
I Intro. (Aug. 16, 2009) 

 Perhaps few have really thought it through, 

but effective prayer is dependent on certain 

knowledge of one’s salvation. For how can one 

approach the throne of grace, when he does not 

know that he has a ground for even being there? 

How can one exercise faith for the various things 

of interest and concern in this life, when he does 

not know whether he has exercised faith for 

eternal life? Repeatedly we have said from this 

pulpit over the years that one cannot grow in the 

Christian life while in the tyranny of doubting his 

salvation. How can a person conduct himself as a 

member of the family of God, approaching our 

heavenly Father in prayer, when he does not know 

if he is a member of that family? Prayer is just one 

aspect of that reality. Unless one is under grace, 

one cannot serve God acceptably (Hb. 12:28). It is 

no wonder then that John connects confidence in 

prayer with certainty regarding eternal life. 

 At the end of vs. 13, we saw that in the 

NKJV, the text reads, “and that you may continue 

to believe in the name of the Son of God.” Two 

views on the text were that John was encouraging 

continued believing for the purpose of assurance, 

or that he encouraged continued believing for the 

purpose of confidence in prayer. Both views are 

sound doctrinally, but we opted for the second 

because the first matter had already been 

adequately addressed in the context of 1Jn. 5:5-

13a. There it was thoroughly established that 

assurance of salvation is directly based on the 

promises of God, particularly as addressed in vv. 

11-13a, “And this is the testimony: that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 

who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 

Son of God does not have life. These things I have 

written to you who believe in the name of the Son 

of God, that you may know that you have eternal 

life.” Once that is understood and applied, a 

person has the basis necessary for approaching the 

throne of our heavenly Father in prayer with great 

confidence. 

 

II The Effect of Assurance on Prayer (1Jn. 5:14-

15) 

 A. Confidence in prayer before God (5:14) 

  1. (vs. 14a) This confidence, 

grounded in the assurance of the previous section, 

evidently belongs to believers: “And this is the 

confidence which we have before Him” 

(Ka i ; au{t h  ejst i ;n  h J p a r rh s i va  [“a state of 

boldness and confidence”
1
; “boldness {1Jn 4:17} 

in prayer, which results from knowing that we 

have eternal life”
2
; “courage, confidence, 

boldness, fearlessness, esp. in the presence of 

persons of high rank…in relation to God…w. 

p r o s agwgh v Eph 3:12. Here joyousness, 

confidence is the result or the accompaniment of 

faith…p a r rh s i van  e[cei n  p r o;" t o;n  qeovn”3; “from 

pas, all, rheµsis, speech…denotes…the absence of 

fear in speaking boldly; hence, confidence, 

cheerful courage, boldness, without any 

connection necessarily with speech; the R.V. has 

‘boldness’ in the following”
4
; “In 1 John parrheµséŒa 

has the sense of openness toward God {3:21; 

5:14}, which presupposes a good conscience, 

faith, and love {3:22-23}, and also the gift of the 

Spirit {v. 24}. This parrheµséŒa comes to expression 

in prayer {5:14-15} that is heard because it is 

according to God’s will. In addition to this present 

parrheµséŒa there is a future parrheµséŒa, i.e., that of 
confident standing before the Judge on the ground 

of the divine love {2:28; 4:17}.”
5
; On 1Jn. 3:19, 

ATR says, “A thoroughly Johannine phrase for 

sequence of thought”
6
 – The same applies 

here.] h }n  e[co men  p r o;" [“w. the acc…of place 

toward{s}, to w. acc. of the place, the pers., or the 

thing, after verbs…friendly to, toward, with, 

before”
7
] aujt ovn). 

 In light of what we said in the introduction, 

there seems to be little reason to doubt that what 

John is discussing about prayer here is connected 

with assurance of salvation in 1Jn. 5:13. As 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown put it, this is 

“boldness…in prayer, which results from knowing 

that we have eternal life.”
8
 That has to be the 

foundation for everything, including this one 

thing, prayer. The foundation having been laid, the 
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term “this (au{t h)” points primarily forward to its 

postcendent, beginning with the word “that,” about 

which more later. 

