
I Intro. (Nov. 30, 2008) 

 After discussing the origin of the spirits 

behind the speakers, John informs his readers of 

their origin. They enjoy victory over the false 

prophets because of the almighty, indwelling Holy 

Spirit (1Jn. 4:4). The false prophets originate from 

the world who hears them (4:5). John and the 

apostles are sourced in God whose people listen to 

them (4:6). 

 

III John’s Readers Have Victory Over the False 

Prophets (1Jn. 4:4-6). 

 A. They enjoy victory over the false 

prophets because of the indwelling Holy Spirit 

(1Jn. 4:4). 

  1. (vs. 4) John’s readers have the 

victory because of the greatness of God who is in 

them: “You are from God, little children, and have 

overcome them; because greater is He who is in 

you than he who is in the world” 

(uJmei'" [“especially when they are subjects of the 
verb, an emphasis always to be noticed”

1
; “a 

reference to the receptors of a message, whether 

oral or written {with an added feature of emphasis 

in the form}”
2
] ejk [“to denote origin, cause, 

motive, reason…in expr. which have to do w. 

begetting and birth from, of, by”
3
; “a marker of the 

source of an activity or state, with the implication 

of something proceeding from or out of the 

source—‘from, by.’”
4
; “‘from God’ {i.e., actuated 

and influenced by 

God}”
5
] tou' qeou' ejste tekniva [“dim. of 

tevknon; {little} child, voc. pl. tekniva; in our lit. 
only in the voc. pl., used by Jesus in familiar, 

loving address to his disciples, or by a Christian 

apostle or teacher to his spiritual children”
6
; “This 

is a nursery term for a ‘small child.’ In the NT it 

occurs only in affectionate address”
7
; “a person of 

any age for whom there is a special relationship of 

endearment and association—‘my child, my dear 

friend, my dear man, my dear one, my dear 
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lad.’”
8
] kai; nenikhvkate [“to overcome someone, 

vanquish, overcome, trans.”
9
; “trans. conquer, 

overcome, vanquish…act. w. the obj. in the acc. 

tinav overcome someone…Also said of the 

Christians…aujtouv" {=tou;" ejk tou' kovsmou}”10; 
“Jesus won the victory over the world {John 

16:33} and God in us {I John 4:4} gives us the 

victory.”
11
; “Faith is dominant in Paul, victory in 

John, faith is victory {I John 5:4}.”
12
; “it is faith 

that overcomes the evil one”
13
] aujtouv" [“In the 

Greek to; pneu'ma and the plural are neuters, but 
this is only a grammatical feature; hence John uses 

the masculine aujtouv", ‘them.’ From verse 1 
onward he is speaking of 

persons.”
14
] o{ti meivzwn [“pert. to being relatively 

superior in importance,”
15
; “fig…of rank and 

dignity…of pers.; of God and other divinities 

qeov"…Comp. meivzwn greater of God”16; “the 
upper range of a scale of extent, with the possible 

implication of importance in relevant contexts—

‘great, greatly, greatness, to a great degree, 

intense, terrible.’”
17
; “The same God is greater 

than the accusing heart {1 Jn. 3:20} and greater 

than he who is in the world {4:4}.”
18
; “It will be 

found that human beings are able to thwart the 

influence of evil spirits only by divine 

enablement”
19
; “No human situation or 

combination of circumstances can be as hopeless 

as that in which the believer is placed when in 

conflict with Satan, if depending on human 

resources.”
20
] ejsti;n oJ [“rely on the power of the 

indwelling Spirit who is greater than 

Satan…Neither Satan, nor the world, nor the flesh 

is ever eradicated, nor is the conflict ever lessened. 

