
Reflection 
Ministry isn't for the faint of heart. Advancing the gospel will cost us. 
If you ever imagine that pioneer evangelism and church planting are glamorous,  
just read about some of Paul's afflictions in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28.  
Then read about the church's larger history; you will find some of God's choicest servants  
like Charles Spurgeon, Martin Luther, and William Wilberforce suffering from all sorts of health problems. 
Others, like George Whitefield and David Livingstone, suffered under violent threats . . .  
But here in Acts 13 we see an example of the type of grace-enabled endurance that must reside  
in the hearts of gospel-centered, Spirit-empowered, Christ-exalting missionaries. 
  
Tony Merida 
  

Call To Worship 

We confess the supremacy of God in Christ through both responsive reading and song. 
 
Our Spoken Call to Worship 
From Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 124:8  
  
We gather in the name of the Father, and the Son,    
     and the Holy Spirit.  
  
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies; 
     his glory fills the whole earth.  
  
Grace be to you and peace  
     from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
     the Maker of heaven and earth. 
  
Jesus prayed that we, the church, would be one, 
     just as he and the Father are one. 
  
Today we offer our praise and prayer together, 
    as one body, in Christ, through the power of  
    the Holy Spirit. 
  
In harmony, let us glorify God—Father, Son, and Spirit.  
  
Amen.  
  

Our Sung Call to Worship 
All Creatures of Our God and King 
Verse 1 
All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 
O praise Him, O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
Verse 2  
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 



Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
Verse 3  
And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on Him cast your care! 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Verse 4 
Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
Words by William Draper & Thomas Ken 
Music by Geistliche Kirchengesang & Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 Public Domain 
 
Confession 

We confess our need for mercy through both responsive reading and song. 
 
Our Spoken Confession 
From Romans 3:10–18; Luke 18:13 (CSB) 
  
There is no one righteous, not even one.  
There is no one who understands;  
     there is no one who seeks God.  
All have turned away;  
     all alike have become worthless.  
There is no one who does what is good,  
     not even one. 
Their throat is an open grave;  
     they deceive with their tongues. 
Vipers’ venom is under their lips.,  
     Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.  
Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
     ruin and wretchedness are in their paths,  
     and the path of peace they have not known. 
There is no fear of God before their eyes. 
  
God, have mercy on me, a sinner! 
  

Time of silent confession. 
  
Our Sung Confession 
There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
Verse 1 
There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 



Lose all their guilty stains: 
Lose all their guilty stains, 
Lose all their guilty stains; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 
  
Verse 2 
The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in His day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away: 
Wash all my sins away, 
Wash all my sins away; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 
  
Verse 3 
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its pow’r 
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more: 
Be saved, to sin no more, 
Be saved, to sin no more; 
Till all the ransomed church of God 
Be saved, to sin no more. 
  
Verse 4 
E’er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die: 
And shall be till I die, 
And shall be till I die; 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die. 
  
Words by William Cowper 
Music Early American Melody 
Public Domain 
  
Assurance and Peace 

We profess our assurance of salvation and peace in Christ through both responsive reading and song. 

Remember the Gospel 
From Romans 3:21-26 (CSB) 
 
 But now, apart from the law,  
     the righteousness of God has been revealed, 
     attested by the Law and the Prophets.  
The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ 
     to all who believe, since there is no distinction.  

  
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
     they are justified freely by his grace 
     through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  

  
God presented him as the mercy seat by his blood, 
     through faith, to demonstrate his righteousness, 



     because in his restraint God passed over 
     the sins previously committed. 

  
God presented him to demonstrate his righteousness 
     at the present time, so that he would be just 
     and justify the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  

Our Sung Profession of Assurance 
The Solid Rock 
Verse 1 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. (Chorus) 
  
Chorus 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
  
Verse 2 
When darkness seems to hide His face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. (Chorus) 
  
Verse 3 
His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. (Chorus) 
  
Verse 4 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. (Chorus) 
  
Words by Edward Mote, Music by William Bradbury 
 Public Domain 
 
In Christ Alone 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone, my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all— 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
  
Verse 2 
In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 



The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For every sin on Him was laid— 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
  
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain. 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine— 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  
Verse 4 
No guilt in life, no fear in death— 
This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home— 
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
  
Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 
©2001 Thankyou Music 
  
Thanksgiving and Petition 
 
We Give Thanks in Prayer and Offer Petitions to God 
We express our gratitude to God our Father for Christ's work on the cross for us and bring our requests 
before him. In bringing our requests, we confess that we believe God truly is a good father, who cares 
about our needs and gives us what he knows is best. 
 
We Give Thanks by Giving 
We give financial offerings to support the work of the church because of our gratitude to God.  By giving 
we confess we are trusting in God's provision for us as well. 
On the first Sunday of each month we have two offerings—one for the general fund and a second one for 
the benevolence ministry of our church. 
You may give electronically at gabcames.org/giving/ or place your offering in the boxes at the back of the 
sanctuary or send a check in the mail. 
  
Scripture Reading 
Acts 13:13-52 (ESV) 
13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left 
them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on 
the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the 
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of 
encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: 
     “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our fathers 
and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of 
it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations 
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And 
after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave 
them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed 
him, he raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of 
Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a 
Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all 

http://gabcames.org/giving/


the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I 
am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 
     26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been 
sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did 
not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled 
them by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to 
have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down 
from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he 
appeared to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to 
the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has 
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

     “‘You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you.’ 

34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, 
he has spoken in this way, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 
     35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, 

“‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 
  
36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with 
his fathers and saw corruption, 37 but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to 
you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by 
him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of 
Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: 

     41 “‘Look, you scoffers, 
    be astounded and perish; 

for I am doing a work in your days, 
    a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’” 

     42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 43 And 
after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout 
 converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue 
in the grace of God. 
     44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the 
Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by 
Paul, reviling him. 46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of 
God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, 
we are turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
    that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

     48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the 
whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the 
city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But 
they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
  
This is the word of the Lord. 
The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
but the word of the Lord endures forever. 
  
Sermon 
Acts 13:13-52 - “Gospel Friction” - Pastor Michael Felkins 
 
Sermon Discipleship Questions 
1. What encouraged you? 
2. What convicted you? 
3. Is there anything in your life that needs to change? 
  



Sending 
Having heard and confessed the Gospel, we are sent into the world on mission in Christ, which we 
express in spoken word. 
 
Blessing 
Romans 16:25-27 (CSB)  
  
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to the gospel 
     and the proclamation about Jesus Christ,  
according to the revelation of the mystery kept silent for long ages 
     but now revealed and made known through the prophetic Scriptures, 
according to the command of the eternal God 
     to advance the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles — 
to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ— 
     to him be the glory forever!  
  
Amen. 
  
 
 
  
 


