
I Intro. (Aug. 10, 2008) 

 John referred once again to the false 

teachers, the antichrists, and says that he is writing 

concerning them. He then mentioned “the 

anointing” again. So we have the deceivers versus 

the anointing (1Jn. 2:26-27). John then exhorted as 

to how to live now in light of the future (2:28). He 

then pointed out that those who do righteousness 

are born of Him (2:29). 

 

II “Abide in Him” (1Jn. 2:26-29). 

 A. The deceivers versus the anointing 

(2:26-27) 

  1. (vs. 26) Paul referred here to the 

opponents who were trying to teach lies to God’s 

people: “These things I have written to you 

concerning those who are trying to deceive you” 

(T au't a  e[gr ay a  [“Not epistolary aorist, but 

refers…to the preceding verses.”
1
; “w. ref. to the 

content…write {to} someone t i n i v…write someth. 

to someone”
2
; “the reference may be not to the 

whole epistle, but to the portion in hand, though 

even so the standpoint is that of the 

reader.”
3
] uJmi 'n  [“a reference to the receptors of a 

message, whether oral or written {with an added 

feature of emphasis in the form 

uJmei '"}”4] p er i ; [“a marker of a relation, usually 

involving content or topic—‘in relation to, with 

regard to, 

concerning.’”
5
] t w'n  p lan wvn t wn  [“{figurative 

extensions of meaning of  ‘to cause to wander off 

the path,’ not occurring in the NT} to cause 

someone to hold a wrong view and thus be 

mistaken—‘to mislead, to deceive, deception, to 

cause to be mistaken.’”
6
; “to cause to go astray 

from a specific way, act…mislead, deceive t i n av 
someone”

7
; “to cause to wander, lead astray, is 

translated to seduce”
8
; “Break the spell of any 

Gnostic charmer.”
9
; “‘Concerning those that are 

trying to lead you astray’ {conative use of the 
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present active articular participle of 

p lan a w…}”
10
] uJma'"). 

 As we mentioned previously, the proto-

Gnostic false teachers could in no way 

countenance the concept of justification by faith 

according to promise, which is exactly was John 

said was true in the previous verse: “And this is 

the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal 

life” (2:25). If it is according to promise it cannot 

be according to human effort in keeping the Law 

or some law in the form of the elementary 

principles of the world. It certainly is according to 

promise, as John himself effectively said in the 

expression, “Whoever believes that Jesus is the 

Christ is born of God” (1Jn. 5:1a). It seems likely 

that the antichrist false teachers actively opposed 

such teaching. Indeed they did in that in 2:22b they 

denied “that Jesus is the Christ.” 

John said that he had “written 

(e[gr ay a  ‘Not epistolary aorist, but refers…to the 

preceding verses.’
11
)” “these things,” that is, the 

foregoing material “to” his readers “concerning 

(p er i ;) those who” were “trying to deceive 

(p lan wvn t wn)” them. This proves that the false 

teachers were actively engaged in an organized 

effort to cause John’s readers to agree with them 

instead of continuing on with him. The original 

literally reads, “concerning those who are 

deceiving you,” which paints a vivid picture of 

their activities underway, currently in progress. 

That is not to say that they were succeeding, but 

they were trying to; our translation brings out the 

sense of the tendential present.  

The word “deceive” translates the Greek, 

p lan wvn t wn  (planoµntoµn, lemma, p lan avw), which 

we have seen before in 1:8, from which we get our 

English word for planets, which were seen as 

wandering stars, not keeping the same course as 

the other stars. It means “to cause someone to hold 

a wrong view and thus be mistaken—‘to 

mislead…to cause to be mistaken.’”
12
 Specifically 

here it means to cause the believers to accept a 

false view of how to get eternal life, that it must be 

achieved by some means other than to believe the 

promise. So, for the promise is substituted human 

effort, or human experience in some form or other, 
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including mystical experience and 

“enlightenment.” Of course, this involved a 

diminished view of Christ and an assault on His 

finished work on the cross. To do this is to deny 

Christ Himself. “Who is the liar but the one who 

denies that Jesus is the Christ?” (2:22a). John 

wanted to protect his readers from this error. 

