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By Brian Sanders
Holton city officials have opt-

ed not to seek an exemption to 
a new state law that allows for 
concealed-carry gun owners to 
take their weapons into city and 
county government buildings, 
and as a result, with the law ef-
fective on Monday, gun owners 
with concealed-carry permits 
may take their weapons into Hol-
ton City Hall.

On Monday, the Holton City 
Commission opted to take a 
“wait and see” approach to what 
action it should eventually take 
in regard to the new law. Com-
missioners weighed the two sides 
of the new law, noting that both 
sides of the law appeared to have 
sizable disadvantages, with the 
possible loss of insurance cover-
age for City Hall if con cealed-
carry is allowed and the high cost 
of installing security measures if 
it is not.

“I don’t believe the state 
should tell the city how to run its 
busi ness,” Commissioner Erich 
Camp bell said in regard to the 
law, which took effect on Mon-
day. Campbell later suggested 
the “wait and see” approach on 
the law, noting the possibility 
that “there are going to be some 
changes” in the law, but “we just 
don’t know what they are yet.” 

According to the new law, con-
cealed-carry license holders may 
bring concealed weapons into 
municipal buildings unless those 
buildings’ governing bodies ap-
ply for a six-month extension, 
and then they have until Jan. 1, 
2014, to either allow concealed-
carry or develop a security plan 
to secure another four-year exten-
sion. Such security plans must be 
submitted to the Kansas Attorney 
General’s office for review.

After nine years as Holton’s fire 
chief and 24 years as a volunteer 
firefighter with the Holton Fire 
D e  p a r t m e n t , 
Tony Raaf (in-
set) is hanging 
up his fireman’s 
helmet, and his 
as sistant chief, 
Kevin Ingels, is 
step ping in to 
take his place.

Raaf was 
honored Mon-
day with a Hol-
ton City Commission resolu tion 
honoring him for his service upon 
his retirement, effective that day. 
He and Ingels had been ap pointed 

fire chief and assistant chief, re-
spectively, in May 2004.

As for his reason for stepping 
down, the 51-year-old Raaf said, 
“It’s time for somebody else.”

“Year 50 came around, and I 
didn’t do too bad,” he said during 
Monday’s city commission meet-
ing. “But year 51, I think the dog 
years kicked in.”

Holton City Manager Bret 
Bauer said that with Raaf’s re-
tirement, “the city will be expe-
riencing a great loss of expertise, 
knowledge and good loyalty of 
friendship.” Bauer and members 
of the commis sion also com-
mended him for his service and 
dedication to the fire department.

Concealed-carry guns
permitted at City Hall
n Commission takes ‘wait and see’
approach on new state weapons law

Raaf retires as fire chief;
Ingels named new leader

By Ali Holcomb
John Linn, 50, of Victoria has 

been hired as the new principal 
at Royal Valley Middle School 
in Mayetta. His wife, Sonya, will 
serve as a third-grade teacher for 
the district as well.

Members of the USD 337 Board 
of Education approved the hires 
during their recent meeting. 

Linn has served at the principal 
at Victoria Junior/Senior High 
School for the past five school 
years. Along with being the prin-
cipal, he served as the athletic 
director, transportation director 
and ITV coordinator. Victoria is 
located in Ellis County just east 
of Hays.

“I have just completed my 25th 
year in education,” Linn said. 
“Twenty of those years I was a 
business teacher, along with nu-
merous coaching and athletic di-
rector duties.”

Linn grew up in Albert, a small 
town 12 miles west of Great Bend. 
He graduated from Otis-Bison 
High School and attended Barton 
County Community College for 
two years on a baseball scholar-
ship. 

He graduated from Fort Hays 
State University with a bachelor 
of science degree in business ed-
ucation in 1986. He received his 
master’s degree in educational 
administration from Fort Hays 
State University in 2006.

“My wife has family that lives 
in the Shawnee area, and at some 
point, we wanted to get back to the

RV board picks Linn as
middle school principal

INDEPENDENCE DAY FORECAST 
MAINLY SUNNY, HIGH OF 87

Look for the complete forecast on page 2.

HHS grad Elliott gets weather station up and running

Community Band’s inaugural performance
featured in area’s Fourth of July activities

Many surgeries can be done here at the hospital on an out-patient basis, and you can be back home within hours. 
Have your surgery done right here, close to home.
You’ll be right where you want to be in no time.

