
I Intro. (July 27, 2008) 

 We know from 1Jn. 2:20-21 that John’s 

readers were essentially informed on the matters 

about which he wrote. They would not have had 

trouble answering the rhetorical question in vs. 22. 

The antichrist ultimately denies both the Father 

and the Son (2:22). On the other hand, one cannot 

confess the Son without having the Father also 

(2:23). The believers are exhorted to the let the 

truth, which had been there from the beginning, 

abide in them (2:24). 

 

I A Proper View of Christ is Necessary for 

Fellowship (2:22-24) 

 A. Who is the liar (2:22)? 

1. (vs. 22) The question effectively 

contains the answer: “Who is the liar but the one 

who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the 

Son” (Tiv" [“interrogative pron. in direct, indirect 
and rhetorical questions…who? which {one}? 

what?…subst…tiv"…who? which one?…Esp. in 

questions to which the answer ‘nobody’ is 

expected…Likew. tiv". . . eij mhv; who. . . except 
{for}, but? 

”
1
] ejstin oJ yeuvsth" eij mh; oJ ajrnouvmeno" [“den

y, repudiate, disown w. acc. someone or 

someth…usu. of apostasy fr. the Christian 

faith…of denying Christ”
2
; “‘To say no’ in answer 

to a question…‘to refuse’ in relation to a claim or 

demand…‘to deny’…The main thrust in the NT, 

however, is that of denying a person…the Son”
3
; 

“signifies…to say … not, to contradict’
4
; “Gnomic 

Present…The present tense may be used to make a 

statement of a general, timeless fact. ‘It does not 

say that something is happening, but that 

something does happen.’ The action or state 

continues without time limits. The verb is used ‘in 

proverbial statements or general maxims about 

what occurs at all times. This usage is 

common…There are two predominant semantic 

situations in which the gnomic present occurs. The 

first includes instances that depict deity or nature 

as the subject of the action. Statements such as 

‘the wind blows’ or ‘God loves’ fit this category. 
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Such gnomic presents are true all the time. There 

is a second kind of gnomic, slightly different in 

definition: the use of the present in generic 

statements to describe something that is true any 

time {rather than a universal statement that is true 

all the time}. This kind of gnomic present is more 

common. Thus, pragmatically, it is helpful to note 

a particular grammatical intrusion: A gnomic verb 

typically takes a generic subject or object. Most 

generics will be subjects…Further, the present 

participle, especially in such formulaic expression 

as pa'" oJ + present participle and the like, 

routinely belong here.”
5
] o{ti  jIhsou'" [“in most 

clear passages, the proper name is the S{ubject}, 

regardless of word order”
6
] oujk [“ouj in 

subordinate clauses…in declarative clauses w, o{ti, 
likew. in temporal and causal clauses w. 

indic.”
7
] e[stin oJ Cristov" [“as an appellative the 

Anointed One, the Messiah, the Christ…The Use 

of ‘Anointed’ in the Time of 

Jesus”
8
] ou|to" ejstin [“to be identical with - ‘to 

be.’…‘this one is the 

antichrist’”
9
] oJ ajntivcristo" [“The one par 

excellence in popular expectation…though many 

in reality”
10
; “Those who confess the sonship and 

messiahship of Christ by the Spirit {1 Jn. 4:15; 

2:22; 4:2} are born of God {5:1}, but those who 

contest them are antichrists {2:22} controlled by 

the spirit of antichrist {4:2}. In 2:18 and 4:3 

antichrist is a coming apocalyptic figure, the 

opponent of Christ whose power increases prior to 

the end but who is finally judged and destroyed. 

This figure, however, is already at work in false 

teachers {antichrists} who come from within the 

community and whose appearance shows that the 

last hour is near.”
11
; “The Cerinthian antichrist 

denies the identity of Jesus and 

Christ”
12
] oJ ajrnouvmeno" to;n patevra kai; to;n uiJ

ovn). 
John began with a rhetorical question, 

asking, “Who is the liar (yeuvsth") but the one 
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who denies (ajrnouvmeno") that Jesus  (jIhsou'") is 
the Christ (Cristov")?” The self-evident answer is 
“nobody.” John is saying that you could search the 

world over and you could not find someone who is 

a liar like this person is so profoundly a liar. Let us 

remind ourselves of what a liar is. Simply stated, 

he is someone who tells lies; and a lie is “a false 

statement deliberately presented as being true.”
13
 

This is something that is impossible for God to do 

(Hb. 6:18; Titus 1:2; Num. 23:19). Believers have 

no business lying (1Jn. 1:6; Col. 3:9; Eph. 4:25; 