  2. (vs. 27) As opposed to the false 

teachers, the antichrists, or proto-Gnostics, John’s 

readers had a far superior teacher: “And as for you, 

the anointing which you received from Him abides 

in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach 

you; but as His anointing teaches you about all 

things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has 

taught you, you abide in Him” 

(k a i ; uJmei '" t o; cr i 's ma  [“Old word for result 

{mat…} and for the material, from cr i w…to 

anoint, perhaps suggested by the use of 

ajn t i cr i st o i…in verse 18. Christians are 

‘anointed ones,’ cr i st o i…in this sense, with 

which compare Psa. 105:15: ‘Touch not my 

anointed ones’ {mh aJy h s qe t wn cr i st wn mou…}. 

These antichrists posed as the equals of or even 

superior to Christ himself. But followers of Christ 

do have ‘the oil of anointing’ {t o ejla i on t ou 
cr i s mat o "…Ex. 29:7}, the Holy 

Spirit”
13
] o} ejlavbet e [“{more passively} receive, 

get, obtain…receive someth. from 

someone”
14
] ajp !  aujt ou' mevn ei  [“intr. remain, 

stay…a pers. or thing remains where he or it 

is…fig., of someone who does not leave the realm 

or sphere in which he finds himself: remain, 

continue, abide…Vice versa, of someth. that 

remains in someone; likew. in Johannine 

usage…Of the anointing fr. 

heaven”
15
] ejn  uJmi 'n  k a i ; ouj crei van  [“need, 

necessity…crei va  ejst i v t i n o " there is need of 

someth., someth. is needed…W. i {n a 
foll.”

16
] e[cet e i {n a  [“This use of i {n a + 

subjunctive expresses the result of the action of 

the main verb. It indicates a consequence of the 

verbal action that is not intended. The i {n a is 
normally translated so that, with the result that.”

17
; 
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“Very oft. the final mng. is greatly weakened or 

disappears altogether. In this case the i {n a—constr. 

serves…as a substitute for an inf. that supplements 

a verb, or an acc. w. inf…after nouns and adjs., 

esp. when they are parts of fixed 

expressions”
18
] t i " di davs k h / uJma'" ajll!  wJ" t o; a

ujt ou' cr i 's ma  [“the Holy Spirit and His ministry 

are inseparably associated”
19
; “God’s Word is not 

given so that it is impossible to understand it, or 

that it requires a special class of men to interpret 

it; its character is such that the Holy Spirit who 

gave it can unfold its truths even to the young 

convert.”
20
] di davs k ei  [“suggests the presence of 

direct inspiration or revelation…this teaching by 

anointing {the Spirit} offers a safeguard against 

false teachers who also raise total 

claims.”
21
] uJma'" p er i ; p avn t wn  [“subst…without 

the art…p avn t e",  p a's a i all, everyone…In the 

absolute sense…Of a ‘whole’ that is implied fr. 

the 

context”
22
] k a i ; ajlh qev" ejst i n  k a i ; oujk  e[st i n  y e

u'do " k a i ; k a q w;" ejdi vda xen  uJma'" mevn et e [“expres
ses continual mystical fellowship between Christ 

and the believer”
23
; “intr. remain, stay…a pers. or 

thing remains where he or it is…fig., of someone 

who does not leave the realm or sphere in which 

he finds himself: remain, continue, abide…Of the 

Christians in their relationship to 

God”
24
] ejn  aujt w'/). 

 To further shore up their defenses against 

the deceivers, John returned to the matter of the 

Holy Spirit, to whom he made reference before in 

vs. 20: “But you have an anointing from the Holy 

One, and you all know.” 

 He emphatically referred to his readers in 

the expression, “And as for you (uJmei '")”; “You” is 

really “you yourselves.” John then referred directly 

to “the anointing (t o; cr i 's ma),” which we said 

was a reference to the Holy Spirit in vs. 20. As we 

saw before, “Jesus was anointed as the Christ by 

the Holy Spirit (cf. Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38). 
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Since the antichrists are marked by denying that 

