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Walter Lord, in his book, A Night to Remember, wrote about the sinking of the British Cruise liner, the 

Titanic. Lord writes: 

On April 15, 1912, at approximately 2:20 a.m. the stern of the White Star liner Titanic swung 

slowly upward toward the stars. Her lights went out, flashed on again, then went out for good. 

Only a single kerosene lantern flickered high in the aftermast. As her stern reached higher, a 

steady roar thundered across the water as every movable thing aboard her broke loose. There has 

never been a mixture like it: Fifteen thousand bottles of ale and stout, huge anchor chains (each 

link weighed 175 pounds), thirty cases of golf clubs, thirty thousand fresh eggs, potted palms, five 

grand pianos, a cask of china for Tiffanys, a case of gloves for Marshall Field’s, and most valuable 

of all, fifteen hundred passengers.
1
 

 Any kind of wreck can be a terrifying experience. Even wrecks with smaller vehicles like cars and 

motorcycles can be traumatic experiences for us.  

 Acts 27 records one of the most famous shipwrecks in ancient history. It is a shipwreck that occurred 

when the Apostle Paul was sailing from Caesarea to Rome to stand before Caesar. However, this morning we will 

not only consider the voyage to Rome and the shipwreck but also what happened on the island of Malta after the 

shipwreck. 

 We are going to cover a lot of ground again this morning so let’s do an overview of the passage. Then we 

will make application of the narrative. 

 As the journey began, they left Caesarea on an Adramyttium ship. They were under the supervision of the 

Augustan Cohort, Julius. Julius seemed to like Paul because he allowed him to bring Luke and Aristarchus on the 

voyage.  

The plan was to sail along the coast of Asia until they reached Rome. They were able to go north and 

make port at Sidon. When they arrived, Julius gave Paul leave to visit his friends in the city. 

Then they put back out to sea, and this time they were headed north, and then they turned west along 

the coast of Asia. However, this time the voyage did not go so well. The winds made sailing difficult, and so they 

sailed under the lee of Cyprus and along the coast of Pamphylia until they reached Myra in Lycia. In Lycia, the 

centurion found an Egyptian grain ship from Alexandria sailing for Italy. Then they sailed from Lycia further west to 

Cnidus. At this point, the wind was against them and would not allow the ship to follow the coast. The wind pushed 

the ship south to the island of Crete. At this point, they sailed under the lee of Crete until they reached Fair 

Havens.  

The port city of Fair Havens was a good harbor but not suitable for a ship to spend the winter in because 

the harbor was too shallow. The crew decided to sail along the coast of Crete to Phoenix. Phoenix was 40 miles 

west and on the southeast side of the island. It seemed like a simple journey, but there was a problem. It was too 

late in the year to try to attempt even that short voyage.  

The Apostle Paul, who was an experienced traveler, told the crew and the centurion that it was unwise to 

try to make this journey. He also told them that he perceived that if they tried to do this that there would possibly 

be loss of the cargo, injury, and even loss of life. 
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Yet, the crew decided to press on with their plans. Initially, it seemed like they had made the right 

decision because the winds were favorable, but just as they were relaxing, a northeastern squall blew down from 

the island. 

The kind of ship they were on could not sail against the wind. It could only go with it. So, the winds blew 

them under the lee of the small island called Cauda. At this point, the storm was so bad that they had to pull in the 

small boat they towed and secured it on deck. Now they were at the mercy of the storm, and it drove them from 

Cauda west and out into the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. 

The storm was so violent they quickly began to throw the cargo. They had to throw the grain cargo that 

was in the hull of the ship overboard. If the grain got wet, it would swell and break the ship apart from the inside, 

so they had to get rid of the grain first. Then after they threw the grain overboard, they threw the ship’s tackle 

overboard in order to lighten their load. They did anything to ensure they would survive. Yet, even with all of their 

efforts, Luke writes in v. 20: 

When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay 

on us, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. 

 While it seems Luke had lost hope, the Apostle Paul had not. The Lord had given him something to say to 

those on the ship. Look in vv. 21-26: 

Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them 

and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete 

and incurred this injury and loss. 
22 

Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there 

will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 
23 

For this very night there 

stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 
24 

and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And 

behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ 
25 

So take heart, men, 

for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 
26 

But we must 

run aground on some island.” 

  We have to wonder how the ship’s crew received this news. I am sure it was good news to Luke and 

Aristarchus, but for those who were not Christians, it may not have had much impact. After all, they were in the 

middle of the Mediterranean Sea in a raging tempest for two weeks; what would an old Jewish man know about a 

shipwreck and loss of life.  