God’s provision is sufficient for a triumphal 

conquest even when seemingly the foes are 

unrestrained.”
21
; “The believer’s conflict with 
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Satan is as fierce and unceasing as that 

superhuman being can make it. Before him 

Christians of themselves are as nothing; but God 

has anticipated this helplessness and provided a 

perfect victory through the indwelling 

Spirit”
22
] ejn uJmi'n [“that is in the Christian 

Society. The Church appears to be set over against 

the world; so that here the thought is of the body, 

and not {as in 3:24} of the individual. The Divine 

Person is undefined. We think naturally of God in 

Christ.”
23
; “the presence of the divine nature in 

any individual is a certain guarantee that no demon 

can enter”
24
] h] oJ [“The false teachers are human 

but the power of the koŒsmos, the diaŒbolos, or the 
pneuŒma teµ�s plaŒneµs lies behind them”25; “The many 
false spirits represent one personal power of 

falsehood, ‘the prince of the world’ {John 12:31, 

14:30}, the devil”
26
; “He is called ‘the prince of 

this world’ {John 12:31}; ‘the god of this Age’ {2 

Cor. 4:4}; and ‘the ruler of the kingdom of the air’ 

{Eph. 2:2}.”
27
] ejn tw'/ kovsmw/ [“the system of 

human existence in its many aspects”
28
; “the 

world, and everything that belongs to it, appears as 

that which is hostile to God, i.e. lost in sin, wholly 

at odds w. anything divine, ruined and 

depraved…the whole world lies in the power of 

the evil one”
29
; “As the Lamb of God he takes 

away its sin…the cosmos knows neither him nor 

God…it…meets him with hatred…Hence his 

mission entails its judgment…In such references 

the cosmos is as it were a collective person 

represented by its prince. Christ and the cosmos 

are thus opponents”
30
]; “the system of practices 

and standards associated with secular society {that 

is, without reference to any demands or 

requirements of God}—‘world system, world’s 

standards, world.’”
31
; “The specific phrase, in the 

world, identifies the sphere of the exercise of 

Satan’s power”
32
; “The word ‘world’ has several 
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nuances of meaning; in verse 3 it means more the 

area inhabited by men, but in verse 4 it refers 

rather to sinful mankind, while in verse 5 the 

stress is more on the sinful principle found in such 

people”
33
). 

The focus of the 4:1-3 has been on the 

spirits who do not pass the test as having come 

from God. These are the evil spirits behind the 

false prophets (vs. 1), and who thus speak through 

them. It is not necessarily that the false prophets 

are possessed by these spirits, but rather that they 

are somehow actuated by them, just as “the whole 

world lies in the power of the evil one” (1Jn. 

5:19b). 

Here John began to focus on his readers 

and the One behind them in contrast to those of 

the previous section. He did it emphatically 

saying, “You (uJmei'"),” that is, you yourselves “are 
from God (ejk tou' qeou'),” meaning not merely 
that they are born again

34
 people, but rather that 

they are “actuated and influenced by God,”
35
 and 

thus that He the “source of” their “activity.”
36
 

We also observe for the sixth of seven 

times (1Jn. 1:2; 2:12, 28; 3:7, 18; 5:21) in the 

letter, John’s tender and instructive attitude in the 

way that he addresses his readers in the 

expression, “little children (tekniva),” that 
translates a single word in the Greek that is, “a 

nursery term for a ‘small child.’ In the NT it 

occurs only in affectionate address.”
37
 Of course, 

the term can refer to “a person of any age for 

whom there is a special relationship of endearment 

and association—‘my child, my dear friend, my 

dear man, my dear one, my dear lad.’”
38
  

Remarkably his “little children” actuated 

by God “have overcome (nenikhvkate) them 
(aujtouv" masculine, plural, accusative).” The 

grammar of the term “them” suggests that it refers 

to the false prophets of vs. 1, but “spirits” cannot 

be excluded on the basis of the fact that 

pneuvmata (spirits) is neuter as, “this is only a 
grammatical feature”