Jm. 3:14), though they can do it (Acts 5:3, 4). It is 

“is characteristic of the devil J 8:44,”
14
 and it is 

common for unbelievers in general (Rm. 1:25; 3:4; 

Rev. 21:27; 22:15), and false teachers in particular 

(3:9), as is the case here, many of whom in other 

contexts were of the circumcision, i.e., they were 

Jews (Titus 1:10). Unbelievers can actually come 

to the place where they believe the lies that they 

propagate (2Th. 2:11), that is, they are deceived as 

well as deceiving – which is, “to cause to accept as 

true or valid what is false or invalid”
15
 (2Tm. 

3:13). In keeping with our text here, John said that 

“many deceivers have gone out into the world, 

those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as 

coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the 

antichrist” (2Jn. 7). 

 What is the essence of the person’s lie 

here? He “denies that Jesus is the Christ.” To deny 

something is “to declare untrue…to give a 

negative answer to.”
16
 If someone were to ask this 

person, Is Jesus the Christ? He would say no, 

declaring it untrue. 

 What does it mean “that Jesus is the 

Christ”? Well there was no doubt in anybody’s 

mind to whom reference is made by the name 

Jesus. The reference must of necessity be Jesus of 

Nazareth. It was probably not uncommon that 

“another Jesus” (2Cor. 11:4) might be preached, 

but the reference here is clear enough. That He is 

the “Christ” means that He is “the Anointed One, 

the Messiah.”
17
 This is probably best understood 

as fulfilling the OT prophesy that Jesus was the 

                                                 
13The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 

1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from InfoSoft International, 

Inc. All rights reserved. 

14Arndt, William, Frederick W. Danker and Walter Bauer. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 1097. 

15Merriam-Webster, Inc. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary . electronic ed of the 10th ed. Springfield, 

MA: Merriam-Webster, Incorporated, 1993; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996. 

16Merriam-Webster, Inc. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary . electronic ed of the 10th ed. Springfield, 

MA: Merriam-Webster, Incorporated, 1993; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996. 

17Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

offspring of David who would be anointed to rule 

on David’s throne (2Sam. 7:12-13, 16; Ps. 89:34-

37; Lk. 1:32-33). This was so well understood by 

the Jews and others that very often the “Coming 

One” (Mt. 11:3 NKJV) who would fulfill these 

promises was simply referred as “the Christ” (Jn. 

4:29; 7:26, 31; 20:31). This coming Christ was 

commonly understood to be the Savior as well 

(Lk. 2:11; Jn. 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23). As John 

says, “the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior 

of the world” (1Jn. 4:14). That is why His name is 

“Jesus” (Mt. 1:21). That He is also “the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn. 

1:29) suggests that He will die. If He is to die, He 

must also be a man. That is exactly what the OT 

says that He will be, while insisting that He is God 

too, which He must be if His death will suffice for 

the sins of the whole world: “For a child will be 

born to us, a son will be given to us; and the 

government will rest on His shoulders; and His 

name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Is. 9:6). 

 That brings us back to this verse. From 

John’s point of view, the evidence was so 

overwhelming that Jesus is the Christ, that to deny 

it made one the consummate liar. As we noted in 

part last time: It was the Docetic (fr. the Gk, 

dokevw, for “seem”) Gnostics who denied his 

humanity. A variation of this view was earlier 

propagated by proto-Gnostic, Cerinthus, who was 

a contemporary of John. He saw Jesus as two 

separate persons, the man, and the aeon Christ, 

who came on Jesus at His baptism and left Him on 

the cross. Concerning Mt. 27:46, A.T.R. says, 

“The so-called Gospel of Peter preserves this 

saying in a Docetic (Cerinthian) form: ‘My power, 

my power, thou hast forsaken me!’ The Cerinthian 

Gnostics held that the aeon Christ came on the 

man Jesus at his baptism and left him here on the 

Cross so that only the man Jesus died.”
18
 It was 

the Ebionites in the second century who denied 

His deity at the time when Gnosticism was 

becoming fully developed. If Jesus is either not 

human or not divine, or more accurately, not both 

in one Person, then He cannot died and pay for the 

sins of the world. 
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 The liar of the first sentence here who 

