
I Intro. (Feb. 1, 1987, ACC; Jan. 28, 2007) 

 Having informed the Colossians of his 

struggle on their behalf for their encouragement, 

Paul was confident of their reaching a level of 

maturity in which they knew for certain that they 

were in God’s will day by day, which resulted in a 

deep knowledge of God’s mystery, Christ Himself, 

in Whom were “hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge” (Col. 2:3b). He said what he said 

in order that the Colossians and others unknown to 

him by face by not be deluded by persuasive 

arguments. Of course, with deep concern for them, 

Paul acknowledged their, “good discipline and the 

stability of” their “faith in Christ” (vs. 5b). 

 Here Paul wanted to encourage them to 

keep moving ahead in the same way (Col. 2:6). 

This would involved the ongoing development of 

several qualities (vs. 7). 

 

II “Walk in Him” (Col. 2:6-7) 

 A. The manner of their walk is as they 

received Christ (2:6). 

  1. (vs. 6) The Colossians seemed to 

be in relatively good shape spiritually in spite of 

the efforts of the Gnostics to take them captive 

(vs. 5), but Paul always wanted to see his readers 

continue to move ahead in their spiritual lives. So 

he said to them, “As you therefore have received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” 

 “Therefore (ou\n),” which is postpositive, 
show that what follows here is a logical 

consequence of the fact that the Colossians were 

making good spiritual progress (vs. 5). 

The little comparative adverb, “As (JW"),” 
also an adverb of manner, meaning, “In the 

manner that…,” has given rise to much discussion 

here. It seems that there are two facets to this 

matter. Number one is that they received Christ by 

faith upon the faithful preaching of Epaphras (1:7). 

(Some deny this, “His point was not that as the 

Colossians had become Christians by faith in 

Christ they should continue to walk by faith.”
1
 Dr. 

Constable’s reasons there are not convincing.) In 

that paragraph (1:3-8), it is quite clear that it was 

under his preaching that they understood the 

gospel of justification by faith. This stood in 

complete contrast to the extreme legalism of 

incipient Gnosticism (2:16-23). Geisler agrees, 
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“The Christian life continues as it 

commenced…Since their faith initially laid hold 

decisively on the apostolic gospel, Paul exhorted 

them not to forsake its divine authority for any 

human sophistry.”
2
 

The second facet of the implication of “As 

(JW")”, i.e. the manner in which they received 

Christ was that they received Him by faith for who 

He actually was: “Christ Jesus the Lord.” This 

verse is the only verse in the NT that contains this 

unique name and/or title for our Lord. What is its 

significance? Robertson states it nicely, “Paul here 

meets the two forms of Gnostic heresy about the 

Person of Christ (the recognition of the historical 

Jesus in his actual humanity against the Docetic 

Gnostics, the identity of the Christ or Messiah 

with this historical Jesus against the Cerinthian 

Gnostics, and the acknowledgment of him as 

Lord).”
3
 The point is that in the title, “Christ Jesus 

the Lord,” we have proof of His humanity, 

“Messiah Jesus,” and His deity, “Lord.” Gnostics 

always robbed Him of one or the other. So 

generally do all cults today. 

The Colossians were not saved in the 

strictest sense by having arbitrarily “received” 

Christ. Rather they were saved by faith in Christ 

whereby they thus also received Him. Even in the 

well know Jn. 1:12, though it says, “as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God,” the means whereby that 

happened is posted at the end of the verse: “even 

to those who believe in His name.” See 1Cor. 

15:1; Gal. 1:9. Those who believe have received. 

There is no example in scripture of believing and 

then receiving as a distinct act. 

It was so that the Colossians had in the 

right manner received Christ (to;n Cristo;n), “‘the 

Christ,’ rather than ‘the Gospel,’ because the 

central point in the Colossian heresy was the 

subversion of the true idea of the Christ.”
4
 Now 

we are told what they were supposed to do. So 

what follows is that which is required by the 

comparative adv. clause, “The wj" of the protasis 
suggests a w{ste in the apodosis, which in this case 
is unexpressed but must be understood.”

5
 In the 
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same manner as they had received Christ, thus or 

“so,” they were commanded to “walk 

(peripatei'te present, active, imperative) in 

Him,” again, “just as you learned it from 

Epaphras” (1:7a). “Peripatei'te (peripateite),” 
lit., “to walk around,” means, “to conduct one’s 

life, comport oneself, behave, live as habit of 

conduct…of ‘walk of life’, go about…live, 

conduct oneself, walk, always more exactly 

defined…by a prepositional expr. The sphere in 

which one lives or ought to live, so as to be 

characterized by that sphere, is designated by ejn.”6 
“The word walk is one that is often used of the 

Christian life. It speaks of action and progress. 