39
 and thus all such persons in 
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context, spirit or human, can be included. We 

know for example that the Holy Spirit is 

theologically correctly referred to as “the Spirit 

Himself” in Rm. 8:16, 26 in the NASB, and 

grammatically correctly as “The Spirit itself” in 

the KJV in 8:16. Technically the Spirit is not an 

“it” because He has personality, possessing mind, 

emotions, and will. As it is with the Holy Spirit in 

this regard, so also it is with all spirits, all angels, 

both good and fallen (demons). All the evil entities 

in the context, men or demons, stand in a state of 

having been “overcome” (nenikhvkate, lemma, 
nikavw, perfect, active, indicative) by John’s 

readers. The tense suggests a process, probably a 

battle, in the past, having reached a point of 

completion with lingering results. His readers 

stand in a state of having overcome these 

unspiritual opponents and are therefore presently 

enjoying the victory over them. They have 

“conquer(ed) (or) vanquish(ed)”
40
 these deceivers 

(2:26, 3:7). This note of victory has already been 

sited in 2:13, 14, where John said of the young 

men that they had overcome the evil one. That 

being said, “the general tenor of the book shows 

that the danger is far from over.”
41
 A present state 

of victory does not guarantee future victory (Gal. 

6:1; 1Cor. 10:12). 

Of course, we learn in 1Jn. 5:4 that “it is 

faith that overcomes the evil one.”
42
 Here the 

reason is simply “because (o{ti) greater (meivzwn) is 
He that is in you than he that is in the world.” We 

already saw that God is greater than our 

condemning heart in 1Jn. 3:20. The term “world” 

shows that not merely local opponents to the truth 

are in view, but the entire world, “the system of 

human existence in its many aspects,”
43
 “as that 

which is hostile to God, i.e. lost in sin, wholly at 

odds w. anything divine, ruined and depraved”
44
 

and so, “the cosmos is as it were a collective 

person represented by its prince.”
45
 Specifically 

here he said that He who is in you, the readers, is 

greater than he who is in the world, namely, Satan, 

who is “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 
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2:2), “the ruler of this world” (Jn. 12:31), as Jesus 

called him. (There is a local sense to Satan’s 

domain as well – Rev. 12:9; Lk. 10:18.) Apart 

from the greatness of God in this mortal spiritual 

conflict with Satan and his minions, we would 

have no hope of victory. As Chafer put it so many 

years ago, “No human situation or combination of 

circumstances can be as hopeless as that in which 

the believer is placed when in conflict with Satan, 

if depending on human resources.”
46
 So even 

when “Michael the archangel” encountered Satan, 

He “did not dare pronounce against him a railing 

judgment, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you’” (Jude 

9). How much more should we also say, “The 

Lord rebuke you”? 

Who is “He that is in you?” Suggestions 

have been made with reference to all the members 

of the Godhead. There is an element of truth to the 

claims that the reference is to the Father and the 

Son. See Jn. 14:23. But in the immediate context, 

particularly 1Jn. 3:24b, our attention seems to be 

directed to the Holy Spirit, “And we know by this 

that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has 

given us.” Then in this chapter with its several 

references to “spirit” in general and the Spirit of 

God in particular (vs. 2; cf. vs. 13), not to mention 

the emphasis in the NT on the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit (Rm. 8:9, 11; 1Cor. 3:16, 19; 2Tm. 

1:14), we conclude that the reference here is 

indeed to the Holy Spirit. The fact that the Spirit 

of God is in us, and that He is greater than the 

Satanic or demonic forces who are in the world is 

enough by itself to take away any excuse for defeat 

on the part of believers everywhere. Of course, 

John is assuming that his readers are availing 

themselves of that power. The fact that they 

already have the victory was proof of that. They 

were not succumbing to false views of Jesus as the 

Messiah, so clearly the victory was theirs, proving 

that they were indeed relying on the inherent, 

infinite greatness of the Spirit for their victory. We 

know what is necessary to draw upon that power, 

faith (1Jn. 5:4; 1Pt. 5:9), the will to resist the devil 

(1Pt. 5:9; Jm. 4:7), submission to God (4:7a; cf. 

1Pt. 5:6a), and, of course, putting on the whole 

armor of God (Eph. 6:10ff.), etc. 
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Based on this word (nenikhvkate) is the 
familiar term “Nike,” which comes from the Greek 

mythology meaning, “The goddess of victory.”
47
 

The English name, Nick, short for Nicholas, 

means victory (of the people) as well. 

