
I Intro. (May 6, 2007) 

 Having just spoken about the necessity of 

putting on certain Christian character qualities, 

and allowing the peace of Christ to rule in their 

hearts, and being thankful, Paul now commanded 

his readership to have the word of Christ dwell in 

their hearts (Col. 3:16). Finally by way of an 

understood verb, he commanded them to do all 

things in Jesus’ name (3:17). 

 

II Two Overarching Commands (Col. 3:16-17) 

 A. The word of Christ must dwell in their 

hearts (3:16). 

  1. (vs. 16) This probably is to be 

understood as the imperative of command and 

nothing less, as the translation, “Let,” might imply. 

Therefore the Colossians must see to it that, “the 

word of Christ ( JO lovgo" tou' Cristou'),” a phrase 
occurring “only here, though ‘the word of the 

Lord’ in I Thess. 1:8; 4:15; II Thess. 3:1,”
1
 does 

“richly dwell within” them.  The expression, “Of 

Christ,” “can be either the subjective genitive (the 

word delivered by Christ) or the objective genitive 

(the word about Christ).”
2
 Constable takes it as 

subjective, “Christ’s teachings, not only during 

His earthly ministry but also in all of Scripture,”
3
 

as does Lightfoot, “subjective genitive, so that 

Christ is the speaker.”
4
 He adds, “There seems to 

be no direct reference in this expression to any 

definite body of truths either written or oral, but  

JO lovgo" tou' Cristou' denotes the presence of 
Christ in the heart, as an inward monitor: comp. 1 

Joh. 2:14.”
5
 Evidently Lightfoot accurately sees 

little difference between the word of Christ and 

Christ Himself. 

 The phrase, “richly dwell within you 

(ejnoikeivtw ejn uJmi'n plousivw"),” generally means 
to have Christ’s word live in us in abundant 

supply. The figurative sense of “dwell” is “to 

remain in a place defined psychologically or 

spiritually.”
6
 It is that place where, “the word of 

Christ is really at home in our hearts.”
7
 Very close 
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to the concept that we have here is that of 1Jn. 

2:14 above, and also Jn. 15:1-11. In that section 

we have several forms of expressions involving 

the synonymous idea of abiding. We are to abide 

in Christ and He in us (vv. 4-7a). In vs. 7b we 

have the idea of Jesus’ words abiding in us, very 

parallel to our verse here. Then in vv. 9b-10, we 

have the idea of abiding in His love. What is the 

point of all this? Clearly the concept of living or 

abiding indicates the most intimate of 

relationships. So if the word of Christ is dwelling 

or abiding in me, it indicates that His word is the 

controlling dynamic of my life. It is the power 

source in my incentives, desires, thoughts, words, 

and deeds. That results in a life that is pleasing in 

the sight of God (Col. 1:9). 

The adverb “richly” has reference “to that 

which exists in a large amount, with the 

implication of its being valuable.”
8
 The term 

“richly (plousivw"),” is used elsewhere in the NT 
only “of…the gift of the Holy Spirit…entrance 

into the coming Kingdom…and material 

benefits.”
9
 See Tit. 3:6 and 2 Pet. 1:11 and 1 Tim. 

6:17 respectively. 

We should take “within you (ejn uJmi'n)” to 
mean, “not ‘among you,”

10
 but in you individually, 

i.e., “the indwelling should be individual and 

personal.”
11
 

“The Colossians are to emphasize the 

ministry of teaching and admonition by the singing 

of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.”
12
 The 

richness of the word of Christ dwelling within us 

is so profound, “so as to lead to the following 

results,”
13
 namely that, “with all wisdom 

(ejn pavsh/ sofiva/),” a phrase that can be taken 
“with plousiw"…(richly) or with the participles 

following…Either punctuation makes good 

sense,”
14
 we can accomplish an instructive 

ministry. We follow Alford who says, “these 

words seem to be better taken with the following 
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than with the foregoing.”
15
 This is the punctuation 

of the NASB (cf. the agreement with Hodges’ 

Greek New Testament
16
), whereas the KJV and 

NKJV are opposite. The position of the NASB, 

“seems preferable, especially in view of Col. 1:28, 

where the phrase occurs, ‘teaching and 

admonishing in all wisdom;’ because the adverb 

‘richly’ forms an emphatic qualification of ‘dwell 

in,’ and so appropriately terminates the clause.”
17
 

Whichever position is taken, the wisdom for 

which Paul prayed for the Colossians in 1:9 is 

fundamental to any teaching ministry of God’s 

word. Wisdom (sofiva/) refers to “the general 
principles”

18
 for deciding issues. It brings God’s 

perspective to matters of earthly ministry. Here it 

is illimitable in its scope involving “all” wisdom. 

So there will be no lack of it as long as the word of 

Christ is dwelling in us richly. The believer so 

controlled will never have to say, “I simply did not 

know what to do,” or “I did not know how to 

handle the situation.” James after all was right in 

Jm. 1:5, when he said, “But if any of you lacks 

wisdom (sofiva"), let him ask of God, who gives 
to all men generously and without reproach, and it 

will be given to him.” 