 Verse 27 tells us that on the fourteenth night, the sailors thought they might be getting close to land, and 

sure enough, they were. They took soundings and found out they were close, and now the danger was that they 

would run aground on the rocks. So, they decided to let down the tow-boat and head to shore. But Paul told them 

that if they did that, they could not be saved, so the Roman soldiers, who now apparently trusted Paul’s words, cut 

the boat free. 

 On the morning of the fourteenth day, Paul told everyone to eat because they would need their strength. 

They probably weren’t able to eat before because the storm was so bad that they would not have been able to 

hold down their food. Then he told them again that no one would die when the ship ran aground. So, in the middle 

of the raging storm, Paul took food and gave thanks to the Lord, they ate, and they were all encouraged. 

 Verses 39-44 tell us about the shipwreck. It says that when they had finally made land, they didn’t 

recognize the island, but it didn’t matter any land is better than being on a battered ship. So, they cast off the 

anchors and made for land, and just when they thought they had made it, the ship hit a reef, and the bow of the 

ship stuck solid. Now the ship was being torn apart by the surf.  

So, the soldiers decided to kill the prisoners and then swim for shore, but the centurion wanted to save 

Paul, so he stopped them. He told those who could swim to swim to shore and those who could not to grab some 

planks and float to shore. In v. 44, we learn that God’s promise to Paul was fulfilled because all 276 passengers 

survived. This is pretty amazing because they had sailed about 550 miles west in the middle of a violent storm in 

the Mediterranean Sea. 
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 Acts 28 picks up the story, and we see that they landed on Malta, an island just south of Sicily. When they 

landed on Malta, the people of the island showed them much kindness. 

 The people built a fire so they could get warm. Paul was helping gather wood for the fire when a viper 

came out of the bundle of sticks he was carrying and bit him on the hand. Not only did it bite him, but it was also 

hanging on his hand. He simply shook it off in the fire.  

 The natives of Malta believed in the Greek gods. So, when Paul was bitten by the viper, they concluded 

that although Paul had escaped the storm and the shipwreck, he still did not escape Justice. The word justice is 

capitalized in your Bible because it is the Greek name Dike. Dike was the goddess of justice in Greek mythology. So, 

they waited for him to swell up and die. When he did not die, they concluded that he was one of the gods. 

 In total, they were on Malta for three months. At some point, they met the chief man of the island, whose 

name was Publius. Publius entertained the crew for three days. During which, Paul learned that Publius’ father was 

sick with a fever and dysentery. Paul visited him, prayed for him, laid his hands on him, and he was healed. After 

the people learned that Paul had healed Publius' father, anyone who was sick on the island came to Paul, and he 

healed them as well.  

 As we come to the end of our story, we see that the sea, the shipwreck, and the snake have done their 

worst to Paul, and yet they were not able to stop the spread of the gospel. Prior to this, it was the Roman 

government, Judaism, and pagan religions that tried to stop the spread of the gospel but no weapon formed 

against the gospel, Jesus’ church, and God’s people can succeed. 

 Paul was going to make it to Rome to stand before Caesar as Jesus’ steadfast witness. He may be a bit 

worn down and ragged, but the gospel that Paul preached was flourishing, and no one could stop it. 

 Acts 27:1-28:10 teach us that steadfast witnesses hold fast to God’s promises in the storms of life and 

gospel ministry. Here are three takeaways from our text. 

1. A steadfast witness finds courage in God’s promises in the storms of life (Acts 27:1-26) 

 Paul’s voyage to Rome may have started off well, but it did not take long for it to turn into chaos. Paul had 

warned the crew that it was unwise to sail to Phoenix, but the crew decided to sail anyway, and just when it 

seemed like they had made their destination, disaster struck. A tempest blows off the island, hits the ship, and 

pushes the ship from where it was in view of its destination out into the middle of the Mediterranean Sea.  

Imagine being on the ship and going from calm to chaos in a matter of minutes. Then as you try to get to 

shore, instead of getting closer to the island that is your salvation, what you see is your salvation growing smaller 

and smaller in the distance. Then you’re driven in the other direction. All you see is the terror of being in the 

middle of a raging storm in the middle of open waters. They probably had a sinking feeling. 