 B. The false prophets originate from the 

world who hears them (4:5). 

  1. (vs. 5) It is clear from the speech, 

the message of the false prophets that they are 

inextricably linked with the world: “They are from 

the world; therefore they speak as from the world, 

and the world listens to them” (aujtoi; [“a 
reference to a definite person or persons spoken or 

written about {with an added feature of emphasis 

in the nominative forms}—‘he, him, she, her, it, 

they, them.’”
48
] ejk [“to denote origin, cause, 

motive, reason…to denote origin as to family, 

race, city, people, district, 

etc…ejk {touvtou} t. kovsmou”49; “John is fond of 
this use of ejk…for origin and source of 
character”

50
] tou' kovsmou [“the system of human 

existence in its many aspects”
51
; “the world, and 

everything that belongs to it, appears as that which 

is hostile to God, i.e. lost in sin, wholly at odds w. 

anything divine, ruined and depraved…The use of 

k. in this sense is even further developed in John. 
The k. stands in opposition to God 1J 2:15f and 
hence is incapable of knowing God”

52
; “primarily 

order, arrangement, ornament, adornment…is used 

to denote…the present condition of human affairs, 

in alienation from and opposition to 

God…{thrice}”
53
; “the system of practices and 

standards associated with secular society {that is, 

without reference to any demands or requirements 

of God}—‘world system, world’s standards, 

world.’”
54
; “the stress is more on the sinful 

principle found in such people”
55
] eijsivn [“to have 

a point of derivation or origin, be,/come from 

somewhere”
56
; “Used w. prepositions…e[k tino" 

                                                 
47The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 

1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from InfoSoft International, 

Inc. All rights reserved. 

48Louw, Johannes P. and Eugene Albert Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament  : Based on 

Semantic Domains. electronic ed. of the 2nd edition. New York: United Bible societies, 1996, c1989. 1:813. 

49Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

50Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

51Arndt, William, Frederick W. Danker and Walter Bauer. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 562. 

52Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

53Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

54Louw, Johannes P. and Eugene Albert Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament  : Based on 

Semantic Domains. electronic ed. of the 2nd edition. New York: United Bible societies, 1996, c1989. 1:507. 

55Tom Constable. Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible. Galaxie Software, 2003; 2003. 1 Jn 4:5. 

56Arndt, William, Frederick W. Danker and Walter Bauer. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 285. 

belong to someth. or someone…Of origin…Esp. in 

Johannine usage…ejk tou' kovsmou”57] dia; [“a 
marker of a participant constituting the cause or 

reason for an event or state—‘because of, on 

account of, for this 

reason.’”
58
] tou'to ejk tou' kovsmou lalou'sin [“Li

terally, it is: ‘they speak out of the world;’ i.e., the 

character of their utterances corresponds to their 

origin.”
59
] kai; oJ kovsmo" aujtw'n ajkouvei). 

 John focuses on the false prophets, the 

antichrists, in this verse in contrast to believers, 

his readers, in the previous verse; “You” (vs. 4) 

versus “They” (vs. 5 aujtoi;). We should observe 
that as the term “you” was emphatic there, “you 

yourselves,” so also is the term “they” emphatic 

here, “they themselves.” The contrast is quite 

strong.  

Notice what he says about these opponents. 

He discusses their origin, the source of their 

speech, and their audience. All three are 

inextricably linked to the world. The term “world” 

has so many varied meanings in the NT as to be 

difficult to precisely define. On the last verse we 

said that it is “the system of human existence in its 

many aspects,”
60
 “as that which is hostile to God, 

i.e. lost in sin, wholly at odds w. anything divine, 

ruined and depraved”
61
 and so, “the cosmos is as it 

were a collective person represented by its 

prince.”
62
 Similarly Alford says that the world 

here is to be understood as, “unregenerate human 

nature, ruled over and possessed by Satan, the 

prince of this world.”
63
 By “possessed,” Alford 

apparently means owned, or at least not possessed 

in the extreme of absolute manipulative control. It 

is this “whole world” that in fact “lies in the power 

of the evil one” (1Jn. 5:19). 