Quality Care Close to Home
785-364-2116 • 1110 Columbine Dr.

www.holtonhospital.com • 785-364-2126 Holton

 785-986-6630 Hoyt • 1-866-986-6630 • Wetmore 785-866-4775

Dr. Roderick Warren,
General Surgeon

The newly-formed Jackson 
County Community Band will 
debut with a 7 p.m. Independence 
Day concert Thursday at the 
Courtyard Bandstand. Everyone 
is invited to this free concert. The 
last community band concert in 
Holton took place 55 years ago in 
1958.

This year’s Fourth of July cel-
ebration on the Square in Holton 
will get under way at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Courtyard as the Holton Ro-
tary Club will serve up a picnic-
style meal consisting of Johnson-
ville Brats, chips and a drink, for 
a free will offering. All proceeds 
will be split 50/50 between Ro-
tary and the band. Banner Creek 
LLC is donating the hometown 
brand Johnsonville Brats for this 

special event.
Rotary raises funds for commu-

nity projects such as the annual 
scholarship awards that it presents 
to four graduating high school 
seniors each spring. The com-
munity band would like to raise 
enough funds to cover matching 
polo shirts for its next concerts.

Serving for the Johnsonville 
Brats meal will continue up until 
it is time for the community band 
concert to start.

Those planning to attend should 
bring their own lawn chairs and 
blankets, and then sit back and 
enjoy the band.

The band will perform “The 
Star Spangled Banner,’’ “The Stars 
And Stripes Forever,’’ “You’re 
A Grand Old Flag,’’ “God Bless 

The U.S.A.,’’ “Yankee Doodle 
Boy,’’ “Home On The Range,’’ 
Highlights From “The Wizard of 
Oz,’’ “Baby Elephant Walk’’ and 
“A Patriotic Festival.’’

Members of the band include 
Dawn Duryea (oboe), Lorrie 
Dean (piccolo), Karen Ford, Ab-
bigail Hundley, Lorrie Dean and 
Sheri Bartel (flutes), Laura Hol-
liday, Mike Myers and Tara Li-
erz (clarinets), Adam Amon and 
Kaitylnn Little (alto saxophones), 
Kay Andrews (tenor sax), Jessica 
Karns, Faith Little, Mike Myers 
and Don McDaniel (trumpets), 
John Braum and Isaac Duryea 
(baritones), Kelly Breckunitch, 
Lena Fernkopf, Kaityn Peven and 
Caleb Sullivan (trombones), Ja-
cob Andrews and Allen Bowser 

(tubas) and Steve Duryea, Kath-
ryn Duryea, Chris Watkins, Alex 
Myers, Caleb Baker and Dolores 
Wright (percussion).

Fourth of July firework cele-
brations are scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday this week in Jack-
son County communities. 

The city of Hoyt is hosting 
its annual celebration at the city 
park on Friday, July 5, starting at 
dark. The event is sponsored by 
the city, Jackson County and the 
Hoyt Fire Department.

An ice cream social will be held 
prior to the show at 7 p.m. at the 
park’s shelter house. The social 
is sponsored by the Hoyt United 
Methodist Church. 

By Brian Sanders
Holton residents who search 

the internet to find out what the 
weather is like in their home town 
have had few close-to-home op-
tions for weather updates.

“You always get observations 
from Delia or Topeka or, if you’re 
lucky, you’ll get a station that’s 
out on the Potawatomi reserva-
tion, which is a little closer but 
still miles away,” said Zach El-
liott, a 2009 Holton High School 
alumnus who recently graduated 
from the University of Oklahoma 
School of Meteorology with a 
bachelor of science degree.

But through the efforts of El-
liott and supporters of Banner 
Creek Science Center, that’s about 
to change. During a Monday eve-
ning program at the science cen-
ter, Elliott dedicated a new weath-
er station that accurately records 
sev eral local weather conditions, 
in cluding temperatures, wind 

speeds and rainfall, and is acces-
sible through a Web site — www.
holtonksweather.com — that is 
currently up and running.

“It measures a little bit of eve-
rything,” Elliott said.

During his studies at the 
Univer sity of Oklahoma, Elliott 
decided to “take some of what 
I’ve learned and apply it toward 
giving back to the community,” 
and the placement of a weather 
station in Holton seemed to him 
the perfect opportu nity to do just 
that. He teamed up with the sci-
ence center to raise funds for an 
outdoor weather sta tion, setting a 
$1,000 goal for the purchase of a 
station.

With help from science center 
supporters and some of his friends 
in the meteorological community, 
Elliott had no trouble exceeding 
that goal.

“Most of the donations came 
from folks here in Jackson Coun-

ty,” he said. “It only took me a 
month or two to raise a little more 
than $1,000.”

