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This morning we wrap up our Advent series on the titles of Jesus given in Isaiah 9:6. As 

we do, let’s remember that while we give gifts this Christmas season, Jesus is the Ultimate gift. 

Advent does not simply remind us that Christ came but that God gave Him to us and ultimately 

for us. Look at Isaiah 9:6 again and notice what it says,  

“For unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given.” 

Jesus is God’s gift to us. The heart of all the gift-giving at Christmas only makes sense 

when we remember that Jesus is the greatest gift of all. 

This morning we will be looking at the title Prince of Peace. Of all the titles given to 

Jesus in Isaiah 9:6, the title Prince of Peace really is the capstone. The title Prince of Peace pulls 

together all of the qualities of the Son who was given. 

Think about it; peace is one of the central themes that run through the celebration of 

Christmas. Remember what the angels sang at Jesus’ birth in Luke 2:14?  

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased! 

Then when we read the context surrounding Isaiah 9:6, we see that the promise of 

peace precedes the title given to Jesus. Then after the title is given, we see in v. 7 there is to be 

an increase of peace in the Prince of Peace government. 

If you are like me, peace is one of the things you long for in our world right now. 

Although we are not in a physical war, we are in a cultural war in our country. In addition to 

that, we will always be in a spiritual war until we get to heaven. The fact is, we will always feel a 

little uneasy and unsettled on this side of heaven. This leaves us longing for the reign of the 

Prince of Peace in our lives and in our world. 

What we need to keep in mind as we study the title Prince of Peace is that the title does 

not mean Jesus is a weak, wimpy, namby-pamby savior. Jesus is NOT the Prince of Peace who is 

going around saying, “Can’t we just all get along.”  

Jesus is the Mighty God, the Warrior God who fights for His people. He is the Prince of 

Peace who fights for His people who are in peril, and in Isaiah 9, God’s people were in peril, and 

we see how He fights to bring peace to His people. 

The Hebrew word for peace in the title Prince of Peace is shalom. This word is one of 

those words with incredible depth and breadth. There is a vertical shalom, a horizontal shalom, 

and an internal shalom. Internal shalom is experienced in your heart and mind. It is shalom that 
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is well-being and freedom from anxiety in the inner man. Horizontal shalom is shalom in our 

relationships. It is experiencing goodwill and harmony with our fellow man. It is also the 

absence of war with nations. It is practice justice and righteousness with our fellow man. 

Vertical shalom is peace with God. It is to know the goodness of God’s favor toward us in Christ. 

It is to experience the forgiveness of our sin and be made right with God through Christ. The 

fullness of God’s shalom is to experience the gift of God’s wholeness, completeness, and 

flourishing on all levels of life. In essence, it is the fullness of the reign of the Prince of Peace in 

your life. The Prince of Peace is the perfect picture of shalom. He is the whole man who is 

perfectly integrated. He is one with God and all mankind. In addition to this, He gives us all of 

His benefits shalom that God has given Him. 

So, here is the main point: God, in His passionate commitment to us (His people), has 

given us all we need for peace in this world in the child who was born who is the Prince of 

Peace.  

What this means is that to live life without the Prince of Peace is to live a restless and 

miserable life. It is to be dominated by doubt, live in anxiety, anguish, and misery. You see, the 

Prince of Peace gift of shalom is only for those who belong to Him. Do you belong to Him? 

 Let’s walk through Isaiah 9:1-5 and see who God’s gift of the Prince of Peace is for us. 

1. Jesus is our Prince of Peace who delivers us from brokenness. (vv. 1-3) 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the 

former time, he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and 

the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time, he has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

nations. 

 In v. 1, we see that the Prince of Peace reverses the gloom. Because of Judah’s 

disobedience, God was disciplining them. They had been living life apart from the Prince of 

Peace, and so God gave them over to anguish, despondency, and sadness. The Hebrew word 

“gloom” means “luster.” There was no light in their lives. No light of joy. No light of truth. No 

light of gladness.  

 Verse 2 says they walked in darkness and dwelt in deep darkness. Gloom, anguish, and 

darkness are words to describe the brokenness of their lives without the light of God. Their 

souls were in misery and were restless. Their hearts were in pain and torment. They knew 

something was missing. Their lives were like people groping around in a pitch cave where there 

is no light and no hope of finding the light. In other words, the lives of these people were 

broken.  

But notice v. 2. God gives them hope: 

 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 
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shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its 

joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are 

glad when they divide the spoil. 

