
I Intro. (Mar. 15, 1987, ACC; Mar. 25, Apr. 22, 

2007) 

 We know that we have been “raised up 

with Christ” (Col. 3:1), after having “died” with 

Him with the result that our lives are, “hidden with 

Christ in God” (vs. 3). We also know that we are 

to seek and mind, “the things above” (vv. 1-2). 

That means that we will not use the dynamics of 

legalism to achieve spirituality in this world, that 

is, we will not set our “mind…on the things that 

are on earth” (vs. 2), such as we discovered in 

chapter two, especially vv. 20-23.  

We are to put into practice our position in 

Christ, but our approach will be different from the 

world’s for suppressing evil impulses. The threats, 

pain, and intimidations of a legalistic system are 

worthless, but under the new covenant (cf. 1:26), 

we instead simply do three things, “consider the 

members of” our “earthly body as dead” to sin 

(3:5-7), put off angry talk (vs. 8), and finally, we 

are to stop lying (vv. 9-11). 

 

II Put into Practice Your Position in Christ (Col. 

3:5-11). 

 A. Consider your bodily members as dead 

to sin (3:5-7). 

  1. (vs. 5) “Therefore (ou\n)” shows 

that these directives follow logically from the great 

truths of the previous paragraph that we, “have 

been raised up with Christ,” and that our, “life is 

hidden with Christ in God,” which effectively 

means that we are as good as in heaven with him, 

just as Paul said in Eph. 2:6, namely, that God, 

“raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in 

the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.” 

That has implications for us now. So Paul 

said, “consider the members of your earthly body 

as dead,” a dynamic equivalency translation to the 

literal reading of the NKJV, “put to death your 

members which are on the earth.”
1
 The expression, 

“which are on earth,” is identical in Greek with 

that of Col. 3:2b, “the things that are on earth,” but 

there it is a noun, here it is an adj. modifying 

“members,” meaning members of our as yet 

unredeemed human bodies, which remain the seat 

of sin in believers, and indeed in humanity in 

general. (This reminds us that the expression, “the 

things that are on earth” in vs. 2b, reflected man’s 
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ideas of how to curb the flesh in 2:20-23, which 

proved a failure. We find the real answer here. 

One of the ironies of legalism is that it causes us 

to focus on the very things we are trying to cease. 

Thus the close connection between the list that 

follows and legalistic means to stop practicing 

those things. Further, our bodies are still in that 

realm of those things naturally opposed to God. 

See intro.)  

Obviously Paul is not suggesting killing, 

i.e., cutting off particular body parts, which are the 

offending members, anymore than our Lord would 

have had such a thing in mind in Mt. 5:29-30; 

“And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it 

out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you 

that one of the parts of your body perish, than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if 

your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and 

throw it from you; for it is better for you that one 

of the parts of your body perish, than for your 

whole body to go into hell,” a passage impressing 

on us the seriousness of sin. No, positionally we 

have “died with Christ” (Col. 2:20; 3:3; cf. 2:12), 

now we are commanded to decisively put that into 

effect experientially, i.e., “consider…dead 

(N ek r wvs at e aorist, active, imperative; Cf. Rm. 

6:11: 8:13 for similar concepts.),” meaning to, 

“deaden or cause to cease completely…what is 

earthly in”
2
 us, that is, literally, “the members 

which are upon earth,” which, as it turns out are 

appositionally the list of evils, namely, 

“immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

greed.” Evidently then the general term, 

“members,” stands by synecdoche for the evils that 

arise from them.  

The evils listed are essentially sensual sins 

including, “immorality (p o rn ei van),” or any “illicit 

sexual intercourse,”
3
 “impurity (ajk a q a r s i van),” 

that is, “especially moral impurity in this 

context,”
4
 “passion (p avq o "),” here it means, 

“uncontrolled illegitimate desire,”
5
 “evil desire 

(ejp i qumi van  k a k h vn),” or “illicit craving,”
6
 “and 

greed (p leon exi van),” with the meaning that no 

amount of illicit sensuality is enough, there is 

always a grasping for more, and therefore it is that, 
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“which amounts to idolatry (ei jdwlo lat r i va),” or 

“which is idolatry,” because it makes a god out of 

that which is no God, and “seeks satisfaction in 

things below and not above.”
7
 In immorality men 

worship and serve the creature rather than the 

Creator, and that is idolatry. Lightfoot denies that 

“greed (p leon exi van)” can have reference to sexual 

sins, claiming that “the sense of ‘impurity’…is 

founded on a misconception.”
8
 There are too many 

passages where the connection is plain enough, 

however. See Eph. 5:3; 2Pt. 2:3, 4 and esp. Eph. 