The solar-powered weather sta-
tion, installed in the science cen-
ter’s “front yard,” is a fan-aspi-
rated unit that evenly distributes 
meas ured air to get a more accu-
rate temperature reading, Elliott 
said. It also measures humidity, 
barometric pressure, precipita-
tion, wind direc tion and speed 
and ultraviolet ra diation measure-
ments to provide locals with the 
day’s “UV index.”

For the present time, however, 
the Web site only keeps track of 
current weather data, although El-
liott said he is still working with 
the station’s software to enable 

weekly and monthly archives of 
high and low temperatures, maxi-
mum wind speeds and precipita-
tion measurements. The site also 
offers regional radar readings and 
a weather forecast for the Holton 
area.

The Web site also will offer an 
outdoor view from the science 
center out toward Banner Creek 
Reservoir via a webcam that was 
purchased with money left over 
from fund-raising for the science 
center, Elliott said. 

In addition to the weather sta-
tion’s dedication, Elliott gave 
those present at the science center 
on Monday a talk about general
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Members of the Jackson County Community Band have been rehearsing for a Fourth of July concert that they will perform start-
ing at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Courtyard Bandstand. Band members shown above at a Monday rehearsal are, left to right, Allen 
Bowser, Isaac Duryea, John Braum, Kelly Breckunitch, Lena Fernkopf and Kaitlyn Peven. Photo by David Powls
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INVESTMENT INCOME ASSOCIATES
First Trust Company of Onaga offers self-directed custodial accounts to 

individuals. To accommodate growth in our customer base,
First Trust Company of Onaga has positions currently available:

Applicants should be self-motivated and able to multi-task.
Phone skills, letter composition, math, Excel and computer

experience preferred, however, we will train the right person.
IRA knowledge is beneficial.

If you are a detail-oriented, and reliable individual, there could be 
an opportunity for you in our growing company. No previous 

experience required, but willingness to learn is a must.
Send resume or request for application to:

humanresources@ftconaga.com
or

First Trust Company of Onaga
Attn: Human Resources

214 W. 9th Street, P.O. Box 420, Onaga, KS 66521
FTCO is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

AG FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFICER
AG FINANCIAL SERVICES OFFICER 

in Hiawatha for growth and service of ag loan portfolio and 
financially-related services.

Strong individual contributor within collaborative team.
Related bachelor’s degree plus aptitude or successful
experience in ag-related relationship sales required.

Resume and cover letter to Careers@FrontierFarmCredit.com 
or Careers, Frontier Farm Credit, 2627 KFB Plaza Suite 201E,

Manhattan, KS 66503. Full description at 
www.FrontierFarmCredit.com

EEO/AA/M/F/D/V

ACCOUNTANT-
HEALTHCARE/CFO

For Hometown Medical Complex
Bachelors Degree in Accounting. 

Health Care Accounting Experience. 
Proficiency in Microsoft Excel. Exposure 
to Health Care Accounting Software. 
Financial Management Oversight. 
Strong Organizational & Supervisory 
Skills. Willingness to learn and grow. 
Reports to CEO. Full time/w Benefits.

Resumes to:
Human Resources Director

Melody Keirns
mkeirns@jcmhospital.org

Fax: 913-774-3366
F.W. Huston Medical Center
408 Delaware, Winchester, Kansas

SERVICE TECHNICIAN
Kanequip of Topeka has a huge opportunity for an experienced

Agricultural Technician to join the KanEquip team.
We offer competitive income and excellent benefits,

with the best equipment in the industry.
To find out more and to apply 

on-line visit us at
www.kanequip.com

or call 785-456-2083 Ext. 192

MARSHALL’S MAIDS
is searching for the perfect 
person to join our team of 

cleaning champions.
We are searching for a 

mature, flexible person to 
work part-time, M-F.
Apply at 307 Dakota,

M-F 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Ralph & Denise 

Marshall
785-362-MAID

Prairie Band 
Potawatomi 

Nation

For a detailed job posting visit our 
website: www.pbpindiantribe.com 

or call toll free: 866-694-3937.
Send application, resume, motor 

vehicle report and copy of D.L. to:
PBPN Human Resources

16281 Q Rd., Mayetta, KS 66509
Fax: 785-966-3062

Excellent Benefit Package
INDIAN PREFERENCE EXERCISED

CHILD CARE AIDE (PT)
Closes 7/8/13

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
THERAPIST
Closes 7/12/13

CHIEF OF POLICE-
TRIBAL ATTORNEY-

CERTIFIED POLICE OFFICER-
Open Until Filled

Employment Opportunities

CLASS A CDL DRIVER POSITION
Class A CDL Driver Position

opening at Toby Trucking, Seneca, KS.
Must have 2 years experience

and clean driving record.
Call Bill or Brenda at 785-336-2070.
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Continued from Page 1A
Due to the recently passed city or-

dinance, no personal fireworks will 
be allowed in the park on the day of 
the fireworks display. 