Jesus is the Christ (verse 22), it is fitting that the 

readership, which confesses this truth, should be 

identified as ‘anointed ones’ even as Jesus is the 

Anointed One (the Christ).”
25
 Often the use of this 

term means “to assign a person to a task, with the 

implication of supernatural sanctions, blessing, 

and endowment.”
26
 Such was the case with OT 

kings of Israel, and our Lord Himself in Lk. 4:18a, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 

anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.” So 

also with believers, the Holy Spirit Himself is our 

anointing and expects that we should continue to 

believe the truth about Jesus and confess it 

wholeheartedly through His divine enablement, 

even in the face of opposition from the antichrists, 

ancient or modern. This anointing “which you 

received from Him” the “Holy One” (vs. 20), the 

Lord Jesus, John said to his readers, “abides in 

you,” that is, He lives in the readers, indeed, he 

lives in all believers. Before His departure from 

this world, in Jn. 16:7, with reference to the Holy 

Spirit, Jesus said, “I will send Him to you.” He did 

just that. Peter explained the phenomena 

surrounding the events of Acts 2 by saying with 

reference to Jesus, “Therefore having been exalted 

to the right hand of God, and having received from 

the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has 

poured forth this which you both see and hear” 

(Acts 2:33). Presently the Holy Spirit indwells 

every believer (Rm. 8:11; 2Tm. 1:14). John said, 

“abides in you.” That assumes that He lives in us, 

but “abides” is more than lives. It assumes definite 

input into our daily experience by the Holy Spirit. 

He is to be the controlling dynamic in our lives, 

just as the truth about Jesus, “what you heard from 

the beginning,” was to be in vs. 24b.  

 If this is the case, and it is, John can say, 

“you have no need (crei van  ‘that which is lacking 

and particularly needed’
27
) for anyone to teach 

you.” “The readers’ anointing…teaches them to 

reject the lie about the ‘Anointed One.’”
28
 

Obviously, John is not opposed to human beings 

who are believers teaching other believers. He is 

doing that by this very letter. Besides, God the 
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Holy Spirit Himself has given teachers to the 

church (Eph. 4:11), people who have the gift of 

teaching (Rm. 12:7). What John means is that 

believers are not missing anything fundamental 

about the things of the faith, particularly, the 

person and work of Christ. They do not need an 

overhaul of their view of Christ by the antichrists 

of all people. The anointing, the Holy Spirit, 

convicted us of the truth of Christ in the first 

place. He made no mistakes. He needs no 

correction. So also, John’s readers need no 

instruction in regard to these matters. In that the 

Holy Spirit teaches us “about all things,” the 

meaning is that He continues to grant 

comprehensive wisdom and insight in our 

understanding and applying of the word of God. 

That obviously assumes that we are in the word; 

reading, studying, learning, and living it. 

 “But as His anointing teaches you about all 

things,” that is, in the ongoing process of what we 

just described above, while resting assured that 

what we get by way of this instruction by the Holy 

Spirit, “is true (ajlh qev"),” that is, “in accordance 
with historical fact”

29
 “and is not a lie (y eu'do "),” 

referring to “a false utterance”
30
 “and just as 

(k a q w;") is has taught (ejdi vda xen) you” in the past, 
then John said, “you abide (mevn et e either 
indicative or imperative) in Him,” “the pronoun 

can refer to the anointing.”
31
 Some refer it to 

Christ: Abide “expresses continual mystical 

fellowship between Christ and the believer.”
32
 The 

context here suggests that the Holy Spirit abides in 

us and we in Him. 

 Hodges holds that those with the anointing 

who have no need for anyone to teach them are the 

elders of the church. He bases this on the view that 

in 2Cor. 1:21, when Paul said, “Now He who 

establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is 

God,” the reference in “anointed” is to Paul’s 

apostolic authority, not to believers in general. The 

expression “with you” in that verse casts doubt on 

such a view. If all are established in Christ, then 

all are anointed in Christ is a better view, or at 

least as likely. Nobody doubts Paul’s special 
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anointing, but why doubt the unique anointing of 

any believer? Hodges further extrapolates from 

Hb. 5:12, “For though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you have need again for someone to 

teach you the elementary principles of the oracles 

of God,” that since these anointed do not need 

anyone to teach them, they are the mature leaders 

in the body. In reality, we have no reason to 

believe that the entire congregation is not mature 

(1Jn. 2:12-14). Besides, the issue in Hb. 5:12 is 

not quite so simple as the person and work of 

Christ, who He is, the God-man, and what He did 

on the cross is making salvation available to all. 