4:19, which reads, “and they, having become 

callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, 

for the practice of every kind of impurity with 

greediness.” Constable apparently agrees saying, 

“Paul’s first list deals with sexual practices.”
9
 

Note also this quoted from Trench, “in the deep 

symbolical language of Scripture fornication is the 

standing image of idolatry; they are in fact ever 

spoken of as one and the same sin, considered now 

in its fleshly, now in its spiritual aspect.”
10

 So the 

term here, “may refer especially to an unholy 

desire to satisfy sexual appetite which is 

idolatry.”
11

  

The list moves from action to the desire 

behind it, and if Lightfoot is right, “The general 

order is from the less comprehensive to the more 

comprehensive,”
12

 since indeed, “evil desire and 

greed” can easily move beyond the scope of sexual 

desire to wrong desire for almost anything. 

Whatever the specific meaning, we are to kill such 

practices in our lives. We must remember that our 

bodies and the flesh, which is that complex of evil 

desires arising from our unredeemed body, are part 

and parcel of the world system out there. There is 

something in me that is opposed to God and His 

will. This I must actively put to death as a way of 

life during my earthly sojourn, for Paul says, “if by 

the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live” (Rm. 8:13b). I can really live 

spiritually in this spiritually dead body because, 

“the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
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dwells in” me, and, “He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to” my “mortal” 

body “through His Spirit who indwells” me (Rm. 

8:11). Certainly wonton immorality, such as that 

of the libertine Gnostics, who said that the soul, 

and/or the spirit realm, was unaffected by what 

was done in the body, is to be rejected. Paul just 

told us how to do it. 

2. (vs. 6) “For it is on account of these 

things” is literally, “on account of which things 

(di !  a}),” but there is no problem with seeing that 

Paul is giving a reason for the previous verse, even 

if he did not expressly state it. Believers are to put 

to death the members of the body, namely, the 

evils listed in vs. 5 in light of the fact that, “it is on 

account of these things that the wrath (ojrgh ;) of 

God will come (e[rcet a i present, deponent, 

indicative),” literally, “is come,” or, “is coming.” 

In Scripture, “the wrath of God” is God’s 

displeasure or temporal judgment on sinful men. It 

has no reference to hell, or forensic, legal, or 

governmental judgment. In Rm. 1:18-19, Paul 

said, “For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, because that which is known 

about God is evident within them; for God made it 

evident to them” (bold added). That judgment is 

manifested in vv. 24, 26, and 28 of that same 

chap., which see. That does not mean that there is 

no future aspect to this judgment. There is, but it is 

still temporal judgment that is in view. Constable 

thinks that is what is in view here, specifically 

God’s wrath as expressed in, “the Tribulation 

period (cf. 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rom. 5:9).”
13

 

However, it is better not to limit the passage to the 

coming tribulation in light of Rm. 1:18 ff., even 

though that might be the emphasis.  

Some manuscripts add, “upon the sons of 

disobedience,” a definite reference to unbelievers 

as it is in Eph. 2:1-3, “And you were dead in your 

trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 

according to the course of this world, according to 

the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that 

is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 

of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and 
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of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 

even as the rest” (bold added). (The expression is 

bracketed in the Nestle Aland 26
th
 Edition: 

“ªejp i ; t ou;" ui Jou;" t h '" ajp ei qei va "º.”14
) 

The fact that God pours out His temporal 

wrath for the sins of vs. 5 makes it plain that we 

should avoid those sins for the same reason. For 

believers can also come under that same temporal 

wrath, as Rm. 5:9-10 may imply, “Much more 

then, having now been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of God through 

Him. For if while we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 

saved by His life.” The life in view there is ours by 

the Spirit in Rm. 8:2, 6, 11. If we are not led by 

the Spirit, we will not have the victorious 

experience of that life in daily Christian living, but 

as the legalists that we would then necessarily be, 

our experience would be that of Rm. 7, a failed 

experience. 

“Such behavior will bring God’s wrath 

eventually. That is, God will discipline Christians 

as well as non-believers who practice these things. 

These activities normally characterize the unsaved. 