denies that Jesus is the Christ, is “the antichrist” of 

the second sentence. As we saw on the previous 

verses, the term antichrist “can mean either against 

Christ or instead of Christ, or perhaps, combining 

the two, ‘one who, assuming the guise of Christ, 

opposes Christ’ (Westcott).”
19
 

 The first half of this verse only mentioned 

denying “that Jesus is the Christ.” No mention was 

made of “the Father.” Now we learn that 

“antichrist” is “the one who denies the Father and 

the Son (uiJovn – see on vs. 23)” This would have 
come as a surprise to the Cerinthian who above 

have Christ on the cross being something less than 

God in human flesh crying out to the Father. Little 

did they realize that under such a scenario they 

themselves have denied the Father. For it is 

impossible to have the One without the Other, or 

to deny the One without also denying the Other. 

Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (Jn. 10:30). 

 B. One cannot confess the Son without 

having the Father also (2:23). 

1. (vs. 23) One cannot deny the Son 

and have the Father, or confess the Son and not 

have the Father: “Whoever denies the Son does 

not have the Father; the one who confesses the 

Son has the Father also” (pa'" [“adj., used w. a 
noun…w. a noun in the sing., w. the art…Oft. 

pa'" oJ, pavsa hJ, pa'n tov is used w. a ptc. every 
one who, whoever”

20
] oJ [“Generic Article 

{Categorical Article} |as a class|…While the 

individualizing article distinguishes or identifies a 

particular object belonging to a larger class, the 

generic article distinguishes one class from 

another.”
21
] ajrnouvmeno" [“a failure of the whole 

person in respect of total truth before 

God”
22
] to;n uiJo;n oujde; to;n patevra e[cei [“act. 

trans…have as one’s own, possess…more 

gener…Of the relation of Christians to God and to 

Jesus…have God, the Father, the Son i.e., be in 

communion w. them”
23
; “Only in 1 Jn. 2:23 and 2 

Jn. 9 does eŒchein express a distinct relation to 
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God.”
24
; “In John we have eternal life even here 

and now. This concept expresses the richness of 

the Christian life as not just life in hope but as 

present possession. It is having God’s love {Jn. 

5:42}, peace {16:33}, grace {17:13}, light {8:12}, 

life {3:15 etc.}, indeed, God himself and 

fellowship with him {1 Jn. 2:23}. We have all 

these in Christ or as we have Christ {Jn. 

5:38}.”
25
] oJ [“Generic Article {Categorical 

Article} |as a class|…While the individualizing 

article distinguishes or identifies a particular 

object belonging to a larger class, the generic 

article distinguishes one class from 

another.”
26
] oJmologw'n [“to declare openly by way 

of speaking out freely, such confession being the 

effect of deep conviction of facts”
27
; A.T.R. may 

mean the following statement salvifically, but 

understood in connection with discipleship, it is 

true: “Confession of Christ before men is a 

prerequisite for confession by Christ before the 

Father {Matt. 10:32=Luke 

12:8}.”
28
] to;n uiJo;n kai; to;n patevra e[cei). 

 Here John spells out what he said in vs. 

22b. It is after all a matter of fact that “Whoever 

denies the Son does not have the Father,” that is, 

whoever “declare(s) (it) untrue”
29
 that Jesus is the 

Christ has denied “the Son.” Like many of the 

proto-Gnostics, the Jews hated the fact that Jesus 

called God His Father. Jn. 5:18 says, “For this 

cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more 

to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the 

Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 

making Himself equal with God.” To that Jesus 

responded by saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is 

something He sees the Father doing; for whatever 

the Father does, these things the Son also does in 

like manner” (vs. 19b). Rather than correcting the 

notion of “making Himself equal with God” (vs. 

18b), Jesus affirmed that it was true. 

 Let us consider the little word “have” here. 