“Elementary principles” really refers to a proper 

understanding of the Law in connection with the 

entire OT, and what role, if any, it is to play in 

Christians going on to maturity as believers. There 

is no indication that those readers would have 

been any more confused about the issues in 1Jn. 2, 

than John’s readers were. Rather, they were weary 

of persecution, and were rationalizing a return to 

the Law as a way of escape. Still more, do we 

really want to say that believers reach such a level 

of maturity that they no longer have a need for 

spiritually gifted men to instruct them in the 

church? That is a rather audacious notion, and I 

frankly think that nothing could be further from 

John’s mind in this verse. The content about 

which they need no instruction has to do with the 

very things the antichrists were endeavoring to 

distort, namely, the person and work of Christ. 

 B. John then exhorted as to how to live 

now in light of the future (2:28). 

  1. (vs. 28) “Many commentators 

see a major break here.”
33
 “If the readers would 

maintain their fellowship with God, they would 

enjoy a genuine boldness of speech when they 

would meet their Lord. How this can be so is the 

subject of 2:29-4:19.”
34
 So we come to perhaps the 

key verse of the epistle: “And now, little children, 

abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may 

have confidence and not shrink away from Him in 

shame at His coming” (Ka i ; n u'n  [“Oft. it is not so 

much the present time that is meant as much as the 

situation pertaining at a given moment as things 

now stand…Somet. in imperative 
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statements”
35
] t ek n i va  [“This is a nursery term for 

a ‘small child.’ In the NT it occurs only in 

affectionate address”
36
; “dim. of t evk n on; {little} 

child, voc. pl. t ek n i va; in our lit. only in the voc. 
pl., used by Jesus in familiar, loving address to his 

disciples, or by a Christian apostle or teacher to his 

spiritual 

children”
37
] mevn et e ejn  aujt w'/ i {n a  eja;n  [“a point 

of time which is somewhat conditional and 

simultaneous with another point of time”
38
; 

“Conjunction…if…used w. the subjunctive to 

denote ‘what is expected to occur, under certain 

circumstances, from a given standpoint in the 

present, either general or specific’…At times the 

mng. of ejavn approaches closely that of o{t an 
whenever, or of when”

39
; “temporal particle at the 

time that, whenever, when of an action that is 

conditional, possible, and, in many instances, 

repeated…w. the subj., in which case o{t . oft. 
approaches the mng. of ejavn , since the time-

reference also indicates the conditions under 

which the action of the main clause takes  

place…1J 2:28 the mss. vary betw. o{t . and 

ejavn”40] f an er wqh '/ [“a person…pass…show or 

reveal oneself be revealed, appear t i n i v to 

someone…Of the Second Advent”
41
; “to make 

visible, clear, manifest…is used especially in the 

writings of the Apostles John and Paul…The true 

meaning is to uncover, lay bare, reveal.”
42
; “to be 

manifested”
43
] scw'men  [“act. trans…have as 

one’s own, possess…of all conditions of body and 

soul…gener. of conditions, characteristics, 

capabilities, emotions, inner 

possession”
44
] p a r rh s i van  [“courage, confidence, 

boldness, fearlessness, esp. in the presence of 

persons of high rank…in relation to God…W. 

expressly eschatol. coloring”
45
; “from pas, all, 

rheµsis, speech…denotes…the absence of fear in 
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speaking boldly; hence, confidence, cheerful 

courage, boldness, without any connection 

necessarily with 

speech”
46
] k a i ; mh ; a i jscun q w'men  [“be put to 

shame, disgraced i.e…before someone”
47
; “from 

aischos, shame, always used in the Passive Voice, 

signifies…the feeling of shame arising from 

something that has been done”
48
] ajp !  [“as if 

shrinking away from Christ in guilty 

surprise.”
49
] aujt ou' ejn  [“of time…to denote the 

point of time when someth. 

occurs”
50
] t h '/ p a r ous i va/ [“coming, advent as the 

first stage in presence…in a special technical 

sense…of Christ, and nearly always of his 

Messianic Advent in glory to judge the world at 

the end of this age”
51
; “lit., a presence, para, with, 

and ousia, being {from eimi, to be}, denotes both 
an arrival and a consequent presence 

with…Parousia is used to describe the presence of 
Christ with His disciples on the Mount of 

Transfiguration, 2 Pet. 1:16. When used of the 

return of Christ, at the Rapture of the Church, it 

signifies, not merely His momentary coming for 

His saints, but His presence with them from that 

moment until His revelation and manifestation to 

the world. In some passages the word gives 

prominence to the beginning of that period, the 

course of the period being implied…In some, the 

course is prominent”
52
] aujt ou'). 

