck to the abdomen - 

‘chest.’…‘they had gold bands tied around their 

chests’”
150

; “chest, breast”
151

; “connected with 

histeµmi, to stand, i.e., that which stands out, is 
used of mourners in smiting the breast…of the 

breasts of the angels”
152

] zwvna" [“belt, girdle, in 
our lit. only of a man’s belt or girdle, unless the 

ref. is to heavenly beings {Rv}…sim. of 

angels”
153

; “Eng., zone, denotes a belt or 

girdle”
154

] crusa'" [“golden=made of or adorned 
with gold”

155
]).  

 Then, “seven angels who had the seven 

plagues” of Rev. 15:1, again not the seven angels 

of 8:2 who had the trumpets, but a different group 

altogether, “came out of the temple,” just 

described in the previous verse, obviously sent out 

as messengers of judgment by God. That they 

were “clothed in linen,” which “primarily denotes 

flax,”
156

 and which was “clean and bright” 

“indicates their purity,”
157

 as well as “holiness and 

righteousness.”
158

 They were also “girded” or 

clothed “around their breasts,” i.e., the chest area, 

“the trunk of the body from the neck to the 
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156Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

157Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture 

Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 

158Tom Constable. Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible. Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003. Re 15:6. 

abdomen,”
159

 “with golden girdles (zwvna"),” or 
belts, or “bands,”

160
 which “point to the glory of 

God.”
161

 

 As was the case with Christ in Rev. 1:13, 

these angles were not dressed for priestly duties, 

“but the position of the girdle about the breasts 

rather than the waist indicates” that the angels 

were “exercising a judicial rather than a priestly 

role. A priest would be girded about the waist, 

signifying service; but the girdle placed about the 

shoulders or breasts indicates a magisterial 

function (cf. John 13:2-5; Rev. 15:6).”
162

 “This 

means that they are equipped to execute righteous 

judgment by which God will be glorified.”
163

 

These angels are clearly on a “punitive mission”
164

 

to execute divine judgments. 

  3. (vs. 7) The angels were then 

given the bowls containing the wrath of God: 

“And one of the four living creatures gave to the 

seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath 

of God, who lives forever and ever” 

(kai; e}n ejk tw'n tessavrwn zwv/wn [“living thing or 
being, to denote beings that are not human and yet 

not really animals of the usual kind…Of the four 

peculiar beings at God’s throne, whose description 

Rv 4:6-9 reminds us of the zw'/a in Ezk 1:5ff, the 
cherubim.”

165
] e[dwken toi'" eJpta; ajggevloi" eJpt

a; fiavla" [“Broad shallow saucers, old word”166; 
“Eng., phial, denotes a bowl; so the R.V., for 

A.V., ‘vial,’…the word is suggestive of rapidity in 

the emptying of the contents. While the seals {ch. 

6} give a general view of the events of the last 

‘week’ or ‘hebdomad,’ in the vision given to 

Daniel, Dan. 9:23-27, the ‘trumpets’ refer to the 

judgments which, in a more or less extended 

period, are destined to fall especially, though not 

only, upon apostate Christendom and apostate 

Jews. The emptying of the bowls betokens the 

final series of judgments in which this exercise of 

the wrath of God is ‘finished’ {Rev. 15:1, R.V.}. 
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These are introduced by the 7th trumpet.”
167

; 

“Portents of dreadful 

events.”
168

] crusa'" gemouvsa" [“be full…of 

someth…of God’s wrath”
169

] tou' qumou' [“anger, 
wrath, rage…God’s wrath”

170
; “what is moved or 

moves, i.e., vital force, and it may then denote 

such varied things as desire, impulse, spirit, anger, 

sensibility, disposition, and thought. In the NT 

thymoŒs occurs five times in Paul, once in 

Hebrews, twice in Luke, and ten times in 

Revelation {five with touŒ theouŒ}. The meaning is 

always ‘wrath,’ human in Paul, Hebrews, and 

Luke but not in Rom. 2:8, divine in Revelation 

except in 12:12 {the dragon’s wrath}. Symbols are 

wine and cup {from the OT}, as well as 

vials”
171

] tou' qeou' tou' zw'nto" [“live…of 

physical life in contrast to death…of beings that in 

reality, or as they are portrayed, are not subject to 

death: of Melchizedek…In this sense it is most 

comprehensively applied to God…W. the addition 

eij" tou;" aijw'na" tw'n aijwvnwn”172; “‘The living 

one for ages of ages’ is a common phrase in the 

Apocalypse for God as eternally 

existing”
173

] eij" tou;" aijw'na" [“time, age…very 
long time, eternity…of time to come which, if it 

has no end, is also known as eternity…more fully 

eij" tou;" aij. tw'n aijwvnwn…for evermore…Of 

God…”
174

] tw'n aijwvnwn). 
 John tells us here that one of the “four 

living creatures,” mentioned here for the tenth of 

eleven times in the book. You will remember that 

we said that most likely they are a unique order 

angelic beings, one like a lion, one like a calf, one 

like a man, and one like an eagle, each one with 

six wings and full of eyes, front and behind, and 

around and within. They worship God constantly 

saying, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, is THE LORD GOD, 

THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS 

TO COME” (Rev. 4:8b), but they do other things 

too. Here one of them, we do not know which one, 
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171Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 
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Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

“gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls 

(fiavla") full of the wrath (qumou') of God, who 
lives forever and ever.” The “bowls” are “broad 

shallow saucers,
175

 “normally used for cooking or 

for serving liquids,”
176

 here perhaps “suggestive of 

rapidity in the emptying of the contents.”
177

 We 

are familiar with the wrath (qumou') of God by 
now, and though there is the awesome prospect of 

judgment from the eternal God here, yet those 

judgments are temporary, and they will soon be 

completed. Obviously there are no literal bowls 

holding the literal wrath of God to be literally 

poured out on men, but this is a picture of the 

delegating by God of definite judgments to be 

executed by these punitive angels. 

