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Christmas is a season where we give gifts to one another. So, I want to ask you: How do 

you approach receiving gifts? Do you usually ask for things you want or things you need but do 

not necessarily want? 

When I was growing up, my parents usually gave me things I needed. I usually got shirts, 

pants, and socks. On some Christmases, we would be surprised with a special gift or two. 

However, Christmas gifts usually consisted of my mother going through my closet and seeing 

what I needed instead of what I wanted.  

If you get things you need, then you may not get too excited about receiving a particular 

gift. I remember that last year, when Alex and Elliot were here for Christmas, Alex gave me a 

gift that I both needed and wanted. That was a very special gift. However, I knew I was going to 

get it, and I did not react with great surprise and excitement. Have you ever done that? 

Needless to say, I kind of got in trouble for my reaction. I’ve since learned to work on my 

reactions to gifts. 

 The whole thrust behind Isaiah 9:6 is our need of God’s gracious gift of Jesus to us. Here 

is the thing. We desperately needed God’s gracious gift of Jesus to us. Therefore, the 

appropriate response should be one of appreciation and sincere worship.  

The problem is that our reaction to the Christmas Story of Christ’s birth can sometimes 

be like my reaction to receiving my gift last year. We kind of give a “ho-hum” reaction. 

 I hope the unpacking of the titles given to Jesus in Isaiah 9:6 will birth fresh awe about 

who Jesus is and what He came to do for us.   

 So far, we have looked at the titles Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God. This morning 

we will study the title: Everlasting Father. 

 Let’s get started by re-reading Isaiah 9:6. 

For to us, a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Isaiah 9:6 is an amazing verse. Just consider what the prophet declares the Messiah to 

be. He is a child born to us. He is a baby boy, and the government shall be upon His shoulders. 
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Think about it. As an infant, He was called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, and Prince of Peace. 

 Bottom line: The person of Christ is complex. He is a marvelous mystery. How can the 

infinite have been an infant? We must give careful study to the person of Jesus.  

Charles Spurgeon said about the person and work of Jesus: 

A look will save the soul, but patient meditation alone can fill the 

mind with the knowledge of the Savior.1 

 Here is my main point: Whether you know it or not, you need Jesus to be your 

Everlasting Father. 

 I want us to consider three truths that express our need of Jesus as our Everlasting 

Father. 

I. We need an Everlasting Father who Created and Possesses Eternity. 

The title Everlasting Father in Isaiah 9:6 is not primarily a statement about the Trinity 

but about the person of Jesus. Here is what I mean. The title has to do with Jesus’ relationship 

to eternity and to all who belong to Him as His children. 

For Jesus to be our Everlasting Father means He is our Forever Father. Everlasting 

Father, literally translated, means Father of Eternity. It means Jesus is the One who brought 

eternity into existence. He initiated it. Eternity owes its existence to Him, and it is Jesus’ power 

that holds eternity in existence right now by the power of His word. 

So, when we consider Jesus as our Eternal Father, we need to be thinking of what He 

does for us as our Savior. He is the Creator and Sustainer of eternity. 

Therefore, He will hold all finite things in their proper order until all of the elect come 

for faith and repentance in Him. Then He gives them His infinite life. 

Brothers and sisters, one of the beauties of the Christmas season is that we get to 

unwrap the gift of the person of Jesus, who is our Forever Father every Christmas. We get to 

drill down into the doctrine of the incarnation when the Infinite Father put on human flesh and 

became finite. We get to see the Timeless One leave His timeless, eternal home and step into 

the time of our finite world. The gift of Christmas is when the Infinite One became an infant. 

Think of the Christmas story as it is told in John’s Gospel: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made . . . 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
1 Charles Spurgeon, Sermon: His Name—The Everlasting Father, delivered on Sunday morning, Dec. 9, 1866. 
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While John’s statement here is a statement on the Trinity, it is also a picture of the 

Infinite stepping into our world as an infant and yet also the Eternal Father. 