 John addressed his readers directly once 

again. “And now, little children” an expression 

obviously addressing the whole congregation of 

readers, not just the leaders, just as was the case in 

vs. 27, John commanded his readers, “abide 

(mevn et e) in Him.” “In accord with his basic theme 

about fellowship (1 John 1:3), John once more 

enjoined the ‘abiding’ life.”
53
 “Abide” “expresses 

continual mystical fellowship between Christ and 

the believer,”
54
 not the Holy Spirit and the believer 
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49Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

50Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

51Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 
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H. Revell) 1981. 
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here, as the next line shows. “Abiding leads to 

confidence on which more later in 4:17-19) 

The purpose of the command follows: “so 

that (i {n a),” or in order that, “when He appears 

(f an er wqh '/),” that is, when Christ appears or is 

revealed at the rapture of the church, “we may 

have confidence (p a r rh s i van),” a term that 

basically means, “the absence of fear in speaking 

boldly,”
55
 and though there is not “any connection 

necessarily with speech”
56
 here, yet fear very often 

affects speech, or shows up when people are 

unwilling to speak publicly. This might be 

especially appropriate at a judgment of this 

magnitude. For those without this confidence at 

that coming great day of accounting, will “shrink 

away from Him in shame 

(a i jscun q w'men  ajp !  aujt ou'),” “as if shrinking away 

from Christ in guilty surprise.”
57
 This potential 

shame includes the idea of being “disgraced 

i.e…before someone”
58
 and points to “the feeling 

of shame arising from something that has been 

done.”
59
 Shame is a “painful emotion caused by a 

strong sense of guilt, embarrassment, 

unworthiness, or disgrace.”
60
 This will happen “at 

His coming (p a r ous i va/) to believers who 

compromised the truth in whatever way and for 

whatever reason about the person and work of 

Christ under the influence of the false teachers. 

“Coming” “denotes both an arrival and a 

consequent presence with…When used of the 

return of Christ, at the Rapture of the Church, it 

signifies, not merely His momentary coming for 

His saints, but His presence with them from that 

moment until His revelation and manifestation to 

the world.”
61
 So the term coming easily 

encompasses the rapture and His presence at the 

judgment seat of Christ. No loss of salvation is in 

view here or even possible. Believers’ rewards are 

on the line. To compromise with the false teachers 

will result in not receiving a full reward (2Jn. 7-9). 

                                                 
55Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

56Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

57Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

58Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

59Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

60The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 

1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from InfoSoft International, 

Inc. All rights reserved. 

61Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 
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 C. Those who do righteousness are born of 

Him (2:29). 

  1. (vs. 29) The fact of potential 

shame implies the righteousness of Christ in the 

previous vs., not to mention His anointing 

teaching us basic truths about Christ. If so, then it 

follows that people who do righteousness on earth 

demonstrate the new birth in their conduct: “If you 

know that He is righteous, you know that everyone 

also who practices righteousness is born of Him” 

(eja;n  ei jdh 't e o{t i  di vk a i o " ejst i n  gi n wvs k et e [“hav

e come to know, know…w. o{t i foll…Oft. 

gi n wvs k et e,  o{t i you may be quite sure 

that”
62
] o{t i  k a i ; p a'" [“adj., used w. a noun…w. a 

noun in the sing., w. the art…Oft. 