The false prophets “are from (ejk) the 
world,” that is they arise from its mindset, are 

owned and actuated by it, and thus are in 

agreement with its values. Its goals and objectives 

are theirs as well. So if this world with its inherent 
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opposition against God consists of the three 

dynamics of the “lust of the flesh and the lust of 

the eyes and the boastful pride of life” (2:16), as 

indeed it does, then these are the forces that 

control the false prophets. How could it be 

otherwise if, as the our verse says, “They 

(themselves) are from the world”? So it 

necessarily follows that whatever they do, no 

matter how seemingly holy or religious or even 

Christian it appears to be, the reason behind it is 

one of those chief characteristics of the world, the 

three lusts mentioned above, or a combination of 

two or all three of them. Perhaps the most blatant 

modern case is this sort of thing was the cult of 

Jim Jones. 

It follows logically “therefore (dia; tou'to)” 
that because they are “from the world” “they speak 

as from the world,” that is, they speak in a manner 

consistent with the world’s view of things, and the 

world approves what they say. Now this is a very 

interesting matter. For the fact that they are false 

prophets may not be as manifest as one might have 

thought. They often appear holy and essentially 

Christian. Many would be unsuspicious that 

anything was awry. Even the false prophets would 

take a stand on the quality of their life’s work and 

lifestyle. Jesus said, “Many will say to Me on that 

day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 

Your name perform many miracles?” (Mt. 7:22) 

How are such people to be detected then? Jesus 

said, “So then, you will know them by their fruits” 

(vs. 20). Those who enter the kingdom will be 

those do “the will of My Father who is in heaven” 

(vs. 21b). As it turns out “fruits” does not have 

reference to behavior, nor does doing “the will of” 

our heavenly Father. Rather it has to do with the 

content of what one believes as revealed in the 

teaching of the false prophets. What was their 

soteriology? It was justification by works; thus the 

consequent appeal to works in the final plea of 

these false prophets, “did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 

Your name perform many miracles?” (vs. 22b). 

The essence of Jesus’ response is telling: “I never 

knew you.” They did not have a relationship with 

Jesus. They did not know Him, nor were they 

known by Him (Cf. Gal. 4:9). Such a person 

cannot have eternal life. Jesus said in Jn. 17:3, 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent.” 

Not surprisingly, “the world listens 

(ajkouvei, ‘hears’) to them,” that is, the unsaved 
approve and condone the message of works for 

salvation and sanctification delivered by these 

false prophets. “Listens (ajkouvei)” here means, “to 
believe something and to respond to it on the basis 

of having heard—‘to accept…to listen and 

respond, to pay attention and respond, to heed.’”
64
 

The world always welcomes the message of false 

prophets. It appeals to the flesh and implies that 

people are not really helpless. It says that there are 

a number of things that people can do to commend 

themselves to God. It is the message of 

justification by faith, of salvation full and free by 

believing in Jesus alone, that slams against the 

conscience of unsaved man like a dissonant cord. 

Man hates the message and the messenger that say 

to him that he is spiritually dead, morally and 

spiritually bankrupt, and helpless in the face of a 

holy God. Not so with the message of the false 

prophets such as the proto-Gnostics, the antichrists 

of John’s time. No, their message was welcomed. 

For it said that there were a number of things that 

men could do to rise above the limitations of the 

evil material world in which they were trapped to 

free themselves for acceptance in the morally good 

spiritual realm. Of course, these included such 

things as achieving a special apportionment of 

knowledge, potentially interacting with angels or 

emanations from God, living by strict rules 

regarding food and drink and observing special 

days and seasons, and submitting to an ascetic 

lifestyle involving self-abasement and severe 

treatment of the body. Billions in this world 

believe and practice this sort of thing to this very 

moment.  