You cannot walk and remain in the same place. So 

it is in the Christian life; we are either going 

forward or backward.”
7
 The fact that the “walk” is 

in the imperative shows that we are commanded to 

do it, to walk “in Him,” that is, in the sphere of 

Christ Jesus the Lord, drawing each moment and 

each step entirely upon His sustaining and 

enabling power. “In Him” makes it clear that our 

Christian life is in a living relationship with the 

person of Christ, rather than trying to live up to a 

set of rules, especially the rules of vv. 16-23. Ours 

is to be a supernatural life. “Stick to your first 

lessons in Christ.”
8
 

B. This walk involved the ongoing 

development of several qualities (vs. 7). 

 1. (vs. 7) This walk was not at all 

unrealistic for the Colossians who were already in 

a state of “having been firmly rooted 

(ejrrizwmevnoi perfect, passive, participle, 

masculine, plural, nominative).” This word 

(ejrrizwmevnoi [errizoµmenoi]) from “rizow [rizooµ] 
from riza [riza], root,”9 occurs elsewhere only in 
Eph. 3:17 where Paul prayed, “that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 

and length and height and depth, and to know the 

love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that 

you may be filled up to all the fulness of God” 

(Eph. 3:17-19). “In the NT Col. 2:7 and Eph. 3:17 
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refer to the personal rootage of believers. In Christ 

they find life-giving soil and also their sustaining 

foundation (‘rooted and built up’).”
10
 In the 

parable of the sower, the Colossians would be 

represented by the seed on the fourth soil (Mt. 

13:8, 23). It was no guarantee of final success in 

receiving a full reward, however, thus Paul 

exhorted his readers, “so walk in Him.” (Constable 

wrongly assigns this the meaning of being, “born 

again”!
11
) Drawing on a picture from the 

construction world, that meant that presently the 

Colossians are, “being built up in Him 

(ejpoikodomouvmenoi, present, passive, 

participle, ejn aujtw'/ ‘Christ is represented rather 
as the binding element than as the foundation of 

the building.’
12
)” as they continued their faith walk 

in Him (vs. 6b), that meant maintaining a proper 

view of the person of Christ. The original means, 

“to engage in a building process of personal and 

corporate development, edify, build up/on…built 

upon him (i.e. Christ; the prep. is explained by the 

preceding ejrrizwmevnoi).”13 So there is a mixing of 

metaphors from the plant to the building scene. 

Paul then went on to mention a third picture, 

“established in your faith (bebaiouvmenoi, present, 

passive, participle, th'/ pivstei),” mng., “to make 

firm…make secure”
14
 with the meaning here, “to 

make a pers. firm in commitment, establish, 

strengthen…Pass. be confirmed in faith,”
15
 with 

the original sense being, “to put someth. beyond 

doubt.”
16
 This establishment is literally in “the 

faith,” the reference being not to one’s experience 

of subjective faith, but rather to the body of 

Christian truth, specifically that of the person of 

Christ as the God-man. They are to be unshakable 

in their conviction of those realities, which of 

course laps over into the area of subjective faith, 

i.e., their conviction, at which point, “Faith is, as it 

were, the cement of the building.”
17
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All of this was, “just as you were 

instructed,” probably by Epaphras and others who 

imparted to them a proper view of Christ, proper 

doctrine in the form of a proper Christology which 

became a basis for subjective daily faith for living. 

Finally, a fourth participle appears, “and 

overflowing with gratitude 

(perisseuvonte" ejn eujcaristiva/).” The sense of 
“overflowing” is, “to be in abundance, 

abound…be outstanding, be prominent, excel.”
18
 

Constable quotes Vaughan as saying, “The present 

passage may imply that those who lack a deep 

sense of thankfulness to God are especially 

vulnerable to doubt and spiritual delusion.”
19
 A 

spiritually healthy believer will abound with 

expressions of appreciation to God for who He is 

and for all that He has done and is doing in our 

lives. Such a person is highly unlikely to be taken 

in by the specious arguments of the false teachers 

whose appeals ultimately are to the flesh. 

 

III Conc. 

 We too have been blessed with sound 

instruction in the word of God; we have received 

by faith Christ Jesus the Lord, that is, we 

recognize Him for who He, the God-man who 

alone can save. We therefore are committed to 

walking in Him, that is, to living our lives in the 

sphere of His power daily divine enablement. We 

too have been firmly rooted and are now being 

built up in Him and daily made stable in the faith, 

in accordance with our instruction. Therefore, we 

have hearts that spill over with thanksgiving. That 

act of worship really pleases our Lord. 
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