
I Intro (Aug. 2, 2009) 

 After several months’ absence from our 

series in 1Jn., we now return to complete the task, 

Lord willing. 

 We had seen in the last section that we 

have the witnesses of the “the Spirit and the water 

and the blood; and the three are in agreement” 

(1Jn. 5:8b) that Jesus is the Christ, that is, that 

Jesus is all of man and all of God in one person, 

contrary to the lying view of the proto-Gnostics 

who denied either His deity or His humanity, and 

thus His total person. 

 It is not extraordinary to concur with such 

testimony. We already concur with the concordant 

testimony of men. It only stands to reason that we 

would concur with the testimony or witness of 

God, who has in fact testified regarding His Son 

(1Jn. 5:9). Parenthetically we have the condition 

of those who have accepted or believed this 

witness as opposed to those who have not 

accepted or believed it (1Jn. 5:10). Finally, we 

have the content of the witness of God (5:11-12). 

 

II The Witness of God (1Jn. 5:9-12) 

 A. The witness of God should be received 

(5:9). 

  1. (vs. 9) The witness of God is 

greater than any other: “If we receive the witness 

of men, the witness of God is greater; for the 

witness of God is this, that He has borne witness 

concerning His Son” 

(eij th;n marturivan [“attestation of character or 
behavior, testimony, statement of approval”

1
; 

“testimony, a bearing witness”
2
; “pass. 

testimony…in the religious and moral senses, of a 

judgment on relig. or moral matters, passed by one 

person upon 

another”
3
] tw'n ajnqrwvpwn lambavnomen hJ martur

iva [“confirmation or attestation on the basis of 

personal knowledge or belief, testimony…of 

transcendent testimony concerning Jesus…God 

attests him”
4
; “pass. testimony…esp. w. ref. to 

Jesus…of superhuman testimony concerning 

Jesus…God attests him…1J 5:9b, c”
5
; “the 
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reference is to evangelistic witness to the nature 

and significance of 

Christ.”
6
] tou' qeou' [“subjective, signifying the 

witness which God Himself has 

given”
7
] meivzwn [“pert. to being relatively 

superior in importance, great
8
”; “fig…of 

measure…of rank and dignity…of things: great, 

sublime, important…meivzwn as 

comp.”
9
] ejstivn o{ti au{th [“The pronoun has 

greatest priority: It will be the S regardless of 

what grammatical tag the other substantive 

has.”
10
] ejsti;n hJ marturiva tou' qeou' o{ti memart

uvrhken [“to confirm or attest someth. on the basis 

of personal knowledge or belief, bear witness, be a 

witness…to offer testimony”
11
; “act…bear 

witness, be a witness…periv tino" bear witness, 

testify concerning someone or someth.”
12
; “In John 

witness is especially the witness that is given, not 

specifically to the facts of Jesus’ history, but to the 

person of Jesus {Jn. 1:15; 5:31ff.; 8:13ff.} as the 

eternal Son of God {1:15, 34}. Thus the Baptist 

has come to bear witness to the incarnate Logos as 

the light {1:8; cf. 8:12}. As the Son, Jesus is the 

truth, so that to witness to the truth is to witness to 

him {3:26; 5:32-33}…Witness in John is 

confession. To be sure, the author of John and 1 

John stresses eyewitness {1 Jn. 1:1-2}. But the 

witness is also a witness of Christ’s glory {Jn. 

1:14; 1 Jn. 5:9-10}. Hence witness can still be 

given even by those who are not eyewitnesses, i.e., 

by those who confess who Jesus was and what he 

signified”
13
] peri; tou' uiJou' [“The Son is the 

content of God’s witness”
14
] aujtou'). 

 The opening conditional clause, beginning 

with “if (eij),” is a first class condition and is 
assumed true by John, and in this case it is in fact 

true. That is, we do “receive (lambavnomen)” or 
“accept as true,”

15
 or concur with the well-attested 

“witness” or testimony of men. Well-attested 
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means that it is “confirmed” by two or three 

witnesses in keeping with the biblical standard of 

both the OT and NT in Deut. 19:15, Mt. 18:16, 

and 1Tm. 5:19. This is in keeping with what we 

said about the same matter in the previous section, 

where we found three witnesses, “the Spirit and 

the water and the blood; and the three are in 

agreement” (vs. 8b) “that Jesus is the Son of God” 

(vs. 5). 

 The term “witness is confirmation or 

attestation on the basis of personal knowledge or 

belief.”
16
 So to witness to some fact is to confirm 

or attest or assert that it is true. Men go into a 

court room and confirm that what they say about a 

matter is in accordance with their personal 

knowledge gained through sensory perception. 

