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A. It is indeed the first step of discipleship.
B. To embark on the journey of discipleship 

initiated by baptism is the wise choice.
C. God will see you through, enabling you 

to keep your commitment.



2

A. It is indeed the first step of discipleship.
1. It has to be connected to discipleship because 

salvation is free (Rev. 22:17; Rm. 4:5; 6:23; 

Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; Jn. 3:16; 20:31). 
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“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’

And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the 

one who wishes take the water of life 

without cost” (Rev. 22:17).
“But to the one who does not work, but 

believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is reckoned as righteousness”

(Rm. 4:5).
“For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 

gift of God; not as a result of works, that no 

one should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).
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“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 

which we have done in righteousness, but 

according to His mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit” (Titus 3:5).
“For God so loved the world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have 

eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).
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“Many other signs therefore Jesus also 

performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but 

these have been written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life 

in His name” (Jn. 20:30-31).



6

A. It is indeed the first step of discipleship.
1. It has to be connected to discipleship because 

salvation is free (Rev. 22:17; Rm. 4:5; 6:23; 

Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5; Jn. 3:16; 20:31). 
2. Discipleship is costly (Lk. 14:25-33). 
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“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate 

his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even his own life, he cannot be My 

disciple. Whoever does not carry his own 

cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple” (Lk. 14:26-27).
Like a man who builds a tower, 

discipleship involves first sitting “down” to 

“calculate the cost to see if” (Lk. 14:28) 

one has the wherewithal, the resources, to 

complete the course.



8

B. To embark on the journey of discipleship 

initiated by baptism is the wise choice.
1. God encourages His people to do it (Mt. 

28:19-20). 
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age” (Mt. 

28:19-20).
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B. To embark on the journey of discipleship 

initiated by baptism is the wise choice.
1. God encourages His people to do it (Mt. 

28:19-20). 
2. However, as we saw in Luke, one must count 

the cost (See also Mt. 10:34-39). 
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“He who loves father or mother more than 

Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not 

worthy of Me. And he who does not take 

his cross and follow after Me is not worthy 

of Me. He who has found his life shall lose 

it, and he who has lost his life for My sake 

shall find it” (Mt. 10:37-39). The context 

that follows shows that this is all about 

rewards:
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“He who receives a prophet in the name of 

a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; 

and he who receives a righteous man in the 

name of a righteous man shall receive a 

righteous man’s reward. And whoever in 

the name of a disciple gives to one of these 

little ones even a cup of cold water to 

drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose 

his reward” (Mt. 10:41-42).
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B. To embark on the journey of discipleship 

initiated by baptism is the wise choice.
1. God encourages His people to do it (Mt. 

28:19-20). 
2. However, as we saw in Luke, one must count 

the cost (See also Mt. 10:34-39). 
3. One thing is for certain: Whatever other life 

choice one might make is second-rate as 

compared to the full-fledged life of being a 

disciple of Jesus. Compare what you see in 

Jn. 12:37-43 with what Jesus promised in Mk. 

10:28-30.
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“. . . many even of the rulers believed in 

Him, but because of the Pharisees they 

were not confessing Him, lest they should 

be put out of the synagogue; for they loved 

the approval of men rather than the 

approval of God” (Jn. 12:41-43).
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“Peter began to say to Him, ‘Behold, we 

have left everything and followed You.’

Jesus said, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no 

one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or 

farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s 

sake, but that he shall receive a hundred 

times as much now in the present age, 

houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and farms, along with 

persecutions; and in the age to come, 

eternal life’” (Mk. 10:28-30) which in this 

case is a deeper experience with Christ in 

eternity.



C. God will see you through, enabling you 

to keep your commitment.
1. Remember that baptism is not a picture of 

maturity—it’s anything but! Rather, it’s much 

closer to acknowledging that you’re in the 

first grade, while demonstrating a desire and a 

commitment to go on to maturity.
2. You’ve enrolled in a school that has no 

graduates on earth. School ends the day you 

die, or the day that the rapture takes place. 

Then you will face your final examination at 

the judgment seat of Christ to see how you 

did in that school, where your reward will be 

determined, not your eternal destiny. 
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3. Admittedly there are some dropouts, many, or 

maybe even most people who enroll drop out. 

The Bible is replete with people who didn’t 

finish their lives well at all. But by God’s 

grace, we can all finish well.
4. A word of caution: Before we hasten to point 

an accusatory finger at the dropouts, we must 

pause and consider ourselves in regard to this 

matter: “Therefore let him who thinks he 

stands take heed lest he fall” (1Cor. 10:12).