Christians are to put them aside.”
15

 

 3. (vs. 7) This verse describes our 

experience before we were saved: “and in them 

you also once walked (p er i ep at h vs at e), when you 

were living (ejzh 't e imperfect, active, indicative) in 

them.” Lightfoot says, “The two expressions 

zh 'n  ejn and p er i ep at ei 'n ejn involve two distinct 

ideas, denoting the condition of their life and the 

character of their practice respectively. Their 

conduct was conformable to their circumstances. 

Comp. Gal. 5:25 

ei j z w'men  p n euvmat i ,  p n euvmat i  k a i ; st o i cw'men.”
16

 So “living in them” denotes the condition of 

their life at that time, and “walked,” the practice 

that marked that condition or state of being.  

“Living,” or “used to live (imperf.)” then is 

essentially equal to “existing,” for they were lost, 

but in that existence, they committed evil deeds in 

the form of sexual sins, as a matter of the normal 

course of things. Again see Eph. 2:1-3. 

 B. Put aside evil and angry talk (3:8). 
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  1. (vs. 8) Here is the second 

command of the pericope: “But now you (uJmei '") 

also, put them all aside (ajp ovqes qe).” “But now 

(n un i ; de;)” contrasts the present state of the 

Colossian believers with their unsaved past just 

described vs. 7. “You” is emphatic as in vv. 4, 7, 

“you yourselves.” “Also” adds to the list of vs. 5 

the wrongs of the evil and angry tongue found 

here. “Them all (t a; p avn t a, lit., ‘all things’)” is 

an adjective used as a noun, but reflects back to 

the phrase, “in them (ejn  t ouvt o i "),” vs. 7b, with 

which is agrees in gender and number. The 

command is “put aside (ajp ovqes qe aorist, middle, 
imperative),” which means, “to put away, lay 

aside like old clothes. This metaphor of clothing 

Paul now uses with several verbs 

(ajp o qes qe…here, ajp ek dus a men o i…in verse 9, 

ejn dus a men o i…in verse 10, ejn dus a s qe…in verse 

12),”
17

 and is otherwise familiar in his writings 

(Rm. 13:12, 14; 1Cor. 15:53, 54; Eph. 4:22, 24-

25; 1Th. 5:8).  

So believers are to “put aside” the “whole 

bunch of filthy rags”
18

 in the following list. They 

are, “anger (ojrgh vn),” has the meaning of, “an 

abiding and settled habit of mind…with the 

purpose of revenge,”
19

 “wrath (qumovn),” with the 

sense of, “turbulent commotion, the boiling,”
20

 

but “temporary”
21

 “agitation of the feelings,”
22

 

perhaps with the connotation of “rage,”
23

 “malice 

(k a k i van),” which is, “a mean-spirited or vicious 

attitude or disposition…ill-will, malignity,”
24

 

“with a possible implication of desiring to do 

harm,”
25

 and is, “the vice that lies below anger 

and rage as their root,”
26

 “slander 

(bla sf h mi van),” that is, “any kind of speech that 

is…abusive,”
27

 and thus, “speech that denigrates 

or defames, reviling, denigration, disrespect,”
28
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“and abusive speech (a i jscr o logi van),” which 

is, “an old word for low and obscene speech 

which occurs here only in the N.T.,”
29

 with the 

sense of, “speech of a kind that is generally 

considered in poor taste, obscene speech, dirty 

talk…Obscene expressions would also be used to 

flavor derogatory remarks…hence the rendering 

scurrilous talk…is pertinent.”
30

 “Scurrilous” 

means, “Given to the use of vulgar, coarse, or 

abusive language; foul-mouthed.”
31

 “The word 

can only mean ‘abuse,’ when the abuse is ‘foul-

mouthed.’ And thus we may suppose that both 

ideas, ‘filthiness’ and ‘evil-speaking,’ are 

included here.”
32

 

 The final expression of the verse, “from 

your mouth (ejk  t ou' st ovmat o " uJmw'n),” literally, 

“out of your mouth,” may be taken with “abusive 

speech” only, or since “slander” precedes that 

expression and is clearly and sin of the mouth, it 

seems better to connect the prepositional phrase 

with the verb, “put aside,” and understand it as 

affecting all the sins insofar as they are sins of the 

mouth or tongue, which only the believer can 

tame by the grace of God (Jm. 3:8). This is vital 

because the mouth reveals the heart (Mt. 12:34b) 

and defiles the man (Mk. 7:20-23). Though the 

emphasis is upon what is said, yet generally, “In 

this catalog of sin the apostle goes from motives 

to acts.”
33

 

 Paul is not engaging in a fantasy here, nor 

is he proclaiming the power of positive thinking. 