That sort of thing happens constantly in the world. 

We accept as true what we have heard from men 

under oath in the courtroom and also in the 

broader sense in all of life. The whole course of 

life is based on the fact that generally we can 

believe what people say, and that they will keep 

the commitments that they have made. 

 Since men are fallible, it should not 

surprise us to learn that “the witness of God is 

greater (meivzwn),” that is, it is “relatively superior 
in importance,”

17
 because it is infallible, and 

therefore more reliable, since it is impossible for 

God to lie (Hb. 6:18). Num. 23:19 says, “God is 

not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, 

that He should repent; has He said, and will He not 

do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 

good?” 

 John then explained, “for (o{ti) the witness 
of God is this, that He has borne witness 

(memartuvrhken perfect, active, indicative) 

concerning His Son.” It seems “strange to insist on 

the idea that the witness of God lies in the fact that 

He hath witnessed concerning His Son.”
18
 The 

Majority Text reads h}n for o{ti, meaning, as in the 

NKJV, “for this is the witness of God which He 

has testified of His Son.” For that relative, some 

have read the different relative o{ ti, yielding the 
similar meaning, “because this is the witness of 
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God, even that which He hath witnessed.”
19
 

Similarly, the NIV translation is good, perhaps 

using that view of o{ ti. It reads, “because it is the 
testimony of God, which he has given about his 

Son.”
20
 In both of these understandings, God’s 

actual testimony is not given here, but is held back 

until vv. 11-12 with the parenthetical vs. 10 in 

between. This is probably the correct view of the 

passage as per ZCH.  

Of course, the testimony of vv. 6-8 is 

ultimately God’s, but there is more to come in the 

context. The way the original reads in the 

expression “has borne witness” indicates that 

God’s witness at the time of John’s writing was an 

accomplished fact with results that continued to 

the time of his writing. Indeed those results still 

continue to this day. As we said above, John has 

not yet give us the additional content of that 

witness of God, but he will in vv. 11-12. Whatever 

God’s witness is, it is absolutely reliable.   

John does not refer to the two occasions 

during Jesus’ earthly life on which the Father 

directly witnessed to the Son, at His baptism (Mt. 

3:17), and at His transfiguration (Mt. 17:5). 

Assuming for a moment the accuracy of the NASB 

translation here, consistent with that testimony 

from the gospels, when John said that God, “has 

borne witness concerning His Son,” our context 

here implies that what John has already said about 

the Son in vs. 5b has already been confirmed and 

verified by the Father, namely, “that Jesus is the 

Son of God.” Further, the witness of the Father to 

which John refers in 1Jn. 5:11-12 has directly to 

do with the result of Jesus’ divine identity and 

earthly work, namely, eternal life. 

 It should be noted that in the case of Jesus, 

in a sense, a second and third witness were 

superfluous because He said, “Even if I bear 

witness of Myself, My witness is true; for I know 

where I came from, and where I am going” (Jn. 

8:14). Obviously, that witness cannot contradict 

that of the Father, or it would have been invalid; 

“If I alone bear witness of Myself, My testimony is 

not true. There is another who bears witness of 

Me, and I know that the testimony which He bears 
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of Me is true” (Jn. 5:31-32). Then in vs. 37, Jesus 

said, “And the Father who sent Me, He has borne 

witness of Me.” 

B. Believers have the witness in 

themselves; unbelievers assault God (5:10). 

  1. (vs. 10) Notice the contrast 

between the one who believes and the one who 

does not: “The one who believes in the Son of 

God has the witness in himself; the one who does 

not believe God has made Him a liar, because he 

has not believed in the witness that God has borne 

concerning His Son” (oJ pisteuvwn [“believe {in}, 

trust of relig. belief in a special sense, as faith in 

the Divinity that lays special emphasis on trust in 

his power and his nearness to help, in addition to 

being convinced that he exists and that his 

revelations or disclosures are true. In our lit. God 

and Christ are objects of this faith. The obj. 

is…given…w. eij"…Christ”
21
] eij" [“When a verb 

of motion is used with a stative preposition, again 

the verb is usually dominant: The entire 

construction indicates motion. For example, 

pisteuvw + ejn is the equivalent of pisteuvw + eij" 
{cf. Mark 1:15; John 3:15}.  The idea is “put one’s 

faith into” even though ejn is used. What is the 

value of this discussion for exegesis? It is simply 

that too often prepositions are analyzed 

simplistically, etymologically, and without due 

consideration for the verb to which they are 

connected. Prepositions are often treated in 

isolation, as though their ontological meaning 

were still completely 

intact.”
22
] to;n uiJo;n[“Believing in God and 

believing in the Son are the 

same”
23
] tou' qeou' e[cei th;n marturivan ejn eJaut

w'/ oJ mh; pisteuvwn [“believe…w. the pers. to 

whom one gives credence or whom one believes, 

in the dat…Also of Jesus and God whom one 

believes, in that he accepts their disclosures 

without doubt or 

contradiction…God…oJ mh; pisteuvwn tw'/ qew'/ ye
uvsthn pepoivhken aujtovn”24] tw'/ qew'/ yeuvsthn [“l
iar…make someone a liar”