However, here is the beauty and also the struggle as we consider Jesus as our Eternal 

Father. Some of us didn’t grow up with good fathers, and so our conception of who a father is 

and what a father does can sometimes be filtered through a corrupted lens.  

Perhaps this is you this morning. Perhaps you are born again, but your concept of a 

loving, tender, faithful everlasting father is not born again. Here is an area in which we all need 

to grow. We must allow the word of God to raise to life a new understanding of the Eternal 

Fatherhood of Jesus for us. This leads us to our second point. 

II. We need Jesus as our tender, faithful Forever Father. 

I think our understanding of Jesus as the Everlasting Father is the same question Philip 

had in John 14:8-9. If you remember, the disciples were struggling to understand Jesus as God 

and the Messiah. Then in John 14:8-9, Philip and Jesus have this conversation: 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 

us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you 

still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

 What kind of Everlasting Father did Jesus show His disciples? He had shown them a 

Father who did not simply sit around and do nothing. He did not simply yell instructions at us or 

yell words of comfort. He came to give us Himself and then by His Spirit be our comfort in this 

broken world. 

So, what is our Forever Father like? It is often hard for us to conceptualize it because 

even the best earthly fathers fall short.  

Think of it this way. Imagine you are a little 10-year-old child who has moved to a new 

school. Your dad tells you that this may be a difficult move and several difficult days are ahead. 

However, your dad is a big, strong man, and you love him. You trust him, and you want to be 

strong for him. So, you say, no problem, I got this. You are excited but also a little apprehensive. 

You go to school your first day, and you realize you do not fit in with the rest of your 

classmates. Everyone knows everyone, but you do not know anyone. You feel left out, and 

indeed they intend for you to feel that way.  

You are behind them in your studies. You can’t read as good as they do, so when you 

read out loud, they make fun of you. Your math skills are lacking too. You are not dressed as 

nice as everyone else is. They have more money and better clothes than you. It seems like 

everyone is attractive, but you are not. You are the brunt of their jokes. They openly mock you 

until you are in tears. 
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Finally, the day is over. However, what happens next is even worse. You leave the 

classroom and go to your bus, where you are trapped with a busload of insults and cruel jokes 

directed at you. 

After, what seems like an eternity of torture, you get to your street and your house. 

When the other kids see where you live, they begin to make fun of you and your house. Then 

they see your parents waiting for you, and they begin to make fun of how they look and the fact 

that they are waiting for you to get off the bus. By this time, you are broken, destroyed. 

The bus comes to your stop, and your run to the front of the bus. You just want to get 

off the bus as fast as you can. Your eyes are blinded with tears, and as soon as the doors open, 

you jump through the doors and expect to hit the ground, but you don’t.  

Who should be there waiting for you and to catch you but your dad. Immediately, his 

big arms are wrapped around you. He hugs you until you can feel his heartbeat against yours. 

Then you notice something. You are not the only one crying. You feel His warm tears on your 

cheeks. He is hurting with you, and indeed he is taking your hurt from you as he cries with you. 

Immediately, you feel loved and safe. Then he does the most natural thing. He begins to wipe 

your tears away and reminds you how much he loves you.  

Friends, this is your Faithful, Forever Father. He is always there, waiting with open arms. 

 Have you ever been that child that needed the protection and comfort of a Perfect 

Forever Father? Perhaps you never had that kind of father when you were growing up. Perhaps 

you had an abusive father who only cared for himself. It breaks my heart to think of the 

children who grow up with abusive fathers. Yet, here is the good news. Jesus is waiting with 

arms open wide to show you what a Perfect Forever Father is like. 

Jesus is the Everlasting Father who comes to us when the world has beaten us up, and in 

order to protect us and be our Protector, He laid down His life for us. He is the Father who gave 

His life to protect His children and then rose from the dead to give us Himself as our Comforter. 

He is the Eternal Father who takes His children in His loving embrace and, by His Holy Spirit, 

speaks words of comfort in our hearts and guards us from the attacks of our enemies by His 

loving arms. He is the Father who never leaves us and never lets us go. 

