
Intro. (Mar. 18, 2007) 

 We come now to practical section of the 

letter to the Colossians. There has been much 

practical material before, including four 

imperative verbs in the Greek indicating 

commands (Col. 2:6, 8, 16, 18) but there are 

approximately sixteen in chap. 3 and nine in chap. 

4, for a total of twenty-five for both chapters, and 

twenty-nine for the whole letter. 

 We are determined to keep this section in 

its context, which is that Paul is refuting incipient 

Gnosticism with all its legalistic error and 

mysticism. He is defending the gospel of the grace 

of God as understood in connection with the new 

covenant, all forms of legalism having been done 

away by virtue of the setting aside of the Law at 

the cross with its, “decrees against us and which 

was hostile to us” (Col. 2:14b). 

 So here believers are commanded to seek 

the things above (3:1). Then comes the command 

to set our minds on things above (3:2). Finally the 

reason is given for the commands (3:3-4). 

 

II  “Seek and Mind the Things Above” (Col. 3:1-

4) 

 A. Seek the things above (3:1) 

1. (vs. 1) Here we have another “if-

then” sentence, though the “then” before the 

second clause does not appear. Not connected with 

this matter is second word of the NASB sentence, 

“then (ou\n),” meaning “therefore,” implying that 

what is said here follows logically from the 

previous section, either the paragraph, or even the 

entire first two chapters.  

The “if (Eij with the indicative, first class 
condition)” clause is assumed true for the sake of 

Paul’s discussion here. That “you,” the Colossians, 

“have been raised up (sunhgevrqhte) with Christ 
(tw'/ Cristw'/ ‘Associative instrumental case’

1
)” is 

what is assumed true, but it was also true in 

reality. This we know from 2:12, where Paul said 

that they had, “been buried with Him in baptism, 

in which” which they, “were also raised up with 

Him through faith in the working of God, who 

raised Him from the dead.” Here, as there, the 

reference is to the new birth in being made 

spiritually alive, whereas before they had been, 
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“dead in” their “transgressions,” that is, they had 

no relationship with God, which resulted in this 

separation from God, i.e., spiritual death. At the 

moment of their “faith” (2:12), His life became 

their life, they were made spiritually alive, and so 

they now had a relationship with God. Paul 

mentions this concept, “of participating in the 

resurrection of Jesus; the believer, in mystic union 

w. him experiences this,”
2
 in Eph. 2:5-6 as well, 

where with reference to God, he said, “even when 

we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us 

with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.” 

That meant “then (understood)” that there 

were certain implications for the Colossians. So 

follows the command to “keep seeking (zhtei'te 
present, active, imperative),” literally simply, 

“seek,” “the things above (ta; a[nw),” or “The 
upward things.”

3
 Obviously “seeking” here does 

not mean, “try to find someth.,”
4
 but, “to devote 

serious effort to realize one’s desire or objective, 

strive for, aim (at), try to obtain, desire, wish 

(for)…desire to possess someth.”
5
 Mt. 6:33 is an 

excellent example of this; “But seek first His 

kingdom and His righteousness; and all these 

things shall be added to you.” The NIV’s, “set 

your hearts,”
6
 is a paraphrase, but captures the 

sense well enough. Comments on “the things 

above” are found on vs. 2. 

“Above” is the place currently, “where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God,” to 

where He was exalted because of His death on the 

cross (Phil. 2:8-11), which was followed by His 

resurrection and, of course, His ascension. The 

meaning of being seated at God’s right hand is, “to 

be in a position of high status…‘to be granted (a) 

high position,’”
7
 and so to be, “specially 

honored.”
8
 It “is a metaphor for the place of 

supreme privilege and divine authority.”
9
 I 

counted approximately twenty-one occasions of 

direct or indirect reference to the concept of Jesus 
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being exalted to the Father’s right hand in the NT, 

based on the OT prophecy of Ps. 110:1, “The Lord 

says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand, until I 

make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’” 

Someone has said that this is the most often cited 

OT verse in the NT. So it is common, but 

extremely important. The natural desire of the 

believer is to be where He is, and according to 

promise, Jesus is making arrangements for that to 

be the case now (Jn. 14:1-6). Because we are 

going to be there, all the things surrounding what 

that means should be the controlling dynamic of 

our lives now, about that more later. We should 

remember that there is a heavenly city to seek (Hb. 

11:10; 12:22; 13:14), “the Jerusalem above” (Gal. 

4:26), “the new Jerusalem” (Rv. 3:12; 21:2), “the 

holy city, Jerusalem” (21:10). It is only reasonable 

that we should be, “awaiting eagerly the revelation 

of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor. 1:7b), something 

Paul addresses in here in Col. 3:4. 

Referring again to Eph. 2:6 in connection 

with the positional truth of having been seated 

with Christ, something that is true of every 

believer, it is good to be reminded of the 

additional rewards concept of ruling with Christ. 

For that is probably in Paul’s mind, as it was in 

John’s and/or our Lord’s in Rev. 3:21 (cf. 2:26-

27), “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit 

down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 

and sat down with My Father on His throne.” This 

is not different from the rewards concept of 2Tm. 

2:12a, “If we endure, we shall also reign with 

Him.” 