The following evening, July 6, the 
Holton/Jackson County Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual July Jubilee 
celebration will be held at Banner 
Creek Reservoir. 

The band Zero Discipline will 
perform from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
at shelter house #3 near the swim 
beach on the north side of the res-
ervoir before the fireworks display. 
Band members include Larry Hund-
ley, Jeremy Kasson, Jason Martin 
and Ray Finney.

The fireworks show is set to begin 
at 10 p.m. and entrance fees to the 
reservoir grounds are being waived 
that day. 2 Kirks Fireworks, which is 
owned by Kirk Miller and Kirk Mill-
er Jr., are coordinating this year’s 
fireworks show. 

The Chamber’s fireworks show 
is free, but Chamber volunteers will 
be on hand that evening at the res-
ervoir entrance gates to collect free 
will donations to cover the cost of 
the fireworks.

The Chamber has also placed do-
nation cans at local county business-
es. Suggestions on ways to improve 
or change the event are also being 
sought by the Chamber. 

For more information, contact the 
Chamber office, 364-3963. 

Area government and financial 
institutions will be closed on Thurs-
day, July 4, so that employees may 
observe the Fourth of July holiday 
with their families.

The Holton Recorder office will 
also be closed on Thursday. The Re-
corder staff hopes you have a fun 
and safe holiday. 

Continued from Page 1A
eastern part of the state, but not neces-
sarily in the Kansas City area,” Linn 
said. “We have heard great things 
about the Royal Valley School Dis-
trict and the people who work there. 
We knew there were openings for the 
both of us, so we decided to apply. 
Mr. Rundle and all the staff members 
we have met have been great. They 
are excited about education, and we 
feel honored to be part of a wonder-
ful, caring district.”

Linn is replacing former principal 
Aaric Davis, who took the principal 
position at Hartford and Neosho Rap-
ids schools.

The Linns have been married for 
26 years and have a son, Derek, who 
will be a sophomore at RVHS, and a 
daughter, Erika, who will be in sec-
ond grade. 

In other business, the board:

Continued from Page 1A
weather safety and things he’s 
learned during his meteorological 
education on “what people are do-
ing wrong when it comes to severe 
weather.” Common “myths and mis-
conceptions” about severe weather 
also were part of his pres entation.

Currently, Elliott is working for 
Weather Decision Technologies in 
Norman, Okla., a weather content 
provider that builds mobile appli-
cations and interactive solutions for 
media clients. He expressed a de sire 
to continue working there, pos sibly 
getting into the field of infor mation 
technology.

“That’s my plan for at least the 
immediate future,” he said. “Down 

the road, I’m still not 100 percent 
sure yet. I’m still in that ‘early col-
lege kid’ phase and not really know-
ing exactly what I want to do with 
my life quite yet.”

Elliott noted that becoming a tele-
vision meteorologist or a full-time 
storm chaser does not fit into his fu-
ture plans, however.

“Broadcast is not in my future,” 
he said. “Neither is the National 
Weather Service. You have your 
exciting days with that, but most of 
the time it’s really boring. I can’t see 
myself doing any storm-chas ing. I 
wish I could have that as a career, 
but it doesn’t really pay. It costs 
more money than you’ll ever make 
with it. It’s strictly a hobby.” 

Continued from Page 1A
Many area buildings governed by 

municipal and county entities — in-
cluding the Jackson County Court-
house and Beck-Bookman Library 
— have already sought a six-month 
extension. That extension allows 
those buildings to have updated ver-
sions of the “no gun” sign in stalled 
at their main entrances.

At City Hall, no such sign has ever 
been installed, and City Man ager 
Bret Bauer said the city cur rently 
has no plans to change its operations 
in regard to the con cealed-carry law. 
However, Bauer noted that city staff 
also are not recommending the com-
mission seek either the six-month 
or four-year extension for installa-
tion of security measures, such as 
metal detectors or the placement of 

an armed officer at the door with a 
metal-detecting wand.

“We wouldn’t be able to afford it 
today, six months or four years from 
now,” Bauer said of those se curity 
measures. “But if scheduling allows, 
there will be a uniformed police offi-
cer at future commission meetings.”

One such officer — Holton Po lice 
Chief Gale Gakle — was pre sent for 
Monday’s meeting, and he agreed 
with Bauer’s assessment of the cost-
liness of security measures.

“You’re looking at hundreds 
of thousands dollars in security,” 
Gakle said. “You’re going to have 
to revamp the entrance to this place. 
You’ll have to have metal detectors 
up.”