I have not here accounted for the libertine 

proto-Gnostics, but suffice it to say that their 

inconsistencies reveal them to be soteriologically 

legalistic as well. As soon as any one of them says, 

“Now that is just not right,” they have 

acknowledged a moral standard of right and 

wrong. Because they think that they can achieve 

heaven, however that concept is defined, apart 
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from Christ, they have rigged up some kind of a 

legalistic system whereby they can achieve heaven 

by hook or by crook if you please, and that 

notwithstanding their libertinism. 

 C. John and the apostles originate from 

God whose people listen to them (4:6). 

  a. (vs. 6) Believers who are in 

fellowship respond to apostolic teaching: “We are 

from God; he who knows God listens to us; he 

who is not from God does not listen to us. By this 

we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error” 

(hJmei'" [“a reference to the speaker {with an added 
feature of emphasis in the form}”

65
] ejk [“heaven 

is open to the Son…and he has his true existence 

there”
66
; “to denote origin, cause, motive, 

reason…in expr. which have to do w. begetting 

and birth from, of, by”
67
] tou' qeou' [“quite 

predom. of the true God, somet. with, somet. 

without the art…oJ qeov"…With 
prep…ejk tou' qeou'”68] ejsmen oJ ginwvskwn [“In 
the N.T. ginoµskoµ frequently indicates a relation 
between the person knowing and the object 

known; in this respect, what is known is of value 

or importance to the one who knows, and hence 

the establishment of the relationship, e.g., 

especially of God’s knowledge, 1 Cor. 8:3, ‘if any 

man love God, the same is known of Him;’ Gal. 

4:9, ‘to be known of God;’ here the knowing 

suggests approval and bears the meaning ‘to be 

approved;’…The same idea of appreciation as well 

as knowledge underlies several statements 

concerning the knowledge of God and His truth on 

the part of believers”
69
; “know, come to know…w. 

acc. of the thing…W. prep. g. ti e[k tino"…know 

a thing by someth.”
70
; “know, come to know…w. 

personal obj…God”
71
] to;n qeo;n ajkouvei [“to 

believe something and to respond to it on the basis 

of having heard—‘to accept, to listen to, to listen 

and respond, to pay attention and respond, to 

heed.’”
72
] hJmw'n [“The teaching of the apostles is 
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formally a touchstone for all other teaching—I 

mean that which they themselves taught 

immediately. If any one tells me that others must 

explain or develop it to have the truth and 

certainty of faith, I reply, ‘You are not of God, for 

he who is of God hearkens to them; and you would 

have me not to hearken to them; and whatever may 

be your pretext, you prevent my doing 

so.’”
73
] o}" oujk e[stin ejk tou' qeou' oujk ajkouvei hJ

mw'n ejk [“to denote origin, cause, motive, 

reason…of the source, fr. which someth. 

flows…information, insight, 

etc.”
74
] touvtou ginwvskomen [“know, come to 

know…w. acc. of the thing…W. prep. 

g. ti e[k tino"…know a thing by 

someth.”
75
] to; pneu'ma [“the spirit as that which 

differentiates God fr. everything that is not 

God…The Spirit is more closely defined by a gen. 

of the thing: 

to; pn. th'" ajlhqeiva"”76] th'" ajlhqeiva" [“truth 
{opp. yeu'do"}…esp. of the content of Christianity 
as the absolute truth…Truth can be 

communicated…The Spirit leads into truth 16:13; 

hence pneu'ma th'" aj.”77; “‘a most exquisite title’ 
{Bengel}. The Holy Spirit is marked by it 

{genitive case}, gives it, defends it…in contrast to 

the spirit of error”
78
; “the content of that which is 

true and thus in accordance with what actually 

happened—

‘truth.’”
79
] kai; to; pneu'ma th'" plavnh" [“{figura

tive extensions of meaning of planavw ‘to cause to 
wander off the path,’ not occurring in the NT} to 

cause someone to hold a wrong view and thus be 

mistaken - ‘to mislead, to deceive, deception, to 

cause to be mistaken.’…‘this is the way we know 

the difference between the Spirit which leads to 

truth and the spirit that misleads us’ or ‘…causes 

us to hold a wrong view’ or ‘…causes us to be 

mistaken’”
80
; “wandering, roaming, in our lit. only 

fig. of wandering fr. the path of truth, error, 
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delusion, deceit, deception to which one is 

subject…to; pneu'ma th'" plavnh"…the spirit of 

error”
81
; “a wandering, a forsaking of the right 

path, see Jas. 5:20, whether in doctrine, 2 Pet. 