 It is in these moments of life that we can lose hope. We all want the warm, gentle winds to fill the sails of 

our lives, don’t we? No one wants to sail into one of life’s storms, so we do what we can to avoid them. However, 

whether you are a Christian or not, no one goes through life without life’s storms unexpectantly blowing into their 

lives. 

Whether it is very quickly or very slowly, we learn that what we thought was our destination in life is not 

to be. Perhaps you thought you thought you found your dream job, and then all of the sudden, you are without a 

job. Perhaps you thought you had married the perfect person only to find out that you had not. Perhaps you 

thought you had found the perfect church only to find out it is full of sinners, just like the last one. Perhaps you 

thought you finally beat that dreaded disease only to realize the last test shows that it is back. The list of lost 

destinations can go on and on. 

 So, let me ask you, have you ever been in this kind of place in life? When you get to a place like this, 

what’s been the anchor of your heart. Sometimes we find out that we have not been anchored to Jesus and God’s 

word. Perhaps we thought we were anchored to Jesus only to find out it had been finances, family, career, kids, or 

some other fake anchor that wouldn’t hold a paddleboat. 

The good news is that when we get to this point, God will come to us and call us to find our hope and 

courage in Him. We find out that God has not abandoned us even though it might feel like He has. The reality is He 

has not abandoned us, and He will not let the storm drown us. But we must look to Him. We must repent and 

return to Him. We must anchor our lives in Christ. We must find hope in His word. 
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Look what He said to Paul in the middle of the storm in Acts 27:22-25, 

Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but 

only of the ship. 
23 

For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God 

to whom I belong and whom I worship, 
24 

and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; 

you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who 

sail with you.’ 
25 

So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly 

as I have been told. 

 Paul was courageous in the storm because he was confident in God’s promise to him. He was not 

courageous because he was a strong person but because God was/is strong. He is the One who holds us fast in the 

storm. 

 The question is: how will you face the chaos of storms when they blow into your life?  

Jesus knows how we might respond when life’s storms blow into our lives. In the storm narratives in the 

Gospels, Jesus confronted His disciples’ little faith by showing them that He was Lord of the Storm.  

Listen to what he said to them in Mark 4:39-41 after He had calmed the storm: 

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And 

the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
40 

He said to them, “Why are you 

so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
41 

And they were filled with great fear and 

said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 

him?” 

 Jesus is Lord of the Storm. He calmed the storm for His disciples.  

However, I want you to notice that He did not calm the storm for Paul. Paul had to go through the storm. 

Sometimes that is what we have to do. Sometimes God does calm the storm, and sometimes He does not.  

However, what Jesus always does is remind His children that He is with them by giving them His word, His 

promises, and most importantly, He reminds them that Jesus is the Lord of the Storm. Whether He calms the storm 

or rides it out with you, He will not abandon you. Bottom line: Jesus always calms His child. 

So, take heart, He is Your Lord, and He will be with you, for Jesus has endured the worst of the storms 

that this life can dish out. Jesus endured the storm of God’s wrath because of our sins. On the cross, Jesus took the 

storm of God’s wrath and made peace between God and us, so now the Lord of the Storm can say to you, “Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

May the Lord Jesus grant us His grace to be His steadfast witnesses in the storms of life. May we be 

courageous witnesses that anchor our lives in the Promised One, the Lord of the Storm, so that the world may 

know Him. 

2. A steadfast witness gives thanks to God when all seems lost (Acts 27:27-44) 

 Sometimes we think once we have been through the storm that, we will somehow just sail into port and 

weight anchor and then give thanks to God. Sometimes that is what happens.  

However, sometimes we do not. What the Lord wants us to learn is how to give thanks in the middle of 

the storm. Giving thanks to God in the middle of the storm is evidence of trust in our Sovereign Savior. 

We may still have to go through the storm and even endure the shipwreck. The question is: Can we give 

thanks to Jesus even when all seems lost and we see the shipwreck coming?  

There is a line in Jackson Browne’s song The Pretender that captures the experience of all being lost. He 

speaks of lovers watching, “the ships bearing their dreams sail out of sight.” 

 Have you ever been there? Have you ever thought, “My life is over? My reason for living is gone. I will 

never be happy ever again. There goes all my hopes and dreams. All I have to look forward to is one long death 

sentence.” 

 No one wants to go through this. No one wants to endure circumstances that are so painful it makes us 

want to give up all hope, and yet this was where Paul was. His situation was desperate.  

 Remember what Luke wrote earlier in v. 20: 
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When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay 

on us, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. 