 The closest reference in the term “this” is 

its grammatical parallel, the predicate nominative, 

“confidence (p a r rh s i va)” in the expression, “the 
confidence which we have before Him.” In its 

most elemental sense the Greek word, “from pas, 
all, rheµsis, speech” and “denotes…the absence of 

fear in speaking boldly.”
9
 It develops into the, 

“sense of openness toward God,”
10
 which finds, 

“expression in prayer.”
11
 As one might expect, in 

addition to “confidence,” some of the English 

words used to express its meanings are boldness, 

assurance, certainty, sureness, and courage. The 

sense of the expression then is, “as an attitude of 

openness that stems from freedom and lack of 

fear”
12
 in what sometimes might well be 

considered “intimidating circumstances,”
13
 as 

when one is in the presence of God, e.g., “Let us 

therefore draw near with confidence to the throne 

of grace,” (Hb. 4:16), or in circumstances of 

persecution, e.g., “do not throw away your 

confidence, which has a great reward” (Hb. 

10:35). This last example shows that the term can 

be used “without any connection necessarily with 

speech.”
14
 Most of the thirty-one places the term is 

used in the NT are in contexts of speech. In all 

except for one of the uses of the term in John’s 

gospel, the sense is generally openness in speech – 

in the other it refers to walking publicly (Jn. 

11:54). John uses the term four times in this letter, 

two of the times involving speech, are in 

connection with prayer, here and in 1Jn. 3:21-22, 

“Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we 

have confidence before God; and whatever we ask 

we receive from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do the things that are pleasing 

in His sight.” The two other times, 2:28 and 4:17, 

it is used in the context of the judgment seat of 

Christ, which will likely also involve speech, as 

we will have to give account of ourselves. 
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 When one considers what it means to 

approach the throne of God, one ought to be sure 

of his ground for approaching. That is what we are 

talking about here as the text shows, “the 

confidence which we have before Him,” or 

“toward (p r o;" ‘after verbs…friendly to, toward, 

with’
15
) Him.” Here that ground is certain 

knowledge of salvation first, and then making the 

proper request. 

  2. (vs. 14b) The condition that 

naturally flows out of assurance of eternal life that 

must be met for our prayers inevitably to be 

answered in the affirmative is, “that, if we ask 

anything according to His will, He hears us.” 

(o{t i  ejavn  t i  a i jt wvmeq a  [present, middle, 

subjunctive – “Blass…succinctly says that ‘the 

New Testament writers were perfectly capable of 

preserving the distinction between the active and 

the middle.’”
16
; “Mayor…says: ‘When  a i jt ei 't e is 

thus opposed to a i jt ei 's qe, it implies using the 

words, without the spirit of prayer.’”
17
; “to ask for, 

with a claim on receipt of an answer”
18
; “ask, ask 

for, demand {without any real distinction betw. 

act. and mid…}…W. the manner of asking more 

exactly described…someth. in accord w. his 

will”
19
; “to ask…frequently suggests the attitude 

of a suppliant, the petition of one who is lesser in 

position than he to whom the petition is made; 

e.g., in the case of men in asking something from 

God, Matt. 7:7; a child from a parent, Matt. 7:9, 

10; a subject from a king, Acts 12:20; priests and 

people from Pilate, Luke 23:23 {R.V., ‘asking’ for 

A.V., ‘requiring’}; a beggar from a passer by, Acts 

3:2. With reference to petitioning God, this verb is 

found…in 1 John, five times, 1 John 3:22; 5:14, 

15 {twice}, 16.”
20
] k at a; t o; qevlh ma  [“the act of 

willing or desiring, subjective sense, will”
21
; 

“subjective, will, the act of willing or desiring…as 

a rule of the will of God {or Christ}…Also 

k at a; t o; q .”22; “subjectively, the will being 

spoken of as the emotion of being desirous, rather 
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than as the thing willed; of the will of God”
23
; 

“theŒleµma in the NT…God’s will is a unity and is 

thus put in the singular…theŒleµma as God’s 
will…The New Life of Believers and the Divine 

Will…The Basic Attitude…Prayer, too, should be 

according to God’s will on the model of 

Jesus…Such prayer may be sure of a 

hearing”
24
] aujt ou' ajk ouvei  [“to pay attention to by 

listening, listen to”
25
; “hear, as a passive 

respondent to levgw…aj.  t i n ov" listen to someone 
or someth…Of God”

26
; “That God hears prayer 

signifies that He answers prayer.”
27
] h Jmw'n). 