3:17; 1 John 4:6, or in morals, Rom. 1:27; 2 Pet. 

2:18; Jude 11, though, in Scripture, doctrine and 

morals are never divided by any sharp line.”
82
; 

“Ultimately the error is practical…The false 

teachers are human but the power of the koŒsmos, 
the diaŒbolos, or the pneuŒma teµ�s plaŒneµs lies behind 
them”

83
). 

 Now John returns to apostolic leadership in 

this verse. We had “you” in vs. 4, “they” in vs. 5, 

and now “we” in vs. 6. “You” referred to his 

readers, “they” the false prophets, and “we” to the 

apostles. The false prophets sought to steal the 

divinely ordained leadership from the apostles. 

The wanted to readers to shift from truth to error, 

so that they themselves could benefit from it in 

some selfish way. 

 John said, “We (hJmei'", emphatic)” 
ourselves “are from (ejk) God,” that is, John and 
the other apostles were born again people who 

were actuated and empowered by God and were in 

agreement with Him in terms of both truth, love, 

and conduct. So it followed naturally that the one 

“who knows God listens (ajkouvei) to” them. False 
prophets do not know God positionally or 

experientially. John’s readers know God 

positionally as believers, and experientially also in 

their Christian lives as vs. 4 seems to show. As 

with the last verse, “listens” means “to believe 

something and to respond to it on the basis of 

having heard—‘to accept…to listen and respond, 

to pay attention and respond, to heed.’”
84
 

Believers who know God in their daily walk listen 

to apostolic doctrine, which is just another way of 

saying that they listen to the word of God. They 

hear it and they obey it. Already having done 

God’s will in receiving salvation by faith, that is, 

by believing that Jesus Christ has come in the 

flesh, or if you please, by believing that Jesus is 

the Christ (1Jn. 5:1), they now want to do His will 

in daily Christian living. 
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 On the contrary, “he who is not from God 

does not listen to us.” Simply stated, people who 

are not right with God either positionally or 

experientially reject apostolic teaching. This 

would obviously include both the false prophets 

and their followers. 

 Finally John said, “By this we know the 

spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” “We” is first 

the apostles themselves, and of course his readers 

by extension. Even the apostles discerned the 

spirits by how people responded to their teaching.  

We must remember that this section (vv. 1-

6) was all about “not” believing “every spirit, but” 

testing “the spirits to see whether they are from 

God” (vs. 1). We learned that “every spirit that 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

from God; and every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God” (vv. 2b, 3a). The same 

expression, “spirit of truth” was used by Jesus to 

describe the coming of the Holy Spirit in Jn. 

14:17, where the upper case letter is used, “Spirit 

of truth,” just as it was in vs. 2 in the expression, 

“Spirit of God.” While it is possible to understand 

both occasions of “spirit” here as “highly 

generic…(with) the reference is simply to a 

supernatural and non-material entity,”
85
 it is 

probably better to see them as referring to the Holy 

“Spirit of truth” and the evil “spirit of error.” 

Satan is the evil spirit of error, but we understand 

the reality of many evil spirits, demons, being 

delegated by him to accomplish his evil purposes 

in the world. Those controlled by the Spirit of 

truth listen to the apostles. Those controlled by the 

spirit of error do not listen to the apostles. It really 

is that simple. 

 

III Conc. 

 Because of the greatness of the Holy Spirit 

and the inferiority of the devil who is in the world, 

John’s readers have overcome the false prophets 

and with them, the spirits behind them. These 

defeated false prophets originate in and are 

actuated and empowered by the world with which 

their speech is consistent and whose constituents 

listen to them. On the other hand, the apostles are 

from God. Those aligned with God hear them; no 
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one else does. This is the determining factor is 

distinguishing between the spirits. 


