


Three (Entities) Bear Witness to 

Jesus as the Son of God 

1 John 5:6-8



1. 1. ““ThisThis”” points back to points back to ““Jesus is the Son Jesus is the Son 

of God,of God,”” that is, that is, ““Jesus Christ.Jesus Christ.””
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a.  He “came by” or through (didididi!!!!) “water 

and blood,” “through” being connected 

with attendant circumstances.
• The key attendant circumstances of 

Jesus’ whole earthly sojourn were 

His baptism, “water,” and His death, 

“blood.”
b.  John added, “not with the water only,”

as the false teachers wanted it, “but 

with the water and with the blood.”
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2. The proto2. The proto--Gnostics wanted the divine Gnostics wanted the divine 

Christ or eon Christ or even the Christ Christ or eon Christ or even the Christ 

Spirit, who descended on Jesus at His Spirit, who descended on Jesus at His 

baptism, lifted before His death by baptism, lifted before His death by 

crucifixion, so that Jesus died as a mere crucifixion, so that Jesus died as a mere 

man.man.
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1. In addition to the water and the blood, 1. In addition to the water and the blood, ““it it 

is the Spirit who bears witness.is the Spirit who bears witness.””
a.  The Spirit descended on Him at His 

baptism (Mt. 13:16).
b.  The Spirit remained on Him (Jn. 1:33).
c.  The Spirit anointed Him as Messiah, the 

Christ, King of Israel (Acts 10:38).
d.  Of course, we understood the anointing 

of 1Jn. 2:20, 27 as a ref. to the Spirit as 

well. We should not be surprised that 

He anointed the Messiah.

2. The Spirit bears witness for the simple 2. The Spirit bears witness for the simple 

reason that He reason that He ““is the truth,is the truth,”” as Jesus is.as Jesus is.
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1. Summarizing, John explained, 1. Summarizing, John explained, ““For For 

there are three that bear witness,there are three that bear witness,”” in in 

keeping with the OT standard, with the keeping with the OT standard, with the 

last two being personified.last two being personified.
a.  “the Spirit”
b.  “and the water”
c.  “and the blood”

2. The witness is invalidated if any two 2. The witness is invalidated if any two 

disagree. But disagree. But ““the three are in the three are in 

agreement.agreement.”” Thus readers need to heed Thus readers need to heed 

that to which witness is borne, namely, that to which witness is borne, namely, 

that Jesus is the Son of God (vs. 5b).that Jesus is the Son of God (vs. 5b).
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