p a'" oJ,  p avs a  h J,  p a'n  t ov is used w. a ptc. every 

one who, whoever”
63
; “without a noun, every one, 

everything, every man {i.e., person}, e.g., Luke 

16:16; or with a negative, not everyone, e.g., Mark 

9:49; with a participle and the article, equivalent to 

a relative clause, everyone 

who”
64
] oJ p o i w'n  [“active…do, make…do, keep, 

carry out, practice, commit…do, practice 

virtues”
65
; “The customary present is used to 

signal either an action that regularly occurs or an 

ongoing state. The action is usually iterative, or 

repeated, but not without interruption. This usage 

is quite 

common.”
66
] t h ;n  di k a i o suvn h n  [“righteousness, 

uprightness, equity…in a moral and religious 

sense: uprightness, righteousness, the 

characteristic required of men by 

God…righteousness, uprightness as the 

compelling motive for the conduct of one’s whole 

life…do what is right”
67
; “was first used of 

persons observant of dikeµ, custom, rule, right, 

especially in the fulfilment of duties towards gods 

and men, and of things that were in accordance 

with right. The Eng. word ‘righteous’ was 

formerly spelt ‘rightwise’, i.e., {in a} straight way. 

In the N.T. it denotes righteous, a state of being 

right, or right conduct, judged whether by the 

                                                 
62Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

63Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

64Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

65Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

66Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament, 

(Garland, TX: Galaxie Software) 1999, c1996. 

67Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

Divine standard, or according to human standards, 

of what is right. Said of God, it designates the 

perfect agreement between His nature and His acts 

{in which He is the standard for all men}…It is 

used…in the broad sense, of persons…of God”
68
; 

“all righteousness is linked to Christ the déŒkaios 
(cf. Jn. 16:8, 10). Doing right in 1 Jn. 2:29 

demonstrates what Christ embodies as déŒkaios.”69; 
“Doing sin is the converse of doing 

righteousness”
70
; On 1Jn. 4:7, A.T.R. says, 

“Persistence in loving {present tense 

ajgap wmen…indicative and ajgap wn…participle} 

is proof that one “has been begotten of God” {ejk 
t ou qeou gegen n h t a i…] as in 2:29} and is 

acquainted with 

God.”
71
] ejx aujt ou' gegevn n h t a i  [“beget…fig. of 

the infl. exerted by one person on 

another…Pass.”
72
; “It is used metaphorically…in 

the writings of the Apostle John, of the gracious 

act of God in conferring upon those who believe 

the nature and disposition of ‘children,’ imparting 

to them spiritual life”
73
; “John always gives the 

point of origin of genneµtheµ�nai God…This birth 

results in doing righteousness”
74
]). 

 Here John wrote, “If (eja;n) you know that 

He,” that is, Jesus of the previous verse, “is 

righteous (di vk a i o "),” and, of course, we do from 

1Jn. 2:1 (cf. 1:9), and this includes His person and 

His work, that is, ethical righteousness, then it 

follows that “you know that everyone also who 

practices (p o i w'n) righteousness (di k a i o suvn h n) is 
born (gegevn n h t a i, lemma, gen n avw – perfect, 

passive, indicative) of Him,” that is, he has been 

born again. He has experienced the new birth. 

John says that this happens by believing that Jesus 

is the Christ (1Jn. 5:1), but it manifests itself in 

daily living through righteous acts. Other 

references to the new birth in this letter are found 

in 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18.  

This has nothing to do with the believer’s 

assurance of salvation, which John will address 

                                                 
68Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

69Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

70Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

71Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

72Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

73Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming 

H. Revell) 1981. 

74Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 
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later (1Jn. 5:13). Also John does not say that such 

is inevitable in the life of a believer. In fact, he 

says that believers may do oppositely (1:6, 8; 2:1). 

“The converse of John’s statement does not 

follow, namely, that everyone who is born of God 

does righteousness…He was writing here of the 

way one can see the new birth in the actions of 

others.”
75
 For what righteous acts are in 1Jn., see 

3:23. 

 

III Conc. 

 By way of summary, we have seen the 

deceivers versus the anointing (1Jn. 2:26-27). John 

then exhorted as to how to live now in light of the 

future (2:28). He then pointed out that those who 

do righteousness are born of Him (2:29). 

 The bottom line for us as we face the 

future is whether or not we will abide in Him, 

maintaining sound doctrine and behaving 

righteously as we ought. If we do, we will have 

confidence in the day of judgment. That is the only 

proper way to leave this world. 

                                                 
75Walvoord, John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Scripture 

Press Publications, Inc.) 1983, 1985. 