 The “if (ejavn)” with the subjunctive, “we 

ask” (a i jt wvmeq a  – present, middle, subjunctive) is 
a third class condition here; not assumed true. It is 

a possibility with a good probability. The middle 

voice is probably also not to be ignored as 

meaningless, bearing the sense of asking in one’s 

own “personal interest…though the point is not to 

be pressed too far.”
28
 In this letter, besides the four 

uses of the term here in vv. 14-16, John uses it 

only once, also in a prayer context, in 3:22. In the 

NT, the term, “frequently suggests the attitude of a 

suppliant, the petition of one who is lesser in 

position than he to whom the petition is made.”
29
 

Such is the case in most of John’s uses of the term.  

John uses the term eleven times in his 

gospel. On several occasions, he uses it in 

connection with people asking in Jesus’ name (Jn. 

14:13, 14; 16:23, 24, 26). In connection with that, 

the NKJV just said, “and that you may continue to 

believe in the name of the Son of God”
30
 (1Jn. 

5:13b – Like the NKJV, NASB has it in 13a also.). 

Of course, we were already commanded to 

“believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ” 

(1Jn. 3:23).  

What does it mean to “ask in His name”? 

“To do something in someone’s name means to 

act on his authority (cf. John 5:43; 10:25). It has 

nothing to do with simply tacking onto our prayers 

a phrase like ‘in Jesus’ name’! John’s 
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understanding of His Lord’s authorization to use 

His name in prayer is made clear in this verse—

i.e., it means to ask…according to His (God’s or 

Christ’s) will. If this is done, we can have 

confidence that…He hears us.”
31
 

The volume of such requests cannot be 

limited. The text says “if we ask anything (t i),” 
but it is anything within a certain range, namely, 

“according to His will (k at a; t o; qevlh ma  aujt ou'),” 
that is, according to the standard of what God 

desires (subjective use). But what He desires 

subjectively is revealed objectively in the word of 

God.  

John uses the expression, “love one 

another” five times in this letter. In 3:23 we read, 

“His commandment” is “that we believe in the 

name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 

another, just as He commanded us.” Finally, in our 

section, we read, “By this we know that we love 

the children of God, when we love God and 

observe His commandments. For this is the love of 

God, that we keep His commandments; and His 

commandments are not burdensome.” The reason 

they are not burdensome is because we have been 

“born of God” (vs. 3); “this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. And who is the 

one who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (vs. 4b-5). 

That very faith, which grants certainty of eternal 

life (5:13a), lays the ground work for ever 

increasing faith (5:13b NKJV), so that we may ask 

for many things according to His will.  

This implies immediately that if I ask God 

to help me keep His commandments, He will most 

certainly do so. If I ask Him to help me love 

someone, He will most certainly do so, etc., etc. 

That is what John means when he says, “He hears 

us.” It means that God answers in the affirmative. 

 “ALFORD well says, If we knew God’s will 

thoroughly, and submitted to it heartily, it would 

be impossible for us to ask anything for the spirit 

or for the body which He should not perform,”
32
 

otherwise, “In so far as God’s will is not our will, 

we are not abiding in faith, and our prayers are not 

accepted.”
33
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 B. We have certain knowledge of answered 

prayer (5:15). 