 In v. 2, we see the Prince of Peace begins to reverse the curse of darkness. He takes 

them from darkness to delight. What we know is that the Son that would be born is the One 

who would lead them out of the darkness. He would bring the light of life and heal the 

brokenness in their lives. 

 But here is the big question: Why did God do this for them? Why did He give the gift of a 

son to an undeserving, disobedient people?  

Verse 7 tells us why and it is really good news for all of us. Look at the end of v. 7: 

“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” 

 The word zeal is God’s passionate commitment to His people. This is why He reversed 

the curse of darkness on His people. God is so passionately committed to His people that He 

sent His son, a child King, to be born to begin the process of reversing the effects of the curse of 

the Fall we received in the Garden of Eden. Christ gave His life as a ransom for us on the cross in 

order to lead us out of the darkness of sin and death. 

 It was the Prince of Peace who ripped the veil of the curtain of the darkness of sin that 

separated us from God. His peace leads us into the Light of God. His peace shines the light of 

truth on the paths of our lives so that we may live lives in the light of the peace of Christ and be 

delivered from our brokenness. Now look in vv. 4-5.  

2. Jesus is our Prince of Peace who delivers us from oppression. (vv. 4-5) 

For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod 

of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For 

every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 

garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 Now we see the Prince of Peace fighting to bring shalom to His people. He is not a 

wimpy Prince of Peace. He broke the yoke of oppression that was on His people.  

For Judah, the yoke of oppression was Israel and Syria. These nations had conspired to 

invade Judah and force Judah into submission and slavery. But God did not allow it to occur. 

 Because of God’s passionate commitment to His people, He broke this oppression. He 

went to war for them by giving His Son, the Prince of Peace. Verse 4 says the oppression would 

be broken just as Yahweh broke Midian. Then v. 5 says that the enemy would be stripped of 

their garments of war and they would be burned as fuel for the fire. In other words, the Prince 

of Peace will win the war, and He would completely disarm His enemy and usher in His peace 

on His terms. 
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 Let’s make some applications here. When we consider the peace that the Prince of 

Peace gives, we need to know that it primarily resides in our consciences. Here is what I mean. 

Jesus certainly can remove physical conflicts and wars. One day all wars and conflicts will end, 

but for now, they remain. 

However, the primary conflict the Prince of Peace came to remove is the conflict 

between God and man. It is a conflict that rages in our hearts and in our consciences. It rages 

when we refuse to submit to Christ. It rages when we resist His rule in our lives and choose to 

go our own way. It rages when we choose the world's ways over God’s ways. It rages when we 

refuse His forgiveness of sin in Christ. It rages when we will not worship the Son of God. When 

this war rages in our conscience, we live restless lives with no peace. You see, there is no peace 

in our hearts and consciences until we kneel before the Prince of Peace. 

Bottom line: The Prince of Peace came to earth to make war on our sin. He came to 

defeat sin. He came to defeat our enemy, the devil. He came to establish peace between us and 

God by the shedding of His blood. As Ephesians 2:13 says: 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 

If you belong to Christ, then you were formerly an enemy with God, but through Christ, 

you have been brought near by His blood. Now you have peace with God.  

 So, here is how the peace of Prince of Peace works His peace out in our lives. When our 

peace with God holds the highest place in our hearts and minds, it will set the course for how 

we endure every kind of adversity. He brings His calmness to our minds.  

From the same fountain of peace that we have with God flows the 

river of peace covers all of our adversities, distrusts, and 

tribulations. So, when all means of escape have been removed 

our hearts are still filled with His peace. 

In short, when it seems like all is lost and ruined in our lives, we can set our hearts and 

minds on our Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God who fights for us. His power is 

inconceivable and far beyond anything we can imagine. He makes a way for peace in our hearts 

and minds when it seems like there is no way.  

 So, when we are inwardly tossed and outwardly oppressed by various storms in life, and 

when Satan attempts to unsettle our consciences, let’s remember Christ, our Prince of Peace. It 

is easy for Him to calm the storm and strip the storm of its power by His simple words: Peace be 

still. As the song says,  
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“Sometimes He calms the storm and other times He calms His 

child.”1 

3. Jesus is our Prince of Peace who gives us ultimate peace. (v. 7; 11:1-9) 

 In v. 7, find the fulfillment of the ultimate peace. This is a peace that is already but not 

yet. In other words, we have been given a foretaste of this peace, or we might say a deposit of 

it in our heart, but it is not yet completely fulfilled. Let’s read v. 7 again: 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 

end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 

and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 

this. 

We may struggle with v. 7. After all, sometimes it seems difficult to see the increase of 

reign and rule of the Prince of Peace when there is so little peace these days.  

