
The Effect of Assurance on 

Prayer 1 John 5:14-15

A. Confidence in prayer before God (5:14)

B. We have certain knowledge of answered prayer 

(5:15).



A. Confidence in prayer before God (5:14)
1. (vs. 14a) This confidence, grounded in the 

assurance of the previous section, evidently 

belongs to believers.
a. The context indicates that, “boldness…in 

prayer…results from knowing that we have eternal 

life” (Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown).
b. Assurance of salvation is the foundation for the 

whole Christian life, and specifically of prayer.
• People who are seeking assurance of salvation by 

good works are not living the Christian life (Hb. 

12:28). They are legalists in the purest sense of that 

word. One cannot take the 1st step in the Christian 

life until he knows he’s saved. Certainly, one cannot 

pray with confidence until he is confidence that he’s 

saved.



c. The term confident, comes “from pas, all, rheµsis, 
speech” and “denotes…the absence of fear in 

speaking boldly.” It developed into the, “sense of 

openness toward God,” which finds, “expression in 

prayer.” As one might expect, other English words 

used to express its meanings are boldness, 

assurance, certainty, sureness, and courage. The 

sense of the expression then is, “as an attitude of 

openness that stems from freedom and lack of 

fear” in what might well be considered 

“intimidating circumstances,” as when one is in the 

presence of God, e.g., “Let us therefore draw near 

with confidence to the throne of grace,” (Hb. 

4:16), or in circumstances of persecution, e.g., “do 

not throw away your confidence, which has a great 

reward” (Hb. 10:35). 



(1) This last example shows that the term can be used 

“without any connection necessarily with speech.”

Most of the thirty-one places the term is used in 

the NT are in contexts of speech. In all except for 

one of the uses of the term in John’s gospel, the 

sense is generally openness in speech – in the 

other it refers to walking publicly (Jn. 11:54). 
(2) John uses the term four times in this letter, two of 

the times involving speech, are in connection with 

prayer, here and in 1Jn. 3:21-22. The two other 

times, 2:28 and 4:17, it is used in the context of the 

judgment seat of Christ, which will likely also 

involve speech, as we will have to give account of 

ourselves.



c. When one considers what it means to approach 

the throne of God, one ought to be sure of his 

ground or legal right for approaching. That is what 

we are talking about here as the text shows, “the 

confidence which we have before Him,” or 

“toward Him.” Here that ground or legal right is 

certain knowledge of salvation first, and then 

making the proper request.



2. (vs. 14b) The condition that naturally flows out of 

assurance of eternal life that must be met for our 

prayers inevitably to be answered in the 

affirmative is, “that, if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us.” “Hears” = “saying yes.”
a. The “if” clause indicates action that is not assumed 

true. It is a possibility with a good probability. 
b. Also, the voice of the verb indicates asking in one’s 

own “personal interest…though the point is not to 

be pressed too far” (ATR).
c. Besides the four uses of the term for “ask 

(aijtwvmeqaaijtwvmeqaaijtwvmeqaaijtwvmeqa, lemma, aijtevwaijtevwaijtevwaijtevw)” here in 5:14-16, John 

uses it only once, also in a prayer context, in 3:22.
d. John uses the term 11 times in his gospel, some of 

which are in connection with people asking in 

Jesus’ name (Jn. 14:13, 14; 16:23, 24, 26). 



e. The readers were just described as  those, “who 

believe in the name of the Son of God” (5:13a).
• What does it mean to “ask in His name”? “To do 

something in someone’s name means to act on his 

authority (cf. John 5:43; 10:25)…John’s 

understanding of His Lord’s authorization to use His 

name in prayer is made clear in this verse—i.e., it 

means to ask…according to His…will. If this is done, 

we can have confidence that…He hears us” (ZCH).

f. The term “anything” indicates that there is no limit 

on the creativity of our requests, but it is anything 

within a certain range, namely, “according to His 

will,” that is, according to the standard of what 

God desires (subjective use). But what He desires 

subjectively is revealed objectively in the word of 

God.



g. What is God’s will? John uses the expression, “love 

one another,” five times in this letter. In 3:23 we 

read that, “His commandment” is “that we believe 

in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 

another, just as He commanded us.” Finally, in our 

section, we read, “By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and observe His 

commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 

keep His commandments; and His commandments 

are not burdensome.”



h. They are not burdensome because we have been 

“born of God” (vs. 3) by believing (vs. 1). So, “this is 

the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 

And who is the one who overcomes the world, but 

he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (vs. 

4b-5). That very faith, which grants certainty of 

eternal life (5:13a), lays the ground work for ever 

increasing faith (5:13b NKJV), so that we may ask 

for many things according to His will. 
• This implies that if I ask God to help me keep His 

commandments, He will most certainly do so. If I ask 

Him to help me love someone, He will most certainly 

do so.

• If I ask Him to help me to, “not love the world, nor 

the things in the world” (2:15), He will most certainly 

do so.



• If I ask Him to help me to, “abide in Him, so that 

when He appears,” I “may have confidence and not 

shrink away from Him in shame at His coming” (2:28), 

He will most certainly help me to do so.

• If I ask Him to help me to allow “no one” to “deceive”

(3:7) me, He will most certainly help me to do so.

• If I ask Him to help me to “not marvel” that “the 

world hates” (3:13) me, He will most certainly do so.

• If I ask Him to help me to “not believe every spirit, 

but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; 

because many false prophets have gone out into the 

world” (4:1), He will most certainly help me to do so.

• If I ask Him to help me to “guard” my self “from 

idols” (5:21), He will most certainly do so.



B. We have certain knowledge of answered prayer 

(5:15).
1. (vs. 15a) This stands to reason based on what 

was just said: “And if (eja;n eja;n eja;n eja;n here with the 

indicative, assumed true.),” as was the case, “we 

know,” not guess or hope, just as it was with 

salvation in 1Jn. 5:13, “that He hears,” meaning, 

“says yes” to, “us in whatever we ask” without 

limitation, as long as it is in accordance with His 

will, so that He answers these many requests in 

the affirmative, then we have some legitimate 

expectations.



2. (vs. 15b) The expectation is that, “we know that 

we have,” or will obtain in due course, “the 

requests which we have asked (hj/thvkamenhj/thvkamenhj/thvkamenhj/thvkamen tense –

perfect, active) from Him.” The perfect tense 

seems to imply that once we have prayed 

according to His will, that request remains valid 

indefinitely and has lingering results, which might 

well come to fruition at any time at the discretion 

of God.



Conclusion:

My favorite example of delayed answered prayer in 

Scripture is Zacharias. It was likely many years after he 

had prayed for a son that the angel appeared to him 

saying, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition 

has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you will give him the name John” (Lk. 1:13). 

He was stunned, so much so, that he did not believe 

and fell under the judgment of being mute until John 

the Baptist was born (vs. 20). 

Praying according to the will of God is powerful 

business and will result in great things. Let us do it!