25
; “a rather free use of 
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the word”
26
] pepoivhken [“active…do, make…of 

actions that one undertakes, of events or states of 

being that one brings about do, cause, bring about, 

accomplish, prepare etc…w. a double accusative, 

of the obj. and the pred…make someone or 

someth. {into} someth. The predicate acc. is a 

noun…Claim that someone is someth., pretend 

that someone is someth.”
27
; “to declare one or 

oneself 

anything”
28
] aujtovn o{ti ouj pepivsteuken [“believ

e {in} someth., be convinced of someth., w. that 

which one believes {in} added…w. prepositional 

expressions…believe in the 

witness”
29
] eij" th;n marturivan h}n memartuvrhke

n [“act…bear witness to, declare, confirm…ti; 
someth…marturivan m. bear witness…periv tino" 
concerning 

someone”
30
] oJ qeo;" peri; tou' uiJou' aujtou'). 

 ZCH said, “These words should probably 

have been placed in parentheses by the NKJV.”
31
 

No translation that I am aware of puts vs. 10 into 

parentheses, but it probably is parenthetical before 

John gives the content of the testimony of God 

concerning Jesus. The verse has to do with the 

location of the witness or testimony regarding the 

person having believed it. To believe the 

testimony is to believe in Jesus.  

 “The one who believes in the Son of God” 

is the one who “believes that Jesus is the Christ” 

(1Jn. 5:1 – The two statements are identical in 

meaning.), and thus has been born again and has 

eternal life. This individual now “has the witness 

in himself,” that is, having believed the external 

witness as attested by God in various ways, that 

testimony is now assimilated into the believer’s 

very person. It becomes a part of who he is in 

Christ. The witness is now “internalized,”
32
 again, 

having become a part of who we are, or better, the 

essence of who we are, indeed it is our very 

identification. Consequently, that testimony or 

witness should become the controlling dynamic in 
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our lives, that is, it should control our thoughts, 

words, and deeds. It should distinguish us from the 

world positionally and experientially. For the 

witness is ultimately the gospel believed, which 

takes root in our hearts (Lk. 8:12, 15), by which 

we are born again. James said, “In the exercise of 

His will He brought us forth by the word of truth” 

(Jm. 1:18a). When that word is nourished and 

permitted to grow, we believers go on to maturity: 

“Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that 

remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 

word implanted, which is able to save your souls,” 

or better, “lives” (Jm. 1:21). 

Oppositely, “the one who does not believe 

God has made Him a liar.” Not believing God is 

the same thing exactly as not believing “in the Son 

of God” (cf. vs. 10a). Obviously, nobody can make 

God “a liar” in the sense of turning Him in to one, 

so the meaning is to “claim” or “pretend” (See 

BDAG.
33
) that He is one, or make Him out to be 

one. A lie is “a false statement deliberately 

presented as being true.”
34
 Therefore, it is a 

serious thing indeed to make God out to be lying 

when He testifies that Jesus is His Son. 

The reason it is said that the unbeliever has 

“made” God “a liar” in this case is “because (o{ti) 
he has not believed (pepoivhken – perfect, active, 

indicative),” that is, he stands in a state of not 

having been persuaded regarding, “the witness that 

God has borne (memartuvrhken – perfect, active, 

indicative) concerning His Son,” or simply, “that 

which God has testified concerning His Son.” 

While this is a general statement of fact for every 

unbeliever, it is probable that John had primarily 

in mind the proto-Gnostics who had likely been 

repeatedly exposed to the testimony of God in 

various ways, including the testimony as delivered 

through John and the other apostles as alluded to 

in 1Jn. 1:1-5, et al. This testimony they had 

rejected. 

 C. The content of the witness is stated 

(5:11-12). 

  1. (vs. 11) This probably takes up 

where vs. 9 left off: “And the witness is this, that 

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
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Son” (Kai; au{th ejsti;n [“As a copula, uniting 
subject and predicate…used w. a pron…w. 

demonstr. pron…W. o{ti 
foll.”

35
] hJ marturiva o{ti [“markers of 

identificational and explanatory clauses - ‘that, 

namely, that is, namely that.’…‘this is the witness; 

namely, that God has given us eternal life’”
36
; 

“that…as a substitute for the epexegetical inf. 