 Jesus is the Forever Father who confronts us in our sin and restores us after we sin. 

Then instead of allowing the punishment of our sin to condemn us and crush us, He stood 

condemned in our place. He was crushed in our place and for our sin. In this way, He displayed 

His deep love for us and for God. Then just as God restored His life by His resurrection from the 

dead, He also restores us by calling us from death to eternal life. You see, because He is the 

Possessor of eternity, He can give us His Eternal life.  

 This leads us to our third and final point of Jesus as our Everlasting Father. 

III. We need the Everlasting Father to give us His Eternal Life. 

 Jesus is the Everlasting Father who gave up His eternal life to give us His eternal life. You 

see, in order for us to have eternal life, we needed the sacrifice of One who possessed eternal 
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life. Only the divine life of the Lord Jesus Christ possessed the power to give us eternal life. 

Jesus is the Everlasting Father to those who turn from their sin and trust Him as their Lord and 

Savior.  

 Brother and sister in Christ, you may have come to this service this morning with the 

weight of the world on your shoulders, but you need to know that Jesus is still your Everlasting 

Father. He is able to take the weight of the world off of your shoulders and put it on His 

shoulders. You may have come here this morning depressed in spirit and full of doubts about 

your future. You need to know in your heart of hearts that Jesus is the True Perfect Forever 

Father who never ceases to be your Father. He will always exercise His kindness to His children. 

He will show you love and mercy. He will help you. If you go to Him, you will find as loving a 

Father and as tender a friend as in the days when He walked this earth. 

 Psalm 103:1-13 paints a beautiful picture of our Faithful, Forever Father. Let me read it 

from the Amplified Bible as we bring our study of the Everlasting Father to a close. 
1 BLESS (AFFECTIONATELY, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul; 

and all that is [deepest] within me, bless His holy name! 
2 Bless (affectionately, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul, and 

forget not [one of] all His benefits— 
3 Who forgives [every one of] all your iniquities, Who heals [each 

one of] all your diseases, 
4 Who redeems your life from the pit and corruption, Who 

beautifies, dignifies, and crowns you with loving-kindness and 

tender mercy; 
5 Who satisfies your mouth [your necessity and desire at your 

personal age and situation] with good so that your youth, 

renewed, is like the eagle’s [strong, overcoming, soaring]! [Isa. 

40:31.] 
6 The Lord executes righteousness and justice [not for me only, 

but] for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known His ways [of righteousness and justice] to 

Moses, His acts to the children of Israel. 
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in 

mercy and loving-kindness. [James 5:11.] 
9 He will not always chide or be contending, neither will He keep 

His anger forever or hold a grudge. 
10 He has not dealt [harshly] with us after our sins nor rewarded 

us according to our iniquities. 
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11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great are His 

mercy and loving-kindness toward those who reverently and 

worshipfully fear Him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us. 
13 As a father loves and pities his children, so the Lord loves and 

pities those who fear Him [with reverence, worship, and awe]. 2 

 Friend, is Jesus your Everlasting Father? If He is not, then let me ask you to come to Him. 

He is your Gift of Eternal Life. He will be your Eternal Father who will never leave you nor 

forsake you.  

 For some of us, Jesus is the Gift of the Forever Father we didn’t know we desperately 

needed until we got much older. Child of God, may you be refreshed this morning. For others, 

perhaps Jesus as your Forever Father is the Gift that may have made you a bit nervous because 

you didn’t trust earthly fathers. I hope the message of Isaiah 9:6 and Jesus as your Forever 

Father has reframed the Gift of Jesus this Christmas season. 

Call upon Him this morning. His arms are open wide. Look to Him. Run to Him. 

 
2 The Amplified Bible (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1987), Ps 103:1–13. I added the 
word [harshly] in v. 10. It was implied in the original text and I felt it necessary to clarify the 
Amplified Bible’s reading of this verse. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/amp?ref=Bible.Ps103.1&off=21&ctx=A+Psalm%5d+of+David.+%0a~BLESS+(AFFECTIONATEL