Then just as they thought they may have made, it seems the place they hoped to land was going to 

destroy them. Listen to what Luke wrote v. 29: 

And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from 

the stern and prayed for day to come. 

 This is what we call coming to the end of our rope, right? I mean, we have done all we can, and now here 

comes the shipwreck, so hang on for dear life and pray for day to come. 

 It is in these moments that we need a steadfast witness to point us to Jesus so that even in the storm and 

impending disaster, we learn to love and trust Jesus and give thanks to Him. It is in these moments that we need 

someone to remind us that even when it seems everything is out of control that in reality, He is in control of the 

storm and even the coming shipwreck. It is in these moments we need a steadfast witness to stand with us and 

give thanks to Jesus. 

Look at what Luke writes in vv. 33-37: 

As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, 

“Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without 

food, having taken nothing. 
34 

Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will 

give you strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 
35 

And 

when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the 

presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 
36 

Then they all were encouraged 

and ate some food themselves. 
37 

(We were in all 276 persons in the ship.) 

 Paul stood up in the middle of the storm and gave thanks to God, and prepared them for the coming 

calamity. God could have stopped the storm. God could have prevented the shipwreck. God could have done any 

number of things to prevent this situation from ever occurring, but He did not. It was His will that they go through 

the storm and the shipwreck. 

 Two quick things here. First, when we are in these kinds of situations, we need steadfast witnesses who 

will stand up in the middle of the storm and the coming calamity and call us to put our hope in Jesus. 

Have you ever had that steadfast witness in your life speak up and give thanks to God when you were in 

the middle of one of life’s storms and eventual shipwreck?  

I have had a few people in my life like that. One that sticks out in my mind is my mother-in-law. She was 

always that kind of person for me.  

Stacy’s mother, Brenda, was always the one who could remind me that God was in charge no matter how 

hard the situation was. I think it was because she had seen the Lord do that work in her life. She had been through 

the storms of life. She was raised in an abusive family and then got into two abusive marriages and the second one 

left her with a small child.  

Yet, she kept turning to the Lord in the middle of the storm and even the shipwreck of two failed 

marriages. He took the shipwreck of her life and redeemed it. She was able to share that kind of gratitude for what 

the Lord has done for her with others. She could give thanks in the hardest of circumstances, and now her faith in 

Jesus was contagious and anchored in the cross.  

 Second: How we face these kinds of ordeals in life will affect how others regard the word of God and the 

gospel. Our verbal witness of giving thanks to God in hard circumstances is a steadfast witness of the faithfulness 

of God. Paul’s steadfast witness encouraged those on the ship with him. Will your witness be that encouragement 

to others? 

 My pastor at First Baptist Church, Pittsburg, Texas, was always that kind of pastor. I went on many visits to 

our members in the hospital and to their houses when someone had died. He told me: 
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Michael, when you are in one of these kinds of situations, you need to keep your head about 

yourself. It is easy to be controlled by your emotions at this point, but you must remember when 

someone is grieving, you may be the only person in the room that will point people back to God’s 

word for strength and support. You must be that kind of pastor. 

3. A steadfast witness will experience the victory of the gospel (Acts 28:1-10) 

Steadfast witnesses see the victory of the gospel even when the enemy viciously attacks. Paul did not die 

from the viper’s bite. Instead, he went on to do many miracles on Malta. These miracles were a display of the 

power of the gospel over the enemy.  

The storm, the shipwreck, and the serpent did not stop the spread of the gospel. The enemy had thrown 

everything it could at Paul, and yet he was not able to stop the spread of the gospel and the growth of the church. 

Instead, it revealed the victory of the gospel over the enemy. 

The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:7-12,  

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 

belongs to God and not to us. 
8 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
9 

persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 

down, but not destroyed; 
10 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 

that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
11 

For we who live 

are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus 

also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
12 

So death is at work in us, but life 

in you. 

 So, we can say with Paul:  

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The gospel is not spread around the world by the power of superheroes, armies, great generals, 

governments, and world leaders but by weak men and women who simply anchor their lives to Jesus and are 

steadfast witnesses for Him.  

You see, the message of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the power. It is the power of salvation of everyone 

who believes, the Jew first and also the Gentile. So, the question is, if you are here today and you have not trusted 

in Jesus, will you do that today?  

Second, if you are a Christian, remember that the gospel is the power of salvation. You have been filled 

with His Holy Spirit, and you are a steadfast witness who may be physically weak, but in the Spirit, you are strong. 

We are clay vessels that are indwelled with the great treasure of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