When we hear of missionaries taken prisoner and held for ransom in Haiti or the church 

under attack in China or somewhere in the Middle East, we may wonder about the rule of the 

Prince of Peace. When we see our government continuing to allow abortion, we may wonder 

about the rule of the Prince of Peace. When we see politicians embracing more and more anti-

biblical positions, we may wonder about the rule of the Prince of Peace. When we see racial 

tensions overflow in the streets, we may wonder about the rule of the Prince of Peace. When 

we see our courts hand down judgments against Christians and the church, we may wonder 

about the rule of the Prince of Peace. When we see legislators pass laws that are harmful to 

Christians and seek to silence Christ’s church, we may wonder about the rule of the Prince of 

Peace. When we see these things, we might begin to wonder if Christ’s government and His 

peace is really is increasing.  

 Bottom line: When we consider all that is going on in the world, we may doubt if any of 

this prophecy has been fulfilled. I would say that when we simply look at the world with our 

physical eyes, we might lose heart, but we must look with the eyes of faith. 

 I want to quote the 16th-century theologian John Calvin here. Calvin was much like us. 

He looked at the conflicts in the world in his day and saw the same distress and lack of peace in 

the world. Yet, when he looked with the eyes of faith, here is what he said: 

Though the kingdom of Christ is in such a condition that it appears 

as if it were about to perish at every moment, yet God not only 

protects and defends it but also extends its boundaries far and 

wide, and then preserves and carries it forward in interrupted 

progression to eternity. We ought firmly to believe this, that the 

 
1 Scott Krippayne, https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/30261715/Sometimes+He+Calms+the+Storm.  

https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/30261715/Sometimes+He+Calms+the+Storm
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frequency of those shocks by which the Church is shaken may not 

weaken our faith, when we learn that, amidst the mad outcry and 

violent attacks of the enemies, the kingdom of Christ stands firm 

through the invincible power of God, so that, though the whole 

world should oppose and resist, it will remind through all ages.2 

 You see, even in the 16th century, Christians had to remind themselves that Christ’s 

kingdom and reign of peace would be preserved by the power of God. Christ’s reign of peace is 

bigger than what we can see with our physical eyes and in our limited time span. We must look 

with the eyes of faith and look across the span of time. We must see the big picture that Christ 

sees. 

 The good news is that one day, in God’s sovereign time, we will see Isaiah 11:6-10 

fulfilled, which says: 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 

with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened 

calf together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the 

bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 

weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall 

not hurt or destroy 

in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day 

the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of 

him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be 

glorious. 

 This is the day when the fullness of the reign of the Prince of Peace is fulfilled. That day 

is not here yet. We long for it, and we pray for it but right now, the earth is in labor pains 

waiting for it.  

However, we see glimpses of it. When we see the church come together on every Lord’s 

Day and His people from every tribe and tongue, every race and ethnicity, and every corner of 

the world worship Jesus, we see a glimpse of the increase of His government and peace. Then 

we are reminded that the Prince of Peace reigns in His glory. Then we are reminded that His 

peace and His government is increasing, and one day the peace of Christ will cover the earth as 

the waters cover the sea.  

 
2 John Calvin, Calvin’s Commentary Volume VII, Isaiah 1-32, 313-314. 
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 Until then, we can sing the wonderful Christmas Carol “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 

Day “ with Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Longfellow wrote the poem on Christmas Day 1863 

when the United States was deep in the horrors of the Civil War. Wadsworth had already 

experienced much personal loss due to the war when he wrote the poem. It was a reminder 

that the Prince of Peace still reigns. Listen to the lyrics, tweaked just a bit by Casting Crowns in 

their 2008 remake.  

I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play; 

In music sweet the tones repeat, 

“There’s peace on earth, good will to men.” 

I thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along th’ unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

And in despair I bowed my head: 

“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 

“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead, nor does He sleep, 

For Christ is here; His Spirit near 

Brings peace on earth, good will to men.” 

When men repent and turn from sin 

The Prince of Peace then enters in, 

And grace imparts within their hearts 

His peace on earth, good will to men. 

O souls amid earth’s busy strife, 

The Word of God is light and life; 

Oh, hear His voice, make Him your choice, 

Hail peace on earth, good will to men. 

Then happy, singing on your way, 

Your world will change from night to day; 

Your heart will feel the message real, 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.3 

 
3 https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/castingcrowns/iheardthebellsonchristmasday.html.  

https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/castingcrowns/iheardthebellsonchristmasday.html