Kittel says that the term is intended to “express a 
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distinct relation to God.”
30
 There is value in that 

statement if not taken too technically. If a person 

assumes the position described in this verse then 

he forfeits having God in some sense. Peter 

“denied (hjrnhvsato, lemma, ajrnevomai– same 

word as here, though an even stronger word is 

used when it was prophesied that he would do this, 

ajparnevomai.)” the Lord three times. Yet, Peter 

was already saved as we know from Jn. 13:10; 

15:3. We also know that Peter would be restored 

to fellowship (Lk. 22:32). When Peter denied the 

Lord, he did not have God in terms of his 

fellowship in daily experience. This was a 

potential danger for John’s readers now. If indeed 

“there was an atmosphere of sympathy that 

constituted a subtle danger,”
31
 then it was possible 

that some of the believers could join the antichrists 

in their denial of the Father and the Son. That 

evidently comes out in 2Jn. 7-9, “For many 

deceivers have gone out into the world, those who 

do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 

flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what we 

have accomplished, but that you may receive a full 

reward. Anyone who goes too far and does not 

abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; 

the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the 

Father and the Son.” When he says in vs. 9, 

“Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in 

the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one 

who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 

and the Son (bold added),” the sense of possession 

in the terms “have” and “has” seems to be a 

fellowship concept, with the potential for loss of 

rewards (vs. 8). This entire truth comes out in Mt. 

10:32-33 in connection with discipleship, not to 

mention 2Tm. 2:11b-13. 

 On the other had, regarding the proto-

Gnostic false teachers, the antichrists, the sense of 

possession in the term “have” in their cases seems 

to be absolute. That is, because they deny the 

person and work of Christ and have never believed 

it, then their lack of possession is to be taken in 

terms of salvation, and so also their present 

position outside of Christ as unsaved. One thing is 

for certain, such persons who deny the Son cannot 
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claim to have the Father regardless of this denial. 

They do not have the Father, never have had Him, 

and are thus lost, as Jn. 14:6 makes clear. One 

cannot have the Father without the Son. To try to 

achieve such by climbing “up some other way,” 

makes that person “a thief and a robber” (Jn. 

10:1b). 

 Of course, positively stated, the truth here 

is that “the one who confesses the Son has the 

Father also.” To confess (oJmologevw) something is 

at its core “lit., to speak the same thing (homos, 
same, legoµ, to speak).”32 It depicts agreement and 

is therefore the opposite denying something. The 

sense of the term here is “to acknowledge someth., 

ordinarily in public, acknowledge, claim, 

profess.”
33
 Faithful believers acknowledge the Son 

as the Christ, the anointed One, and therefore they 

have the Father also, not just positionally, of 

course, but also experientially in terms of 

fellowship. 

 C. The believers are exhorted to the let the 

truth, which had been there from the beginning, 

abide in them (2:24). 

  1. (vs. 24) If believers allow the 

truth to abide in them, they themselves will abide 

in the Son and in the Father: “As for you, let that 

abide in you which you heard from the beginning. 

If what you heard from the beginning abides in 

you, you also will abide in the Son and in the 

Father” (uJmei'" [“Emphatic proleptic position 

before the relative oJ…and subject of 

hjkousate”34] o} hjkouvsate ajp! ajrch'" [“as 
‘beginning’ is used in the NT a. in the formula 

‘from the beginning,’ e.g…of being a 

Christian”
35
] ejn [“a marker of close personal 

association - ‘in, one with, in union with, joined 

closely to.’…‘let what you heard from the 

beginning remain in you’”
36
; “intr. remain, 

stay…a pers. or thing remains where he or it 

is…fig., of someone who does not leave the realm 

or sphere in which he finds himself: remain, 

continue, abide…Vice versa, of someth. that 

remains in someone; likew. in Johannine 
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usage…Of the words of Christ”
37
; “The en of 

fellowship in John. In John and 1 John we have the 

en of religious fellowship, often with eéŒnai {Jn. 
10:38; 1 Jn. 2:5b, etc.} or meŒnein {Jn. 6:56; 1 Jn. 
2:6, etc.}. Reciprocity is frequently stressed {Jn. 

6:56; 1 Jn. 3:24, etc.}. The Father is brought into 

the relationship, either with Jesus {Jn. 10:38} or 

with us {1 Jn. 4:12-13}. We thus have a 

triangle”
38
] uJmi'n menevtw [“This word means…‘to 

stay in a place,’ figuratively ‘to remain in a 

sphere,’…‘to stand against opposition,’ ‘to hold 

out,’ ‘to stand fast,’…‘to stay still,’ and…‘to 

remain,’ ‘to endure,’ ‘to stay in force.’…In the NT 

the word is an important one relative to the 

permanence of God in contrast to human and 

earthly mutability. As the OT says, God is the 

eternal God whose counsel and word abide forever 

{Is. 7:7; 14:24; 40:8}, whose eternal city will also 

remain in the new heaven and earth {Zech. 14:10; 

Is. 66:22}, and who gives the righteous a share in 

his enduring {cf. Ps. 112:3, 9}. The NT repeats 

these points. God’s counsel endures {Rom. 9:11}, 

his word endures {1 Pet. 1:23, 25}, the new 

covenant endures {2 Cor. 3:11}, and faith, hope, 

and love endure {1 Cor. 13:13}. In Jn. 12:34 

Christ himself remains forever, and in 1:32 the 

Spirit does not just visit him but remains on him. 