The believer is commanded to put these things 

aside precisely because he can do so because he 

has both died with Christ and been raised up with 

Him, so that he is free to “walk in newness of 

life” (Rm. 6:4b). This is all a part of setting our 

minds on things above (3:1-4). The actual and 

real power to do this by the Spirit is in every 

believer. 

C. Do not lie (vv. 9-11). 

1. (vs. 9) Finally, the third 

imperative or command is given (Lightfoot thinks 

the following participles are part of the 
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command,
34

 but this is not necessary. They offer 

the reasons for the command.): “Do not lie 

(y euvdes qe present, deponent, imperative) to one 

another,” the present may imply, “stop lying,” that 

is, to stop an action in progress. “To one another,” 

has the sense of “against (ei j") one another” in an 

obvious, “hostile sense.”
35

  

To lie is not simply to say something that 

is not true. Rather it is, “A false statement 

deliberately presented as being true; a 

falsehood…Something meant to deceive or give a 

wrong impression.”
36

 This is of course sinful 

behavior in any context generally, but particularly 

so in the case of one believer against another 

believer. 

 “Since you laid aside” translates a single 

participle, “ajp ek dus avmen o i  (aorist, deponent, 

participle),” literally, “after having laid aside,” so 

that this action precedes that of the command, “do 

not lie.” “Laid aside” is perhaps a stronger word 

than “put…aside (ajp ovqes qe)” in vs. 8., and was 

used in 2:15, where it was translated, “disarmed.” 

The idea is literally, “to strip off from oneself.”
37

 

What was already accomplished positionally, 

needed to be applied experientially as Paul 

exhorted the Ephesians in 4:22. Lying is a specific 

example of that; it appears in Eph. 4:25 as well. 

At the moment of faith whereby they were 

justified, the Colossians positionally laid aside, 

“the old self (t o;n  p a la i o;n  a[n q r wp on, literally, 

‘the old man’),” that was who the Colossians were 

in their unsaved state, what they “were as sons of 

Adam, with an unregenerate nature,”
38

 and now 

remained in them as a complex of attributes, 

because though laid aside or stripped off, it could 

rise again, “with its evil practices 

(su;n  t a i '" p r avxes i n  aujt ou'),” which was what the 

Colossians did in their unsaved state. It is 

essentially the same thing as the decisive death of 

self applied to our account at that same moment 

(Col. 2:20; 3:3; cf. Rm. 6:6; Gal. 5:24). This 

obviously would set the stage for ceasing to lie. 
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 2. (vs. 10) In addition to having 

negatively laid aside the old self, positively the 

Colossians had, “put on (ejn dus avmen o i) the new 

self (n evon  ‘self’ or ‘man’ – understood),” or, 

“recent and hence superior to that which is old.”
39

 

This is equivalent to having been raised up with 

Christ in new spiritual life (Col. 2:12, 13; 3:1; 

Eph. 2:6; Gal. 2:20). Yes, Christ “is our life,” 

(Col. 3:4a), and yet we are born again, and 

therefore really are new creatures (2Cor. 5:17), 

who have been made partakers of the divine nature 

(2Pt. 1:4b). “Put on (ejn dus avmen o i)” means, “the 

taking on of characteristics, virtues, intentions, 

etc…put on the new (i.e. spiritual) person.”
40

 (See 

Rm. 13:14 – practice, “put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ”; Lk. 24:49; Gal. 3:27 – position, “have 

clothed yourselves with Christ.”) That which is 

stated to be a position here is something to be 

done in practice in Eph. 4:24, “and put on the new 

self.”  

Here we learn that the new self “is” in the 

process of “being renewed 

(ajn a k a i n ouvmen on  present, passive, participle),” 

obviously a matter of practice, whereas in the Eph. 

4:24 passage, its position is in view, the new self 

or man having, “been created in righteousness and 

holiness of the truth.” “Renewed” is used in 2Cor. 

4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though 

our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is 

being renewed day by day.” We are new creatures 

(2Cor. 5:17), to be sure, but as we walk by the 

Spirit we are passively in the process of being 

renewed (2Cor. 3:18), so that we go on to 

maturity, having more and more become in 

practice what we are in position. This is not 

inconceivable, for even the Lord Jesus, “learned 

obedience from the things which He suffered” 

(Hb. 5:9) and was perfected through them (2:10).  