Paul’s scope here is greater than personal 

direction. He has a ministry thrust in mind 

regarding wisdom, and that is regarding the matter 

of, “teaching (didavskonte") and admonishing 
(nouqetou'nte") one another (eJautou;", lit., 

yourselves; cf. vs. 13 – ‘forgiving each other,’ lit., 

yourselves).” Teaching and admonishing have 

been variously described as meaning, “instruct” 

and “counsel,”
19
 “doctrine” and “duty”

20
; “they 

describe respectively the positive and the negative 

side of instruction,”
21
 that is, “warning to repent, 

instructing in the faith.”
22
 Constable states simply: 

“Teaching is the imparting of truth, and 

admonition is warning against error.”
23
 

“Teaching” is simply, “to provide instruction in a 
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formal or informal setting.”
24
 “Admonishing” is 

precisely, “to counsel about avoidance or cessation 

of an improper course of conduct.”
25
 So the former 

is slightly more positive, the latter negative. Both 

are necessary. There is no need to see either 

participle as imperative in force. It is a given that 

the one in whom Christ’s word is dwelling richly 

will do these things at the same time as he is so 

indwelt. Besides, “The participle is not technically 

either indicative, subjunctive, optative or 

imperative. The context must decide. In itself the 

participle is non-finite (non-modal) like the 

infinitive, though it was sometimes drawn out into 

the modal sphere.”
26
 

It is interesting that the method for 

teaching and admonishing here as in Eph. 5:18-19 

is, “with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 

(yalmoi'" u{mnoi" wj/dai'" pneumatikai'").” “The 

datives describe the instruments of the didachv and 
nouqesiva.”27 Robertson summarizes these nicely: 
“Psalms (yalmoi"...the Psalms in the Old 

Testament originally with musical 

accompaniment), hymns (uJmnoi"…praises to God 

composed by the Christians like I Tim. 3:16), 

spiritual songs (w/jdai" pneumatikai"…general 

description of all whether with or without 

instrumental accompaniment).”
28
 “Paul contrasts 

(as in Eph 5:18, 19) the songs of Christians at their 

social meetings, with the bacchanalian (‘a Roman 

festival of Bacchus [“the Greek god of wine — 

called also Dionysus”
29
] celebrated with dancing, 

song, and revelry’
30
) and licentious songs of 

heathen feasts.”
31
 Obviously if the songs are to be 

used for instruction and admonishment, there will 

have to be content, that is, a message that is 

consistent with God’s word. 

All such “singing (a[/donte" – ‘lyrical 
emotion in a devout soul’

32
)” in musical 

instruction and admonishment will have to be 
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“with thankfulness (ejn ªth'/º cavriti)” or 

accompanied by “grace” in our “hearts to God.” 

“The interpretation ‘with gratitude,’ if otherwise 

tenable (comp. 1 Cor. 10:30), seems inappropriate 

here, because the idea of thanksgiving is 

introduced in the following verse.”
33
 However, 

Lightfoot adds, “This external manifestation must 

be accompanied by the inward emotion. There 

must be the thanksgiving of the heart, as well as of 

the lips; comp. Ephes. 5:1.”
34
 What comes out of 

the mouth must be matched by “the adoration…in 

the heart.”
35
 BDAG says the word here probably 

means a, “response to generosity or beneficence, 

thanks, gratitude.”
36
 Alford denies that the phrase 

beginning with singing has anything to do with the 

instructing section, but deals “with their own 

private intercourse with God.”
37
 He has a point, 

but it is difficult to cancel all such connections, 

however, in light of the fact that musical devices 

are clearly used in that instruction. Perhaps it 

becomes a matter of emphasis, which is here 

personal. 

Johnson wisely states, “It has often been 

noticed that the Colossian passage is parallel with 

Ephesians 5:18–20. In the latter passage the hymns 

and songs are the outgrowth of the filling of the 

Spirit, while in Colossians they are the result of 

the deep assimilation of the Word of God. In other 

words, the Word-filled Christian is a Spirit-filled 

Christian, and the examination of the two passages 

would save us from a great deal of error on this 

subject. Undisciplined emphasis on the Holy Spirit 

is accompanied too frequently by shallow 

grounding in the Word of God.”
38
 

B. Finally by way of an understood verb, 

he commanded them to do all things in Jesus’ 

name (3:17). 

  1. (vs. 17) Finally Paul said, “And 

whatever you do in word or deed 

(kai; pa'n o{ ti eja;n poih'te ejn lovgw/ h] ejn e[rgw/)”
39
 in a comprehensive and illimitable statement, an 

expression that is very similar to 1Cor. 10:31. 
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There he said, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God,” 

which is not radically different from his statement 

here, “do (‘The imperative poieite…has to be 

supplied from poihte…in the relative clause.’
40
) 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus,” that is, “in 

recognition of the authority of (sometimes 

combined with the thought of relying or resting 

on),”
41
 meaning that we are to act, “as disciples 

called by His name as His, seeking His guidance 

and help, and desiring to act so as to gain His 

approval.”
42
 Constable says, “We should say all 

words and practice all deeds in harmony with the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, namely under His 

authority and as His followers. The ‘name’ 

comprehends everything revealed and known 

about the person bearing the name.”
43
 

 Fundamental to all of our Christian lives is, 

“giving thanks (eujcaristou'nte") through Him to 
God the Father.” For we owe absolutely 

everything to Him because no man can come to 

the Father except through Him (Jn. 14:6). 

 

III Conc.  

 Taken in the context of the Gnostic 

problem, Christ is once again appropriately 

exalted. His word must dwell in us and all that we 

do must be done in His name. He will not be 

diminished here to accommodate anybody’s 

impotent legalism. 
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