Another line of thought occurs in 1 Tim. 2:15 and 

2 Tim. 2:15 with their references to the 

perseverance of believers in faith, love, and 

holiness, or in what they have learned and 

believed. In the Johannine writings this becomes a 

more personal abiding in Christ or in God as the 

converse of God’s abiding in Christ or Christ in 

them”
39
] eja;n ejn uJmi'n meivnh/ o} ajp! ajrch'" [“begi

nning…W. prep. ajp! ajrch'" from the 

beginning”
40
] hjkouvsate kai; uJmei'" ejn [“of 

place…to indicate a very close connection…esp. 

in Paul. or Joh. usage, to designate a close 

personal relation…be or abide 

in”
41
] tw'/ uiJw'/ kai; ejn tw'/ patri; menei'te [“intr. 

remain, stay…a pers. or thing remains where he or 

it is…fig., of someone who does not leave the 
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realm or sphere in which he finds himself: remain, 

continue, abide…Of the Christians in their 

relationship to God”
42
]). 

 John’s concern here is for the ongoing 

fellowship of his readers. So he says, “As for you 

(uJmei'"),” an “emphatic proleptic position” of 

uJmei'" (you),”43 then follows the command, “let 

that abide (menevtw present, active, imperative) in 
you which you heard from the beginning,” that is, 

that which you heard from the beginning must (be 

permitted to) abide in you. The “beginning” in 

view here is the beginning of their Christian lives, 

“of being a Christian.”
44
 What they “heard from 

the beginning” was the word of God specifically in 

reference to who Jesus is regarding all the things 

we have discussed here, namely, His person as the 

God man, and His work, that He is that Savior of 

the world. Letting “that abide in” them simply 

means to allow that truth to be the controlling 

dynamic in all that they are or do. This is not 

intrinsically different from allowing Jesus’ 

“words” to remain or “abide in” us (Jn. 15:7) 

because the fundamental issue in connection with 

His words which we have heard is truth. The false 

teachers taught falsehoods, lies, because they were 

liars, denying “that Jesus is the Christ” (vs. 22). 

 Maintaining a consistently accurate 

Christology is essential to fellowship. Yes, a 

proper view of the person and work of Christ is 

essential to fellowship. Letting the truth about 

Christ abide is us is a fellowship concept. Using 

the third class more probable future condition, not 

assumed true, John said that “If what you heard 

from the beginning abides in you,” that is, if the 

truth about the person and work of Christ abides in 

them (and it may or may not, depending on 

whether or not they obey the command of the first 

part of the verse), then one can safely conclude 

that “you also will abide in the Son and in the 

Father.”  

Letting the truth about the person of Christ 

control them opens the door to intimate fellowship 

with person of the Son, which in turn opens the 

door of fellowship with the person of the Father 

Himself. Biblically speaking there is no sharp 

                                                 
42Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979. 

43Robertson, Archibald Thomas, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, Tennessee, USA: Sunday 

School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention) 1998, c1933. 

44Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 
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distinction between what they heard about Christ 

and Christ Himself, that is, there is no sharp 

distinction between the word of God and God 

Himself. Our contact point with eternity is the 

word of God. Thus if His word abides in me, it is 

controlling me, and I am then abiding in the Son 

and in the Father, which in turn means that the Son 

and the Father are the controlling dynamics in my 

life. 

 

III Conc. 

 The obvious conclusion is that the 

readership and all believers, including us, must not 

succumb to the pressure of a compromised view of 

who Jesus is, namely, that He is the Christ, the 

God man, who is the Savior of the world, that is, 

whose death on the cross sufficed to extend the 

offer of eternal life to all men everywhere. For the 

believer to do otherwise is to believe a lie, to 

sacrifice fellowship, to invite discipline (1Jn. 

5:16), and to suffer loss of reward (2Jn. 8). 