{acc. w. inf.} after a preceding 

demonstrative”
37
] zwh;n [“of the supernatural life 

belonging to God and Christ, which the believers 

will receive in the future, but which they also 

enjoy here and now…The discussion now turns 

naturally to the life of the believers, which 

proceeds fr. God and Christ…without {clear} 

eschatol. implications, of the life of grace and 

holiness…Esp. in Johannine usage the concept z. 
is copiously employed, as a rule to designate the 

result of faith in Christ; in most cases it is stated 

expressly that the follower of Jesus possesses life 

even in this 

world…didovnai zwhvn”38] aijwvnion e[dwken hJmi'n 
oJ qeov" kai; au{th hJ zwh; [“of the supernatural life 
belonging to God and Christ, which the believers 

will receive in the future, but which they also 

enjoy here and now…God and Christ…of Christ, 

who received life fr. God”
39
] ejn tw'/ uiJw'/ [“Eternal 

life is in the Son”
40
] aujtou' ejstin). 

 In the resumptive expression, “And the 

witness is this,” lit., “And this is the witness,” it 

does indeed appear that John is taking up where he 

left off in vs. 9b, where he said almost identically, 

“for (o{ti) the witness of God is this.” This 
effectively makes vs. 10 a parenthetical statement.  

What is the witness? When the answer is 

given, we have the content of the witness or 

testimony of God. It is totality of vv. 11b-12, 

beginning with the expression, “that God has 

given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 

So the witness of God concerning “His Son” (vs. 

9b) is a summary of statement of His perspective 
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on Jesus, and what He brings to the believer, 

namely, eternal life. 

 We remember that John is writing to 

believers about believers. So it is a matter of fact 

that God’s testimony about this matter is “that” He 

“has given us eternal life.” It is the present 

possession of every believer, including John’s 

readers, of course. By definition, eternal life is 

eternal, it cannot possibly end, otherwise, it is not 

eternal life. Could anything be more obvious?  

Notice also how it was acquired. It was 

given to us, we did not earn it. See 1Jn. 5:1. 

Observe the fact that this eternal life that 

we currently possess is inextricably linked with 

God’s Son. There can be no life apart from His 

Son. The reference to this in this witness or 

testimony of God shows God’s acknowledgment 

of Jesus as His Son, that is, that He is all of God 

and all of man in one person, who alone is the 

source of life. Proto-Gnostics, you stand 

condemned in that you deny both the Son and the 

eternal life, which comes solely by Him. 

  2. (vs. 12) The content of the 

witness is finished here: “He who has the Son has 

the life; he who does not have the Son of God does 

not have the life” 

(oJ e[cwn to;n uiJo;n e[cei th;n zwhvn [“of the 

supernatural life belonging to God and Christ, 

which the believers will receive in the future, but 

which they also enjoy here and now…The 

discussion now turns naturally to the life of the 

believers, which proceeds fr. God and 

Christ…without {clear} eschatol. implications, of 

the life of grace and holiness…Esp. in Johannine 

usage the concept z. is copiously employed, as a 

rule to designate the result of faith in Christ; in 

most cases it is stated expressly that the follower 

of Jesus possesses life even in this world: 

e[cein zwhvn”41; “It is more than endless, for it is 

sharing in the life of God in 

Christ”
42
] oJ mh; e[cwn to;n uiJo;n tou' qeou' th;n zw

h;n oujk e[cei). 
 The verse shows the utterly exclusive 

nature of the witness of God regarding life and the 

Son. It is quite simple and it follows logically that 
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if “this life is in His Son” (vs. 11b), then “He who 

has the Son has the life,” the eternal life, that is, 

the life that ultimately matters most of all. As 

believers, we have the Son and we have the life.  

Sadly on the other hand, “he who does not 

have the Son of God,” notice those last two words, 

something expressly denied by the false teachers, 

“does not,” and cannot possibly have, “the life,” 

since there is no other possible source for it. This 

excludes all unbelievers generally and the false 

teachers specifically. 

 

Conc. 

 Yes, we commonly accept as true the 

testimony of men, how much more should we 

accept as true the greater testimony of God. Indeed 

God has witnessed concerning His Son. The 

person who has believed in the Son has the 

testimony in himself, it has taken root in him as a 

born again person. All others are effectively 

calling God a liar, a dangerous business. The 

bottom line is that God’s testimony says that He 

Himself has given believers eternal life, which is 

in His Son, who is the source and sustainer of that 

life. If one has the Son, he has that eternal life. All 

others are excluded. It cannot be otherwise, since 

there is no other source of life. None! 


