
I Intro. (Dec. 28, 1986 [ACC], Nov. 19, 2006) 

 Paul points to his permanent practice of 

prayer because of what he had heard about what 

God was doing among the Colossians manifested 

in their faith, love, and hope. Paul’s prayer 

regularly went up to the Father because he does 

not assume that things will necessarily progress as 

they should in the Colossian church. After all, the 

false teachers were already at work there with their 

insidious legalism. 

 Paul’s request was that the Colossians 

would be controlled by the knowledge of God’s 

will (Col. 1:9). The purpose for this was a changed 

life (1:10a). Their lives would thus be 

characterized by fruit-bearing, growth, power, and 

thanksgiving (1:10b-12). 

 

II Paul Prayed for the Colossians’ Spiritual 

Growth (Col. 1:9-12). 

 A. Paul requested that the Colossians be 

filled with the knowledge of God’s will (1:9). 

  1. (vs. 9) The expression, “For this 

reason also (Dia; tou'to),” literally, “On account of 

this we (hJmei'") also (cf. NKJV; Implies that others 

were praying accordingly, perhaps Epaphras [vs. 

7].),” points back to the previous section, in which 

Paul commended the Colossians for their spiritual 

progress. He noted their faith, love, and hope, and 

that the gospel has been bearing fruit and 

increasing in their midst. Naturally Paul wanted to 

see that continue, thus this prayer, which had been 

Paul & Timothy’s regular practice, as Paul put it, 

“since the day we heard of it,” a statement to be 

understood in its literal simplicity. Paul wrote that 

from that day they had “not ceased (ouj pauovmeqa) 
to” do two things, 1) to pray for you 

(uJpe;r uJmw'n proseucovmenoi),” the general 

expression for prayer; and, 2) “to ask 

(kai; aijtouvmenoi),” a reference to specific 

requests. Those specific requests are: “that you 

may be filled (plhrwqh'te “fill w. powers, 

qualities, etc.”
1
) with the knowledge 

(ejpivgnwsin “intensive…a deeper and more 

intimate knowledge and acquaintance”
2
; “denoting 

a larger and more thorough knowledge”
3
; “full 
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knowledge.”
4
) of His will (qelhvmato" objective 

sense, “what one wishes to happen”
5
; “what God 

has revealed in His Word”
6
) in all (pavsh/ On Eph. 

1:28, Alford says, “possible.”
7
 ) spiritual 

(pneumatikh'/ “given by the Spirit”8
) wisdom 

(ejn pavsh/ sofiva/ “the capacity to understand and 
function accordingly”

9
) and understanding 

(kai; sunevsei “the faculty of comprehension, 

intelligence, acuteness, shrewdness”
10
).” On these 

last two terms, “wisdom and understanding,” 

reversing the order of the text, A. T. R., quoting 

Abbott says, “Sunesi" (understanding)…is the 

faculty of deciding in particular cases while 

sofia (wisdom)…gives the general principles.”
11
 

The Gnostics boasted of their knowledge and had 

influenced the Colossians accordingly. However 

the knowledge of the Gnostics was not true, 

spiritual knowledge at all. The cure for it certainly 

was not ignorance, “not obscurantism, but more 

knowledge of the will of God.”
12
 Constable quotes 

Warren Wiersbe as saying, “The false teachers 

promised the Colossian believers that they would 

be ‘in the know’ if they accepted the new 

doctrines. Words like knowledge, wisdom, and 

spiritual understanding were a part of their 

religious vocabulary; so Paul used these words in 

his prayer.”
13
 Paul’s insight into truth was the real 

thing as opposed to the deceptive knowledge of 

the Gnostics. “The false teachers in Colosse were 

evidently promoting what they called a deeper 

knowledge attainable only by the privileged 

few.”
14
 

 B. The purpose for the prayer was a 

changed life (1:10a). 

1. (vs. 10a) Paul’s prayer was not 

an end in itself, but had as its purpose, “so that,” 

and perhaps also its result (inf. of “purpose or 

result”
15
), the Colossians might “walk 

(peripath'sai ‘The metaphor “walk,” signifying 
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conduct in the progress of life, has its origin in 

Jewish rather than Greek culture. The Hebrew 

verb halak, translated “walk,” gave rise to the 

technical term “halakhah,” which denotes the 

rabbinic rulings on how the Jews were to interpret 

the law in their daily lives. See Dunn, p. 71.’
16
)” or 

“conduct one’s life, comport oneself, behave, live 

as habit of conduct”
17
 “in a manner worthy 

(ajxivw") of the Lord,” or “suitably…to”
18
 Him. 

The term “worthy” “means ‘of equal weight.’ 

Believers are to equal the Lord’s standards, to be 

holy as He is holy (cf. 1 Peter 1:15).”
19
 Though 

not entirely achievable, believers who are filled 

with the knowledge of His will have the means to 

make considerable progress toward that lofty goal. 

They will have as their objective to, “aim to please 

Him in all respects (eij" pa'san ajreskeivan),” 
literally, “unto all pleasing.” This refers to the 

believer’s comprehensive “desire to do someth. 

that produces satisfaction”
20
 in the heart of God to 

which God would respond, “Well done!” It should 

be a way of life for the believer to learn to please 

the Lord (Eph. 5:10; cf. 1Th. 4:1). We certainly 

should not be men-pleasers (Col. 3:22; Eph. 6:6; 

1Th. 2:4). 

 C. Maturity is characterized by fruit-

bearing, growth, power, and thanksgiving (1:10b-

12). 