On the other hand, concealed-
carry could be allowed at City Hall, 

even though Bauer noted that city 
policy prevents City Hall personnel 
from concealed carrying of weap-
ons on city property, although law 
enforcement officers are allowed to 
remain armed in an “open carry” 
manner. “I’m not going to propose 
that you guys change that,” he told 
commissioners.

City Clerk Teresa Riley also told 
commissioners that many other city 
clerks across Kansas have asked 
their insurance providers about the 
concealed-carry policy and were 
warned that if such a policy were al-
lowed at their respective city halls, 
their liability insurance poli cies 
would be jeopardized. Bauer said 
the city’s insurance provider has not 
contacted City Hall on whether that 
would be the case in Holton.

Campbell, noting that he is “very 
pro-gun,” stated that not allowing 
city personnel to carry weapons 
would put them “at a disadvantage” 
if “anyone that wants to walk in with 
a firearm” does so with mali cious 
intent. Riley agreed, saying that if 
someone receives proper concealed-
carry training and comes to City Hall 
to pay a bill, “we’re not going to be 
worried about you.”

Commissioner Tim Morris, add-
ing that he did not want City Hall to 
lose its insurance coverage be cause 
of the new law, also favored the 
“wait and see” approach.

“I guess we all take chances every 
day of our lives that we’re going to 
get shot out there,” Morris said. “I 
would say, let’s back off from it and 
see what happens.”

Fourth...

Weather station...

Holton High School alumnus Zach Elliott is shown with the 
weather station that was recently installed at the Banner Creek 
Science Center. Funding for the station was provided entirely 
through donations. Photo by Brian Sanders

Concealed-carry...

Royal Valley...
 Approved consent items.
 Reviewed minor changes to stu-

dent, parent and staff handbooks, as 
presented by Jim Holloman, RVHS 
principal, and Susan Pfrang, former 
RVES principal and now director of 
curriculum and instruction. 
 Learned from Superintendent 

Rundle that he has been in contact 
with the district’s bond attorney, Bob 
Perry, to get the necessary paperwork 
started for the district to refund its 
bonds, as discussed at the last board 
meeting.

Rundle has been gathering district 
demographic and financial informa-
tion, which is needed to file the pa-
perwork. 
 Approved the preliminary list 

of staff development points for the 

2012-2013 school year. 
 Approved the Kansas Associa-

tion of School Boards membership 
dues of $9,446 and the KASB legal 
assistance fund of $1,650. These fees 
are slight increases from last year, it 
was reported.
 Approved the early payment of 

special education cooperative funds 
to the Holton Education Cooperative 
for the 2013-2014 school year. 
 Approved final planned transfers 

and ending cash balances to close of 
the current school year budget. 
 Accepted the resignation of Ka-

tie Heiman as a third-grade teacher, 
as well as the retirement notice from 
Nancy DeKeyser, district office busi-
ness manager.
 Met in executive session for 20 

minutes with Rundle and Pfrang to 
discuss non-elected personnel and 
teacher salary negotiations. 

Back in open session, the board 
offered an elementary teaching posi-
tion to Ginger Gundenkauf, who will 
teach either kindergarten or second 
grade depending on enrollment. 

The board also accepted the ratified 
teacher negotiated agreement and ap-
proved classified and administrative 
salary recommendations.
 Met in executive session with 

district patrons and Rundle for 25 
minutes to discuss a matter of non-
elected personnel related to the 
RVHS baseball program. No action 
was taken back in open session.
 Adjourned the meeting. Board 

member Chuck Connell was absent.

America’s forestland is a prized 
natural resource, and anyone can 
help plant trees in these vital areas 
by joining the Arbor Day Foundation 
this month, it has been reported.

Through the Replanting Our Na-
tional Forests campaign, the Arbor 
Day Foundation will honor each new 
member who joins in July by plant-
ing 10 trees in forests that have been 
devastated by wildfires, insects and 
disease.

The cost for joining the Arbor Day 
Foundation is a $10 donation.

America’s national forests face 
enormous challenges, including un-
precedented wildfires that have left 
more than one million acres in need 
of replanting. The foundation has 
worked with the United States For-
est Service for more than 20 years to 
plant trees in high-need forests.

National forests provide habitat 
for wildlife, keep the air clean and 
help ensure safe drinking water for 
more than 180 million Americans.

To join the Arbor Day Foundation 
and help plant trees in our national 
forests, send a $10 membership con-
tribution to Replanting Our National 
Forests, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE 
68410, or visit arborday.org

Arbor Day Foundation 
offering memberships