This renewal has a specific direction here, 

“to a true knowledge (ei j" ejp i vgn ws i n),” or simply 

“in or unto knowledge.” The Gnostics claimed 

knowledge, but it was not the true knowledge, in 

fact, it was erroneous (Col. 2:8, 18; cf. vs. 4). Our 

renewal is further said to be, “according to the 

image (ei jk ovn a) of the One who created 

(k t i vs an t o ") him,” that is, through God’s creative 
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achievements man “represents” God “in terms of 

basic form and features,”
41

 though nothing 

physical is in view. There is in all this the motion 

of moving more and more into conformity with the 

Lord Jesus, so that we become like Him in 

character and in conduct (2Cor. 3:18; Rm. 12:2; 

Phil. 3:10; cf. Eph. 3:19). This is the will of God 

for us (Rm. 8:29).  

Remember that man was made in God’s 

image (Gen. 1:26), and although marred, man is 

still in that image (Jm. 3:9; cf. Hb. 2:8). In Christ 

by the Father’s new creation (2Cor. 5:17; Eph. 

2:10), we can be conformed to His image again, as 

we saw in Rm. 8:29 and 2Cor. 3:18. This is 

instantaneous in position but gradual in daily 

practice because spirituality takes time (1Cor. 3:1-

3; 1Tm. 3:6; Hb. 5:12), but someday at His 

coming it will be complete (1Jn. 3:2).  

Although it may not be readily apparent, 

this being conformed to His image is all a part of 

being prepared to rule with Christ in the age to 

come. For in the original creation, man’s being 

created in the image of God was directly 

connected with his having dominion over the 

original world: “And God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male 

and female He created them. And God blessed 

them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

sky, and over every living thing that moves on the 

earth’” (Gen. 1:27-28). Man is not able to subdue 

all things now (Hb. 2:8), but this is regained in 

Christ (2:9 ff.). All of this is remarkable!  

This is in perfect keeping with the context 

of Col. 3 also, see notes on vv. 1-4 in connection 

with “Christ…seated at the right hand of God.” 

 3. (vs. 11) Naturally a “renewal” as 

profound as this changes everything. It is one, “in 

which (o{p ou),” literally, “where,” all the old 

distinctions are obliterated, that is, where, “There 

does not exist”
42

 and, “cannot exist…negativing 

not merely the fact, but the possibility,”
43

 of such 

things that would cause one man to suppose that 

he is inherently superior to another. Such arrogant 

                                                 
41Arndt, William, Frederick W. Danker and Walter Bauer. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 282. 

42Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

43Joseph Barber Lightfoot, Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon., 8th ed. (London and New 

York: Macmillan and co., 1886). 214. 
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thinking in the church (Col. 2:18) leads to division 

and destroys the testimony of the church. “In 

Christ distinctions are removed. These include 

national distinctions (Greek or Jew; Jews called all 

those outside their nation Greeks; cf. Gal. 3:28); 

religious distinctions (circumcised or 

uncircumcised); cultural distinctions (anyone 

foreign to Greek culture was a barbarian, and a 

Scythian was a wild, savage nomad); and 

economic or social distinctions (slave or free). If a 

Greek, an uncircumcised person, a barbarian, a 

Scythian, or a slave became a believer, he was a 

“new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), a “new self” (Col. 

3:10), just like a Jew or free person who became a 

Christian. For Christ is all, and is in all. That is, 

normal human distinctions are overruled and 

transfigured by one’s union in Christ.”
44

 

“Christ has dispossessed and obliterated all 

distinctions of religious prerogative and 

intellectual preeminence and social caste; Christ 

has substituted Himself for all these; Christ 

occupies the whole sphere of human life and 

permeates all its developments.”
45

  

Johnson says, “There are three realms, 

relevant to the Colossians, in which He is all. He 

is everything in salvation; hence there is no place 

for angelic mediation in God’s redemptive work 

(cf. 1:18–22; 2:18). He is everything in 

sanctification; hence legality and asceticism are 

out of place in the Christian life (cf. 2:16–23). He 

is our life (3:3–4). Finally, He is everything 

necessary for human satisfaction; hence there is no 

need for philosophy, or the deeds of the old man 

(1:26–28; 2:3, 9–10). He fills the whole life, and 

all else is hindering and harmful.”
46

 

 

III Conc. 

It behooves us to heed the commands to 

“consider the members of” our “earthly body as 

dead” to sin (3:5-7), put off angry talk (vs. 8), and 

finally, we are to stop lying (vv. 9-11). 
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