B. Mind the things above (3:2). 

 1. (vs. 2) Here Paul clearly 

reinforces what he just said, by saying essentially 

the same thing again, but perhaps with stronger 

language with an emphasis upon the “whole bent 

of the life.”
10
 To seek, “suggests striving,”

11
 to set 

one’s mind, “suggests concentrating.”
12
 “Set your 

mind on (fronei'te present, active, imperative)” 
translates a Greek word meaning, “to employ 

one’s faculty for thoughtful planning, with 

emphasis upon the underlying disposition or 

attitude.”
13
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We are to set our minds on “the things 

above.” This has to be understood in its context. 

Here it is contrasted with, “the things that are on 

earth,” upon which we are not to set our minds. In 

the previous paragraph, the proto-Gnostics were 

concentrating on, “the things that are on earth” 

with their perverse view that matter is evil, and 

that therefore the evil impulses of the body are to 

be ascetically suppressed through the denial of 

foods, etc., as was depicted in their elementary 

principles expressed in “decrees such as, ‘Do not 

handle, do not taste, do not touch’ (which all refer 

to things destined to perish with the using)” 

(2:20b-22a). So the expression, “the things that are 

on earth,” is primarily a reference to legalism. 

(Confer the similar passage of Phil. 3:18, “For 

many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell 

you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 

cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose 

god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their 

shame, who set their minds on earthly things.” 

This is also a reference to errorists, “in incipient 

Gnosticism who trusted in their own attainments 

and not in the sufficiency of Christ alone.”
14
) 

Therefore the expression, “the things above,” is 

primarily a reference to life in the Spirit in the 

liberty of the new covenant. The effect of that is 

victory over sin, as become evident in vv. 5 ff., 

whereas legalism simply leads to further pride 

problems (2:18), and is, “of no value against 

fleshly indulgence” (vs. 23b). It is ironic how 

some people look at this very verse of 3:2 and 

wind up with the very asceticism that Paul is 

refuting with this letter. This is similar to the same 

mistake in Gal. 5:19-21, where people believe 

Paul to be saying that if one commits the deeds of 

the flesh, he will go to hell. They become the very 

legalists that Paul is trying to refute! The same 

thing is true with the warnings in Hebrews. This is 

nothing new. “The Latin commentators, Hilary 

and Pelagius,”
15
 took it that Paul was actually 

teaching the Colossians to “not handle,” “not 

taste,” and “not touch”! This shows how little they 

understood. 

The believer is to view absolutely 

everything and every action from the perspective 
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of eternity and how it will turn out for him at the 

judgment seat of Christ. He is not to see matter as 

inherently evil. No, the heart is the problem as we 

know from Mk. 7, even though in very real sense 

our unredeemed body is the seat of sin. The body 

is not that on the basis of the fact that it is 

material, but because sin has affected it from 

Adam. 

C. The reasons for seeking and minding the 

things above (3:3-4). 

 1. (vs. 3) “For (ga;r)” is used in its 
normal explanatory sense offering the reason for 

the foregoing commands to not be obsessed with 

the material realm as a means to secure eternal 

salvation or sanctification, but rather to focus on 

the eternal by virtue the liberty that is ours under 

the new covenant. This is true because we “have 

died and” our “life is hidden (kevkruptai perfect, 
passive, indicative) with Christ in God.” It is true 

enough that we are sinners and deserve to die for 

our sins (Rm. 3:23; 6:23), but at the moment of 

faith in Jesus as our Savior, the value of His death 

accrued to our account as if we had died, as we 

learned in Col. 2:12-13. Of course, we were also 

raised up with Him at that same moment of faith 

(vs. 12), being no more able to remain dead than 

Jesus could have. For His life became our life 

(3:4), which stands in a state of having been 

“hidden (perfect tense)” “in a safe place,”
16
 where 

we are not vulnerable to final loss, absolutely, 

eternally secure, “with Christ in God.” For Christ 

is inextricably linked with the Father (Jn. 17:21) 

and we are inextricably linked with Christ (Jn. 

17:23). “The world henceforth knows nothing of 

your new life, and (as a consequence) your new 

life must know nothing of the world.”
17
 

 2. (vs. 4) What is hidden now will 

one day be “revealed.” It will happen, “When, 

(o{tan),” literally, “whenever,” indicating, “that a 
revelation of Christ in the future is certain, but its 

time is unknown,”
18
 “Christ, who is our life,” for 

without His life being our life, we would have no 

spiritual and/or eternal life at all (1Jn. 5:12), “is 

revealed (fanerwqh'/), then you also will be 

revealed (fanerwqhvsesqe) with Him in glory.” 

The first phase of this happens at, “the Rapture (1 
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Thes. 4:16-18), believers will appear with Him 

and will be glorified.” See 1Jn. 3:2 and Col. 1:27, 

but perhaps what Paul primarily emphasized was 

the second advent when the world will see us for 

what we really were and are. “Then we will return 

to the earth with the Lord and be revealed to those 

living here then. This will be a glorious public 

revelation of Him and us. Now our eternal life is 

hidden (v. 3), but then it will be manifest.”
19
 See 

esp. Rm. 8:18 ff. Then the faithful will rule as co-

regents with our Savior-King, the Almighty Son of 

God. 

 

III Conc. 

 Seek the things above. Mind the things 

above. Repudiate all legalism as worthless for 

such it is, “For you have died and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is 

our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with Him in glory.” 

 “The veil which now shrouds your higher 

life from others, and even partly from yourselves, 

will then be withdrawn. The world which 

persecutes, despises, ignores now, will then be 

blinded with the dazzling glory of the 

revelation.”
20
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