  1. (vs. 10b) Such a lifestyle that is 

worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him will be 

characterized by “bearing fruit in every good work 

(ejn panti; e[rgw/ ajgaqw'/ karpoforou'nte"),” that 

is, in the midst of doing good works a believer’s 

character is manifested (Gal. 5:22-23). So not only 

are the works themselves perhaps a kind of fruit, 

but the attitude wrought in the process of doing 

those works is more precisely fruit. Certainly the 

fruit of Gal. 5:22-23 is attitudinal; even those of 

Mt. 7:16 are more abstract, more theological, than 

sheer actions. 

 The second have of this couplet is, 

“increasing in (or ‘by’
21
) the knowledge of God 
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(aujxanovmenoi th'/ ejpignwvsei tou' qeou').” The 

believer who is pleasing the Lord is constantly 

getting to know Him better day by day. To 

experientially and more deeply know the Lord is a 

noble goal in and of itself. It is not something that 

needs to happen in order for something else to 

happen that will be practical and worthwhile. 

However, it stands to reason that the believer who 

thus comes to more deeply know the Lord will of 

course bear still more fruit for God. 

  2. (vs. 11) At the same time, while 

bearing fruit and growing, passively the believer 

will be “strengthened with all power 

(ejn pavsh/ dunavmei dunamouvmenoi present, 

passive, participle).” “Strengthened” and “power” 

are cognates in Greek (dunavmei dunamouvmenoi). 
So the sense is “strengthened with all strength” or 

“empowered with all power.” The verb 

(dunamouvmenoi) has meaning, “to cause someone 

to have the ability to do or to experience 

something.”
22
 The noun (dunavmei) is “power in 

action”
23
 and refers to “spiritual vitality.”

24
 The 

standard for measuring how much of this resource 

is available to us is “according to His glorious 

might (kata; to; kravto" th'" dovxh" aujtou')” or 

“according to the might of His glory.” “The ‘glory’ 

here, as frequently, stands for the majesty or the 

power or the goodness of God, as manifested to 

men.”
25
 The term for “might (kravto")” “in the 

New Testament is applied solely to God.”
26
 It is 

“‘power that overcomes resistance,’ as in Christ’s 

miracles.”
27
 “God’s revelation of Himself to us, 

however this revelation may be made, is the one 

source of all our highest strength.”
28
 

 The goal of our reception of this limitless 

power is a life change, “for the attaining of all 

steadfastness and patience; joyously,” literally, 

“unto all steadfastness and patience with joy 

(eij" pa'san uJpomonh;n kai; makroqumivan. Meta; 
cara'").” “Steadfastness” translates “uJpomonh;n” 
and “patience” translates “makroqumivan.” 
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Steadfastness refers to patience in difficult 

circumstances and “patience” refers to 

longsuffering with difficult people. Failure in the 

first leads to discouragement and “despondency, 

the other to wrath or revenge.”
29
  

“Joyously” or “with joy” probably should 

go with the preceding words as in the NKJV, and 

not with thanksgiving in vs. 12. Notice Paul’s 

statement in vs. 24a, “Now I rejoice in my 

sufferings for your sake.” See also his statement in 

Rm. 5:3, “we also exult in our tribulations.” It is 

superfluous with the expression, “giving thanks,” 

for it “is in itself an act of rejoicing.”
30
 

 3. (vs. 12) While bearing fruit and 

growing, at the same time passively being 

strengthened, we ought also to be actively “giving 

thanks to the Father 

(eujcaristou'nte" tw'/ patri;),” that is, it ought to 
be our regular practice to express our appreciation 

to the Father, not just at this Thanksgiving time of 

the year. Paul pointed to their responsibility to be 

thankful in 2:7; 3:17; 4:2, and said to the 

Thessalonians, “in everything give thanks” (1Th. 

5:18), and to the Ephesians, “always giving thanks 

for all things” (Eph. 5:20). 

 Giving thanks to the Father makes perfect 

sense in view of who He is: “who has qualified us 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in light 

(tw'/ iJkanwvsanti uJma'" eij" th;n merivda tou' klhvr
ou tw'n aJgivwn ejn tw'/ fwtiv).” It was the Father 

who caused us “to be adequate”
31
 to have a share 

(merivda) in or “a portion of a whole”
32
 “in the 

inheritance (klhvrou)” “that which is…simply 

given as a portion or share.”
33
 Lightfoot says, “‘the 

portion which consists in the lot,’…being the 

genitive of apposition,”
34
 but that is not 

necessarily the case. It is rather likely that the 

“inheritance” stands for the whole, and the “share” 

stands for the individual believer’s part thereof. 

The inheritance in view here is one that comes to 

every believer regardless of his works; each one 

will have some sort of portion in the kingdom; a 
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part “in the inheritance of the saints in light.” It is 

a kingdom that will operate completely in the 

sphere of light, that is, it will be righteously 

perfect. See vs. 13. Also note that Paul was sent to 

the Gentiles “to open their eyes so that they” might 

“turn from darkness to light and from the 

dominion of Satan to God, in order that they” 

might “receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who have been sanctified 

by faith in Me’” (Acts 26:18). 

 

III Conc. 

 Paul prayed unceasingly for the Colossians 

in light of their spiritual progress that they might 

be so filled with the knowledge of God as to walk 

in a manner worthy of the Lord to please Him in 

all respects. This would involve their bearing fruit, 

growing, being strengthened, and giving thanks in 

light of all that God had done for them. 