  4. (vs. 8) The temple in heaven was 

deeply affected by the events of judgment on 

earth: “And the temple was filled with smoke from 

the glory of God and from His power; and no one 

was able to enter the temple until the seven 

plagues of the seven angels were finished” 

(kai; ejgemivsqh [“fill…Pass…the temple was filled 

w. smoke”
178

; “to fill or load full, is used of…the 

Temple, with 

smoke”
179

] oJ nao;" kapnou' [“smoke…Of the 

cloud of smoke in which God appears”
180

] ejk [“to 
denote origin, cause, motive, reason…to denote 

origin of another kind”
181

] th'" dovxh" [“the state 
of brightness or shining - ‘brightness, shining, 

radiance.’…In Re 15.8 {...‘and the temple was 

filled with smoke from the brightness of God’} the 

reference is evidently to the Shekinah. The 

Shekinah, which filled the Temple when it was 

first constructed {1 Kings 8.11}, was regarded as a 

bright, cloud-like object which represented the 

personal presence of God.”
182

; “brightness, 

splendor, radiance…lit.”
183

; “as the Divine Mode 

of Being. While the term can denote ‘reputation’ 

or ‘power,’ its main use in the NT is shaped by the 
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OT; it thus becomes a biblical term rather than a 

Greek one. While individual nuances may embrace 

divine honor, splendor, power, or radiance, what is 

always expressed is the divine mode of being, 

although with varying stress on the element of 

visible 

manifestation”
184

] tou' qeou' kai; ejk th'" dunavmew
" aujtou' kai; oujdei;" ejduvnato eijselqei'n [“come 
{in, into}, go {in, into}, enter…ei[" ti of a 
place…w. names of cities…of other 

places…temple”
185

; “Complementary 

{Supplementary}…The infinitive is very 

frequently used with “helper” verbs to complete 

their thought. Such verbs rarely occur without the 

infinitive.”
186

] eij" to;n nao;n [“temple…of the 

heavenly 

sanctuary”
187

] a[cri [“conjunction…without rel., 

used w. aor. subj. until”
188

] telesqw'sin [“to bring 
an activity to a successful finish - ‘to complete, to 

finish, to end, to accomplish.’…‘until the seven 

plagues brought by the seven angels had come to 

an end’”
189

; “should be finished”
190

; “‘ending’ or 

‘accomplishing’ is the 

point”
191

] aiJ eJpta; plhgai; [“blow, stroke…blow 
in the sense ‘a blow of fate’, etc…plague, 

misfortune {sent by 

God…}”
192

] tw'n eJpta; ajggevlwn). 
 Finally we learn that “the temple” from 

which these angels emerged in heaven “was filled 

with smoke (kapnou') from the glory (dovxh") of 
God and from His power (dunavmew").” The smoke 

was evidently that “in which God appears”
193

 “and 

the temple was filled with smoke from the 

brightness,” i.e., glory, “of God”
194

 and His power, 

which is clearly the dynamic force controlling the 

outcome of human history. “The reference is 

evidently to the Shekinah. The Shekinah, which 

filled the Temple when it was first constructed (1 
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Kings 8:11), was regarded as a bright, cloud-like 

object which represented the personal presence of 

God.”
195

 Of course the same kind of thing 

occurred when God took up residence in the 

tabernacle upon its completion in Ex. 40:34f, not 

to mention, “the pillar of cloud by day,” and “the 

pillar of fire by night” (Ex. 13:22), by which the 

presence and guidance of God was manifested to 

Israel as they made their way to the promised land 

from Egypt. 

 We are not expressly told why, but “no one 

was able to enter the temple,” that is, to approach 

the presence of God, “until the seven plagues of 

the seven angels were finished.” Constable thinks 

that, “This indicates the climactic nature of these 

judgments.”
196

 Someone else says that it, “may 

mean that no priestly intercession can now delay 

God’s wrath.”
197

 

 

III Conc. 

 About this chapter, Dr. Tom Constable 

incisively says, “This chapter is really more of a 

prelude to chapter 16 than a conclusion to chapters 

12-14. Chapters 12-14 record prophetically 

historical information about the Great Tribulation 

but not in the chronological sequence of the three 

sets of seven judgments (seals, trumpets, and 

bowls). Chapter 15 is similar to 8:1 in that it 

prepares for the next set of judgments. It prepares 

for the resumption of the chronological 

progression of events on earth that ended 

temporarily in 11:19.”
198

 Dr. Walvoord adds, 

“Taken as a whole, Revelation 15:5-8 presents a 

fearful picture of impending divine judgment on a 

wicked world. The judgments which are to be 

poured out (chap. 16) fully justify this ominous 

introduction.”
199 
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