  1. (vs. 15a) Here is the condition 

for that knowledge: “And if we know that He 

hears us in whatever we ask” 

(k a i ; eja;n  [“Condition of first class with 

ejan…{usually ei j…} and the perfect active 

indicative, assumed as true.”
34
; “as conj., marker 

of condition, with probability of activity expressed 

in the verb left open and thereby suited esp. for 

generalized statements, if”
35
; 

“Conjunction…if…used w. the indic…w. pres. 

ind”
36
; “In a few instances  is used with the 

Present Indicative in the protasis of a conditional 

sentence, apparently to express a simple present 

supposition.”
37
] o i [da men  o{t i  ajk ouvei  [“That God 

hears prayer signifies that He answers 

prayer”
38
] h Jmw'n  o} [“Indefinite relative clause 

with modal ejan…{=ajn…} and the present middle 

{as for ourselves} subjunctive of 

a i jt ew.”
39
] eja;n  a i jt wvmeq a  [“to ask…frequently 

suggests the attitude of a suppliant, the petition of 

one who is lesser in position than he to whom the 

petition is made; e.g., in the case of men in asking 

something from God…With reference to 

petitioning God”
40
; “ask, ask for, demand 

{without any real distinction betw. act. and mid. 

The distinc. betw. act. |‘ask’ outright| and mid. 

|‘ask’ as a loan| found by ancient grammarians has 

only very limited validity for our lit…where they 

seem to be used interchangeably}…t i ; ajp ov t i n o " 
request someth. fr. someone”

41
] o i [da men  [“the 

confidence of possession by 

anticipation.”
42
] o{t i  e[co men  [“to experience 

someth., have”
43
; “act. trans…have as one’s own, 

possess…of advantages, benefits, or comforts 

which one enjoys: e[.  t a; a i jt h vmat a to have been 
granted the 
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requests”
44
] t a; a i jt h vmat a  [“request…e[cei n  t a; 

a i j. obtain the requests”45; “‘Request,’ ‘petition,’ 

‘desire,’ especially for individual petitions, with a 

reference to the content”
46
; “that which has been 

asked for…‘requests’”
47
] a} h j/t h vk a men  [“the 

asking abiding”
48
] ajp !  aujt ou'). 

 This stands to reason based on what was 

just said: “And if (eja;n  here with the indicative 

“Condition of first class…and the perfect active 

indicative, assumed as true.”
49
)” as was the case, 

“we know,” not guess or hope, just as it was with 

salvation in 1Jn. 5:13, “that He hears us in 

whatever we ask” illimitably, but in accordance 

with His will, meaning that He answers these 

many requests in the affirmative, then we have 

some legitimate expectations. 

  2. (vs. 15b) Here is the knowledge 

itself: (vs. 15a) Here is the condition for that 

knowledge: “we know that we have the requests 

which we have asked from Him” (o i [da men  [“the 
confidence of possession by 

anticipation.”
50
] o{t i  e[co men  [“to experience 

someth., have”
51
; “act. trans…have as one’s own, 

possess…of advantages, benefits, or comforts 

which one enjoys: e[.  t a; a i jt h vmat a to have been 
granted the 

requests”
52
] t a; a i jt h vmat a  [“request…e[cei n  t a; 

a i j. obtain the requests”53; “‘Request,’ ‘petition,’ 

‘desire,’ especially for individual petitions, with a 

reference to the content”
54
; “that which has been 

asked for…‘requests’”
55
] a} h j/t h vk a men  [“the 

asking abiding”
56
] ajp !  aujt ou'). 

 The expectations are that, “we know that 

we have,” or will obtain in due course, “the 

requests which we have asked (h j/t h vk a men perfect, 
active, indicative) from Him.” The perfect tense 
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seems to imply that once we have prayed 

according to His will, that request remains valid 

indefinitely and has lingering results, which might 

well come to fruition at any time at the discretion 

of God. 

 

III Conc. 

 The best example of this may be Zacharias. 

It was likely many years after he had prayed for a 

son that the angel appeared to him saying, “Do not 

be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been 

heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 

and you will give him the name John” (Lk. 1:13). 

He was stunned, so much so, that he did not 

believe and fell under the judgment of being mute 

until John the Baptist was born (vs. 20). Praying 

according to the will of God is powerful business 

and will result in great things. Let us do it! 


