
 
 
 

“Use it all the time—50 degrees below Zero or 120 degrees in the shade!” 
Company Advertising 

 
The most unique feature of the Franklin was its use of an air-cooled engine rather than 
the typical liquid-cooled engine, thus there was no radiator, coolant or anti-freeze used. 
Known for its reliability and superior ride, the Franklin was produced from 1902 – 
1934, and became America’s most successful air-cooled automobile.  
 
In 1938, Franklin was reborn as Aircooled Motors, Inc. with its attention now on 
building aircraft engines. Franklin engines were used to power three out of four early 
helicopters, and were also adapted for use in the 1948 Tucker automobile. 

1916 Franklin  
Sport Phaeton  

H. H. Franklin Manufacturing Company - Syracuse, NY 
 

Donated to the 
GILMORE CAR MUSEUM  
By Lee Doerr - Naples, FL 

ENGINE……....…. 6 Cylinder Aircooled              

WEIGHT……...………………. 2,280 lbs              

PRODUCTION…….…………….. 3,817 

HORSEPOWER.………………. 32 hp   

WHEELBASE..…………….……. 120"  

FACTORY PRICE…….….. $1,950.00 


